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SOCI 4990.001 | Fall 2015 | University of North Texas 

SOCIOLOGY CAPSTONE 
 
Class Location: General Academic Building (GAB), Room 550A 
Days and Times:  Mondays and Wednesdays, 1:00-2:20 pm 
Class Webpage: Available through Blackboard: https://learn.unt.edu 
  
Instructor: Michael F. Thompson, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Sociology 
Office: Chilton Hall, Room 390C 
Office Hours:   Mondays and Wednesdays, 3:00-4:00pm and by appointment via website: 

https://mfthompson.youcanbook.me 
E-mail:   MFThompson@unt.edu 
Phone: 940-565-4880 
 
Course Assistants: Mehmet Çelebi and Joel Jackson (Graduate Students in Sociology) 
Office Hours:   Location and time by appointment 
E-mail: MehmetCelebi@my.unt.edu (Çelebi); Joel.Jackson@unt.edu (Jackson) 
 
 
Welcome to the Capstone course! This semester you will apply the theory and methodological 
skills you have learned to conduct original empirical research. We will start by recapping how 
to apply several quantitative and qualitative strategies to suit the goals of different types of 
research questions. We will then review actual studies so that we can discuss their strengths 
and weaknesses to help you determine methods for your research. 
 
The main goal of the course is for you to apply the process that social scientists use to conduct 
research by designing and conducting a project that you can present through a well-formatted 
final project that you can also present. You will prepare a research proposal that includes a 
review of relevant literature and methods appropriate to your study and consider the benefits 
and risks of the human subjects whose data you plan to collect and analyze. You will design and 
follow an effective yet practical research timeline so that you can effectively collect, prepare 
and analyze data with enough time to complete your study by the end of the semester. 
 
Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 
Through this course, students will: 

a) Review key research strategies of seminal social scientists 
b) Review empirical research to appreciate the methods used in published studies 
c) Design a comprehensive and ethical research proposal 
d) Conduct an effective project including empirical research 

 
Statistical Software: 
You are expected to use SPSS statistical software in class and on your own for assignments and 
research. Unless you plan to purchase this software on your own, you would need regular and 
frequent access to UNT computer labs during the semester. If you are unable to spend 
sufficient time on campus and may need to purchase your own copy, please discuss this with 
your instructors for possible own and lease options for students. 
 

https://learn.unt.edu/
https://mfthompson.youcanbook.me/
mailto:MFThompson@unt.edu
mailto:MehmetCelebi@my.unt.edu
mailto:Joel.Jackson@unt.edu
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Readings 
1) R&A: Ragin, Charles C. & Lisa M. Amoroso. 2010. Constructing Social Research: The Unity 

and Diversity of Method, (2nd edition). Thousand Oaks, California: SAGE Publications, 
Inc. ISBN-13: 978-1412960182 

 
2) O: Online Readings. These readings will be posted on Blackboard or otherwise distributed 

for you to read before class. See the course schedule for updates during the semester. 
 
 
Requirements 
1) Attendance, Participation and Exercises. Attendance at every class and participation is 

crucial to successful performance in this course. There will be assignments in and out of 
class, as well as group work sessions as we learn to use statistical software and you are 
responsible for keeping up with notes and announcements. 

Emergency Absences. To allow for unexpected emergencies, students will not be penalized for 
missing three (3) classes over the course of the semester. However each additional 
absence, whatever the reason, will reduce your grade in the course. Exceptions will 
be made for university-sanctioned missed classes or classes missed because of religious 
holidays (permission must be requested). 

 
3) Analytical Response. This assignment early in the semester tests your broad knowledge of 

qualitative and quantitative research methods and their application to contemporary 
advanced research. 

 
4) Research Project. The key component of the course is to design and execute a complete 

research project. You will spend much of the first half of the semester preparing your 
proposal and submitting an abstract to a professional conference. Then during the 
second half, you will complete a final research paper you will present it in class. To 
complete these steps, you must effectively collaborate with your group members to meet 
regular deadlines at different stages of your research. 

 
 
Core Curriculum 
This course is an important component of UNT’s Core Curriculum.  This course is related to 
the category of Social and Behavioral Sciences and will focus on the application of 
empirical and scientific methods that contribute to the understanding of what makes us 
human. You will be asked to make an empirical contribution to a well-developed research 
question concerning a key social issue. To do this your projects will primarily rely on statistical 
methods while making use of other appropriate quantitative and qualitative techniques you 
have learned. Effective presentation of your results will then allow you to shed light on ways we 
may better understand or even help solve current challenges affecting individuals, groups or 
institutions within society and by relevant cultural context. 
 
As an integral part of the core curriculum, while engaging in this course you will develop and 
demonstrate the core objectives of Critical Thinking, Communication Skills, Social 
Responsibility and Personal Responsibility. 
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Critical Thinking Skills – including creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis, 
evaluation and synthesis of information. Through extensive reviews of high-quality academic 
sources, you will learn how to find significant topics for innovative inquiry and useful 
information for your strategy and analysis. You will also learn how to resolve challenges you 
encounter in the research process through trial analyses, careful attention to detail, and by 
seeking advice or collaboration with relevant personnel. 
 
Communication Skills – including effective development, interpretation and expression of 
ideas through written, oral and visual communication. Beyond careful preparation of your 
results, you will present them effectively through visual software such as PowerPoint, and 
orally to a broad audience of academic peers as well as the general public via a conference 
setting. 
 
Empirical and Quantitative Skills – including the manipulation and analysis of numerical data 
or observable facts resulting in informed conclusions. You will develop working proficiency in 
SPSS – a popular and powerful tool for statistical analysis. Such software will allow you to 
conduct careful data preparation by coding raw data in a manner suitable to your research 
objectives. You will then analyze the data using key techniques such as linear regression to 
generate accurate empirical results.  
 
Social Responsibility – including intercultural competence, knowledge of civic responsibility, 
and the ability to engage effectively in regional, national, and global communities. Prior and 
during your research, you will develop a keen sense of ethical principles that will guide your 
research topic and strategy. You will keep in mind the social value and implications of your 
research and ensure that your research subjects and the people who learn from it receive 
maximum benefit and minimal harm, in accordance with the Human Subjects Guidelines of 
the UNT Institutional Review Board. 
 
 
Course Policies 
1) Academic Honesty 

Academic dishonesty of any kind is not tolerated, including, cheating and plagiarism. 
Any form of academic dishonesty can result in failure of the course and will be reported 
to the Dean of Students. More information is at: 
http://policy.unt.edu/policydesc/student-standards-academic-integrity-18-1-16 
 

2) Student Conduct and Safe Space for Diversity and Open Communication 
You are expected to keep an open mind while we discuss topics that may be 
controversial. Students from all backgrounds – including race, nationality and sexual 
orientation – are welcome and their opinions will be treated with respect. 
Please refer to the student handbook for complete details of University policy: 
https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct 

 
3) Disability Accommodations and Special Needs 
 If you have a condition that requires accommodation in this course, please speak with 

the instructor after class or during the first week of class. Any necessary or appropriate 
accommodations will be made provided that timely notice is received, and that the 
arrangement is consistent with recommendations from Disability Services, when 

http://policy.unt.edu/policydesc/student-standards-academic-integrity-18-1-16
https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
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applicable. Students who require this type of assistance should contact the Office of 
Disability Accommodation and more information is available at 
http://disability.unt.edu/ 
Please note accommodations are made after a disability is officially verified. 

 
4) Tips on Effective Communication via E-mail 
 E-mail is the best way to contact your instructor but please be sure that messages are 

written formally (not like a text/SMS message). You message should include: 
- Subject line that includes the course (e.g. “SOCI 4990: Question about abstract”); 
- Salutation (e.g. “Dear Professor”/”Dear Michael”) at the beginning; 
- Message. Always mention the purpose of the e-mail in at least one full sentence. 
- Full name at the end (e.g. “Sincerely, Jane Smith”) 

 
5) Classroom Policy on Personal Electronic Devices (cell phones, computers etc.) 

It is important you are engaged in this class so that the use of cellular phones is not 
allowed for conversations, visiting websites online or sending or receiving messages. 
Please keep your phone silent throughout the class. 
If you plan to use a device (e.g. a laptop computer, tablet) to assist you during class, 
please meet with the instructor for permission. You would need to explain why you need 
it and how you will ensure it will not distract you or your classmates. You may need to 
show proof of your productive use of the device. 
Audio or video recording is also not allowed, unless you receive special written 
permission from the instructor 

 

Course Requirements  Grade Distribution 

REQUIREMENT 
% COURSE 
GRADE 

 GRADE 
MINIMUM 
PERCENTAGE 

Participation and Exercises 20%  A 90% 

Analytical Response 10%  B 80% 

Research Project 70%  C 70% 

Topic & Bibliography 6%  D 60% 

Literature & Methods Review 20%  F under 60% 

Abstract 3%    

Methods & Results 15%    

Presentation 6%    

Final Paper 20%    

TOTAL 100%    

 
  

http://disability.unt.edu/
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SOCIOLOGY CAPSTONE 
 
This Schedule is tentative, changes will be announced in class and online 

Date Topic Readings 
Assignment Due 
(approx.) 

M 24-Aug Introduction to Social 
Research 

    

W 26-Aug R&A: Chpt. 1   
M 31-Aug Developing an Empirical 

Research Project 
R&A: Chpts. 2 & 3 

Research Interests 
W 2-Sep   
M 7-Sep NO CLASS - LABOR DAY 

W 9-Sep     
Research Topic and 
Annotated Bibliography 

M 14-Sep Research Designs R&A: Chpts. 5 & 7   

W 16-Sep 
  

Analytical Response 

M 21-Sep Ethics of Research R&A: Chpt. 4   
W 23-Sep     
M 28-Sep Statistical Tools of 

Analysis 
    

W 30-Sep     

M 5-Oct     

W 7-Oct     

M 12-Oct 
  Literature and Methods 

Review 

W 14-Oct Refining Research 
Strategy 

    

M 19-Oct     

W 21-Oct   Research Plan 

M 26-Oct Intensive Research     

W 28-Oct     

M 2-Nov     

W 4-Nov     

M 9-Nov     

W 11-Nov   Abstract 

M 16-Nov     

W 18-Nov     

M 23-Nov   Methods & Results 

W 25-Nov Sharing Results     
M 30-Nov     Presentation 

W 2-Dec       

M 7-Dec FINAL DRAFT DUE   Final Paper 

 


