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Course Overview   

This course focuses on public policymaking in American government.  We will briefly define public 
policy and offer some approaches to understanding it.  Primarily, we will study the policy process, a 
sequence of steps in policymaking that will guide our study of policymaking throughout the 
semester.  Throughout the course, we will study and debate relevant and timely policy problems 
facing the United States.  Throughout the course, we will discuss and analyze some findings of the 
scholarly community.  We will also apply what we learn to policy issues that arise in the public 
discourse throughout the semester.   

 

Course Goals 

1) To develop a broad understanding of public policymaking, including relevant stages of 
policymaking. 

2) To develop a critical understanding of policy areas, both current and past. 

3) To be able to explain, discuss, and analyze critically the topics presented in this course.   
 

Required Reading 

Anderson, James E. 2011. Public Policymaking: An Introduction, 7th edition. Wadsworth. 

Hird, John A., Michael Reese, and Matthew Shilvock. 2004. Controversies in American Public  Policy, 3rd  
edition.  Wadsworth.  

Derthick, Martha A. 2012. Up in Smoke: From Legislation to Litigation in Tobacco Politics, 3rd edition. CQ  
Press. 

 
Course Assignments 

1. First Exam    20 % 
2. Book Review   15 % 
3. Debate    15 % 
4. Final Paper    20 % 
5. Second Exam   20 % 
6. Class Participation   10 % 
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Course Policies and Procedures 
 
Grading: Grading will follow a standard scale: 90% is an A, 80% is a B, 70% is a C, and 60% is a D. 
I do not change grades unless I make a computational error. Moreover, I do not reveal grades 
via e-mail or telephone and there are no opportunities for extra credit, except those mentioned 
herein or announced by me in class.  I will submit your final grades, for view at my.unt.edu, as soon 
as I grade final exams.  I rarely use blackboard for this class but may to post additional course 
information.  http://learn.unt.edu 
 
If you do poorly on any of the assignments or exams, I advise you to see me as soon as possible.  It 
is your responsibility to seek my help if you need it.  Pleading for a higher grade after you complete 
all assignments will not avail you. 
 
Communications: If you have any questions about the class, please see me during my office hours 
or schedule an appointment to see me.  You are more than welcome to e-mail me as well, but it is 
much easier to communicate about class in person.  For security reasons, please specify a class-
related subject on the subject line of your e-mail.  As a reminder, I do not reveal grades or schedule 
makeup exams via e-mail.  If you need to discuss your grade or schedule a makeup exam, you must 
see me in person.  Finally, if you choose to e-mail me, instead of speaking with me in person, it is 
your responsibility to check e-mail frequently for my response. 
 
Exams:  The first and second exams will test your understanding of assigned readings and lecture 
material.  Both exams will consist of a mix of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions. 
You must write answers in blue or black ink on the paper provided. As there is no comprehensive 
final exam for this class, the second exam (on May 10) will test your understanding of all material 
after the first exam.  http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/spring/final.html  
 
Make up exams will only be given in light of a university excused absence or at the discretion of the 
professor.  Inform me of your absence before or within 48 hours after the examination date, either 
in person or by e-mail.  If possible, provide specific, written documentation to verify the nature and 
legitimacy of your absence.  You must discuss a makeup exam, in person, during my office hours (or 
make an appointment) and before the makeup examination date.  At that time, I will determine 
whether you are eligible to take a makeup exam and we will schedule a time for the exam.  Except 
under unusual and equally verifiable circumstances, you must take the makeup exam before the next 
class period after the regularly scheduled exam.  You will have one hour to complete the makeup 
exam, which consists of answering one essay question.   
 
Critical Book Review: You will write a critical book review of Up in Smoke.  This book review 
should contain the following: a summary of the book, including the authors’ findings, methodology, 
and contribution to the study of public policy.  You should be able to summarize the main points of 
the book in a concise and clear style.  Do not summarize the book, chapter-by-chapter.  Instead, 
organize your book review around what you see are the main points of the book, supported with 
evidence. In addition, offer a concise criticism of the book.  You might suggest if the authors 
accomplished what they set out to accomplish, or discuss how the book supports or disagrees with 
class lectures and other readings.  The book review should be four pages long, and follow the paper 
formatting guidelines listed at the end of the syllabus.  It is due on February 23.  We will also 

http://learn.unt.edu/
http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/spring/final.html


 3 

discuss this book at length on the review’s due date, another opportunity to score class participation 
points. 
 
Debate: Debate presentations will be graded on the basis of originality, clarity, and coherence in 
relating the debate topic to the course materials.  Unless otherwise announced, they will occur on 
Thursday during the week the debate is assigned.  There will be two sides to the debate—a pro and a 
con-side, mirroring the Hird, Resse, and Shilvock arguments—with each side consisting of two or 
three students. Each side will have 8 minutes to present its argument and 2 minutes for follow-up 
responses.  We will then allow 10-15 minutes for questions from the audience.  Each student in a 
group will receive the same grade for the debate.  Each student will be asked to grade the other 
students in the group as a check on any free rider problems.   
 
Research Paper: The final paper is a research paper will address a major policy debate.  This topic 
will be selected by you and it will relate to your debate topic.  Although you will argue one side in 
your debate, your research paper should, among other things, be able to assess both sides of the 
debate, while drawing a conclusion in favor of a compelling argument based on evidence you gather.  
Additional paper guidelines are outlined on the last pages of this syllabus.   
 
Class Participation: An important component to your intellectual development is being able to 
discuss intelligently matters pertinent to the media and American politics.  To enrich your 
understanding, therefore, we will incorporate a discussion of current events—and media’s handling 
of them—into most classes.  I encourage you to read a quality newspaper, e.g., The New York Times, 
Wall Street Journal, or Washington Post or their web counterparts on a regular basis. You may also learn 
from radio news sources and television news.   

 
I will also ask questions periodically throughout each class session.  I expect you to be prepared to 
participate in class by reading each day’s assignments beforehand.  Some classes will be devoted in 
part or entirely to discussion of the assigned readings.  To ensure that you read the assignments, I 
reserve the right to quiz you over reading materials (which will count as part of your participation 
grade).  If I quiz you over the readings, your participation on assigned reading and performance on 
quizzes will count for roughly one-half of your class participation grade.  Keep in mind that class 
participation is worth one-tenth of your grade and it may be the difference between an A and a B or 
between a B and a C. 
 
Attendance: Attendance is expected, but not required for this class.  Keep in mind that you must 
attend class to participate in class, just as you are responsible for all materials covered in class.    If you miss a 
lecture, see a classmate for notes.  I do not give out my PowerPoint slides.  Please do not be late to 
class, as it is disruptive to not only me, but also your classmates. 
 
Dropping Courses: Please link http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/spring/calendar.html for 
information concerning drops, withdraws, and other administrative information. 
 
Course Evaluations: You will be provided an opportunity at the end of the semester to evaluate 
this course in two ways.  First, I ask that you complete an in-class evaluation required by the political 
science department.  Second, the University asks you to complete the Student Evaluation of 
Teaching Effectiveness (SETE). This survey will be made available to you at the end of the 
semester, through my.unt.edu, and may be completed outside of class.   

http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/spring/calendar.html
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Americans with Disabilities Act Statement: The University of North Texas is on record as being 
committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 
92-112 – The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation 
entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, 
there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all 
citizens.  If you believe you have a disability requiring accommodation, you must contact the Office 
of Disability Accommodation before accommodations can be given. 
 
Students who wish to utilize the testing center must first complete an Alternative Test Request form 
from the Office of Disability Accommodations that must be signed by the instructor for each course 
and exam that he or she wishing to take at ODA Testing Center.  The form must then be turned in 
to ODA's main office at the University Union Suite 322A at least 72 hours prior to any regularly 
scheduled exam and 1 week before a final exam.  Please see http://www.unt.edu/oda/index.html. 
 
Academic Misconduct: Academic integrity emanates from a culture that embraces the core values 
of trust and honesty necessary for full learning to occur. As a student-centered public research 
university, the University of North Texas promotes the integrity of the learning process by 
establishing and enforcing academic standards. Academic dishonesty breaches the mutual trust 
necessary in an academic environment and undermines all scholarship.  For detailed information 
about the policy, please visit:  
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf 
 
Acceptable Student Behavior: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to 
conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be 
tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be 
directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student 
Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student 
Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, 
including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of 
Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr . 
 
Course Materials and Copyright Statement:  The handouts used in this course are copyrighted.  
By “handouts,” I mean all materials generated for this class, which include but are not limited to 
syllabi, quizzes, exams, in-class materials review sheets, and additional problem sets.  Because these 
are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy the handouts, unless I expressly grant permission. 
 

Course Schedule 

INTRODUCTION 

Week One, January 17:  What is Public Policy 
  Read:   Anderson, Chapter 1 
  Skim:  Herd, Reese, and Shilvock, Introduction 
 

Week Two, January 24:  Explaining Public Policy  
  Read:   Anderson, Chapter 1 
    Meet with debate group in class (Thursday, 1/26/12) 

Library Research Resources with Julie Leuzinger 

http://www.unt.edu/oda/index.html
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf
http://www.unt.edu/csrr
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Week Three, January 31:  Policymaking in the American Political System 
  Read:   Anderson, Chapter 2 
     

Week Four, February 7:  Policy Problems and Agenda Setting  
  Read:   Anderson, Chapter 3 (pp. 83-107) 

Read:  Herd, Reese, and Shilvock, Chapter 7 
  Debate 1: Campaign Finance Reform 

   

Week Five, February 14:  Agenda Setting 
  Read:   Herd, Reese, and Shilvock, Chapter 6 
    Debate 2: Immigration Policy 

Week Six, February 21:  Policy Formulation and Adoption 
  Read:   Anderson, Chapter 3 (pp. 107-119) 

Read:   Derthick, Up in Smoke 

  February 23:  Book Review due 

 
Week Seven, February 28:  Policy Adoption  
  Read:   Anderson, Chapter 4 

Read:   Herd, Reese, and Shilvock, Chapter 8 
    Debate 3: Abortion Policy 

Week Eight, March 6:   Policy Adoption  
  Read:   Herd, Reese, and Shilvock, Chapter 12 
    Debate 4: Drug Policy 
   

Week Nine, March 13:   Exam 1 Review 

March 15:   Exam 1 
 

MARCH 19-23: SPRING BREAK, NO CLASSES 

 
Week Ten, March 27:   Budgeting and Public Policy  
  Read:   Anderson, Chapter 5 

Week Eleven, April 3:  Budgeting and Public Policy  
Read:   Herd, Reese, and Shilvock, Chapter 11 
  Debate 5: Affirmative Action Policy 

  

Week Twelve, April 10: Policy Implementation  
  Read:   Anderson, Chapter 6 

Read:   Herd, Reese, and Shilvock, Chapter 13 
  Debate 6: Gun Control Policy 

  April 12: No Class, MPSA Conference 

Week Thirteen, April 17: Policy Impact and Change 
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Read:   Anderson, Chapter 7 
  Read:   Herd, Reese, and Shilvock, Chapter 3 
    Debate 7: Entitlements Policy 
 
Week Fourteen, April 24: Economic, Environmental, and Energy Policy  

Read:   Herd, Reese, and Shilvock, Chapter 5 
  Debate 8: Environmental Policy 

 
Pre-finals Week, May 1: Course conclusions and review 

  May 1: No Class, Paper work day   
 

  May 2:  Research Paper due at noon 
 

May 10:  Exam 2 at 10:30am 
 

Assignment: Research Paper 

The research paper should address a major debate in American public policy.  Your research paper 
topic will be related specifically to your debate topic.  That is, if your debate topic is about climate 
change, you will write a paper on climate change.  Still, you have myriad ways to explore this 
particular policy topic.  Some examples follow. 
 

 You may choose to explore previous legislation designed to protect the environment, such 
as the Clean Air Act, and use what you learn about it to project the likelihood of a bill that 
regulates carbon dioxide would succeed.  This topic would encourage you not only to 
present some of the facts, figures, and arguments presented by the debate participants (as 
expressed in the Controversies book), it may also push you to examine the likelihood of 
legislative success, including what factors predict policy success and why.    

 Another approach is to trace a policy area through each stage of the policymaking process, 
arguing why it progressed through the stages successfully (or where it had difficulties), and 
whether the policy has achieved its ends and to what extent.  Evaluating a policy’s success 
(or failure) will require some supporting data and at least a descriptive analysis of more 
prominent factors in that policy area.   

 Alternatively, one might write a paper that answers the debate’s question.  Taking the 
abortion policy question, one would assess both sides of the debate and, using data and 
citation of previous research, weigh the evidence and arrive at a sound conclusion about 
which side of the debate is most compelling.   

 
The research paper is a 6 to 8 page paper.  Please see “paper guidelines” for spacing and format 
issues.  You must use at least five quality sources to complete this paper.  (This means you must cite 
and incorporate them within the paper!)  Quality sources are scholarly works, such as university 
press books or journal articles, on public policy.  Your paper MUST include at least one journal 
article from The American Journal of Political Science, American Political Science Review, Journal of Politics, 
Perspectives on Politics, Social Science Quarterly, or Policy Studies Journal.  Although in some instances, 
quality periodicals such as the National Journal or The New York Times may be useful to supplement 
your research, they do not count toward the five-source minimum.  Moreover, government and 
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other data-related websites may provide useful but supplemental information for your paper.  If you 
are unsure as to what counts as a quality source, ask. 
 
Please use APSA citation style: http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocAPSA.html 
 
The first step to writing a good paper is organization.  Use an outline.  If you know how information 
fits into your paper before you write, you will find writing to be much easier.  Use headings.  
Headings will allow you to break up a lengthy paper into several smaller papers.  This will also make 
writing easier, especially if you have not yet written a 6 to 8 page paper in your college career. 
 
Paper Formatting Guidelines 

1. The paper must be typed and double-spaced in 12-point font (Times New Roman or 
Garamond), with margins between 1 and 1.25 inches. 

2. All papers must include a title page.  A title page contains the following information: The 
title of the assignment, your name, the class, and the date. 

3. Include a reference page for your sources and place tables (if used) on separate pages at the 
end of the paper. 

4. The title page, references, or endnotes do not count toward the paper’s page total. 

5. You must staple each paper in the upper left-hand corner, and number all pages except the 
title page.  

6.  ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE AS ASSIGNED AND LATE WORK WILL BE 
ACCEPTED ONLY AT A PENALTY OF 10 PERCENT PER CALENDAR DAY 
LATE.  If I do not have your paper by the deadline listed on the syllabus, it is late. 

Research Paper Grading Rubric 

I will grade your research paper on the following criteria: 
1. Adherence to “paper guidelines,” or paper’s overall presentation (10 points) 

2. Paper organization and writing: a well-organized and written paper is a good paper (25 
points) 

3. References: using 5 quality sources in your research paper (15 points) 

4. Research: ask a thoughtful question, assess what we know about this topic while you 
integrating your sources into your research paper and discuss them accurately (50 points) 

 
An A paper, for example, will follow the paper guidelines almost perfectly; will be well-organized 
with a clear introduction (tell me what you are going to discuss) and thesis (your research question 
or topic), body (tell me), and conclusion (tell me again); will be well-written with minimal 
grammatical and spelling mistakes; and will be researched well, integrating all five sources into a 
coherent, interesting, and clear argument that stays focused on your thesis. You will not receive an 
A if you rely too heavily on one source, cite less than the minimum sources, do not organize 
your paper well, or do not write well. 

http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocAPSA.html

