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UNITED STATES HISTORY SINCE 1865 
History 2620-501 •  SPRING 2022 

Thursday, 11:00 AM-1:50 PM  •  Hall Park B 130  • University of North Texas at Frisco 
 

Professor Michael D. Wise (he/him/his) 
 michael.wise@unt.edu (email responses within 48 hours) 

Office Hours: by appointment 
 

A note on recent events: Over the several years, people in the United States have experienced the global 
COVID-19 pandemic; the painful consequences of violence against Black lives; and a divisive election and 
unprecedented assault on democracy and the nation’s political institutions. These events have caused—and will 
continue to cause—fear, stress, anger, frustration, and pain for members of our university community. It is normal 
under these circumstances to feel overwhelmed and anxious and to have difficulty concentrating. I have designed our 
course with these challenges in mind and am committed to working with all of you to create a positive and supportive 
learning environment. 

 
Course Overview: 
What does it mean to be free? This course orients U.S. history around that question, examining how 
Americans have engaged in global contests over freedom’s meanings and realities over the last 157 
years. From the dismantlement of America’s slave economy to the ascension of global free market 
capitalism, the idea of freedom has played a central role in the modern American past. Beginning 
with Reconstruction, we will consider how the United States tried to transform itself into a free 
nation following the Civil War. Despite emancipation, Americans soon experienced fresh constraints 
on their social, cultural, and economic possibilities. Across the globe, the expansion of imperialism, 
industrial capitalism, and other transformations dispossessed millions of their land and labor, 
prompting an era of unprecedented human migration to the United States. Fueled by its own 
imperial ambitions, the United States absorbed millions of these immigrants during its conquest of 
the North American West, the Pacific, and the Caribbean, while displacing indigenous inhabitants of 
these regions. In 1914, rivalries between the world’s industrial empires launched the First World 
War, a conflict over decolonization and capital accumulation that forced the United States to reckon 
with its own imperialist legacies. Relatively unscathed from global depression and the Second World 
War, by mid-century the United States emerged as the so-called leader of the “Free World,” a 
geopolitical truism that obscured controversies over liberty, equality, capitalism, gender, race, and 
social justice that wracked American life from the 1940s onward. As the Cold War climaxed and 
faded, the existence of different types of freedom and their limitations grew more apparent. In the 
twenty-first century, thoughtful citizens continue to grapple with the concept of freedom for 
understanding America’s local and global relationships. 
 
Required Course Texts: 
 Nancy A. Hewitt and Steven F. Lawson, Exploring American Histories, Volume 2, Third 
 Edition (New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2019). 
 
Weighted Values of Course Assignments: 
 Weekly quizzes (15 at 12 points each)     180 points 
 Group Projects (4 at 30 points each)     120 points 
 Final Exam (optional for students who complete all assignments) 100 points 
        TOTAL 300 points 
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Grading Criteria: 
A    90-100 % 

 B    80-89 % 
 C    70-79 % 
 D    60-69 % 
 F    <59 % 
 
Course Policies: 
Course Conduct 
History necessarily involves the study of how systems of power have evolved over time, as well as 
how those forces continue to exert their power in the present. I urge every student in this class to be 
attentive and self-reflective about behaviors and comments that have been identified as racist, 
homophobic, transphobic, ableist, et cetera. As your professor, this self-reflection applies to me as 
well. We are all in the process of learning and unlearning the logics that structure our society and our 
modes of communication. No one is perfect. What I ask is that we all strive to be mindful and 
thoughtful in our interactions in this course.  
 
Preferred Name 
If your preferred name is not the same as the name that appears on the class roster provided to me 
by UNT, please let me know so that I can use your preferred name. 
 
Caregiver Responsibilities Policy 
Many students balance the pursuit of their education with the responsibilities of caring for children, 
or for other family or community members. If you run into challenges that require you to miss class, 
or if your caregiving responsibilities interfere with your ability to meet a deadline, please contact me 
or your teaching assistant and we can discuss ways we may be able to support your learning with 
more flexibility. 
 
Accessibility Statement 
This class is committed to accessibility. If you need certain accommodations, please notify me 
(Professor Wise) as soon as possible. You may speak with me in person or email me at 
michael.wise@unt.edu. 
 
Canvas website 
Grades and electronic course materials will be available on Canvas. Please note that this is NOT an 
online course. However, information will usually be available or announced online. 
 
Land Acknowledgment 
Acknowledging the land is an Indigenous protocol, and it is important to note that the University of 
North Texas is located on the unceded territory of the Wichita and Caddo Affiliated Tribes. It is 
important to study the long processes that have brought us all to reside on this land, and to seek to 
better understand our places within these histories.  
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

Week 1: Emancipation and Reconstruction, 1863-1877 
 
 

Thursday, 
January 20th 

Week 2: The West, 1865-1896 
 

Thursday, 
January 27th 
 

Week 3: Industrial America, 1877-1900 
 

Thursday, 
February 3rd 
 

Week 4: Workers and Farmers in the Age of Organization, 1877-1900 
GROUP PROJECT ONE DUE (Future History of Covid) 
 

Thursday, 
February 10th 
 

Week 5: Cities, Immigrants, and the Nation, 1880-1914 
 
 

Thursday, 
February 17th 

Week 6: Progressivism and the Search for Order, 1900-1917 
 

Thursday, 
February 24th 
 

Week 7: Empire and Wars, 1898-1918 
 
 

Thursday, 
March 3rd 

Week 8: The Twenties, 1919-1929 
GROUP PROJECT TWO DUE (Local History Project) 
 

Thursday, 
March 10th 

Week 9: Depression, Dissent, and the New Deal, 1929-1940 
 
 

Thursday, 
March 24th 

Week 10: World War II, 1933-1945 
 

Thursday, 
March 31st 
 

Week 11: The Opening of the Cold War, 1945-1961 
 

Thursday, 
April 7th 

Week 12: Troubled Innocence, 1945-1961 
GROUP PROJECT THREE DUE (Advertisement Analysis) 

Thursday, 
April 14th 
 

Week 13: Liberalism and its Challengers, 1960-1973 
 

Thursday, 
April 21st 
 

Week 14: Conservatism and its Challengers, 1968-1992 
 

Thursday, 
April 28th 
 

Week 15: The End of the Cold War and the Challenge of Globalization 
GROUP PROJECT FOUR DUE (Black Freedom Struggle History Itinerary) 
 

Thursday, 
May 5th 
 

Final Exam* 
  *optional for students who complete all other assignments 
 

Thursday, 
May 12th 
 

 
 


