
MUAG 1117 Percussion Methods Syllabus

Tuesday & Thursday 9:30-10:50 A.M.

Room: M142
Ryan Burd, T.A.  Bain 207 (appointment only)

Email:  RyanBurd@mac.com   Phone: 843-290-3786

Course Description: 

The purpose of this course is to provide music education majors with basic information concerning teaching methods and performance techniques for musical instruments common to the percussion family.  Students will follow a course of study that will enable them to teach beginning students at the elementary or secondary school levels and to continue to provide them with an accepted, organized approach to learning and developing percussion techniques and skills.  

This course of study is designed to acquaint students with the history of each major instrument found in the percussion family, their acoustical properties and methods of sound production, and the idiosyncrasies of percussion music notation.  It will provide future band and orchestra directors with a rudimentary technique on many of the instruments labeled percussion, concentrating on those that are most common to today’s elementary, middle, and high school band and orchestra literature.  

Specific Goals for the Course: 

Though this course the student will:

1. Demonstrate on each of the percussion instruments, either by written or performance tests, an accurate knowledge in the following areas of pedagogy: 

· Instrument assembly and care

· Grips and hand positions

· Varieties of sticks and mallets

· Acoustical characteristics of each percussion instrument as they affect tone production, tone quality, etc. 
2. Identify practical and acoustical ranges of the instruments.

3. Participate in a class instructional process designed to identify, diagnose, and prescribe common solutions to performance problems encountered by students.

4. Be able to choose graded materials and literature that will account for a systematic growth in the musical and technical development of the school percussion student.

5. Become familiar with the various brands of percussion instruments to adequately advise students and parents in the selection of instruments that will fit their budget.

6. Understand and possess methods to successfully meet the challenges of percussion education in the public school music curriculum.

Required Materials:

Gary Cook.  Teaching Percussion, Third Edition.  Thomson Schirmer Publications, 2006.

One pair of “General” Drumsticks.  Innovative IP-1, or other 5B model is recommended.  

One Snare Drum Practice Pad for use in class and at home.

Attendance:

Attendance will be taken each class period.  Students are allowed to be absent a total of one week of class (2 class periods) without penalty.  Each subsequent absence will lower the student’s final grade by one letter.  Tardiness of more than ten minutes will be considered an absence.  If a student is absent for a school related function, documented illness, or other reasonable excuse, it is the student’s responsibility to communicate with the instructor and make-up any missed work.  All make-up work will be given at the discretion of the instructor.

Grading:

Three Written Exams

100 points each (300 total)

Three Performance Exams

100 points each (300 total)

Portfolio



300 points

Class Participation


100 points





1000 points total

Portfolio:

The portfolio will be a documentation of your work in this class.  It will be an invaluable reference to the student teaching percussionists.  To earn a minimum grade (250 points) on the portfolio it must contain the following:


1.  typed class notes and class assignments (50 points)


2.  class handouts and class texts (50 points)

3.  2 current articles relating to percussion education with a short review of each (article sources: PAS.org, Innovative Percussion, Vic Firth, etc.) (50 points)


4.  2 percussion concert/solo recital reviews (50 points each, 100 points total)

An additional 50 points will be awarded based on neatness, appropriateness of articles, and overall quality of portfolio.

Your Portfolio must be an individual effort.   Notes and reviews must be your own work and outside sources must be accredited accordingly.

Two percussion concert/solo recital reviews

For this portion of your portfolio, attendance at any UNT percussion department performance will count, including: percussion departmentals (Friday’s at 1:00 in the Recital Hall), solo recitals, and percussion ensemble concerts.  At least one of the papers must be from the “Global Rhythms” concert or the “Night of Percussion” concert.   Dates and times are available at www.music.unt.edu/percussion.   Click on events. 
This review will consist largely of a detailed commentary on percussion techniques used during the concert.  Within this commentary, one might discuss why particular techniques were good or bad, the types of sticks/mallets used and whether they were appropriate, or new general or technical performance aspects learned by attending the concert.  Include the physical set-up used in each piece (if applicable) and why that might have been chosen.  Briefly discuss a challenge that each particular piece may pose to percussion students (rhythmic, technical, conceptual, independence, endurance, etc.) and how you might address it when teaching.  

Performance review specifics:
· One page minimum, two pages maximum

· Every review is due within a week of the concert attendance.

· Reviews turned in after the end of the required class meeting will not be accepted

· Students are responsible for handing in a printed copy of the review, regardless of what happens in the computer lab prior to the class meeting (“save early and often”).  You must include a copy of the program with your review.

· You will be graded on the thoroughness and clarity of your observations

Format of review:
· 12 point font using only Times New Roman

· no more than a 1” border around the entire document

· double spaced body of document using the following model; 


Name and Date on top line (right margin justified)

double space

MUAG 1117 review: name of performing group or individual (centered)

double space

Body or review (double spaced and left margin justified)

· Review should be free of spelling and grammatical errors.

· In the interest of getting the best information possible, you may want to contact the performers to answer any further questions.  

· Failure to adhere to these guidelines will result in either a lowered grade or a non-acceptance of your review.
Grade of “I” Incomplete:

An incomplete is a non punitive grade given only during the last one-fourth of the semester and only if a student: 1) is passing the course; 2) has a justifiable reason why the work cannot be completed in scheduled; and 3) makes arrangements with the instructor to complete the course at a later date by completing specific requirements the instructor lists on the grade sheet.  All work in the course must be completed within the specified time (not to exceed one year after the end of the course.)  In order to receive an incomplete the student must sign a contract that specifies the work required for completion of the course requirements.  The student must get the appropriate forms from the College of Music Office and initiate the request for an incomplete.

Americans with Disabilities Act:

The College of Music complies with the Americans With Disabilities Act in making reasonable accommodation for qualified students with disabilities.  If you have and established disability as defined in the ADA and would like to request accommodation, please see the instructor as soon as possible.

Scholastic Honesty Policy:

The UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline provides penalties for misconduct by students, including academic dishonesty.  Academic dishonesty includes cheating and plagiarism.  The term “cheating” includes, but is not limited to: 1) the use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; 2) the dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; 3) the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty member or staff of the University.  The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, the use by paraphrase of direct quotation, of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgement.  It also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.

Any instances of cheating or plagiarism in this class will result in an automatic “F” for the course, and appropriate action will be taken by the University.

This syllabus may be modified at the discretion of the instructor.  Changes will be discussed in class and/or via email.  
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