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University of North Texas
HIST 3871.401 – America in the Gilded Age
2026 Course Syllabus

ANY QUESTIONS OR PROBLEMS ABOUT TECHNOLOGY CONTACT CANVAS
Email: helpdesk@unt.edu Phone: (940) 565-2324
This class operates best with Firefox or Chrome. Do not take quizzes using Internet Explorer

Instructor:	Dr. Courtney Welch 

E-Mail: Courtney.Welch@unt.edu - Please put HIST 3871– America in the Gilded Age Online in the subject heading of all emails. 

Office Hours: Wednesdays 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. Wooten Hall 231A
Office Phone: 940-565-2288

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course seeks to familiarize students with the major topics in American history from 1865-1912.  We will focus on diverse subjects including politics, race, gender, economic, and cultures, all the while attempting to understand how these historical events affected the lives of everyday citizens.  Try to think of history as not solely an impressive recitation of names and dates, but rather a long interwoven tale of complex social, cultural, and political forces.

Note that the university and this instructor recognizes the observation of all religious holidays.

REQUIRED MATERIALS:
You are expected to read the chapters in the textbook and reader as outlined in the attached list of dates.  Reading the chapters in the textbook and reader as assigned will assist you in comprehending the material in the modules. 

Reader/Textbook:
Calhoun, Charles W. (Ed.) The Gilded Age: Perspectives on the Origins of Modern America. 2nd edition ISBN-13: 978-0742550384


Book Paper Books: You will write on 4 of the following books – see schedule for due dates

Morris, Charles. The Tycoons: How Andrew Carnegie, John d. Rockefeller, Jay Gould and J. P. Morgan invented the American Super Economy. Holt Paperbacks (2006) 
ISBN-13: 978-0805081343

Millard, Candice. Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine and the Murder of a President. Anchor Books (2012) ISBN-13: 978-0767929714

Ziegelman, Jane. 97 Orchard: An Edible History of Five Immigrant Families in One New York Tenement. (2011) Harper Paperbacks ISBN-13: 978-0061288517

Traxel, David. 1898: The Birth of the American Century. (1998) Vintage Books. ISBN-13: 978-0307480804

Larson, Erik. Isaac’s Storm: A Man, A Time and the Deadliest Hurricane in History. Crown Publishers (1999) ISBN-13: 978-0375708275


COURSE OBJECTIVES:
· Students will identify significant events individuals, wars and social and economic changes to America between 1877-1912.

· Students will analyze the major themes in the social, political, and economic development of Gilded Age America.

· Students will synthase historical documents and construct arguments based on the documents read and projects presented.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES: By the end of the semester, students will know the significant events, individuals, wars and social and economic changes to the United States during the Gilded Age.

STUDENTS WILL: 
· Identify the qualities of a Robber Baron and captain of industry.
· Identify the impact of Big Business and growth of industry had on 19th century America.
· Identify the sources of conflict that led to the American Indian Wars of the nineteenth century.
· Evaluate the U.S. policy of assimilation of Native Americans
· Identify the concept of the end of the frontier in U.S. history
· Examine the rise of consumer culture in the late nineteenth century
· Assess the impact of the disenfranchisement of African Americans in the South during the last part of the nineteenth century
· Understand the impact of the Second Industrial Revolution
· Examine the advent of such late nineteenth-century inventions as electricity, the telephone, and the lightbulb.
· Describe the women’s suffrage movement at the end of the nineteenth century
· Explain the rise and fall of the Populist Party
· Examine the development of the Settlement House movement
· Assess the impact of new immigrant groups in the United States in the late nineteenth century
· Describe the effects mass urbanization had on American life
· Assess the hazards of tenement living in the late nineteenth century
· Understand the cause and effect of labor unrest, child labor and industrial strikes that occurred during the Gilded Age
· Examine the amusements and entertainment of the Gilded Age 
· Define American imperialism
· Examine the Spanish-American War
· Examine the effect of crime and disasters during the Gilded Age
· Understand the rise of Theodore Roosevelt

CLASS STRUCTURE: This class is separated into modules. Each chapter contains additional resources to explore and discover. Please download and read the syllabus. Most of the answers to any questions you have are in this document. 

VIEWING GRADES IN CANVAS Points you receive for graded activities will be posted to the Grades area in Canvas. I will update the online grades each time a grading session has been completed—typically 3 days following the completion of an activity, excluding the final, whereas final grades are due 2 days after the final exam week closes.

BOOK PAPERS AND DISCUSSION POSTS:   Every student will complete four book papers from the 5 required assigned course books (not the books listed as textbooks) and 3 Discussion Posts.  Please refer to the course schedule for their due dates.  Each book paper is worth 100 points.  Each book paper will answer a question that relates the book subject matter with the course content.  You will receive 10 points added to your first book paper if you email me an appropriate picture of UNT's Scrappy.
Book papers will be submitted to Turnitin on Canvas on the day it is due – see schedule.
CONTENT MASTERY QUIZZES:  There are 2 content mastery quizzes that will measure the basic content of the course.  Please refer to the due dates in the syllabus.

BOOK PAPERS:
Every student will write four book papers on the four assigned books authored by Morris, Millard, Ziegelman, Traxel or Larson.  Please refer to the course schedule for the due dates.  Each book paper is worth 100 points and will be graded by an attached rubric.  Each book paper will answer a question or set of questions that will require you to synthesis the class content and material with the readings. Book papers will be submitted to Turnitin on Canvas – which will conduct a similarity run for plagiarism and AI – Note of caution – Turnitin now features an AL Writing Indicator score for an instructor’s review. 


LATE WORK POLICY: Pay attention to the deadlines outlined in this syllabus.
Late submissions will require documentation of the reason or not meeting the original due date.  These are not “RE-DO” opportunities.  These late submissions will have a 10-point deduction for the late submission unless the documentation satisfies a university approved excuse.

PLAGARISM and Use of AI:
We use a program called Turnitin, which checks extensively for Plagiarism. If you are caught using someone else’s work (cheating) you will fail the exam and possibly this whole course. Per the University of North Texas Undergraduate Catalog “Code of Student Conduct and Discipline,” incidents of cheating, plagiarism (presenting another person’s work as one’s own), or other academic misconduct may be punishable by the assignment of a grade of zero, failure in the course, or expulsion from the university. Don’t do it, it’s just not worth it. For more about plagiarism, go to About Plagiarism website. 

** If you choose to use AI and the assignment scores over 20% use of AI then you MUST include a written description and explanation of how and why you decided to use AI.  This must be submitted in a separate document in the Turnitin assignment dropbox.

If your assignment receives a 100% AI score that assignment’s grade will result in a zero.

Late submissions will require documentation of the reason or not meeting the original due date.  These are not “RE-DO” opportunities.  These late submissions will have a 10-point deduction for the late submission unless the documentation satisfies a university approved excuse.


ODA: “The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.”

ASSIGNMENTS:
Content Mastery Quizzes – 20% of your overall grade
Discussion Posts (3) – 20% of your overall grade
Book Papers (4) – 60 % of your overall grade

Graduate Students taking this course as a bump up course will complete a 15-page research paper based on a mutually agreed topic that is consistent with the course material. The student’s final grade will be based on this research assignment

Course Topic Schedule

	DATE
	TOPICS
	ASSIGNMENTS

	January 13, 2026
	Introduction

	

	January 15-20, 2026
	Reconstruction/ Effects of the Civil War

	Calhoun chapter 7

	January 22-27, 2026
	The New South

	Calhoun chapter 5

	January 29 – February 3, 2026

	The End of the West




	Complete Carlisle Indian School Digital Resource Discussion Post by Feb 3, 2026 at 11:59 p.m. (Module 2)

Calhoun chapter 8

	February 5, 2026 
	Law and the Constitution in the Gilded Age

	Calhoun chapters 15-16

	February 10-12 2026
	Excess of Big Business

	Submit book paper on Charles Morris’ The Tycoons by Feb. 12, 2026, at 11:59 p.m.

Calhoun chapter 1


	February 17, 2026
	Technology, Inventions, and Science

	Complete Discussion Post “A Trip Down Market Street” by Feb. 12, 2026 at 11:59 p.m. (Module 4)

Calhoun chapters 2 and 9


	February 19-March 3, 2026
	Gilded Age Politics and Woman’s Suffrage

	Submit book paper on Candace Millard’s Destiny of the Republic by March 3, 2026 at 11:59 p.m.

Calhoun chapters 11-12

	February 26, 2026
	No Class – Out of Town

	

	March 5, 2026
	Populism
	Content Master Quiz 1 open from March 2-5, 2026 due March 5, 2026 at 11:59 p.m. 

Calhoun chapter 13


	March 9-13, 2026
	Spring Break

	

	March 17-19, 2026
	Immigration and the Statue of Liberty

	Complete book paper on Jane Ziegelman’s 97 Orchard by March 19, 2026, by 11:59 p.m.

Calhoun chapter 4


	March 24-26, 2026
	Rise in Industrial Warfare/Working Class Life

	Complete discussion Post “Homestead Strike” by March 26, 2026 by 11:59 p.m. (Module 8)

Calhoun chapters 3 and 6


	March 31- April 2, 2026
	Culture, Society and Leisure in the Gilded Age

	Calhoun chapter 10

	April 2, 2026
	Culture, Society and Leisure in the Gilded Age
Visit to the Texas Fashion Collection
Annette Decker
Director

	

	April 7-14, 2026
	Imperialism and the Spanish American War

	Complete Traxel’s 1898 by April 14, 2026, by 11:59 p.m.

Calhoun chapter 14


	April 16-21, 2026
	Crimes and Disasters in the Gilded Age

	Complete book paper on Eric Larson’s Isaac’s Storm by April 21, 2026, by 11:59 p.m.


	April 23, 2026
	The Rise of Teddy Roosevelt

	

	April 28, 2026
	Course Wrap Up – What have we learned?

	Content Mastery Quiz 2 open from April 27-30, 2026 – due April 30, 2026 at 11:59 p.m.

	April 30, 2026
	Conference Day

	

	May 1, 2026 
	Reading Day – No Class

	




ACCEPTABLE STUDENT BEHAVIOR:
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  Visit the Code of Student Conduct website. 

SEXUAL DISCRIMATION AND ASSAULT:                                                               
UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these acts of aggression, please know that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff members trained to support you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. 
UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to help support survivors, depending on their unique needs.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: The University of North Texas provides students a number of resources to enable them to succeed in their studies. The Department of History also provides the History Help Center and History Department Library that are staffed by graduate students who can assist students with tutoring and essay writing advice. Below is contact information for helpful student resources: History Help Center, Wooten 220, (940) 565-4772. History Dept. Library, Wooten 267, (940) 369-7681

STUDENT SUCCESS AT UNT: If you find that you have any trouble keeping up with assignments or other aspects of the course, make sure you let your professor or teaching assistant(s) know as early as possible. As you will find, building rapport and effective relationships are key to becoming an effective professional. Make sure that you are proactive in informing your instructor or teaching assistant(s) when difficulties arise during the semester so that we can help you find a solution.
 As a UNT student, you’ve got a lot on your plate. But you’ve also got lots of resources and plenty of people at UNT who want you to succeed. Start your college career off strong and define your future. This fall UNT is launching a new campaign - “Succeed at UNT” - to provide students with consistent student success messages, and user-friendly, accessible links to student support services. 


