History of the American Childhood
History 3410.001

Instructor: Dr. Courtney Welch   			Email: courtney.welch@unt.edu
								
Office Location: Wooten Hall 231 A
Office Hours: Thursdays 11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. – in-person
Phone: 940-369-2288	

Course Description:
Students will examine childhood as a social and historical construct and explores how race, class, economics, war, gender and geography affected children’s health, growth, education and access to safe spaces. This course explores how historical events such as colonialism, slavery, revolution, the rise of the modern state, the professionalism of medicine and social work, compulsory education, children’s literature, the developing legal concepts about children’s rights affect the development and experience of the American childhood.

Learning Objectives: Students will  . . .
1. Examine childhood as a historical construct and explain how race, gender, class, and geography have impacted definitions of childhood and created inequalities among children.

2. Identify and summarize the impact that historical developments, beginning in the 17th century, have had on children and childhood, including colonialism, slavery, revolution, industrialization, the rise of the modern state, the professionalizing of medicine, psychology, and education, war, the Cold War, and the rise of consumer culture. 

3. Identify and analyze shifting concepts related to children and childhood, including: parental authority and children’s rights, delinquency, play, children’s literature, alternative education, youth, and the child consumer.

4. Display competency in using and analyzing both primary and secondary sources, assessing scholarly arguments, questioning the historical origins of categories and concepts, using professional research methods and citation practices, developing and producing a research project.

Required Books:
Mintz, Steven. Huck’s Raft: A History of American Childhood. Harvard University Press, 2006. ISBN: 978-0674019980

Adams, David Wallace. Education for Extinction: American Indians and the Boarding School Experience, 1875-1928. The University Press of Kansas, 1995. ISBN: 978-0700608386

Gordon, Linda. The Great Orphan Abduction. Harvard University Press, 1999. ISBN: 978-0674005358


Cohen, Robert. Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: Letters from Children of the Great Depression. The University of North Carolina Press, 2002. ISBN: 978-0807827475

Tunnell, Michael and Chilcoat, George. The Children of Topaz: The Story of Japanese American Internment Camp. Holiday House press, 1996. ISBN: 978-1461199502

Grieve, Victoria. Little Cold Warriors: American Childhood in the 1950s. Oxford University Press, 2018. ISBN: 978-0197532904

Attendance:
Students are expected to attend class meetings regularly and to abide by the attendance policy established for the course.  It is important that you communicate with the professor and the instructional team prior to being absent, so you, the professor, and the instructional team can discuss and mitigate the impact of the absence on your attainment of course learning goals.  Please inform the professor and instructional team if you are unable to attend class meetings because you are ill, in mindfulness of the health and safety of everyone in our community. 

Observation of Religious Holy Days:
If you plan to observe a religious holy day that coincides with a class day, please notify me as soon as possible.

Disability Statement:
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.

Academic Integrity:
Academic integrity emanates from a culture that embraces the core values of trust and honesty necessary for full learning to occur. As a student-centered public research university, the University of North Texas promotes the integrity of the learning process by establishing and enforcing academic standards. Academic dishonesty breaches the mutual trust necessary in an academic environment and undermines all scholarship. See UNT Policy 18.1.16.
UNT Policy link on Academic Integrity –
 https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf
Acceptable Student Behavior:
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.deanofstudents.unt.edu

Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, and Assault                                                               
UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these acts of aggression, please know that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff members trained to support you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. 
UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to help support survivors, depending on their unique needs: http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources.
Recording Policy:
· Anyone enrolled in the class may make audio recording of my lectures for their own personal use in studying for the course. However, taking images of either the professor or students are prohibited.
· Absolutely no recordings of any kind (images, video, audio, or otherwise) of the class or my lectures may be posted online for any reason. Among other things, this is a potential violation of the Federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).
History Help Center:
Location:  Wooten Hall , room 220
Times: Monday – Thursday 8:00a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
		     Fridays 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Graduate Students staff the center during the hours above in order to proctor exams and answer student’s questions about various historical topics.  For editing and writing help, please seek out the Writing Center on campus.


Assignments (All Students):
Book Papers:
Every student will conduct four book papers from the Adams, Gordon, Wood, Tunnel/Cohen and Grieve books.  Please refer to the course schedule for their due dates.  Each book papers is worth 100 points.  Each book paper will answer a question that relates the book subject matter with the course content.  You will receive 10 points added to your first book paper if you email me a appropriate picture of a holiday inspired picture of Scrappy.
Students will read all of the books to prepare for the class discussion on the books.


** If you choose to use AI and the assignment scores over 20% use of AI then you MUST include a written description and explanation of how and why you decided to use AI.  This explanation MUST be specific to the assignment and must be submitted in a separate document in the Turnitin assignment dropbox.

If your assignment receives a 100% AI score that assignment’s grade will result in a zero.


Cobblestone Paper (5 pages minimum – 100 points) – Select three articles from the children’s history magazine Cobblestone (available via the Willis library databases – 1993 - present) on an events/movements/persons in American history. These articles are written for children aged 8-13.  Each issue has a theme that is reinforced throughout the magazine.
https://discover.library.unt.edu/catalog/b3737892

 In choosing three articles from different decades answer the following questions:

· Assess if the presentation of historical topics to children has changed over time. 

· How accurate and detailed are these historical articles? If no, Why?

· Should historians write differently for children? Why? Why not?

· Do you agree with the conclusions drawn?

· Does the author effectively use sources and argumentation to prove his or her thesis?



	Date
	Topics
	Assignments

	August 17, 2026
	Introduction and Syllabus

	

	August 19-21, 2026
	Colonial Children
	Huck’s Raft chapters 1 - 2


	August 24, 2026
	Witches or Bored Children?
	Huck’s Raft chapters 1 - 2


	August 26-28, 2026
	Sons and Daughters of Liberty 

	Huck’s Raft chapters 3 and 4


	August 31, 2026
	The Idea of the Middle Class Child

	Huck’s Raft chapter 4


	September 2, 2026
	Early 19th Century Childhood

	Huck’s Raft chapter 4


	September 4, 2026
	Child Literature Reform

	

	September 7, 2026

	LABOR DAY
	NO CLASS

	September 9-11, 2026
	Slavery, Civil War and Childhood

	Huck’s Raft chapter 5 and 6



	September 14-16, 2020
	Childhood and the American West

	Huck’s Raft chapter 7


	September 18, 2026
	Book Discussion: Adams – Education for Extinction


	Adams Paper due by September 18, 2026 at 11:59 p.m.


	September 21-25, 2026
	Gilded Age, Immigration and Child Labor

	Huck’s Raft chapters 7-8


	September 28-30, 2026
	Progressive Era and Saving the Child

	Huck’s Raft chapters 7-8


	October 2, 2026
	Book Discussion: Gordon -Arizona Orphan

	Gordon Paper due by October 2, 2026 at 11:59 p.m.


	October 5-7, 2026
	1920s – Children as Consumers

	Huck’s Raft chapters 10-11



	October 9-12, 2026
	Children in the Great Depression

	Huck’s Raft chapter 12


	October 14-16, 2026
	The Effect of the New Deal on America’s Children

	Huck’s Raft chapter 12


	October 19-21, 2026
	Mobilizing America’s Children in WWII

	Huck’s Raft chapter 13

	October 23, 2026
	Book Discussion: Tunnell – The Children of Topaz
Cohen - Dear Mrs. Roosevelt
 
	Tunnell/Cohen Paper due by October 23, 2026 at 11:59 p.m.

	October 26-28, 2026
	Living in a Nuclear World – Children of the Cold War

	

	October 30, 2026
	Adolescence: The invention of the American teenager

	Huck’s Raft chapters 14-16


	November 2, 2026
	Out of Town – No Class

	

	November 6-9, 2026

	Children and The Civil Rights Movement

	Huck’s Raft chapters 14-16


	November 11, 2026

	Book Discussion: Grieve – Little Cold Warriors

	Grieve Paper due by November 11, 2026 at 11:59 p.m.


	November 13, 2026
	The Great Society and Children

	Huck’s Raft chapters 14-16


	November 16, 2026

	1970s-1980s
	Huck’s Raft chapters 14-16


	November 18-20, 2026

	1990s
	Huck’s Raft chapters 14-16

Cobblestone Papers Due to Turnitin by 11:59 p.m.
on November 20, 2026 at 11:59 p.m.



	November 23-27, 2026
	THANKSGIVING BREAK

	

	November 30, 2026
	Modern Childhood - 21st century

	Huck’s Raft chapter 17


	December 2, 2026

	CONFERENCE DAY
	

	December 4, 2026
	READING DAY

	



