
History 3850.001 - The National Era: The Age of Jefferson and Jackson
Fall 2026

Instructor: Dr. Courtney Welch   			Email: courtney.welch@unt.edu
								
Office Location: Wooten Hall 231A
Office Hours: Thursdays 11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. – in-person
Phone: 940-565-2288

Course Description:
The course examines the years 1789 to 1848, from writing and implementing the U. S. Constitution, Thomas Jefferson's self-proclaimed "revolution" in American politics, the rise of Jacksonian Democracy, concluding with the Mexican War. 
We will be focusing on several aspects of political and cultural life during the period including but not limited to - American expansionism, military conflicts, legislative debates, social reform, immigration, slavery, and urban and rural life.  
Using a variety of readings we will study this period in terms of its ideas and institutions, forming a critical analysis of these important developments and their effect on American society. 

Learning Objectives:
· Students will define the primary goals of the New Republic and assess the early government’s ability to uphold those goals.

· Students will examine the need for our Constitution and its effects on our society.

· Students will analyze President Washington’s administration and the political struggle between Democratic-Republicans and Federalists.

· Students will examine the policies and events which initiated the War of 1812 and the creation of the Monroe Doctrine.

· Students will examine the impact of the cotton and slavery markets that embroiled America in sectional disputes up through the 1830’s.

· Students will analyze the significance of Thomas Jefferson’s administration.

· Students will analyze the significance of Andrew Jackson’s administration.

· Students will understand the growth and effect of immigration, urbanization and industrialization on American society in the early 19th century

· Students will examine the reform movements that occurred in American society during the early 19th century.

· Students will analyze the significance of the Mexican-American War in terms of its political, economic, and social impact.

· Students will examine the reasons behind America’s “Manifest Destiny” and analyze its implementation and the long term consequences of American’s belief in the ideology.

· Students will interact linking the content material with classroom activities, discussions, and projects in small groups.

· Students will be given an opportunity to advance their critical reading, writing, and thinking skills through in class document analysis.


Required Books (Text):
Wilentz, Sean. The Rise of American Democracy: Jefferson to Lincoln 
ISBN-13 – 978-0393329216

Required For Book Papers: 

Ellis, Joseph. Founding Brothers ISBN-13 – 978-0375705243
 
Ambrose, Stephen E. Undaunted Courage ISBN-13 ‏ : ‎ 978-0780773998
 
Inskeep, Steven.  Jacksonland: President Andrew Jackson, Cherokee Chief John Ross, and a Great American Land Grab - ISBN-13 -978-0143108313

Oates, Stephen B. The Fires in Jubilee: Nat Turner's Fierce Rebellion - ISBN -13 - 978-0062656551
 
Edwards, Laura. Only the Clothes on her back ISBN-13 - 978-0197568576

Greenburg Amy.     A Wicked War: Polk, Clay, Lincoln, and the 1946 Invasion of Mexico ISBN-13 – 978-0307475992


Attendance:
Make an informed decision about class attendance. Regular attendance allows you to follow the content and context of lecture material as well as helping you develop listening and note-taking skills. Regular attendance also demonstrates that you have made an effort in the class, something that is taken into consideration at the end of the semester, especially for those with a borderline average. No one will be penalized for poor attendance, but the infrequent classroom visitor should not count on any special consideration at grade time. As this is a lecture format course, class attendance is essential. Attendance is an expectation and will be taken each class session by sign-in sheet.  


Observation of Religious Holy Days:
If you plan to observe a religious holy day that coincides with a class day, please notify me as soon as possible.

Disability Statement:
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.

Acceptable Student Behavior:
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.deanofstudents.unt.edu

Recordings Policy:
· Anyone enrolled in the class may make audio recording of my lectures for their own personal use in studying for the course. However, video recordings or taking images of any aspect of the class or lecture (including images or video recordings of either the professor or students) are prohibited.
· Absolutely no recordings of any kind (images, video, audio, or otherwise) of the class or my lectures may be posted online for any reason. Among other things, this is a potential violation of the Federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).
Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, and Assault     
                                                          
UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these acts of aggression, please know that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff members trained to support you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. 
UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to help support survivors, depending on their unique needs: http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources.

History Help Center:
Location:  Wooten Hall , room 220
Times: Monday – Thursday 8:00a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
	Fridays 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Graduate Students staff the center during the hours above in order to proctor exams and answer student’s questions about various historical topics.  For editing and writing help, please seek out the Writing Center on campus.

Writing Center:
Location: SAGE Hall, room 152
Phone: 940-565-2563
· Undergraduate students receive 30 minutes of one-on-one tutoring at Sage Hall, Room 152
· Undergraduate students receive 30 minutes of one-on-one tutoring at Willis Library, Room 250H (walk-ins only)
· Undergraduate students receive 30 minutes of one-on-one tutoring using our online tutoring service (must schedule 24 hours in advance)
Learning Center:
Location: SAGE Hall, room 315
Phone: 940-369-7006
Staff will provides one-on-one, online and group tutoring

Assignments:

Book Papers:
Every student will write five book papers choosing from the Ellis, Ambrose, Inskeep, Oates, Edwards and Greenburg books.  Please refer to the course schedule for their due dates.  Each book papers is worth 100 points.  Each book paper will answer a question that relates the book subject matter with the course content.  You will receive 10 points added to your first book paper if you email me a picture of Scrappy!
Students will read all of the books to prepare for the class discussion on the books.



The papers will be uploaded in Canvas through the Turnitin™ which will conduct a similarity run for plagiarism and AI. 
Note of caution: Turnitin™ now features an AI Writing Indicator score for an instructor’s review. If a student’s paper reveals non-human artificial intelligence content, expect an investigation of the results.

** If you choose to use AI and the assignment scores over 20% use of AI then you MUST include a written description and explanation of how and why you decided to use AI.  This explanation MUST be specific to the assignment and must be submitted in a separate document in the Turnitin assignment dropbox.

If your assignment receives a 100% AI score that assignment’s grade will result in a zero.

Late submissions for Book Papers will require documentation of the reason for not meeting the original due date.  These are NOT “redo” opportunities.  These late submissions will have a 10-point deduction for the late submission unless documentation is submitted.


Content Mastery Quizzes:
There will be 3 Content Mastery Quizzes that will each be worth 80 points.  They will be a series of multiple-choice questions that will measure the general knowledge acquired from class lectures and textbook readings.  See attached schedule for the due dates – these quizzes will be completed online on the Canvas course page.

Course Requirements for Graduate Students:
In addition to attending lectures, completing the readings, book reviews, and tests, graduate students in this course will be expected to write a historiographical essay of 8-10 pages on a topic chosen in consultation with the instructor.  

UNT Policy on Academic Integrity – https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.AcadIntegrity.Final_.pdf
 

Grading:
Content Quizzes – 40% of your grade
Book Papers - 60% of your grade

Graduate Student Historiographical Essay – applicable only to graduate students

_________________________________________________________________________





Course Schedule:
This is an outline of our schedule with the corresponding readings for each lecture. This schedule can be amended at any time.

	DATE
	TOPIC
	READINGS/ASSISGNMENTS


	August 17, 2026
	Introduction/Syllabus

	

	August 19, 2026
	Revolutionary Background: Articles of Confederation to Constitution


	Wilentz – chapters 1 and 2

	August 21-24, 2026
	Feuding Fathers 
Hamilton vs. Jefferson Philosophies


	
Wilentz – chapters 1 and 2

	August 26-28, 2026
	The Washington Administration

	

	August 31-September 4, 2026
	John Adams as President
Quasi-War and the Sedition Act

September 4th - Ellis – Founding Brothers
Book Discussion

	Book Paper Due on Canvas by 11:59 p.m. on September 4, 2024

	September 7, 2026

	LABOR DAY
	NO CLASS

	September 9-11, 2026
	Election of 1800 and the Jeffersonian Vision 



	
Wilentz – Chapters 3 and 4

	September 14, 2026
	Exploration of Lewis and Clark 

	
Wilentz – Chapters 3 and 4

	September 16, 2026
	Ambrose – Undaunted Courage Book Discussion

	Book Paper Due on Canvas by 11:59 p.m. on September 16, 2026


	September 18-21, 2026
	War of 1812


	

	September 23-28, 2026
	Era of Good Feelings


	Wilentz – Chapters 6 -9

Content Quiz 1 available September 23-25, 2026 until 11:59 pm on September 25, 2026


	September 30, 2026
	Early Andrew Jackson



	Wilentz – Chapter 10



	October 2-5, 2026
	Jacksonian Democracy and the Rise of the “Common Man”

	Wilentz – Chapters 12-16

	October 7. 2026
	Inskeep Book Discussion: 
Jacksonland

	Book Paper Due on Canvas by 11:59 p.m. on October 7, 2026


	October 9-14, 2026
	Market Revolution and Industrialization

	Content Quiz 2 available October 12-14, 2026 until 11:59 pm on October 14, 2026


	October 16-19, 2026
	Immigration and the Changing Nation 

	

	October 21-23, 2026
	Social and Cultural Aspects of the New Republic

	

	October 26, 2026

	Edwards – Only Clothes Book Discussion


	Book Paper Due on Canvas by 11:59 p.m. on October 26, 2026


	October 28-30, 2026
	Religion and the Age of Reform

	

	November 2, 2026
	Out of Town – No Class

	

	November 4-6, 2026
	Slavery and the Nation


	Wilentz – Chapters 17-18



	November 9-11 2026
	Manifest Destiny and Texas Revolution

	Wilentz – Chapter 19

	November 13, 2026
	Oates – The Fires in Jubliee
Book Discussion
	Book Paper Due on Canvas by 11:59 p.m. on November 13, 2026



	November 18-20, 2026

	Mexican War 
	Wilentz – Chapters 20 and 21

	November 20, 2026
	Greenberg Book Discussion
A Wicked War

	Book Paper Due on Canvas by 11:59 p.m. on November 20, 2026


	November 23-27, 2026
	Thanksgiving Holiday 
	NO CLASS


	November 30, 2026
	Review, Wrap Up and What Have We Learned?

	Content Quiz 3 available November 30 – December 2, 2026 until 11:59 pm on December 2, 2026


	December 2, 2026

	Conference Day
	

	December 4, 2026
	Reading Day – No Class 
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