
DFST 2033.020,026 PARENTING IN DIVERSE FAMILIES (Internet course)
Instructor:
Miranda Leddy, M.A. 



Spring 2016
Office:


MATT 322 #7 (see map on blackboard)


Office Hours:

T/TH 9:30-11:30am, Wed 2:00-4:00pm, 

or by appointment








Email:


Miranda.Leddy@unt.edu
Course Description:

Commonalities and differences in parenting, caregiving, and family life are emphasized from systems, ecological, and cross-cultural perspectives. Parenting and caregiving in diverse family forms and cultures are studied in relation to adult-child interactions, parent/school/community relations, family roles, laws, and parenting skills. Satisfies the Understanding the Human Community requirement of the University Core Curriculum. 
Required Text
Brooks, J. (2010). The process of parenting (9th ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill.

Course objectives:

The overall objective of the course is to provide students with an introductory study of the diversity which exists in families, with a specific focus on how parents and culture influence individual development. Topics include:

· Parenting at different developmental stages

· Variation and similarities in parenting styles across cultures

· Societies influence on parenting

· Strategies, objectives, and theories of parenting

Course assignments:  

The overall evaluation for the student will be composed of the following assignments:  (1) 3 exams over course content; (2) 10 Discussion assignments described below; (3) and the parenting license described below
1.  
3 Exams covering course content:
All exams will consist of multiple choice questions and/or a collection of short- answer questions designed to explore issues which have been addressed in the readings during the course of the semester. The combined score of all 3 exams will contribute to 65% of your final grade.
**No make-up exams will be given

2.  
10 Discussions:
Across the course of the semester, 10 discussions will be completed in Blackboard’s discussion board.  Dates for these assignments are included in the syllabus.  Each assignment will be graded on scale of 0-1.  These discussions will contribute a total of 10% toward the student's final grade for the course.
3.
Parenting License:

Each student will be required to think critically about the question if parents should be required to fulfill a license before becoming parents.  This assignment will ask you to create such requirements and defend its reasoning as well as its implementation. The parenting license is due on Wednesday, November 11th at 11:59pm. Your paper must be submitted through Turnitin – the link is included under the “Assignments” tab on Blackboard.  The parenting license in its entirety will be worth 25% of your final grade and no late papers will be accepted. **The format requirements and rubric for grading is included on Blackboard**
Final course grade:
The student's grade for the course will be calculated as follows:


3 exams:
((Exam 1 + Exam 2 + Exam 3) / 3) X .65 
=   ___ points




10 Discussions:

total points 


=   ___ points (max. 10 pts.)


Parenting License:

total points X .25

=   ___ points (max. 25 pts.)
The sum of the points will represent a numerical grade for the course.  Numerical grades will then be transferred to letter grades based on the following scale:


A = 100 to 90


B =  89 to 80


C =  79 to 70


D =  69 to 60


F =  59 and below

	Course Schedule   

	Week 1

1/18
	Become familiar with the course requirements and Blackboard.
	
	

	Week 2

1/25
	The Process of Parenting
	Chapter 1
	Discussion Board Assignment 1

· Response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm.



	Week 3

2/1
	Theoretical Foundations of Parenting 
	Chapter 3 (p. 84-98)
	Discussion Board Assignment 2

· Response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm.



	Week 4

2/8
	Culture and Parenting 
	Chapter 2
	Discussion Board Assignment 3

· Response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm.



	Week 5

2/15
	Learning About and Becoming Parents
	Chapter 3 (p. 70-84, 99-107)

Chapter 4
	Discussion Board Assignment 4

· Response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm.



	Week 6

2/22
	Families: Relationships and Support
	Chapter 5

Chapter 6
	Exam 1- Chapters 1 – 6 

· Available to take Monday at 9:00 am through Thursday at 5:00 pm.

	Week 7

2/29
	Work/Life Balance
	Chapter 12
	Discussion Board Assignment 5

· Response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm.



	Week 8

3/7
	Adoption and Infertility
	Chapter 13
	

	Spring Break

3/14
	Spring Break
	Spring Break
	Spring Break

	Week 9

3/21
	Divorce

Single Parenthood

Remarriage/Step-parenting

Diverse Family Forms
	Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Chapter 16
	Discussion Board Assignment 6

· Response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm.



	Week 10

3/28
	Additional Challenging Situations
	Chapter 17
	Exam 2- Chapters 12 – 17 

· Available to take Monday at 9:00 am through Thursday at 5:00 pm.


	Week 11

4/4
	Parenting Infants and Toddlers
	Chapter 7
	Discussion Board Assignment 7

· Response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm.



	Week 12

4/11
	Parenting Preschoolers
	Chapter 8
	Parenting License due – **April 13th  at 11:59pm**


	Week 13

4/18
	Parenting Elementary-Age Children
	Chapter 9
	Discussion Board Assignment 8

· Response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm.



	Week 14

4/25
	Parenting Adolescents
	Chapter 10
	Discussion Board Assignment 9

· Response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm.



	Week 15

5/2
	Parenting Adults
	Chapter 11
	Discussion Board Assignment 10

· Response due Wednesday at 11:59 pm.



	Week 16

5/9
	Final Exam
	Chapters 7-11
	Final Exam
· Available to take Monday at 9:00 am through Thursday at 5:00 pm.



** Course schedule subject to change
University Policies and Procedures

Academic Dishonesty: Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students, who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term "plagiarism" includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 

ADA Statement: The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://disability.unt.edu. You may also contact them by phone at (940) 565-4323. 

Access to Information - Eagle Connect: Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at http://www.my.unt.edu. All official communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account. For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect and how to forward your e-mail: http:// eagleconnect.unt.edu/ 5 

Retention of Student Records: Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Blackboard online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those mandates at the following link: http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/ferpa.html 

Student Evaluation of Teaching (SETE): Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The Student Evaluation of Teaching (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available at the end of the semester to provide you with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught. 

Succeed at UNT: UNT endeavors to offer you a high-quality education and to provide a supportive environment to help you learn and grown. And, as a faculty member, I am committed to helping you be successful as a student. Here’s how to succeed at UNT: Show up. Find Support. Get advised. Be prepared. Get involved. Stay focused. To learn more about campus resources and information on how you can achieve success, go http:// success.unt.edu/.

