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Political Science 3810 – Spring 2013 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

 
Instructor: Dr. Marijke Breuning 
Office:  Wooten Hall 153  
Office Phone: 940-369-8116 
E-Mail: marijke.breuning@unt.edu 
Office Hours: MWF 11:00am-12:00noon and by appointment.  E-mail anytime with questions. 
 
Assistant: Mr. Jeremy Brannon 
Office:  Wooten Hall 331  
Office Phone: 940-369-8733 
E-Mail: jeremybrannon@my.unt.edu 
Office Hours: MWF 11:00am-1:00pm  
 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 Globalization.  It means that the world is becoming ever more interconnected.  It also 
means that an understanding of the political, economic, and environmental dimensions of that 
interconnectedness is a vital component of 21st century citizenship.  As international relations 
becomes less and less the exclusive domain of policy makers in a country’s capital, it is 
becoming more and more a fact of life for all citizens.  The price of gas, the availability of 
consumer goods, the creation or the loss of jobs, and many other issues depend not only on 
traditional diplomacy emanating from a country’s capital, but also on the actions of CEOs and 
policy makers in other countries and at other levels of government.  International relations, in 
other words, is about much more than power politics. 
 This course provides an introduction to world politics and the concepts and theories of 
this field of study.  The emphasis is on the conceptual tools that help to organize and analyze the 
flood of information about international events which confronts us every day.  However, 
contemporary global problems do play a role in the course and you are expected to keep up with 
the news, but the objective is to enhance understanding of such events by providing a theoretical 
framework.   
 In addition to teaching about international relations as a field of study, this course aims to 
develop greater knowledge and appreciation of cultural diversity by presenting the perspectives 
of other cultures.  The course places particular emphasis on the political and social implications 
of global cultural diversity for the conduct of international relations in both official and informal 
international interactions.  The course encourages students to be critical thinkers, to be self-
reflective, and to develop an understanding of how culture influences both perception and 
behavior.  
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STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND EVALUATION 
 Students are expected to: complete reading assignments on time, attend and participate in 
class, and to take the examinations at the scheduled time.  All written assignments are due as 
specified in the syllabus, on the day noted in this syllabus.  Please be aware that some 
assignments are completed online and some are due in class.   
 As a courtesy to your fellow students (and the instructor), plan to arrive on time, shut off 
(or mute) cell phones and other electronic devices, and remain in the classroom for the duration 
of the class.  You may take notes on a laptop or tablet if you wish, but may not use it for other 
tasks during class.  Taking pictures of powerpoint slides is a poor substitute for notetaking. 

Your attendance and participation will be monitored and factored into your grade.  If you 
are absent because of university-sponsored and/or educational activities, provide the instructor 
with written confirmation of the reason for your absence.   
 If you cannot meet a deadline or cannot be present for an exam, you should contact the 
instructor prior to the date the work is due or the exam is to take place.  E-mail and office phone 
for both the instructor and assistant are listed at the top of this syllabus.  E-mail is the preferred 
option for contacting us.  If you leave a phone message, be aware it may not reach us as quickly 
as an e-mail message, and please include your name and a number where you can be reached.  
Unless you have reached prior agreement with the instructor, the following rules apply:  No late 
assignments will be accepted.  No make-up examinations will be given.   
 The course grade will be determined on basis of the following, with the various 
assignments weighted as indicated: 
 

4 Map Exercises       20 
5 Online Quizzes (lowest grade will be dropped)  20 

 Exam 1       15 
 Book Review Paper      20 
 Exam 2       15 
 Class Attendance and Participation    10 
 
 Course grades are determined on the basis of your final cumulative average, using the 
above weights.  The maximum score in the final cumulative average is 100 and a standard scale 
is employed (i.e. A≥90, B≥80, C≥70, D≥60, F<60).  Fractions of .5 and higher are rounded up 
and small modifications are made when warranted by the performance of the class as a whole – 
although excellent classes are not penalized with a more stringent scale than the standard one! 
 

ASSIGNMENTS AND LEARNING 
 The assignments for the course will together add up to your grade for the course.  
However, they are also targeted to achieve specific learning outcomes.  Here’s what each type of 
assignment is designed to do:  

The map exercises develop and/or enhance geographic literacy.  The exercises include 
both tasks to help you learn where countries are located relative to one another, but also ask you 
to research other questions related to culture, history, and geography.  Note that the assignments 
will be made available through the BlackboardLearn system, but are due in class. 
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The online quizzes test learning through reading.  You will take 5 online quizzes through 
the BlackboardLearn system, within the windows of availability noted in the syllabus.  Each quiz 
tests what you have learnt from a small group of chapters.  The emphasis will be on conceptual 
learning.  The quizzes are not only an opportunity to earn points, but also to identify areas of 
strength and weakness in your grasp of the material.  Make sure to discuss any identified 
weaknesses with your instructor and/or assistant to help you prepare for the two examinations. 

The book review paper represents an opportunity to seriously consider the impact of 
socio-cultural values on perception and behavior, and to see the world from a very different 
perspective.  A set of questions will guide your evaluation of the book’s contents.  As you 
formulate your evaluation of the book, the paper also provides an opportunity to sharpen skills in 
critical thinking and analysis, as well as practice in formulating your thoughts and assessments in 
writing.  The assignment for the book review paper will be posted on BlackboardLearn. 

The in class examinations encourage you to attain command of the material presented in 
the course beyond memorization.  The examinations will use an essay format and will go beyond 
testing your knowledge of course concepts, theories, and facts.  The examinations will ask you to 
apply and/or critically evaluate theories and concepts in light of historical and contemporary 
facts.  A study guide for each examination will be released approximately one week prior to each 
examination and will be posted on BlackboardLearn. 

Class attendance and participation is encouraged and rewarded.  You also earn a small 
proportion of your grade just by showing up.  Attendance is rewarded to help you cultivate a 
positive habit: showing up matters and contributes to success. 
 
  

REQUIRED MATERIALS 
(All book prices listed are the publisher’s list prices.) 

 
Frieden, Jeffry A., David A. Lake, and Kenneth A. Schultz. 2012. World Politics: Interests, 
Interactions, Institutions, 2nd edition. New York: W.W. Norton.  (Indicated as FLS in the course 
outline below.)  
Your options: 1. Paperback: $101.25, ISBN 978-0-393-91238-8 

2. Downloadable E-book: $67.49, ISBN 978-0-393-92146-5 
3. Online E-book:  180 days for 33.75, ISBN 978-0-393-92145-8 
 

Ballen, Ken. 2011. Terrorists in Love: The Real Lives of Islamic Radicals. New York: Free 
Press.  ISBN 978-1451609219 
Your options: 1. Hardcover: $25.00 (hardcover) or 2. Paperback: $15.00 
  
Maps for the map exercises can be downloaded free of charge.  Find them at:  
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/mapping/outline-map/%20 or check 
BlackboardLearn. 

http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/mapping/outline-map/
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COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Week & Dates Topics & Reading Assignments 

 
Quizzes, Examinations,  
& Paper Due Dates 

Week 1  
1. M 1/14 I. Why Study International Relations?  Introduction to the course 
2. W 1/16 II. How to Study International Relations: Framework   

FLS, Introduction 
 
*Rathbun, Brian. 2012. “Steeped in International Affairs? 
The Foreign Policy Views of the Tea Party.” Foreign 
Policy Analysis  (Early View).  

 
3. F 1/18 

 
 

Week 2   
M 1/21  Martin Luther King Day, no class 

4. W 1/23 III. Foundations 1: History 
FLS, Chapter 1, “What Shaped Our World? A Historical 
Introduction.” 

Video: “Many Ways to See the World” 
5. F 1/25 

 
 

Week 3  
6. M 1/28 IV. Foundations 2: Actors, Interests, Interactions, and 

Institutions 
FLS, Chapter 2 , Understanding Interests, Interactions, 
and Institutions.” 

Map Exercise 1 available through BlackboardLearn @11am; 
Focus is North and South America, including the Caribbean. 

7. W 1/30  
8. F 2/1 Map Exercise 1 is due in class @ 10 am. 

Week 4 
9. M 2/4 V. Conflict and War  

FLS, Chapter 3, “Why are there Wars?” 
 

Quiz 1 available through BlackboardLearn @ 11:00am; 
Quiz 1 tests knowledge from chapters 1-3. 

10. W 2/6  
11. F 2/8 Quiz 1 must be completed and submitted no later than 11:59pm; 

Quiz 1 will not be accessible after this day & time. 
Week 5  

12. M 2/11 FLS, Chapter 4, “Domestic Politics and War.” 
 
 

 
13. W 2/13  
14. F 2/15  
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Week 6 
15. M 2/18 FLS, Chapter 5, “International Institutions and War.” 

 
 

Map Exercise 2 available through BlackboardLearn @11am; 
Focus is Europe. 

16. W 2/20  
17. F 2/22 Map Exercise 2 is due in class @ 10 am. 

Week 7  
18. M 2/25 FLS, Chapter 6, “Violence by Nonstate Actors: Civil War 

and Terrorism.” 
 
Ballen, all.  (Structure your reading of this book so you 
can finish reading by this week.  You will use this book as 
the basis for your book review paper.  It will be 
incorporated into this week’s class discussion on 
terrorism.) 

Quiz 2 available through BlackboardLearn @ 11:00am; 
Quiz 2 tests knowledge from chapters 4-6. 

19. W 2/27  
20. F 3/1 Quiz 2 must be completed and submitted no later than 11:59pm; 

Quiz 2 will not be accessible after this day & time. 

Week 8  
21. M 3/4 VI. The Global Economy  

FLS, Chapter 7, “International Trade.” 
 

 
22. W 3/6  
23. F 3/8 F 3/8: Exam 1, in class. 

Spring Break 
Week 9  

24. M 3/18 FLS, Chapter 8, “International Financial Relations.” Map Exercise 3 available through BlackboardLearn @11am; 
Focus is Africa. 

25. W 3/20  
26. F 3/22 Map Exercise 3 is due in class @ 10 am. 

Week 10  
27. M 3/25 FLS, Chapter 9, “International Monetary Relations.” Quiz 3 available through BlackboardLearn @ 11:00am; 

Quiz 3 tests knowledge from chapters 7-9. 
28. W 3/27  
29. F 3/29 Quiz 3 must be completed and submitted no later than 11:59pm; 

Quiz 3 will not be accessible after this day & time. 
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Week 11  
30. M 4/1 FLS, Chapter 10, “Development: The Causes of the 

Wealth and Poverty of Nations.” 
 

31. W 4/3  
32. F 4/5  

Week 12  
33. M 4/8 VII. Transnational Politics  

FLS, Chapter 11, “International Law and Norms.” 
Map Exercise 4 available through BlackboardLearn @11am; 
Focus is Asia, including Australia and the Pacific. 

34. W 4/10  
35. F 4/12 Map Exercise 4 is due in class @ 10 am. 

Week 13  
36. M 4/15 FLS, Chapter 12, “Human Rights.” Quiz 4 available through BlackboardLearn @ 11:00am;  

Quiz 4 tests knowledge from chapters 10-12. 
37. W 4/17  
38. F 4/19 Quiz 4 must be completed and submitted no later than 11:59pm; 

Quiz 4 will not be accessible after this day & time. 
Week 14  

39. M 4/22 FLS, Chapter 13, “The Global Environment.”  
40. W 4/24  
41. F 4/26 F 4/26: Book Review Paper due, in class. 

Week 15 
42. M 4/29 VIII. Global Trends: What Does Future Hold?  

FLS, Chapter 14, “The Future of International Politics.” 
Quiz 5 available through BlackboardLearn @ 11:00am; 
Quiz 5 tests knowledge from chapters 13-14. 

43. W 5/1  
F5/3 Quiz 5 must be completed and submitted no later than 11:59pm; 

Quiz 5 will not be accessible after this day & time. 
Reading day, no class. 

Finals Week  
44. F 5/10 

 Friday, May 10 @ 8:00-10:00am: Exam 2, in class. 
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University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science 
STATEMENT OF ADA COMPLIANCE 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility.  If a disability is verified, the ODA will 
provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion 
regarding your specific needs in a course.  You may request accommodations at any time, 
however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the 
semester to avoid any delay in implementation.  

Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and 
must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class.  For additional 
information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda.  
You may also contact them by phone at 940-565-4323. 
 

University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science 
POLICY ON CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM 

The UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline defines cheating and plagiarism as the use of 
unauthorized books, notes, or otherwise securing help in a test; copying others' tests, 
assignments, reports, or term papers; representing the work of another as one's own; 
collaborating without authority with another student during an examination or in preparing 
academic work; or otherwise practicing scholastic dishonesty. 

Normally, the minimum penalty for cheating or plagiarism is a grade of "F" in the course.  
In the case of graduate departmental exams, the minimum penalty shall be failure of all fields of 
the exam.  Determination of cheating or plagiarism shall be made by the instructor in the course, 
or by the field faculty in the case of departmental exams. 

Cases of cheating or plagiarism on graduate departmental exams, theses, or dissertations 
shall automatically be referred to the departmental Graduate Studies Committee. Cases of 
cheating or plagiarism in ordinary coursework may, at the discretion of the instructor, be referred 
to the Undergraduate Studies Committee in the case of undergraduate students, or the Graduate 
Studies Committee in the case of graduate students. These committees, acting as agents of the 
department Chair, shall impose further penalties, or recommend further penalties to the Dean of 
Students, if they determine that the case warrants it. In all cases, the Dean of Students shall be 
informed in writing of the case. 

Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid 
down in the UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline. 
 

University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science 
POLICY ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

The Political Science Department adheres to and enforces UNT’s policy on academic integrity 
(cheating, plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage).  
Students in this class hould review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), which may 
be located at http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-
Academic_Integrity.pdf.  Violations of academic integrity in this course will addressed in 

http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf
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compliance with the penalties and procedures laid out in this policy. Students may appeal any 
decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the UNT The UNT Policy 
Manual Section 18.1.16 “Student Standards of Academic Integrity.” 
 
Policies on academic dishonesty: http://www.vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm 
 

University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science 
ACCEPTABLE STUDENT BEHAVIOR 

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional 
forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the 
classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and 
Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  
The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including 
university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student 
Conduct can be found at https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct.  
 
Course drop information: see schedule at 
http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html  
 

http://www.vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm
https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html

