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Political Science 3810 – Fall 2012 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

 
Instructor: Dr. Marijke Breuning 
Office:  Wooten Hall 153  
Office Phone: 940-369-8116 
E-Mail: marijke.breuning@unt.edu 
Office Hours: MWF 11:00am-12:00noon and by appointment.  E-mail anytime with questions. 
 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 Globalization.  It means that the world is becoming ever more interconnected.  It also 
means that an understanding of the political, economic, and environmental dimensions of that 
interconnectedness is a vital component of 21st century citizenship.  As international relations 
becomes less and less the exclusive domain of policy makers in a country’s capital, it is 
becoming more and more a fact of life for all citizens.  The price of gas, the availability of 
consumer goods, the creation or the loss of jobs, and many other issues depend not only on 
traditional diplomacy emanating from a country’s capital, but also on the actions of CEOs and 
policy makers in other countries and at other levels of government.  International relations, in 
other words, is about much more than power politics. 
 This course provides an introduction to world politics and the concepts and theories of 
this field of study.  The emphasis is on the conceptual tools that help to organize and analyze the 
flood of information about international events which confronts us every day.  However, 
contemporary global problems do play a role in the course and you are expected to keep up with 
the news, but the objective is to enhance understanding of such events by providing a theoretical 
framework.   
 In addition to teaching about international relations as a field of study, this course aims to 
develop greater knowledge and appreciation of cultural diversity by presenting the perspectives 
of other cultures.  The course places particular emphasis on the political and social implications 
of global cultural diversity for the conduct of international relations in both official and informal 
international interactions.  The course encourages students to be critical thinkers, to be self-
reflective, and to develop an understanding of how culture influences both perception and 
behavior.  
 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND EVALUATION 
 Students are expected to: complete reading assignments on time, attend and participate in 
class, and to take the examinations at the scheduled time.  All written assignments are due at the 
start of class, on the day noted in this syllabus. 
 As a courtesy to your fellow students (and the instructor), plan to arrive on time, shut off 
(or mute) cell phones and other electronic devices, and remain in the classroom for the duration 
of the class.   
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Your attendance and participation will be monitored and factored into your grade.  If you 
are absent because of university-sponsored and/or educational activities, provide the instructor 
with written confirmation of the reason for your absence.   
 If you cannot meet a deadline or cannot be present for an exam, you should contact the 
instructor prior to the date the work is due or the exam is to take place.  My e-mail and office 
phone are listed at the top of this syllabus.  I prefer e-mail, which I check regularly even when 
away from campus.  If you leave a phone message, be aware it may not reach me as quickly as 
an e-mail message, and please include your name and a number where I can reach you.  Unless 
you have reached prior agreement with the instructor, the following rules apply:  No late 
assignments will be accepted.  No make-up examinations will be given.   
 The course grade will be determined on basis of the following: 
 

Map Quiz 1       10 
 Paper 1: Book Review      15 
 Map Quiz 2       10 
 Exam 1       15 
 Paper 2: Evaluating IR Scholarship    20 
 Exam 2       20 
 Class Attendance and Participation    10 
 

ASSIGNMENTS AND LEARNING 
 The assignments for the course will together add up to your grade for the course.  
However, they are also targeted to specific learning outcomes.  Here’s what each assignment is 
designed to do:  

Map Quizzes develop and/or enhance geographic literacy.  This is useful to help you 
understand the spatial dimensions of global politics.  For instance, consider how a state’s policies 
might be influenced by their location in a peaceful vs. an unstable region. 

Paper 1 asks you to read and review a book.  This assignment is an opportunity to 
seriously consider the impact of socio-cultural values on perception and behavior.  As you 
formulate your evaluation of the book, the paper also provides an opportunity to sharpen skills in 
critical thinking and analysis, as well as practice in formulating your thoughts and assessments in 
writing. 

Paper 2 asks you to review two journal articles.  This assignment is designed to introduce 
you to the scholarly literature in international relations.  Like the first paper assignment, it is also 
designed to sharpen your skills in critical thinking, evaluation, and expressing your thoughts and 
assessments in writing. 

The examinations encourage you to attain command of the material presented in the 
course.  Examinations will go beyond testing your knowledge (memorization) of concepts, 
theories, and facts.  The examinations will ask you to apply (and critically evaluate) theories and 
concepts in light of historical and contemporary facts. 
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REQUIRED MATERIALS 
Frieden, Jeffry A., David A. Lake, and Kenneth A. Schultz. 2010. World Politics: Interests, 
Interactions, Institutions. New York: W.W. Norton.  List Price $101.25.  

-- Indicated as FLS in the course outline below. 
-- StudySpace at: http://www.wwnorton.com/college/polisci/world-politics/ 

 
Ballen, Ken. 2011. Terrorists in Love: The Real Lives of Islamic Radicals. New York: Free 
Press.  List price $15.00 (paperback). 
  
Maps for map quiz preparation can be downloaded free of charge.  Find them at:  
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/mapping/outline-map/%20 
 

 
COURSE OUTLINE 

 
Week  
& Dates 

Topics  
& Reading Assignments 
 

Quizzes, Examinations,  
& Paper Due Dates 

Week 1  
W 8/29, F 8/31 

I. Why Study International Relations? 
Introduction 
 
II. How to Study International Relations: 
Framework   
FLS, Introduction 
 
*Rathbun, Brian. 2012. “Steeped in 
International Affairs? The Foreign Policy 
Views of the Tea Party.” Foreign Policy 
Analysis  (Early View). 

 

Week 2  
M 9/3 Labor Day, no class, 
W 9/5, F 9/7  

III. Foundations 1: History 
FLS, Chapter 1 

 

Week 3  
M 9/10, W 9/12, F 9/14 

IV. Foundations 2: Actors, Interests, 
Interactions, and Institutions 
FLS, Chapter 2  

 

Week 4  
M 9/17, W 9/19, F 9/21 

V. Conflict and War  
FLS, Chapter 3 
 
*Bas, Muhammet A., and Andrew J. Coe. 
2012. “Arms Diffusion and War.” Journal of 
Conflict Resolution 56(4):651-674. 

F 9/21:  
Map Quiz 1 

http://www.wwnorton.com/college/polisci/world-politics/
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/mapping/outline-map/
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Week 5  
M 9/24, W 9/26, F 9/28 

FLS, Chapter 4 
 
*Schrock-Jacobson, Gretchen. 2012. 
“The Violent Consequences of the Nation: 
Nationalism and the Initiation of Interstate 
War.” Journal of Conflict Resolution (Early 
View). 

 

Week 6 
M 10/1, W 10/3, F 10/5 

FLS, Chapter 5 
 
*Ben Ouagrham-Gormley, Sonia. 2012. 
“Barriers to Bioweapons: Intangible Obstacles 
to Proliferation.”  
International Security 36(4):80-114. 

F 10/5:  
Paper 1 due 

Week 7  
M 10/8, W 10/10, F 10/12 

VI. The Global Economy  
FLS, Chapter 6 
 
*Allee, Todd L., and Jamie E. Scalera. 2012. 
“The Divergent Effects of Joining 
International Organizations: Trade Gains and 
the Rigors of WTO Accession.” International 
Organization 66:243–76. 

 

Week 8  
M 10/15, W 10/17, F 10/19 

FLS, Chapter 7 
 
**Blanton, Robert G., and Shannon L. 
Blanton. 2012. “Rights, Institutions, and 
Foreign Direct Investment: An Empirical 
Assessment.” Foreign Policy Analysis (Early 
View). 

F 10/19:  
Exam 1 

Week 9  
M 10/22, W 10/24, F 10/26 

FLS, Chapter 8 
 
**Plümper, Thomas, and Eric Neumayer. 
2011. “Fear of Floating and de Facto 
Exchange Rate Pegs with Multiple Key 
Currencies.” International Studies Quarterly 
55:1121–1142. 

 

Week 10  
M 10/29, W 10/31, F 11/2 

FLS, Chapter 9 
 
*Wright, Joseph. 2009. “How Foreign Aid 
Can Foster Democratization in Authoritarian 
Regimes.” American Journal of Political 
Science 53(3):552–571. 

F 11/2:  
Map Quiz 2 
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Week 11  
M 11/5, W 11/7, F 11/9 

VII. Transnational Politics  
FLS, Chapter 10 
 
*Daxecker, Ursula, and Brandon Prins. 2012. 
“Insurgents of the Sea: Institutional and 
Economic Opportunities for Maritime 
Piracy.” Journal of Conflict Resolution (Early 
View). 

 

Week 12  
M 11/12, W 11/14, F 11/16 

FLS, Chapter 11 
 
*Meernik, James, et al. 2012. “The Impact of 
Human Rights Organizations on Naming and 
Shaming Campaigns.” Journal of Conflict 
Resolution 56(2):233-256. 

 

Week 13  
M 11/19, W 11/21, F 11/23 
Thanksgiving, no class 

FLS, Chapter 12 
 
*Kvaløy, Berit, et al. 2012. “The Publics’ 
Concern for Global Warming: A Cross-
National Study of 47 Countries.” Journal of 
Peace Research 49(1):11–22. 

W 11/21:  
Paper 2 due 
 

Week 14  
M 11/26, W 11/28, F 11/30 

FLS, Chapter 13  

Week 15  
M 12/3, W 12/5, F 12/7 
Reading Day, no class 

VIII. Global Trends: What Does Future 
Hold?  
No new reading 

 

Finals Week  
M 12/10 – Th 12/13 

 W 12/12 @ 8:00-
10:00am: EXAM 2  
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University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science 
STATEMENT OF ADA COMPLIANCE 

The Political Science Department cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation to make 
reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. Please present your written 
accommodation request on or before the sixth class day (beginning of the second week of classes). 
 

University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science 
POLICY ON CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM 

The UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline defines cheating and plagiarism as the use of 
unauthorized books, notes, or otherwise securing help in a test; copying others' tests, assignments, reports, 
or term papers; representing the work of another as one's own; collaborating without authority with 
another student during an examination or in preparing academic work; or otherwise practicing scholastic 
dishonesty. 

Normally, the minimum penalty for cheating or plagiarism is a grade of "F" in the course.  In the 
case of graduate departmental exams, the minimum penalty shall be failure of all fields of the exam.  
Determination of cheating or plagiarism shall be made by the instructor in the course, or by the field 
faculty in the case of departmental exams. 

Cases of cheating or plagiarism on graduate departmental exams, theses, or dissertations shall 
automatically be referred to the departmental Graduate Studies Committee. Cases of cheating or 
plagiarism in ordinary coursework may, at the discretion of the instructor, be referred to the 
Undergraduate Studies Committee in the case of undergraduate students, or the Graduate Studies 
Committee in the case of graduate students. These committees, acting as agents of the department Chair, 
shall impose further penalties, or recommend further penalties to the Dean of Students, if they determine 
that the case warrants it. In all cases, the Dean of Students shall be informed in writing of the case. 

Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the 
UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline. 
 

University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science 
POLICY ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

The Political Science Department adheres to and enforces UNT’s policy on academic integrity (cheating, 
plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage).  Students in this class 
should review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), which may be located at 
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf.  
Violations of academic integrity in this course will addressed in compliance with the penalties and 
procedures laid out in this policy. Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the 
procedures laid down in the UNT The UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16 “Student Standards of 
Academic Integrity.” 

 
Acceptable Student Behavior 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at 
UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the 
instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether 
the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student 
conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion 
groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr.  

http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf
http://www.unt.edu/csrr


 

7 
 

COUNTRY LIST 
This list includes all UN members plus Taiwan and their capitals, organized by continent.  The map 
quizzes will ask you to correctly identify the location of a number of countries on a blank map.  You are 
not responsible for knowing the countries’ capitals.  Each map quiz covers several continents.   
 
Map Quiz 1:  
Europe, North America, South America 
Map Quiz 2:  
Africa, Asia, Oceania 
 
AFRICA 
Algeria, Algiers 
Angola, Luanda 
Benin, Porto-Novo (gov’t: Cotonou) 
Botswana, Gaborone 
Burkina Faso, Ouagadougou 
Burundi, Bujumbura 
Cameroon, Yaounde 
Cape Verde, Praia 
Central African Republic, Bangui 
Chad, N’Djamena 
Comoros, Moroni 
Congo (Dem.Rep.of), Kinshasa 
Congo (Rep.of), Brazzaville 
Cote d’Ivoire, Yamoussoukrou (gov’t: Abidjan) 
Djibouti, Djibouti 
Egypt, Cairo 
Equatorial Guinea, Malabo 
Eritrea, Asmara 
Ethiopia, Addis Ababa 
Gabon, Libreville 
Gambia, Banjul 
Ghana, Accra 
Guinea, Conakry 
Guinea-Bissau, Bissau 
Kenya, Nairobi 
Lesotho, Maseru 
Liberia, Monrovia 
Libya, Tripoli 
Madagascar, Antananarivo 
Malawi, Lilongwe 
Mali, Bamako 
Mauritania, Nouakchott 
Mauritius, Port Louis 
Morocco, Rabat 
Mozambique, Maputo 
Namibia, Windhoek 

Niger, Niamey 
Nigeria, Abuja 
Rwanda, Kigali 
Sao Tome & Principe, Sao Tome 
Senegal, Dakar 
Seychelles, Victoria 
Sierra Leone, Freetown 
Somalia, Mogadishu 
South Africa, Pretoria (admin.)/Capetown 
(legisl.)/Bloemfontein(jud.) 
Sudan, Khartoum 
South Sudan, Juba 
Swaziland, Mbabane (admin.)/Lobamba (royal 
& legisl.) 
Tanzania, Dodoma (gov’t: Dar es Salaam) 
Togo, Lome 
Tunisia, Tunis 
Uganda, Kampala 
Zambia, Lusaka 
Zimbabwe, Harare 
 
ASIA 
Afghanistan, Kabul 
Armenia, Yerevan 
Azerbaijan, Baku 
Bahrain, Manama 
Bangladesh, Dhaka 
Bhutan, Thimphu 
Brunei, Bandar Seri Begawan 
Cambodia, Phnom Penh 
China, Beijing 
Georgia, Tbilisi 
India, New Delhi 
Indonesia, Jakarta 
Iran, Tehran 
Iraq, Baghdad 
Israel, Jerusalem 
Japan, Tokyo 
Jordan, Amman 
Kazakhstan, Astana 
Korea, Dem.People’s Rep. (North Korea), 
Pyongyang 
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Korea, Rep.of (South Korea), Seoul 
Kuwait, Kuwait City 
Kyrgystan, Bishkek 
Laos, Vientiane 
Lebanon, Beirut 
Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur (gov’t: Putrajaya) 
Maldives, Male 
Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar 
Myanmar 
Nepal, Kathmandu 
Oman, Muscat 
Pakistan, Islamabad 
Philippines, Manila 
Qatar, Doha 
Saudi Arabia, Riyadh 
Singapore, Singapore 
Sri Lanka, Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte 
Syria, Damascus 
Taiwan, Taipei 
Tajikistan, Dushanbe 
Thailand, Bangkok 
Timor-Leste (East Timor), Dili 
Turkey, Ankara 
Turkmenistan, Ashgabat 
United Arab Emirates, Abu Dhabi 
Uzbekistan, Tashkent 
Vietnam, Hanoi 
Yemen, Sana’a 
 
EUROPE 
Albania, Tirana 
Andorra, Andorra la Vella 
Austria, Vienna 
Belarus, Minsk 
Belgium, Brussels 
Bosnia & Herzergovina, Sarajevo 
Bulgaria, Sofia 
Croatia, Zagreb 
Cyprus, Nicosia 
Czech Republic, Prague 
Denmark, Copenhagen 
Estonia, Tallinn 
Finland, Helsinki 
France, Paris 
Germany, Berlin 
Greece, Athens 
Hungary, Budapest 

Iceland, Reykjavik 
Ireland, Dublin 
Italy, Rome 
Latvia, Riga 
Liechtenstein, Vaduz 
Lithuania, Vilnius 
Luxembourg, Luxembourg 
Macedonia, Skopje 
Malta, Valletta 
Moldova, Chisinau 
Monaco, Monaco 
Montenegro, Podgorica 
Netherlands, Amsterdam (gov’t: The Hague) 
Norway, Oslo 
Poland, Warsaw 
Portugal, Lisbon 
Romania, Bucharest 
Russia, Moscow 
San Marino, San Marino 
Serbia, Belgrade 
Slovakia, Bratislava 
Slovenia, Ljubljana 
Spain, Madrid 
Sweden, Stockholm 
Switzerland, Berne 
Ukraine, Kiev 
United Kingdom, London 
Vatican City, Vatican City 
Kosovo, Pristina 
 
NORTH AMERICA 
Antigua & Barbuda, St. Johns 
Bahamas, Nassau 
Barbados, Bridgetown 
Belize, Belmopan 
Canada, Ottawa 
Costa Rica, San Jose 
Cuba, Havana 
Dominica, Roseau 
Dominican Republic, Santo Domingo 
El Salvador, San Salvador 
Grenada, Saint George’s 
Guatemala, Guatemala City 
Haiti, Port-au-Prince 
Honduras, Tegucigalpa 
Jamaica, Kingston 
Mexico, Mexico City 
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Nicaragua, Managua 
Panama, Panama City 
Saint Kitts & Nevis, Basseterre 
Saint Lucia, Castries 
Saint Vincent & the Grenadines, Kingstown 
Trinidad and Tobago, Port of Spain 
United States, Washington, DC 
 
SOUTH AMERICA 
Argentina, Buenos Aires 
Bolivia, Sucre (gov’t: La Paz) 
Brazil, Brasilia 
Chile, Santiago 
Colombia, Bogota 
Ecuador, Quito 
Guyana, Georgetown 
Paraguay, Asuncion 
Peru, Lima 
Suriname, Paramaribo 
Uruguay, Montevideo 

Venezuela, Caracas 
 
OCEANIA 
Australia, Canberra 
Fiji, Suva 
Kiribati, South Tarawa 
Marshall Islands, Majuro 
Micronesia, Palikir 
Nauru, Yaren (gov’t) 
New Zealand, Wellington 
Palau, Melekeok 
Papua New Guinea, Port Moresby 
Samoa, Apia 
Solomon Islands, Honiara 
Tonga, Nuku’alofa 
Tuvalu, Funafuti 
Vanuatu, Port Vila 
 
Last updated 8/27/2012 
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Political Science 3810 – Fall 2012 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

 
Paper 1 – Review of Ken Ballen’s Terrorists in Love 

 
This assignment requires that you obtain and read the following book: 
 
Ballen, Ken. 2011. Terrorists in Love: The Real Lives of Islamic Radicals. New York: Free Press.  List 
price $25.00. 
 
Learning objectives: 
You may find this book interesting, engaging, or infuriating.  Whatever your reaction, keep in mind the 
learning objectives of this assignment: 

1. The book presents an opportunity to seriously consider the impact of socio-cultural values on 
perception and behavior. – You will be confronted with a very different way of understanding and 
reasoning.  As you consider the world of the individuals whose stories comprise the book, put 
yourself in their shoes.  As you reflect on the stories after finishing them, consider how different 
the values, perceptions, and behaviors of these individuals are from those of (some) individuals 
within your own society.  Are the differences irreconcilable?  If so, why?  Or are there 
commonalities?  If so, what? 

2. The paper provides an opportunity to sharpen skills in critical thinking and analysis.  – You will 
be expected to reflect upon and think about your reactions to the stories in the book.  What do 
these narratives teach us about why some individuals become terrorists?  The paper must show 
the ability to reason logically and present a coherent argument.  The paper may not contain the 
phrases “I feel” or “I believe.”  You will need to think in terms of evaluation, assessment, 
judgment, etc.        

3. The paper also provides an opportunity to practice in formulating your thoughts and assessments 
in writing. – Expressing yourself well in writing is surprisingly difficult.  Producing logical and 
coherent arguments requires careful thought, re-reading, and editing.  Plan ahead to give yourself 
time to revisit your arguments and edit your prose.   

 
Questions to address in the paper: 

1. The book presents the stories of several individuals.  Does the author claim that these are 
common or “typical” paths to becoming a terrorist?  Do you see similarities in the stories of the 
individuals in the book?  To what degree does each person represent a unique path towards 
terrorism?   

2. Are the choices made by these individuals conditioned by their socio-cultural circumstances?  If 
any of these individuals had been born in the U.S., would this have altered their choices and 
decisions?  If so, how? 

3. What lessons can be derived from these narratives? Do they point the way to policies that might 
reduce the likelihood that individuals choose to join terrorist organizations?  If so, what?  If not, 
why not?
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Format: 
A. The paper should be about 5 pages (or about 1500 words) long.  Write for content, not to fill the 

requisite number of pages or meet the word count.   
a. Make sure your paper has an introduction and a conclusion, and that these elements are in 

proportion to the overall length of the paper. 
b. Papers may be a bit shorter or somewhat longer.  They will be judged in terms of their 

content, not on the basis of their brevity or length. 
B. Use a separate title page and include your name, the title of the paper, the course for which the 

paper was written, the semester you wrote it, etc.  
C. Use an author-date, in-text citation style, such as APA or APSA.  UNT’s Writing Lab has an 

online resource for APA style on their “writing resources” page at 
http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/writingresources.htm  (scroll down and click on “APA Style 
Guide”).  Another (very detailed) resource on APA style that’s readily accessible is online is: 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/   

D. Start your bibliography on a new page.  Bibliographies should contain only those works actually 
cited or referenced in the text.   

a. In this case, your bibliography is likely to consist only of the book you reviewed.  You 
may also place the citation information at the top of the book review, as is often done 
with published book reviews. 

E. Edit your paper.  Check for any spelling or grammatical errors.   
a. Edit to make sure your argument is logically coherent.  Eliminate repetitive or wordy 

statements. 
b. Make sure sentences are grammatically correct. 
c. Do not rely exclusively on your software’s built-in spellchecker to catch your errors.  The 

spellchecker cannot help you distinguish “borders” from “boarders,”  “their” from 
“they’re,” etc. 

F. Number your pages. 
G. Double space the text.  Use an acceptable font size, such as Times New Roman 12 pt.  Use 

reasonable margins, such as 1 inch on all sides.  
H. Staple your paper in the upper left-hand corner. 
I. Do not hand in folders, plastic covers, or paperclips. 

 
Due date:  
Friday, October 5, at the start of class 
 
 

http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/writingresources.htm
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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Political Science 3810 – Fall 2012 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

 
Paper 2 – Evaluating IR Scholarship 

 
This paper asks you to identify two academic journal articles that deal with an international relations topic 
of your choice.  You will read, evaluate, and critique the two articles in a short paper of approximately 5 
pages (or 1500 words). 
 
Why?  This exercise will introduce you to the scholarly literature in international relations.  It will show 
you what sorts of questions researchers investigate, how they go about justifying their studies, how they 
conduct their studies, how they present their findings, and how they explain the importance of their 
findings.  This exercise is an opportunity to sharpen your critical thinking skills.   
 
What?  You will select two academic journal articles on a topic of interest to you, provided that the 
subject matter of the articles is appropriate to the subject matter of the course – i.e. the articles must 
investigate some aspect of international politics.   
 The syllabus includes eleven articles, marked with * or **, which you may use as one of your two 
selections.  You are not required to use these for your paper, but they provide examples of the types of 
scholarship you should use for this assignment.  The articles marked ** are somewhat more technical and 
will be somewhat more difficult than the ones marked with  a single *.   

A list of acceptable journals is provided below.  One of your articles must have been published 
within the last twelve months, the other may be older.  If you find something that interests you and the 
journal in which it appears is not on the list, you must obtain my approval before proceeding. 
 
How?  Read both articles closely.  Learn to dissect the various parts of each article (using the description 
of journal article components that is provided below), so that you can determine what is the author(s) 
original contribution.  You should pay attention to the manner in which the author(s) use the previous 
literature to justify their own study, as well as the logic of the design of their own study, and the 
connection between the findings and the conclusion.   
 Write your paper.  The focus of the paper should be to evaluate the merits of the two articles you 
have read and to contrast/compare the findings/conclusions of their respective findings.  End with an 
assessment of the merits of the articles and consider providing suggestions for future research.  

The paper must show your ability to reason logically and present a coherent argument.  The paper 
may not contain the phrases “I feel” or “I believe.”  You will need to think in terms of evaluation, 
assessment, judgment, etc.        
 Your paper should use the author-date in-text citation system (see format instructions below) for 
all references to the two articles.  Provide the full citation of both articles in a bibliography at the end of 
the paper. The literature review should be structured as follows: 
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A. Introduce the topic 
B. Summarize and evaluate article 1 

1. What are the article’s principal themes? 
2. What are the article’s findings and contributions? 
3. What is your assessment of the article and what is your basis for judgment? 

C. Summarize and evaluate article 2 
D. Contrast and compare the two articles 

1. Are the approaches similar or different? In what way? 
2. What are the relative merits of each article’s findings and contributions? 
3. What have the authors left out, and what have they said that might be wrong? 

E. Conclusion 
1. Which one is the better of the two pieces and why? 
2. How could these studies be improved upon? 

 
Format: 
A. The paper should be about 5 pages (or about 1500 words) long.  Write for content, not to fill the 
requisite number of pages or meet the word count.   
B. Use a separate title page and include your name, the course the paper was written for, the semester you 
wrote it, etc.  
C. Use an author-date, in-text citation style, such as APA or APSA.  UNT’s Writing Lab has an online 
resource for APA style on their “writing resources” page at 
http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/writingresources.htm  (scroll down and click on “APA Style Guide”).  
Another (very detailed) resource on APA style that’s readily accessible is online is: 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/   (There is no need to provide an abstract, but the title 
page format example may be useful.) 
D. Start your bibliography on a new page.  Bibliographies should contain only those works actually cited 
or referenced in the text.  In this case, your bibliography is likely to consist only of the two articles 
reviewed in the paper. 
E. Number your pages. 
F. Edit your paper.  Check for any spelling or grammatical errors.  Do not rely exclusively on your 
software’s built-in spellchecker to catch your errors!   
G. Double space the text.  Use an acceptable font size, such as Times New Roman 12 pt.  Use reasonable 
margins, such as 1 inch on all sides. 
H. Staple your paper in the upper left-hand corner. 
I. Do not hand in folders, plastic covers, paper clips. 
 
Journal article components: 
Abstract 
Introduction 
Literature review 
Methods 
Findings/Results 
Discussion 
Conclusion 
 

http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/writingresources.htm
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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Select your articles from the following journals: 
-- All these journals can be accessed free of charge through UNT’s library website  
-- Here’s how:  
1. Go to the UNT library website  
2. Select the “UNT Library Catalog” tab 
3. Select the “Journal Title” tab.   
4. Type in the name of the journal 
5. Select one of the electronic sources 
6. Once you have found the specific article, download the PDF, and save it to your own computer or 
flash drive.  The PDF will look exactly like the printed page and is cited just like you would cite the 
print version. 
 
*American Journal of Political Science 
*American Political Science Review 
British Journal of Political Science 
*Comparative Political Studies  
*Comparative Politics 
Conflict Management and Peace Science 
Foreign Policy Analysis 
Human Rights Quarterly 
International Organization 
International Studies Quarterly 
Journal of Conflict Resolution  
Journal of Peace Research 
*Journal of Politics 
*Politics and Gender  
World Politics  
 
*These journals include articles that are beyond the scope of the course (e.g. on American or comparative 
politics, or political theory).  Be careful when selecting articles from these publications and ask if you are 
not sure whether an article does fit the subject matter of the course. 
 
Due date:  
Wednesday, November 21, at the start of class 
 


