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HIST4090.001: Britain and Ireland in the Age of Revolution 1603-1832 
Fall2011, T 6:30-9:20, WH 312.  Dr. Morris WH 265. e-mail: mmorris@unt.edu Phone: 
940-565-4216.  Office hours: Tues & Wed, 5:15-6:15 and by appointment. 
 
CONDITIONS: 
 By enrolling in this course, you agree to the following.  You will read and follow 
the directions set down in the syllabus.  The syllabus, however, is not a contract; I 
reserve the right to revise it as the need arises.  You are responsible for keeping yourself 
informed of these changes and any further instructions given in class. You will have the 
weekly reading assignments completed and be prepared to discuss the study questions in 
class.  Academic dishonesty and other behaviors that undermine the learning process will 
not be tolerated.  Plagiarism (handing in as your own work material lifted wholesale from 
any book, the internet, or another student) will result in a failing grade and possible 
disciplinary action.  I will silently deduct credits from your grade for excessive absences 
or discourteous behavior in class, including habitual lateness, leaving early, wandering in 
and out of the room while class is in session, conducting your own conversations during 
lectures and discussions, as well as ignoring the cardinal rule of civility: cell phones 
should be turned off and kept out of sight during class time.  Please do not text under 
the desk—I can see you and have noticed that obsessive texters do not do as well as 
students who pay full attention, participate and take notes in class.  Laptops are permitted 
as long as they only are used for class purposes and do not create a distraction for the user 
and/or those sitting nearby.  I will entertain the possibility of an Incomplete only if you 
have completed at least ¾ of the coursework, attended class regularly, and have a sudden 
emergency.  If you have any trouble with the course, you should talk to me sooner rather 
than later.  I have no obligation to accommodate your work or vacation schedules with 
respect to class attendance, exams, or assignments.  I will give makeup exams ONLY if 
you contact me before 6pm on the test day.  The makeup exam may vary in form and 
content from the original. 
 
COURSE CONTENT AND OBJECTIVES: 

This course covers the accession of the Scottish Stuarts to the English throne in 
1603, the civil wars of the mid-seventeenth century, England’s development of a 
constitutional monarchy, the creation of Great Britain in 1707 and the United Kingdom in 
1801, and the Reform Act of 1832.  The period saw a widening of the political arena; 
expansion of manufacturing, consumption, and trade; escalating commercial rivalries 
with continental Europe; and a succession of wars that, ironically, both laid the 
foundation for Britain’s imperial ambitions and precipitated the loss of the American 
colonies.  These developments inspired reform campaigns that challenged traditional 
hierarchies and the hegemony of the Church of England. 

Students will learn how to conduct historical research and writing via a term 
paper requiring reading and analysis of primary and additional secondary source texts. 

 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS: 
 Lacey Baldwin Smith, This Realm of England 1399-1688 (Heath) [8th edn.]. 
  William Willcox & Walter Arnstein, The Age of Aristocracy 1688-1830 (Heath) 
[8th edn.].  Referred to as W&A in the reading assignments below. 
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SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION REQUEST PROCEDURE: 
Any student with special circumstances covered by the Americans with 

Disabilities Act should register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA), 
Suite 322, University Union Building, and also inform the instructor of the class. 
Reasonable adjustments will be made to accommodate the special needs of students with 
disabilities where such adjustments are necessary to provide equality of educational 
access.  Students who have registered with the ODA should make an appointment to 
discuss their disabilities accommodation requests with the instructor.  Students with 
special circumstances covered by the ADA may also consult with the History 
Department's ADA Liaison. 
 
GRADING: 
 2 midterm exams = 15% each, final exam = 30%, research project/term paper and 
class participation = 40%. 
 
THE RESEARCH PROJECT / TERM PAPER: 
 Over the course of the semester, you will conduct research and write a paper on a 
topic that interests you, subject to my approval.  The topic must pertain to the British 
Isles between 1603 and 1832.  You may investigate British colonial policy, but avoid 
areas of inquiry that lie beyond the scope of the course.  In order to ensure that the project 
is done properly, I will grade your work in stages.  Follow directions carefully.  Failure to 
do so will adversely affect your grade. 
 You must analyze at least one primary source; that is, something written at the 
time, such as contemporary government records, correspondence, diaries, newspapers, 
journals, and the like.  Avoid works of literature, philosophy, and political theory that 
appear in modern critical editions.  I will, however, accept papers based on selections 
from Clarendon’s History of the Rebellion, Chesterfield’s Letters to his Son, Defoe’s 
Complete English Tradesman, Boswell’s Life of Johnson, and Catherine Macaulay’s 
History of England.  Use secondary sources (scholarly works) by at least two different 
authors in addition to the textbooks to frame your analysis.  Prepare to spend a lot of time 
conducting keyword searches in a variety of databases to find primary and secondary 
sources.  As this is part of the learning process, you will receive credit for the effort you 
put into your investigations.  Please do not hesitate to email me for help when needed. 

Because we are dealing with British sources, you should look up words you do 
not know in the Oxford English Dictionary available online: go to the UNT Libraries 
Homepage, click on Electronic Resources, search Oxford, and click on Oxford English 
Dictionary.  Pay attention to how the meanings of words change over time.   
 The text of the term paper must be between 4 ½ to 5 pages SINGLE 
SPACED, plus endnotes, in Times New Roman, 12-point (this font).  If possible, print 
on both sides of the paper.  DO NOT use a cover sheet.  Have only the paper title and 
your name at the top.  I will explain proper text organization and endnote formatting in 
class.  If you miss this instruction, it is your responsibility to consult the Chicago Manual 
of Style, which is available at Willis as well as in the History Department Library.  I will 
also devote class time to hearing progress reports on your projects and fielding questions. 
 Primary Sources.  Most of the statutes, speeches, and parliamentary debates 
mentioned in the textbooks are available online.  Google British History Online or 
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Oxford Digital Library for these databases.  For the history of crime, consult the Old 
Bailey Session Papers at www.oldbaileyonline.org.  To find primary sources on 
individual figures, go to the UNT libraries website, click on Electronic Resources, and 
search Oxford Dictionary of National Biography.  Scroll down to the bottom of the entry 
to find the bibliography. Numerous historical figures of this period had their papers 
published in the nineteenth century; hence, wonderful collections of letters and other 
writings are no longer under copyright and can be accessed on Google Books. For the 
Restoration period, see the diary of Samuel Pepys: www.pepysdiary.com.  Our library 
also subscribes to Early English Books online, researchable via the main catalogue. 
 Secondary Sources.  Search the UNT Library Catalogue and the Electronic 
Resources on the UNT Libraries website.  You now can do universal searches on the 
latter.  The databases I have found most useful in my own research are JSTOR and 
WORLDCAT.  Also consult Google Scholar.  Finding the right keywords is a trial-and-
error process, which will teach you a lot about language and the evolution of the 
meanings of words on the way.  Also chase down reference you find in footnotes. 

The paper will be a process of consultation and negotiation, some of which will 
take place in class, but most of which via your assignments and my responses to them.  
You should plan on spending more time thinking, searching and investigating sources 
than on writing the final paper.  Do start writing as soon as possible.  Often you cannot 
see gaps in your research until you start writing.  It is imperative that you do each phase 
of the project on time so I can help keep you on track for producing a solid research paper 
that could be entered into one of the University’s writing competitions. 
 SINGLE SPACE ALL ASSIGNMENTS AND IF THE ASSIGNMENT IS OVER 
ONE PAGE, PRINT ON BOTH SIDES OF THE PAPER IF POSSIBLE; IF YOU 
CANNOT, PLEASE STAPLE THE PAGES TOGETHER.  I will NOT accept 
assignments by email unless you have a genuine emergency and are incapacitated.  
Assignments handed in late will be docked one letter grade. 
 Assignment 1 (due by week 3):  Settling on a topic is usually the hardest part.  Do 
the following exercise to identify your interests.  First, list three broad questions about 
this era that you wish to know more about and then list three specific phenomena, 
persons, events, ideas, or trends in the British Isles between 1603 and 1832 related to 
these larger questions.  If you have no background in British history, skim the textbooks 
for inspiration—the bibliographies and indexes are good places to start.  Based on your 
lists, I should be able to make suggestions about feasible research topics.  If you already 
have ideas regarding possible research projects, write short paragraphs describing the 
subject you wish to pursue and/or sources that attract you.  1 PAGE ONLY (I mean it!). 
 Assignment 2 (due by week 6):  Submit a report describing the research you have 
conducted (give full bibliographical citations, and for Web sources the URLs) and write 
one or two paragraphs proposing one or two research topics.  2 PAGES MAXIMUM. 
 Assignment 3 (due by week 8): By this time you should have a clear idea of the 
topic you are investigating.  Write a short prospectus (the central question/s you will 
consider and how you intend to pursue it/them) and submit a list of the primary and 
secondary sources (with full bibliographic citations).  2 PAGES MAXIMUM. 
 Assignment 4 (due by week 10): Submit a progress report, updated prospectus, 
and bibliography.  2 pages max. (I thought by this time I could stop shouting). 

http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/
http://www.pepysdiary.com/


 4

 Assignment 5 (due by week 12): Submit a draft of your paper.  If the paper is well 
organized, argued, and written, thorough, and polished, you will receive an A and not be 
required to submit a corrected and revised version.  For everybody else, final draft due 
by week 14.  Please resubmit your week-12 draft with your final draft. 
 
CLASS SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS: 
 (You may hand in assignments early if it better suits your schedule.) 
 
WEEK1—(8/30): Introduction: Church, State, Economics, and Society. 

 If you miss class on the first day or want more detail on subjects covered 
by the lecture, consult Smith pp. 32-42 on the feudal social hierarchy, pp. 73-86 
on the impact of commerce, pp. 186-91 on the rise of the gentry, pp. 42-47 on the 
late medieval church and Lollardy, pp. 122-27 on Henry VIII’s break with the 
Pope, ch. 7 on the Reformation, pp. 157-58 on the purification of the church, pp. 
160-67 on “Bloody” Mary, pp. 170-72 on the Elizabethan settlement, pp. 175-79 
and pp. 216-17 on Mary Queen of Scots and pp. 219-25 on Puritanism. 
 I want you to appreciate feudalism’s persistence in the traditional social 
hierarchy and the political and economic changes that assisted the centralization 
of monarchy and allowed the rise of the gentry.  Religious conflict will be a 
feature of the entire period under study.  Make sure that you understand the 
origins of the Anglican Church, the Puritan movement, and anti-Catholicism. 

 
WEEK 2—(9/6): James VI and I. 

Read Smith, chap. 11. 
 Questions for thought and discussion (and later testing!):  What is the 
purpose of an established church?  Why does a rival faith pose a threat?  How did 
Presbyterians and mainstream Anglicans differ?  What problems did James VI of 
Scotland face when he became James I of England?  Did he overcome them?  If 
so, how?  If not, why not?  What function did colonies serve? 
 

WEEK 3—(9/13): Charles I. 
 Read Smith, chap. 12. 

Why did James I not face rebellion as did his unfortunate son?  What role 
did “the favorite” play in monarchical rule?  What do you think was more 
important to political stability—the ideology of monarchy or the personality of 
the monarch?  What was England’s policy in Ireland?  How and why did religion 
continue to be the source of political and social discord in the realm? 

Assignment 1 due by beginning of class. 
 

WEEK 4—(9/20): The British Civil Wars, Interregnum, and Cromwell’s Protectorate. 
 Read Smith, chap. 13. 
 What issues were at stake in the British Civil Wars?  Who were the 
antagonists and why were they fighting?  What was the New Model Army and 
how did it become a political force unto itself?  Why did democracy die after the 
Putney Debates of 1648?  What was the significance of the various parliaments—
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Short, Long, Rump (after Pride’s Purge), and Barebones?  How did foreign policy 
change during the Protectorate?  What was Cromwell’s legacy? 
  

WEEK 5—(9/27): Midterm Exam #1. 
 
WEEK 6—(10/4): Charles II and Restoration Society. 

 Read Smith, chap. 14. 
  Was the restored monarchy different from that of the early Stuarts?  How 
did the Corporation and Test Acts epitomize the religious problems that still 
plagued the realm?  Was anti-Catholicism a genuine response to the fear of 
domestic tyranny and foreign domination or was it a useful discourse for the 
ambitious?  Do you think Charles II’s personality or his policies had a greater 
impact on the course of his reign?  Do you think he did the best he could to 
preserve the succession or did he set up his brother for failure? 
 Assignment 2 due by beginning of class. 

 
WEEK 7—(10/11): The So-Called Glorious So-Called Revolution. 

Read Smith, chap. 15 and W&A, chap. 1. 
 Why were the events of 1688-89 open to so many interpretations at the 
time?  Did the monarchy necessarily lose power after 1688?  Consider again the 
questions we discussed earlier—did ideas or personalities dominate?  How 
important were appearances?  Was religion still an issue in the same way?  What 
happened to the Whigs and Tories?  Do the two textbooks give different 
impressions of the significance of 1688-89?  If so, how and why? 
  

WEEK 8—(10/18): Queen Anne and the Rage of Party. 
  Read W&A, chap. 2. 

Why did Anne succeed in uniting England and Scotland while James I had 
failed?  Why was Ireland not included in the union?  How had the practice of 
politics changed since 1688?  Think back over the past six reigns and consider 
how war affects the power and reputation of a monarch. 

Assignment 3 due by beginning of class. 
   
WEEK 9—(10/25): Social Hierarchy, Hanoverian Succession, and the Walpole Machine. 

Read W&A, chaps. 3-4. 
How and why had the social hierarchy changed since the beginning of the 

last century?  What were the sources of social upheaval?  Had social mobility 
increased significantly?  What factors contributed to political stability?  How did 
“party” work at the beginning of the eighteenth century?  Have the definitions of 
Tory and Whig remained consistent?  Why did Walpole generate so much hatred? 

 
WEEK 10—(11/1): Empire and Identity. 

Read W&A, chaps. 5-6. 
 What role did war play in forging national identities?  What were its 
political, social, and cultural consequences?  Had the issues at stake changed since 
the seventeenth century?  How?  Why?  How would you characterize international 
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diplomacy during this period?  What were the causes and consequences of 
colonial ambitions?  Did the British world view change in the eighteenth century?  
Were there any connections between Enlightenment philosophy and imperialism? 

   Assignment 4 due by beginning of class. 
 
WEEK 11—(11/8): Midterm Exam #2. 
 
WEEK 12—(11/15): George III and that American Unpleasantness. 

 Read W&A, chaps. 7-8. 
Was George III significantly different from his Hanoverian predecessors?  

Why were the implications of the Wilkes and Liberty movement?  Had politics 
become more personal?  Did the American conflict have any parallels closer to 
home?  How did it affect Ireland?  What difference did the loss of the American 
colonies made to Britain?  Did the conflict have different meanings on opposite 
sides of the Atlantic? 

Draft of research paper due by beginning of class. 
 

WEEK 13—(11/22): Industry and Empire 
Read W&A, chaps. 9-10. 
What effect did economic factors have on social and gender relations?  

Had the role and impact of religion in people’s lives changed since the 
seventeenth century?  Why did Britain lead industrialization?  Why do historians 
disagree on whether or not industrialization improved the standard of living?  
Why did this era see a proliferation of reform movements?  What moral dilemmas 
did Britain’s imperial policies generate? 

 
WEEK 14—(11/29): The Response to the French Revolution and Napoleon. 

Read W&A, chaps. 11-12. 
Why was the French Revolution such an emotional issue in Britain?  How 

was the war with revolutionary France different from previous conflicts?  What 
were its social, political, economic, and cultural effects?  Was Britain really a 
united kingdom? [Note: do not worry about absorbing all the details of the wars.  
Focus on the impact of the conflict on the economy, politics, and social relations.] 

  Final draft of paper due by beginning of class. 
 
WEEK 15—(12/6):  Reform Achieved? 

 Read W&A, chap. 13. 
Was parliamentary reform inevitable?  Had the difference between landed 

and commercial wealth become less significant by the early 1800s?  Had society 
become more or less hierarchical?  Had power relations shifted?  How did the 
monarchy survive the Queen Caroline agitation?  What has happened to the 
meaning of Whig and Tory?  Was this really an age of aristocracy that was ending 
with the Reform Act of 1832? 

 
FINAL EXAM: Tues, 13 Dec. 6:30-8:30pm. 


