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HIST4330 Absolutism and Enlightenment in Europe 1648-1789 / Fall 2010 
Wed. 6:30-9-20, WH215.  Office hours: Tu&Wed. 5:15-6:15 and by appointment. 
Dr. Morris. Office: WH 265. Phone: 940-565-4216.  E-mail: mmorris@unt.edu   
 
DESCRIPTION: An investigation into the origins, nature, and significance of the 
eighteenth-century European enlightenments.  Topics include the impact of religion on 
domestic and international politics; the rise of commerce; the challenges to absolute 
monarchy; cults of leadership; the role of the family; the conditions of everyday life 
among the various ranks in society; developments in science, medicine, and philosophy; 
sexuality and the construction of gender; institutions of sociability; and contemporary 
backlashes against the Enlightenment Project, particularly romanticism and nationalism. 
 
OBJECTIVES:  Students should achieve a sound understanding of major events in 
Europe from the Peace of Westphalia to the eve of the French Revolution, gain 
experience in analyzing primary sources, and improve their writing skills. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS: 
 John Merriman, A History of Modern Europe, volume 1, 3rd edn. 
 Judith Zinsser, Emilie du Châtelet: Daring Genius of the Enlightenment. 
 [Additionally, students will read selections from the letters and/or memoirs of 
Mme de Sévigné, Mlle de Monpensier, Charlotte Elizabeth, Duchess of Orléans, Madam 
la Marquise de Montespan, and Madam de Maintenon, plus Baron de Montesquieu’s 
Spirit of the Laws, all available online.  Best online edition of Montesquieu is via the 
Library of Liberty website.] 
 
REQUIREMENTS: 

2 midterm exams @ 15% each (makeup exams must be arranged before 8pm 
on the test day; the exam may differ in form); 1 research paper @ 20%; Final exam = 
30%; Participation, including 3 to 6 pop reading quizzes that can be administered at any 
time during the class period (no makeups), = 20%.  I will silently deduct points every 
time I see you distracting yourself with electronic devices, even held under your desk, 
while class is in session.  Students who habitually leave the room or conduct personal 
conversations while class is in session also will lose points on participation. 

If you miss class, it is your responsibility to obtain notes from a classmate. 
Plagiarism (handing in as your own work material lifted wholesale from any 

book, the Internet, or another student) can result in a failing grade and disciplinary action.  
The instructor reserves the right to revise the syllabus as the need arises and has 

no obligation to excuse students from requirements due to work or vacation schedules. 
Grade of Incomplete: given only after completion of at least ¾ of the coursework, 

regular attendance, and informing the instructor of a dire emergency in a timely manner. 
 
SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION REQUEST PROCEDURE: 

Any person with special circumstances covered by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act should register with the Office of Disability Accommodation, Suite 
318A, University Union Building, & also inform the instructor.  Reasonable adjustments 
will be made to accommodate the special needs of students with disabilities where such 
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adjustments are necessary to provide equality of educational access.  Students should 
consult the history department’s ODA liaison. 
 
THE RESEARCH PAPER due WEEK XI: 

On Google Books, search for primary writings by Mme de Sévigné, Charlotte 
Elizabeth, Duchess of Orléans, Mlle de Monpensier, Mme de Montespan, and Mme de 
Maintenon.  Various editions in translation are available.  Peruse these sources to locate 
material that gives you a first-hand account of what life was like under Louis XIV’s 
reign, how he exercised his authority, what was distinctive about his practice of 
absolutism, or how his policies affected individuals.  This also includes the impact of his 
wars and diplomatic relations.  As you read, think about the source of the writers’ biases.  
Look for material that you find interesting.  Analyze the writings of at least two of these 
women for your paper.  Focusing on a specific theme, discuss what you have learned 
from the letters and/or memoirs.  In framing your paper, remember how viewing the 
period via Châtelet’s perspective shed new light on Voltaire the Enlightenment. 

START YOUR RESEARCH EARLY to make sure you can find the sources and 
to give yourself enough time to investigate them thoroughly. 

 
Follow these directions carefully: 
 1.  Use single spacing in 12-point Times New Roman font (this font). 
 2.  Use LEFT, not full justification. 
 3.  Attach pages with a STAPLE, not a paper clip.  Do NOT use a cover sheet. 
 4.  Your essay should be two pages; do not go over this limit. 
 5.  Line 1 should hold your name only, flush left. 
 6.  Line 2 should read “HIST4330 Paper:” followed by your title.  To avoid a 
double space before a new line, hold down SHIFT when you press ENTER. 
 7.  Leave a space.  On line 4, begin your essay after indenting your paragraph. 
 8.  Organize your writing into full, well-structured paragraphs. 
 9.  Discuss specific examples from the sources, but paraphrase and analyze as 
much as possible.  Indicate where you found your evidence by including dates in your 
text or by adding a page number in parentheses at the end of the sentence. 

10. Avoid lengthy block quotations.  You may quote evocative phrases and 
sentences when they support your point, but do not string together one quotation after 
another without any analysis.  When you do quote, indicate the page number in 
parentheses at the end of the sentence.  For example: 

Mme de Sévigné’s letter to her daughter on 8 June 1676 described Mme de 
Montespan setting sail on a “painted and gilded boat, furnished inside in red damask.”  
She noted “there never was anything more romantic” but marveled at the expense (194). 

11. On page 3, give full bibliographical citations of ALL the works you consulted.  
Tell me where you found them.  If you have access to editions of the letters or memoirs 
of these writers in print, you may use them instead of reading the material online. 

THE PAPER IS DUE WEEK XI.  Papers must be submitted in hard copy before 
6:35 on that Wednesday.  Email attachments are not acceptable.  I will read and comment 
upon drafts submitted by WEEK IX.  A-quality drafts will not have to be resubmitted. 
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CLASS SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS (Readings should be completed before the class for 
which they are assigned): 

 
WEEK I.  The origins of absolute monarchy. 

If you miss class, or if you have no background in early modern European history, or if 
you want more detail about the ideas, events, and persons discussed in class, use the index in 
Merriman to locate information on the Protestant Reformation, Catholic Counter-Reformation 
and sixteenth-century Wars of Religion.  Do not worry about keeping track of all the various 
monarchs, princes, and other leaders in late sixteenth and early seventeenth-century Europe.  Do 
try to build a picture of the countries involved in the Thirty Years’ War and their interests.  Study 
the maps and think of the ways in which geography affects state development and relations 
among different territories. 
 
WEEK II. Absolute monarchy and aristocratic mores in France: Read Merriman, pp. 242-61 and 
Zinsser, prologue and chapter 1. 
 
WEEK III.  The legacy of Louis XIV’s wars in Europe.  Merriman, pp. 261-83 and Zinsser, ch.2. 
 
WEEK IV.  England and the Dutch Republic: Merriman, ch. 6 and Zinsser ch. 3.  
 
WEEK V. The culture of natural philosophy: Merriman, ch. 8 and Zinsser, ch. 4. 
 
WEEK VI. Midterm Exam #1. 
 
WEEK VII. The Enlightenment project: Merriman, pp 312-36 and Zinsser, ch. 5. 
 
WEEK VIII.  Enlightened absolutism.  Merriman, pp. 336-48 and Zinsser, ch. 6 and epilogue. 
 
WEEK IX.  Economic and social change.  Merriman, ch. 10 and Montesquieu, Spirit of the Laws, 
Book XIX: 4-9, 27 and Book XX. 
 
WEEK X.  Film: Ridicule. 
 
WEEK XI.  Research paper due.  Discussion of findings.  Lecture on popularization of science. 
  
WEEK XII. War and diplomatic revolution.  Merriman, pp. 386-404. 
 
WEEK XIII: Midterm Exam #2. 
 
WEEK XIV.  Constitutional monarchy and empire.  Merriman pp. 404-19 and Montesquieu, 
Spirit of the Laws, Book III, Book VII, and Book XI: 1-7. 
  
WEEK XV.  Sources of instability and decline.  Merriman, pp. 419-31 and Montesquieu, Spirit of 
the Laws, Book XIV and Book XXI: 1-5, 20-23. 
 
FINALS WEEK:  EXAMINATION on Wednesday, 6:30-8:30. 


