ENGL 5900: Advanced Studies in Science Fiction

Instructor Information  
Marshall Needleman Armintor
My research interests are primarily in twentieth-century British literature and critical theory, especially psychoanalysis; my book Lacan and the Ghosts of Modernity: Masculinity, Tradition, and the Anxiety of Influence (Peter Lang) was published in 2004. I've taught a wide range of courses at UNT since 2003, with topics ranging from graphic novels, to James Joyce, to Victorian literature and videogame narrative. Recently, I've been publishing on neo-Victorian media, MAD Magazine, red velvet cake, Amazon Web Services, and Horizon Zero Dawn.
Course Description, Structure, and Objectives 

This course is a part of the UNT English Department’s Online MA in Literature program.
This course focuses primarily on Anglophone science fiction from the late 19th century to the present day, with a view to reading texts that maintain a relevance to current critical discourse. Science fiction has long been recognized as a form that, far from being escapist, is concerned with the social, political, economic, and ethical landscapes of contemporary society. This deep capacity for social critique is one feature which broadly distinguishes it from most fantasy or horror, two related genres that overlap with science fiction proper. In this course, we will examine these texts within their historical and political contexts, and at the same time study how each of these texts have taken up matters of race, gender, identity, and economic inequity. The matter is often complicated in part by the way science fiction futures often imagine alternative forms of government, whether through globalized liberal technocratic democracies, authoritarian nightmares, nomadic collectives, or Gandhian communist utopias, such as in Eric Frank Russell’s classic 1951 novella “...And Then There Were None.”
Course Objectives and Outcomes
· Write weekly responses and discussion posts demonstrating an ability to identify key elements in each text that deal with one or more of the semester's key issues.
· Write an annotated science fiction syllabus for either a high school or college-level course, focused on a common critical theme.   
· Write a final essay that presents a persuasive argument about one or more key issues stemming from the readings. 
Upon completion of the course, the student will have accomplished the following:
· Acquired a sense of the history of Anglophone science fiction from late 19th century onwards to the present day.
· Engaged with contemporary criticism of science fiction texts with view to political and social contexts.
· Built a corpus of 30 to 40 pages, composed of their own critical and pedagogical assessment of the course material.
· Developed the ability to read independently, and through the construction of an annotated SF syllabus, demonstrated a grasp of presenting SF texts in a classroom for a defined group of learners.

Federal regulations state that students may apply only 3 fully-online semester credit hours (SCH) to the hours required for full-time status for F-1 Visa (DOC) holders. Full-time status for F-1 Visa students is 12 hours for undergraduates and 9 hours for graduate students.  

How to Succeed in this Course 
Office Location (if using office for conferences): Auditorium 116
Office Hours:  MW 10-2
Communication Expectations: 
 I will communicate with you through the Announcements in Canvas; all questions should be directed to me through "Inbox" (Conversations). You can expect a reply to an email within a day; my goal for grades and feedback through comments is to complete them within 48 hours. For longer assignments, that may take as lkong as a week.
    I may have some occasional recorded content to share with you also--I will let you know through the Announcements.
   CLEAR has a webpage for students that provides Online Communication Tips (Links to an external site.) (https://clear.unt.edu/online-communication-tips); I advise you read it to get a handle on online communication etiquette, really for your own peace of mind than anything else.  I don't grade emails sent to me, and at this point in my teaching career, I can't possibly be offended by much. :)


UNT strives to offer you a high-quality education and a supportive environment, so you learn and grow. As a faculty member, I am committed to helping you be successful as a student. To learn more about campus resources and information on how you can be successful at UNT, go to unt.edu/success and explore unt.edu/wellness. To get all your enrollment and student financial-related questions answered, go to scrappysays.unt.edu.

Prerequisites
There are no required prerequisites for this course. However, in order to be successful in this course you will need:
· The ability to demonstrate strong writing composition skills.  
· The ability to read deeply and consistently across the semester. Most texts will require between 5 and 8 hours of reading per week. Each text will be accompanied by at least 3 to 4 scholarly articles, which I will also expect students to read and draw from in order to write about the texts.
· Reliable access to a secure online portal.

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time; however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/office-disability-access). You may also contact ODA by phone at (940) 565-4323.


Supporting Your Success and Creating an Inclusive Learning Environment  

I value the many perspectives students bring to our campus. Please work with me to create a classroom culture of open communication, mutual respect, and belonging. All discussions should be respectful and civil. Although disagreements and debates are encouraged, personal attacks are unacceptable. Together, we can ensure a safe and welcoming classroom for all. If you ever feel like this is not the case, please stop by my office and let me know. We are all learning together. 

I also encourage you to review UNT’s student code of conduct so that we can all start with the same baseline civility understanding (Code of Student Conduct) (https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-012).  


Required/Recommended Materials 
Required Primary Texts
Week 1: "The Comet,” W.E.B. Du Bois (available in Canvas)							
Weeks 2-3: The Iron Heel, Jack London (available online)
Week 4: Things to Come (1936, dir. William Cameron Menzies, on Youtube)
Week 5: Golden Age of SF, pt. 1 (Heinlein, Asimov, Sturgeon)
Week 6: Golden Age of SF, pt. 2 (Clarke, Padgett, Kornbluth, Dick)
Week 7: Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury (Simon & Schuster, 2012)
Week 8: Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?, Philip K. Dick (Del Rey, 1996)
Weeks 9-10: The Left Hand of Darkness, Ursula K. Le Guin (Ace, 1987)
Week 11: Annihilation, Jeff VanDerMeer (Picador, 2024)
Weeks 12-13: The Broken Earth, N.K. Jemsin (Orbit, 2015)
Week 14: “Story of Your Life,” Ted Chiang (available in Canvas) +  Primer (2004, dir. Shane Carruth, on Youtube)

This course has digital components. To fully participate in this class, students will need internet access to reference content on the Canvas Learning Management System and [faculty member to include other required equipment or software such as a webcam, microphone, Adobe Photoshop, etc.]. If circumstances change, you will be informed of other technical needs to access course content.  Information on how to be successful in a digital learning environment can be found at Learn Anywhere (https://online.unt.edu/learn). 

  
Course Requirements
Weekly Writings & Discussions                                          20 percent/ 350 points max 
Annotated Syllabus                                                              30 percent/ 525 points max         
Final Essay, 6000-7000 words                                            50 percent/ 875 points max

Weekly Discussions are always due at the end of the day on Friday, Weekly writing is always due at the end of day on Saturday.

If you are not utilizing the summary in Canvas, here is an example of a table you might create:




	Date
	Topic
	Assignment 
	Points Possible
	% of Final Grade

	Week 1
	"The Comet,” W.E.B. Du Bois
	Discussion Post and Weekly Assignment
	20 points
	1.5%

	Week 2
	The Iron Heel, Jack London 
	Discussion Post and Weekly Assignment
	20 points
	1.5%


	Week 3
	London continued
	Discussion Post and Weekly Assignment
	20 points

	1.5%


	Week 4

	Things to Come, dir. Menzies
	Discussion Post and Weekly Assignment
	20 points
	1.5%


	Week 5

	     Readings in The Golden Age of SF, part 1 (Heinlein, Asimov, Knight)
	Discussion Post and Weekly Assignment
	20 points
	1.5%


	Week 6

	Readings in The Golden Age of SF, part 2 (adgett, Sturgeon, Kornbluth)
	Discussion Post and Weekly Assignment
	20 points
	1.5%


	Week 7

	Fahrenheit 451,Ray Bradbury
	Discussion Post and Weekly Assignment

	20 points
	1.5%


	Week 8

	Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?, Philip K. Dick
	Discussion Post and Weekly Assignment

	20 points
	1.5%


	Week 9
	The Left Hand of Darkness, Ursula K. Le Guin
	Discussion Post and Weekly Assignment
	20 points
	1.5%


	Week 10

	Le Guin, continued
	Discussion Post and Weekly Assignment
	20 points

	1.5%


	Week 11

	Jeff Vandermeer, Annihilation 
	Annotated Syllabus Due
	390 points
	30%

	Week 12

	The Fifth Season, N.K. Jemsin

	Discussion Post and Weekly Assignment
	20 points
	1.5%


	Week 13

	Jemsin, continued

	Discussion Post and Weekly Assignment
	20 points
	1.5%


	Week 14

	Primer, dir. Carruth, and Chiang, “Story of Your Life”
	Discussion Post and Weekly Assignment
	20 points
	1.5%


	End of Week 17
	
	Final Paper Due
	650 points
	50%



Students will be notified by Eagle Alert if there is a campus closing or other issue that will impact a class and the calendar is subject to change, citing the Campus Closures Policy (https://policy.unt.edu/policy/15-006). 
Assessing Your Work 
Late Paper Policy:
I will deduct .33 of a grade for each day a paper is late. For example, if you turn in a B paper, and it’s a day late, the grade gets docked down to a B minus. Also, late papers don’t get comments.   If you need an extension, ask.
Turning in Papers:
All assignments will be turned in on Canvas.
Notes on grade calculation:
Here are the letter grades I give for assignments, and the grade points they’re worth:
A :100-90
B: 90-80
C: 80-70
D: 70-60
Every student in my class can improve by doing their own work and trying their hardest with access to appropriate resources.  Do not use AI or other similar tools for writing, such as Grammarly. Students who use other people’s work without citations will be violating UNT’s Academic Integrity Policy.  Please read and follow this important set of guidelines for your academic success (https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003).  If you have questions about this, or any UNT policy, please email me or come discuss this with me during my office hours.
Attendance and Participation  
[bookmark: _heading=h.omjmwue0lsjw]Research has shown that students who attend class are more likely to be successful. You should attend to every week of this class in Canvas, unless you have a university excused absence such as active military service, a religious holy day, or an official university function as stated in the Student Attendance and Authorized Absences Policy (PDF) (https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-039).  If you cannot attend to the class due to an emergency, please let me know. Your safety and well-being are important to me.  
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