
COMMUNICATION 3840—Debate and Argument 
Fall 2009 

 

Instructor: Louie Petit, M.A.  T TH 2:00-3:20pm 

E-Mail: louie.petit@unt.edu  WH 117 

Instructor’s Office: GAB 326   Office Hours T TH: 3:30-5:00pm,  

Office Ph. (940) 565-2747  and by appointment 

 

 This is a class designed to explore critical thinking in the form of debate and argumentation.  It is divided 

into two parts.  The first part of the class will be devoted to a discussion of argumentation theory.  Lectures, 

discussions, and classroom exercises (In Class Arguments – ICA’s) will be used as teaching methods during 

this part of the class.  Specific reading assignments will be given to parallel the lectures/discussions.   

 The second half of the course will be devoted to participation in classroom policy debates.  A schedule of 

debates will be announced, and all students will/are expected to participate in a policy debate on the assigned 

day.  Each student will participate in at least one policy debate. 

 

Course Objectives: 

1. To understand the importance of argument in everyday life.   

2. To know what evidence is, how to use it to prove a claim, and how to evaluate the adequacy of opposing 

evidence. 

3. To understand the methods of argument and how to evaluate them. 

4. To develop skills in refutation and cross-examination. 

 

Classroom argument style: 

Given that this course is designed to encourage people to argue, it is important to recognize that we all have 

strong opinions on the topics we discuss and we will frequently disagree on these.  You should know that your 

opinions are valid, and that you are invited to share any relevant opinions during class discussion.  The key to 

having good discussions, and arguments, as we will find out, is to offer reasons for the opinions and views that 

you hold.  The class discussions may be very energetic, but all relevant views are valued.   

 

Texts Required: 

There is no textbook for this course.  There are a number of readings that we will be doing together. Much of 

the preparation for debates will come from your own research, thus, while there is no textbook, plenty of 

reading is required of you.  A majority of reading will come from a reference source which is free and available 

on the internet is the Code of the Debater found at  

http://debate.org.ua/file_download/42/Alfred_Snider_Code_of_Debater.pdf. 

 

Course Requirements: 

This course has four basic types of activities: In Class Arguments (ICA’s), debates, speeches, briefs, and exams.  

Assist with hosting the UNT High School debate tournament (Nov 6-8) 

mailto:louie.petit@unt.edu


In Class Arguments (ICA’s): 200 points 

Four days will be used for in-class arguments.  The format will be moderately structured,                            

but not nearly as structured as an academic debate.  I will choose the topics from a list that you help to create.  

Your stance on each issue will be assigned, not chosen.  You will need to do a small amount of research on each 

topic prior to the class session.  The grade will be based on participation and research. 

 

ICA Decisions: 200 points 

 You will need to write a decision for each of the ICA’s.  You will be responsible for defending which side 

of the ICA won the argument and for what reasons.  Theses decisions will need to be 3-5 pages in length.     

 

Briefs: 50 points 

 Debate, for the most part, requires research.  Each student is required to write an argument brief for one ICA 

and one sample debate argument brief.  An argument brief utilizes the legal outlining form in order to present 

evidence for a particular side of a controversy. 

 

Mid-term Exam:  100 points 

 There will be a midterm exam requiring mastery of course subject matter. 

 

Final Exam: 200 points 

 8-10 page paper.  The paper should be in Times New Roman 12pt font, double spaced, and have 1-inch 

margins.  A  cover sheet and works cited page need to accompany your paper.  Basically you need to follow 

APA guidelines.   

You need at a minimum 5 source citations, a well-developed thesis statement, and a strong conclusion.  

Your paper should develop a well-constructed argument that supports the United States federal government 

supporting a transition to an alternative energy source.  You should select a specific type of alternative energy 

and research its utility to provide an alternative energy solution in the United States. 

Prompt- The United States federal government should increase the use of alternative energy in the United 

States. 

   

 

Course Policies: 
1.  Class Participation 

Students are expected to attend each class session, to have read and synthesized the material to be covered that 

day, and to be prepared to participate actively and intelligently in class discussions.  It is impossible to 

participate intelligently if one has not completed the reading assignment for the day.   

 

2. Attendance 

 Much of your success in this course depends on your active participation in the daily class discussions.  Not 

only is the material covered in class important to your success, but also your participation as an audience 

member and a participant in the daily activities of the class is crucial to achieving the course objectives.  

Consequently, you are expected to attend every class session and to be on time.  If you accumulate more than 

three class absences over the course of the semester your grade will be adversely affected.  Beginning with the 

fourth absence a student’s final grade will be lowered by ten points.  Upon the fifthe absence, twenty points will 

be deducted from your final point total. If you miss six (6) or more classes, the equivalent of over two full 

weeks, your final grade will be reduced by two letter grades. The term absence used in this policy does not 

apply to “authorized absences” as defined in the UNT Undergraduate Catalog.  This policy is not negotiable.  It 

is not the responsibility of the instructor to keep you apprised of the number of absences you have accumulated.   

 

3. Assignments and Requirements 

All assignments are due on the date specified and must be submitted prior to or during class (not by the end of 

the day).  Late assignments will need to be cleared with the instructor in advance.  If you miss a presentation, 

workshop, or other schedules or informal class activities and you have a University Excused Absence (i.e. an 



excused absence from the Dean of Students or a receipt from the UNT Health Center), we will try to reschedule 

you at our earliest convenience.  You should be prepared to perform whenever you are called upon, certainly the 

next time you come to class.  When a reading assignment is listed in the syllabus for a given day, you should 

complete the reading assignment by that day. 

 

4. Grading 

We assume that students in a 3000-level course have the ability to read and write cogently using correct style, 

and participate intelligently in class discussion.  Students are expected to produce written work that conforms to 

the “Writing Guide for Student Papers” in the “undergraduate program” section of the department website. 

You can find that information and more at, http://www.comm.unt.edu/writing_guide_for_student_papers.htm 

and http://www.comm.unt.edu/faculty/gossett/writing_tips_for_comm_3010.htm  

If you feel that you need assistance with your writing, contact the writing lab in Aud 105 or call the writing 

hotline at 565-4311 

 

The graded assignments are designed to allow the student to demonstrate proficiency in these areas.  The 

following scale will be used: 

 

A 90-100  Clearly Outstanding and exceptional work 

B 80-89  Above Average Work 

C 70-79  Average Work; Meets all the criteria for an assignment 

D 60-69  Below Average Work 

F Below 60 Fails to Meet Minimal Expectations 

 

5. Completing the Course 

Students are expected to complete all assignments for this course during the semester.  Assigning a grade of 

“incomplete” is rare, and in order to request an “I,” the student must meet these University requirements:  a) 

The student must have completed at least 75% of the course assignments; b) The student must be passing the 

course; c) There must be an unforeseen and compelling reason why the course cannot be completed on time; 

and d) The student must present a plan for completing the assignments within the time period specified in the 

catalog.  

 

6.  Disability Accommodation 

The instructors will cooperate with the University's Office of Disability Accommodation to provide reasonable 

accommodation to students who need it.  Students who wish to self-identify and request assistance under this 

policy should register in room 318A of the University Union by the second-class day. 

 

7. Student Conduct and Academic Honesty 

All students shall adhere to the Code of Student Conduct regarding academic dishonesty, including acts of 

cheating and plagiarism.  Copies of the code are available in the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities 

(Union 319). It defines cheating as, “the willful giving or receiving of information in an unauthorized manner 

during an examination, illicitly obtaining examination questions in advance, using someone else’s work or 

written assignments as if it were your own, or any other dishonest means of attempting to fulfill a requirement 

of this course.”  

The Code defines plagiarism as “The use of an author’s words or ideas as if they were your own without giving 

proper credit to the source including but not limited to failure to acknowledge a direct quotation.” 

You should make yourself aware of the University’s policy on academic dishonesty and plagiarism, and you 

should know that any infractions of this policy will be dealt with seriously.  The minimum penalty for a 

cheating or plagiarism is a grade of “F” for the course and a report to the Dean of Students for disciplinary 

action. 

 

8. Dropping the Class 



If you stop attending this class but do not follow proper procedure for dropping the class, you will receive a 

failing grade and will also be financially obligated.  To drop a class anytime after the first week, you must turn 

in a drop slip at an authorized registration center (see 2008/2009 UNT Undergraduate Catalog).   

 

9.  Extra Credit Opportunities 

You can add up to 30 points to your final grade for the course by doing any combination of the following 

activities: 

Option 1: Attend any of the public debates held on campus.  Debates are scheduled throughout the semester. We 

will announce specific dates in class.  Write a one-page summary of the debate (15 points per debate). 

Option 2: Attend and debate at a college debate tournament. (30 points). 

 

  

 

***This syllabus is not a contract.  It is a guide and may be changed by the professor at any time without prior 

notice.  

 


