	
	
	



Department of Educational Psychology
HDFS 2313-Courtship and Marriage

Professor: Lauren Nunez, Ph.D.			
Meeting times/days: T/R 12:45-2:05
Classroom: WH 322
Email: lauren.kelly@unt.edu
Office Hours: T/R 11:00- 12:40 & 3:40-5:00 p.m
Office location: Matthews hall 322 C 

Required Textbook
Required Textbook: Rice, F., Stinnett, N., Stinnett, N., & DeGenova, M. (2017). Intimate relationships, marriages, and families. Oxford University Press.

Course Description

The study of dating, courtship, and marriage. 

Course Goals and Objectives

By the end of this course, students should be able to:

1. Recognize and interpret normative stages, nuances and attributes of courtship-related topics in relationship development as they relate to yourself and the greater human system.
2. Describe and apply stages, nuances and attributes of marriage and/or intimate partner relationship development over the life course as they relate to yourself and the greater human system.

Class Rules & Guidelines

Attendance

Students are expected to attend all classes regularly and punctually. Please arrive on time and refrain from leaving before the class has concluded. There will be assignments and exam questions based on class lecture, so attending every day will be in your best interest if you are wanting to do well in this course.  

There are “acceptable” (i.e., unforeseeable, out-of-your-control) reasons for missing class or an assignment, including: (a) ill health, (b) jury duty or mandatory court appearances, (c) severe personal circumstances, or (d) religious holidays. In order for the absence to be excused so that you can make-up an exam or assignment, you have to provide verifiable documentation. 

Absences in observance of religious holidays are authorized only if you have notified your instructor in writing within the first 2 weeks of the semester per university policy. 

If the absence is due to a medical/ health-related concern, you must provide a note from a doctor or medical institution confirming you were sick. 

iClicker Reef - Participation 
Students are expected to attend all classes regularly and punctually.  
Engagement, participation and interaction are important elements of the learning process. To that end, we will be using iClicker Reef, so each student must be registered to Reef and have a device (computer, smartphone or tablet) for polling responses for this course. When told by your professor, you will use iclicker to sign in and you will also be using iClicker for occasional participation points. 
Because iClicker Reef is flexible across devices, you may participate by choosing one of the two options below: 
iClicker Reef app: You may use your own smartphone or tablet by downloading the app available for iOS and Android

iClicker Reef website – iclicker.com – for browser-based use
With either option, you will create an account with iClicker, select University of North Texas as your institution, and enter your EUID (your Canvas login ID) in the Student ID (optional) space.
To add the course to your iClicker Reef list, log into Canvas using a browser and click the link in this course. You’ll be directed to your iClicker Reef account. Log in as needed and the course will appear in your personal list.
Click on the course and JOIN when we are in session. Connecting via wifi in UNT classrooms is highly recommended.

The final grade students receive in this class will be based upon the following: 

	Grade Component
	Points
	
	
	

	ICAs
	100
	
	
	

	Art Activities
	100
	
	
	

	Participation
	50
	
	
	

	Pecha Kucha Presentation
	100
	
	
	

	Pecha Kucha Reflection
	165
	
	
	

	1st Exam
	150
	
	
	

	2nd Exam
	150
	
	
	

	3rd  Exam
	150
	
	
	

	Total
	900
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Hlk491699822]
Grading Scale

810-900 	A
809-720      B
719-630 	C
629- 540 	D
539-0   	F


Course Assignments and Exams

Canvas

We will be using Canvas in this course. Your grades, the syllabus, course announcements, due dates, and assignment rubrics will all be posted on our Canvas page. As a student, it is your responsibility to check Canvas frequently for course updates, and doing so will significantly increase your ability to do well in this course. 
  
All assignments will be submitted in Canvas (do not email them to the instructor). 
Please format all uploaded submissions as .doc or .docx files.

Exams-150 points

There are 3 exams. The dates for the exams are on the calendar below, and in canvas. Each exam will be worth 150 points. Tests may include a variety of question types including all or some of the following: multiple choice, true/false, matching, and fill-in-the-blanks. Material for the exams will be both from the textbook as well as any material covered in class. 

Legitimate reasons for missing an exam include medical, judicial, or serious personal events that truly do not allow you to take the exam. If you miss an exam, you will be asked to provide documentation to support the reason for your absence. [See section on attendance information].

The University is committed to providing a reliable online course system to all users. However, in the event of any unexpected server outage or any unusual technical difficulty which prevents students from completing a time sensitive assessment activity, the instructor will extend the time windows and provide an appropriate accommodation based on the situation. Students should immediately report any problems to the instructor and contact the UNT Student Help Desk: helpdesk@unt.edu or 940.565.2324 and obtain a ticket number. The instructor and the UNT Student Help Desk will work with the student to resolve any issues at the earliest possible time. 

In-Class Assignments – 100 points

During the semester, 10 short written assignments will be completed during class and submitted online. These assignments will not be announced in advance and you must be in class to complete them; no make-up opportunities will be available. In-class assignments will be worth 100 towards your final grade.

ART (Applied Relationship Theory Exercises) -100 points

Throughout the semester, you will complete an ART the week it is due by Friday at 11:59 PM. If you have an issue with an ART such as you are not comfortable completing it, please email me. 

Pecha Kucha Presentation – 100 points

Each student will examine varying cultural/religious beliefs and customs for dating, courtship, marriage, and family life for a group/location. For the presentation, each student will create a presentation containing no more than 20 slides, each set at 20 seconds. More information and a grading rubric will be posted on Canvas. This is worth 100 points of your final grade. Please do not use google slides, Microsoft PPT is preferred. 


UNT students, faculty, and staff can get a free Microsoft 365 subscription (including Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Outlook). You can install the full desktop apps on up to 5 computers (Windows/Mac) and use mobile apps on 5 devices. 
How to get it:
1. Go to your UNT EagleConnect student email via the UNT Webmail page.
2. Log in using your UNT email address, password, and Duo MFA.
3. Click the application menu in the top-left corner and go to the Office 365 Portal.
4. Select Install Apps to download the desktop applications. 
Note: This free license is tied to your active status at UNT. For more details or troubleshooting, visit the UNT Helpdesk Software Downloads page.



Pecha Kucha Reflection – 100 points

Students will be required to view, summarize, and reflect on a minimum of 5 of the recorded Pecha Kucha Presentations available on the canvas discussion page (PK upload discussion board). More information and a grading rubric will be posted on Canvas. The Pecha Kucha Reflection is worth 100 points.

Participation and Discussion (50 pts)

The material in this course is most effectively mastered through careful reading, critical thinking, and lively debate/discussion.  No experience is the same and the success of this course depends on our ability to have thoughtful conversations about the course readings.  Your informed participation is the most important requirement for this class.  You will earn credit (points) for active participation throughout the semester.  (You will not earn points for mere passive presence.) 

Because active participation and engagement are imperative for optimal learning, preparation for and participation in in-class activities will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

· Students attend class, arrive on time, and stay for the entire class period. 
· Students complete readings and prepare for class activities prior to class as is evidenced by their ability to discuss and write about the concepts presented and examined in the texts as well as participate fully in related activities.

Students are actively involved in in-class learning experiences as is evidenced by:
(1) participating in all activities in a professional and respectful manner
(2) engaging in small and large group discussions and in-class exercises
(3) completing written work related to the activities
(4) supporting the participation and learning of classmates. • Students show evidence of critical reflective thinking through in-class.
ATTENDANCE EXPECTATIONS:
Attendance: This course is designed and organized to be highly collaborative and interactive. Our sessions will involve small and whole group activities and discussions. Therefore, your attendance and participation are essential to the learning of everyone in our course. It is very difficult to be enriched by discussions and collaborations if you are not physically present or prepared for class. Per university policy 06.039 an excused absence falls under the following categories:
· religious holy day, including travel for that purpose;
· active military service, including travel for that purpose;
· participation in an official university function;
· illness or other extenuating circumstances;
· pregnancy and parenting under Title IX; and
· when the University is officially closed.
If you are unable to attend a class for any reason (including those not listed above), please be sure to notify me as soon as possible. For reasons not listed above where missing class is unavoidable, please let me know so that we can come up with an alternate plan. It is my discretion to excuse absences for reasons not listed above, and it is imperative that you communicate with me.
Attendance and participation in this class is required. Our time in class will consist of a lot of small group and whole class discussion. You are a vital part of a learning community, and your contributions are part of the knowledge that we create in our classroom. We need you here as often as you are able. With that said, things come up. When you can’t be in class, I expect you to let me know ahead of time if you can. Missing more than two class periods or missing any class without contacting the instructor will affect the participation portion of your grade and may warrant further administrative action. If you are absent, you are still responsible for turning in assigned work. 5 or more unexcused absences will result in an F. 
How to contact Dean of Students Office:
University Union, Suite 409
(940) 565-2648 | deanofstudents@unt.edu


	


HDFS 2313: Courtship and Marriage
     (Topics and dates are subject to change)	  

	Date
	Topic
	Reading
	Assignment due

	8/19
	Introduction to the course/ Intro to Relationships 
	Chapter 1
	

	        8/26
	Being Single 
	Chapter 3
	

	9/2
	
Gender
	Chapter 2
	ART 1

	
9/9
	 Attraction and Dating 

	Chapter 4
	

	
9/16
	Love and Mate selection 
	Chapter 5
	ART 2

	
9/23
	Qualities of a successful relationship

	Chapter 6
	Exam 1 9/24
Chapters: 1-6

	9/30
	Symbolic Interactionism 
 And Power and Communication 

Sex


	Chapter 9
Chapter 10

	ART 3


	10/7
	 Symbolic Interactionism 
 And Power and Communication

	Ch 9
	

	10/14
	Family planning

	Chapter 11
	PK due on 10/16 at 11:59 pm

	10/19
	Pregnancy 
Review on 10/22

	Chapter 12
	

	
10/28
	Parent-child relationships/ Gay and Lesbian Relationships 

	Chapter 13
	Exam 2 on 10/29 (all material since first exam)

	11/4
	Extended families/ Conflict

	Chapter 14 and 15

	ART 4


	11/11
	Extended families/ Conflict 
	Chapter 14 and 15
	PK Reflection due 11/13

	11/18
No class 11/25
	Divorce/remarriage

	Chapter 15
	

	 
12/2
	Relationship violence/wrap-up

	
	ART 5

	12/12
	
Final Exam online: Open 6 am to 5 pm

	
	All material since exam 2


Course Related Information 
 
1.  At the end of the semester, please do not ask me to change your grade. That would be unethical and unfair to every student that has earned his/her given grade.
2. You can submit work late up to 4 days late for 10% off per day late.  Your assignments will be considered late the first minute after the scheduled due date.

IMPORTANT MESSAGES FROM THE UNIVERSITY:
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
 
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam [or specify alternative sanction, such as course failure].    Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students, who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term "cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term "plagiarism" includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.
 
ACCEPTABLE STUDENT BEHAVIOR
 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at  http://deanofstudents.unt.edu.
 

ADA STATEMENT
 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://disability.unt.edu. You may also contact them by phone at (940) 565‐4323.
 
EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION & PROCEDURES
 
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify you with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). The system sends voice messages (and text messages upon permission) to the phones of all active faculty staff, and students. Please make certain to update your phone numbers at http://www.my.unt.edu. Some helpful emergency preparedness actions include: 1) know the evacuation routes and severe weather shelter areas in the buildings where your classes are held, 2) determine how you will contact family and friends if phones are temporarily unavailable, and 3) identify where you will go if you need to evacuate the Denton area suddenly. In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials.
 
RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS
 
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Canvas online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those mandates at the following link:  http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/ferpa.html
 
SPOT Course Evaluation
 
Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. SPOT is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available at the end of the semester to provide you with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught.


