The Best of French Pop Culture WLLC 3310
Maymester in Paris / 2026

Professor Contact:	Dr. Laetitia Knight
Email: Laetitia.Knight@unt.edu
Whatsapp group
Cell: +1 325.518.8662

Course Description :

This course is faculty-led program taking place in Paris, France offered during the Summer 3 week Session (maymester) from May 12 to May 29, 2026. Last day to depart the U.S. for Paris will be May 11, 2026.

Through exposure to, and analysis of different aspects of French culture (such as fashion, film, food, comics, music, advertisements, media, sports, language, and other cultural artifacts), students will learn to think about how popular culture is constructed and consumed in France. They will also reflect on their own culture through assignments focusing on cultural comparisons. Online/in-person instruction will be supplemented by fieldwork, visits, excursions, and hands-on activities.

This course is taught in English and does not fulfill the language requirements. This course cannot substitute for a FREN course applying to the French major or minor coursework (unless exceptional circumstances).

Pre-requisites:

None

Language of instruction:

English (knowledge of French is NOT required for this course)

Required Materials:

No textbook required. Some suggested books can be purchased online but are not mandatory. All materials will be posted on Canvas. Students will need access to a computer and the internet.

Course Objectives/Student Learning outcomes:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Respond critically to a broad range of literary, visual and auditory examples of French popular and/or everyday culture;
2. Analyze and explain how meaning is created within different popular genres;

3. Reflect on how French popular culture is consumed;
4. Identify and evaluate elements of popular culture;
5. Investigate and discuss the concept of popular culture through comparisons of French culture and their own culture.

This course fulfills the CLASS requirement for Diversity and Global Issues:

At the end of this course, students should be able to do at least three of the following:
1. Identify the origins, influences, and limits of one’s own cultural heritage.
2. Demonstrate the ability to learn from and empathize with perspectives and experiences
different from one’s own.
3. Show an understanding of the interrelationships of the self, local society, and global environments.
4. Describe the impacts of complex, worldwide systems.
5. Explain the reasoning for one’s ethical responsibilities within worldwide systems.

Technical Support:

Student Helpdesk: UIT Helpdesk Sage Hall 130
940-565-2324
helpdesk@unt.edu

Technical Skill Requirements:

To be successful in this course, basic technical skills are required. Students are expected to know how to use Canvas, download and upload files on it, send and receive emails, check announcements and set up notifications so that they know when assignments are due. In addition, students should know how to check out online media resources from the UNT Chilton Media library.

Netiquette:

Please be respectful through your exchanges with classmates and instructor. Refer to Albion’s “The Core Rules of Netiquette”: http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html for tips and information.

Policies:

Go to the World Languages webpage for departmental policies: http://worldlanguages.unt.edu/.

The Department of World Languages, Literatures, and Cultures fully supports and enforces all University policies regarding academic misconduct (cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, etc.) and personal misconduct (disruptive behavior, incivility, etc.) as outlined in the Code of Student Conduct and Discipline, available in the Undergraduate Catalog and online at https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/academic-integrity

ADA Policy:

“The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information, see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.”
UNT Policy Manual, Volume 3, 18.1.14, part II

Course Structure and expectations:
Because all the materials for this course are available online (linked articles or documents I posted on Canvas), I recommend that you go through the modules and save copies of the assigned readings to your laptop or tablet that can be accessed offline. If at any point you have problems accessing the material make sure to message me (through Canvas, Whatsapp, or my UNT email).

· At the beginning of each day (or even better, the night before), I recommend checking
the “day itinerary” page for an overview of the visits and program for that day.
· Homework will be due at the end of each day (and will usually include comprehension quizzes based on assigned materials available on Canvas, journaling and discussions) at 11:59 pm French time (4:59 pm Central--you may want to change your device or Canvas course to Paris time). Additionally, students will be assigned short presentations during the program and will be expected the prepare prior to the beginning of that day.
· Scheduled visits and activities are mandatory and integral part of the course curriculum. Failure to attend will result in a grade penalty. Students are expected to be punctual (on time) and should double-check meeting times with the instructor. 
· As UNT students you are expected to abide by the UNT student code of conduct. Additionally, rules set forth by our partner IES as well as French laws must be followed at all times.
· Students should demonstrate appropriate behavior during programmed activities. For example, it is unacceptable for students to miss a visit because they are hungover or stayed up too late the night before.
· Failure to follow all rules and policies will result in a grade penalty: students who miss a scheduled visit/activity without a documented excuse (e.g. doctor’s note) or exhibit inappropriate behavior during programmed activities will incur a 10 % overall grade reduction for each infraction.
· While students are free to do what they want during rest days or outside of scheduled visits, please use common sense and practice safety when out and about. Students should not go out alone, especially at night.
· Students are responsible for communicating with their instructor if they are having issues.

· For non-academic matters, students should contact appropriate parties (e.g. talk to the hotel receptionist if the oven does not work or you are missing towels, contact the IES representative if you are needing to go to the doctor or are having banking issues, etc.)

Your professor will provide feedback on most assignments within two days of submission (many quizzes are multiple choice and computer-graded, so results will be instantaneous).

Grading scale:

Your grade will be calculated according to the following scale. Please note that grades are not curved. There is no extra credit awarded in this course.

	Percentage
	Letter Grade

	90 – 100 %
	A

	80 – 89.9 %
	B

	70 – 79.9 %
	C

	60 – 69.9 %
	D

	0 – 59.9 %
	F




Grade distribution:Comprehension activities*
35%
Journals & Discussions*
35%
Presentations
15%
Final paper
15%







Comprehension activities:



* The lowest grade in this category will be dropped (automatically via Canvas gradebook).


Students will be asked to complete activities to demonstrate their understanding of the assigned materials (readings, videos or recorded lectures). Activities will include multiple- choice, open-ended questionnaires or task-based assignments.

Journals & Discussions:

On a regular basis, students will submit a journal entry reflecting on their day and the visits/cultural element(s) studied that day. This assignment will not only serve as a journal but will also allow students to present specific cultural aspects (entries should be accompanied by photos of cultural products/artefacts). Students will have the options between different modalities for their submissions (text and pictures, videos, etc.). Additionally, our class will also engage in online or in-person discussions before/after/during visits and students are expected to actively participate by making relevant quality contributions.

Presentations:
In preparation for some of the visits, students will be asked to present relevant information about related to the visit (as assigned by the instructor). Presentations will be short and done in front of the whole class.

Final paper:

At the end of the program, students will write a paper to reflect on cultural stereotypes.

Daily Calendar

Tentative itinerary: changes may be made and we encourage flexibility with the schedule.

	Day(s)
	Modules
	Visits/activities
	Assignments*

	Monday 
May 11
	Depart from the US on Sunday May 11th at the latest
	Introduce yourself 
Preparation activity 

	Tuesday
May 12
	Defining Pop Culture
	Arrival in Paris
Morning: IES will pick up students coming in morning from the airport
Afternoon: hotel check-in
	Canvas Discussion

	Wednesday May 13
	Iconic landmarks and popular Parisian sites
	Morning: Orientation at IES Paris 
Afternoon: Boat tour on the Seine
Evening: Welcome Dinner
	Comprehension quiz

	Thursday
May 14
	Leisures, Hobbies and Tradition 
	Afternoon: Louvre visit (guided visit)
Evening: How to become Parisian in one hour? (comedy show)
	Comprehension quiz 
Journal
(presentations for next day)

	Friday 
May 15
	Language & Youth
	Morning: Street Art Tour
Afternoon: Musée du Vin
	Presentations
Comprehension quiz
Journal

	Saturday
May 16
	                                                                          rest day

	Sunday
May 17
	                                                                          rest day

	Monday 
May 18
	French Fashion
	         rest day
	Comprehension quiz
Journal
(presentations for the next day)

	Tuesday 
May 19
	French Cuisine
	Afternoon: Macaron workshop
	Presentations
Comprehension quiz
(prepare for Orsay activity) (presentations for next day)

	Wednesday
May 20
	French artists in popular culture
	Afternoon: Musée d’Orsay visit (audioguide)
	Presentations
Orsay activity 
Journal
(presentations for next day)

	Thursday May 21
	French Cinema
	All day: Versailles (audioguide / free visit of gardens)
Evening : French film with subtitles
	Presentations
Comprehension quiz

	Friday
May 22
	French Ads
	Morning: Musée des Arts Décoratifs (guided visit)
Afternoon: Perfume workshop
	Comprehension quiz
Journal
(presentations for next day)

	Saturday 
May 23
	French
Sports
	Morning: Pétanque
Afternoon: Stade de France (guided visit)
	Presentations
Journal

	Sunday 
May 24
	                                                                     rest day

	Monday 
May 25
	                                                                      rest day
	Journal
(presentations for next day)

	Tuesday      
May 26
	French Music
	Morning: Musée Grévin 
Afternoon: Catacombs with audio guide
	Presentations
Comprehension quiz 
Grévin activity
(presentations for next day)

	Wednesday 
May 27
	Cultural Adaptation
	Montmartre with Dr. Knight
	Presentations
Canvas Discussion
Journal

	Thursday 
May 28

	Stereotypes
	Pack and Clean
Evening: Farewell Dinner
	Final paper

	Friday
May 29
	Students vacate rooms - Departure




* Assignments may change. Students will be notified if modifications are made. All are due on Canvas except for the presentations
