FREN 4900
Special Problems
Syllabus – Spring 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk155356007]Instructor : Dr. Laetitia Knight 
Pronouns: she/her/hers
Office: LANG 405 L
E-mail: laetitia.knight@unt.edu

Course Topic: French and Japanese influence on their respective culture.

Course Description: This independent study explores the cultural exchanges and mutual influences between France and Japan across various domains: visual arts, literature, music, culinary arts, cinema, anime, and popular culture. Student will investigate historical and contemporary interactions, analyze cultural hybridity, and present findings in French. The course emphasizes research, critical thinking, and advanced French language skills through oral communication.

Prerequisites: Completion of FREN 2050 (or equivalent) is required for this course.

Course objectives: Upon successful completion of this course the student should be able to:
· Identify key historical moments and cultural exchanges between France and Japan.
· Analyze the influence of French culture on Japanese society and vice versa in art, literature, music, cuisine, and media.
· Discuss cultural trends and their significance in French using appropriate vocabulary.
· Produce oral reports in French that synthesize research findings.
· Demonstrate advanced proficiency in French through presentations and discussions on complex cultural topics.

Materials : No required textbook. 

Communication expectations: If you have a question, please contact me via email (UNT email or through Canvas messages) and I will respond within 48 hours on weekdays (usually sooner). Please do not expect a response over the weekend or after 5 pm (CST). A forum will also be available on Canvas for general questions.

[bookmark: _Hlk155592679][bookmark: _Hlk155356359][bookmark: _Hlk155592591]Activities and Assessments: Dr. Knight will conduct regular meeting with the student who commit to being prepared for the discussion. The student will research information about the various topics and report back to the instructor. The student will receive a weekly grade that will be assigned holistically based on whether the work as been completed, the student attends the meeting, and the discussion is engaging and productive and the student presents their findings in a clear and concise manner using appropriate French language. At the end of the semester the student will submit a reflective essay based on what they learned during the course, highlighting key information and challenges.
[bookmark: _Hlk155592919]
[bookmark: _Late_Work]Grade Disputes: You are required to wait 24 hours before contacting me to dispute a grade. Within that time, I expect that you will review the assignment details and reflect on the quality of the work you turned in. If you would still like to meet, email me to set up a meeting (I cannot discuss grades over email). You should come to our scheduled meeting with specific examples that demonstrate that you earned a higher grade than you received. If you miss your scheduled meeting, you forfeit your right to a grade dispute. If you do not contact me to schedule a meeting within seven days of receiving your grade, you also forfeit your right to a grade dispute.

Succeed at UNT: UNT endeavors to offer you a high-quality education and to provide a supportive environment to help you learn and grow. As a faculty member, I am committed to helping you be successful as a student. Make sure you attend each and every class. If you experience difficulties, please come and see me in my office, I am here to help you find the support you need. To learn more about campus resources and information on how you can achieve success, go to http://succeed.unt.edu.

Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT): Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The student evaluation of instruction is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. The short SPOT survey will be made available later in the semester and you will receive an email from "UNT SPOT Course Evaluations via IASystem Notification" (no-reply@iasystem.org) with the survey link. Please look for the email in your UNT email inbox. Simply click on the link and complete your survey. Once you complete the survey you will receive a confirmation email that the survey has been submitted. For additional information, please visit the spot website at www.spot.unt.edu or email spot@unt.edu.

Overview of course content

	Week 1
	Syllabus
Student sets research plan and selects focus areas

	Week 2
	Historical overview: Japonisme, Meiji era, post-WWII cultural ties.

	Week 3
	French-themed shops and cafés in Japan.

	Week 4
	Music (I)
French classical influence on/in Japan.

	Week 5
	Music (II)
Japanese traditional and contemporary influence on/in France.

	Week 6
	Literature (I)
· French literary movements influencing Japan (Symbolism, Existentialism). 
· Key Japanese authors inspired by French literature.

	Week 7
	Literature (II)
· Japanese themes in French literature.

	Week 8
	Culinary arts
· French cuisine in Japan (pâtisseries, cafés). 
· Japanese cuisine in France (sushi, ramen culture).

	Spring break

	Week 9
	Cinema
· French cinema’s impact on Japanese directors. 
· Japanese cinema and anime in France.

	Week 10
	Anime 

	Week 11
	Anime
· Popularity and cultural significance in France. 
· French adaptations and fandom.

	Week 12
	Visual arts
· French Impressionism and Japanese aesthetics.
· Ukiyo-e influence on French artists.

	Week 13
	Fashion
· French haute couture in Japan. 
· Japanese street fashion in France.

	Week 14
	Cultural blending and identity 

	Week 15
	Reflection essay due during finals week.
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