FREN 3045/3210
The Francophone World
Syllabus – Spring 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk155356007]Instructor : Dr. Laetitia Knight 
Pronouns: she/her/hers (elle)
Office: LANG 405 L
Office hours: Monday 9-9:50 am in LANG 405 L
		Tuesday 11am-12 pm on Zoom (email to schedule first)
E-mail: laetitia.knight@unt.edu

Course structure: This 3-credit course meets in person on Tuesday and Thursday from 2 to 3:20 pm in LANG 201. Note that some of the class meetings may be replaced by online asynchronous work (see weekly schedule) or Zoom meetings.

Course description : Exploration of the diverse histories, cultures, and societies of the French-speaking world. This course presents a general introduction to selected Francophone countries and regions through a brief survey of various topics such as, but not limited to, geography and history, current social and political issues, religion, music, literature, cinema, arts, food, etc.

Prerequisites: Completion of FREN 2050 (or equivalent) is required for this course.

Course objectives:
· To acquire a general knowledge of the Francophone world, through the study of the various facets pertaining to pertinent regions and countries. 
· To develop a good understanding of the cultural diversity and the value systems through a brief survey of their history as well as current social and political issues of these countries and regions. 
· To improve language skills in French (reading, writing, listening, speaking).

This course fulfills the CLASS requirement for Diversity and Global Issues. At the end of this course, students should be able to:
1. Identify the origins, influences, and limits of one’s own cultural heritage. 
2. Demonstrate the ability to learn from and empathize with perspectives and experiences different from one’s own. 
3. Show an understanding of the interrelationships of the self, local society, and global environments. 
4. Describe the impacts of complex, worldwide systems. 
5. Explain the reasoning for one’s ethical responsibilities within worldwide systems.

Communication expectations: If you have a question, please contact me via email (UNT email or through Canvas messages) and I will respond within 48 hours on weekdays (usually sooner). Please do not expect a response over the weekend or after 5 pm (CST). A forum will also be available on Canvas for general questions.

[bookmark: _Hlk155592679]Activities and Assessments
	Attendance & Participation
	10%

	Activities
	30%

	Presentations
	30%

	Exams
	30%




[bookmark: _Hlk155356359]Attendance & Participation: Class attendance is mandatory.
[bookmark: _Hlk155592535]Research has shown that students who attend class are more likely to be successful. You should attend every class unless you have a university excused absence such as active military service, a religious holy day, or an official university function as stated in the Student Attendance and Authorized Absences Policy (https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-039). 
[bookmark: _Hlk155592591]Missing class meetings—or part(s) of class (repeatedly arriving late/leaving earlier)—will result in loss of points in the attendance category. This grade will be generated through the Canvas attendance feature (Note that tardiness or leaving class early will be marked as “late”). Additionally, students must come to class prepared and willing to participate in order to be counted as in attendance. Students may be marked as absent if they are present in class BUT:
· fail/refuse to engaged with the material, instructor or classmates
· speak (too much) English in class
· do not have their material (textbook, notebook, writing instruments)
· do not pay attention (are on their phone, sleeping, distracted, etc.)
· have a negative, uncooperative attitude in class.
A comment will be added to Canvas if this situation arises.

Authorized absences as listed in the UNT policies will be excused and will not affect students grade as long as students contact the instructor with appropriate documentation.

Activities (homework or in-class): Students will be asked to complete certain tasks at home or during class (including but not limited to, watching videos, reading articles, completing activities, preparing questions, etc.). Homework may be assigned on Canvas, in the textbook or in class. Completion will be checked on Canvas or in class.

Presentations: Students will be assigned a specific Francophone area in the world and will be responsible for presenting information about that area in French to the class at the designated time. Each presentation is about 5-10 minutes. More details will be provided on Canvas.

Exams: There will be a total of three exams throughout the semester, focusing on different areas of the Francophone World. Exams will be administered on Canvas and students will be given a 4-day submission window. For that reason, no late work will be accepted. 

[bookmark: _Hlk155592919]Grading Policies

Deadlines: Deadlines will be posted in Canvas and in the syllabus. Any changes will be communicated via Canvas announcements and new dates will be reflected in the activity/assessment deadline on Canvas. The University is committed to providing a reliable online course system to all users. However, in the event of any unexpected server outage or any unusual technical difficulty which prevents students from completing a time sensitive assessment activity, the instructor will extend the time windows and provide an appropriate accommodation based on the situation. Students should immediately report any problems to the instructor and contact the UNT Student Help Desk: helpdesk@unt.edu or 940.565.2324 and obtain a ticket number. The instructor and the UNT Student Help Desk will work with the student to resolve any issues at the earliest possible time.
[bookmark: _Late_Work]
Grade Disputes: You are required to wait 24 hours before contacting me to dispute a grade. Within that time, I expect that you will review the assignment details and reflect on the quality of the work you turned in. If you would still like to meet, email me to set up a meeting (I cannot discuss grades over email). You should come to our scheduled meeting with specific examples that demonstrate that you earned a higher grade than you received. If you miss your scheduled meeting, you forfeit your right to a grade dispute. If you do not contact me to schedule a meeting within seven days of receiving your grade, you also forfeit your right to a grade dispute.

Succeed at UNT: UNT endeavors to offer you a high-quality education and to provide a supportive environment to help you learn and grow. As a faculty member, I am committed to helping you be successful as a student. Make sure you attend each and every class. If you experience difficulties, please come and see me in my office, I am here to help you find the support you need. To learn more about campus resources and information on how you can achieve success, go to http://succeed.unt.edu.

Students with learning disabilities:  Per UNT Policy 16.001, every UNT course syllabus must have the following syllabus statement provided on the ODA website:

“The University of North Texas makes reasonable accommodation for students with disabilities. Students needing a reasonable academic accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the student will request their letter of accommodation. ODA will provide faculty with a reasonable accommodation letter via email to begin a private discussion regarding a student’s specific needs in a course. Students may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to meet with faculty regarding their accommodations during office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website.”

Acceptable student behavior: “Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-012”

Academic misconduct: In accordance with university policy 18.1.16, the Department of World Languages, Literatures and Cultures fully supports and enforces all policies regarding academic misconduct (cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, etc.). For detailed descriptions and information covered by this policy please go to: http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf.
It is YOUR responsibility to understand what cheating, plagiarism and fabrication entail and to contact your instructor if you have questions about what constitutes academic misconducts. Please be certain that all the work you submit for this course is your own. Use of online translators is prohibited and considered cheating. Seeking external help for any graded assignments is cheating. Copying whole or parts of any external resources (textbooks, books, websites or another students’ work) without proper citation is plagiarism.

Student Support Resources:

CARE Team: The mission of the CARE Team is to
· Assist in protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the UNT community.
· Support student, staff, and faculty success.
· Provide a comprehensive response to students, staff, and faculty whose behavior could be harmful to themselves or others.

The CARE Team is one of several resources available to the campus community to address these concerns. To refer a student to the CARE Team, please go to report.unt.edu. After submitting a report, a UNT staff member will reach out to the student within the next business day. A crisis or emergency involving a UNT student should be reported to the UNT Police Department by calling 911 or 940-565-3003. If you ever have any questions or concerns, contact the Dean of Students Office at deanofstudents@unt.edu or by calling 940-565-2648.
You can find additional Student Support Resources under Quick Links on the Dean of Students website.
UNT Policies related to student affairs can be found here: https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/dean-of-students/policies/

Students’ Concerns and Complaints: Open communication is key to resolving concerns. Most issues or misunderstandings can be addressed effectively when those directly involved engage in honest discussion.

If you have a concern related to your course, whether about materials, instruction, assessments, or the classroom environment, please begin by speaking with your instructor. If the matter remains unresolved, or if you are uncomfortable approaching your instructor, you may contact the WLLC department.

To learn more about the complaint procedure or to file a formal complaint, you can access the document WLLC COURSE COMPLAINT PROCEDURE FOR STUDENTS on the departmental website: https://class.unt.edu/world-languages-literatures-cultures/resources/studentcomplaint.pdf

When emailing the department, be sure to include:
· Your first and last name
· Your instructor’s name
· Your course title and section number
Thank you for helping us to maintain a supportive learning environment.

Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT): Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The student evaluation of instruction is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. The short SPOT survey will be made available later in the semester and you will receive an email from "UNT SPOT Course Evaluations via IASystem Notification" (no-reply@iasystem.org) with the survey link. Please look for the email in your UNT email inbox. Simply click on the link and complete your survey. Once you complete the survey you will receive a confirmation email that the survey has been submitted. For additional information, please visit the spot website at www.spot.unt.edu or email spot@unt.edu.

Important dates and withdrawal/drop information
https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-registration-guide


WEEKLY SCHEDULE *

CHECK CANVAS FOR ALL ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS DEADLINE

	Week
	Topic

	Week 1 
Jan 13-15
	Présentation du cours.  
La Francophonie- Le système francophone

	Week 2
Jan 20-22
	L’Europe : Intro
Exploration : Belgique, Luxembourg, Suisse

	Week 3
Jan 27-29
	Les pays arabes : Intro
Exploration : Maroc, Algérie, Mauritanie

	Week 4
Feb  3-5
	Exploration : Tunisie, Egypte, Liban, Syrie

	Week 5
Feb 10-12
	L’Asie du Sud-Est : Intro Exploration : Cambodge, Laos, Vietnam

	Exam 1

	Week 6
Feb 17-19
	L’Afrique de l’Ouest : Intro
Exploration : Benin, Burkina Faso, Guinée, Cote d’Ivoire

	Week 7
Feb 24-26
	Exploration : Mali, Niger, Senegal, Togo
L’Afrique Centrale : Intro

	Week 8
Mar 3-5
	Exploration : Cameroun, République Centrafricaine, Tchad, Gabon, Congo
L’Afrique des Grands Lacs : Intro

	SPRING BREAK

	Week 9
Mar 17-19
	Exploration : Burundi, Rwanda, République Démocratique du Congo
L’Océan Indien : Intro

	Week 10
Mar 24-26
	Exploration : Comores, Madagascar, Ile Maurice, Mayotte, Réunion, Seychelles

	Exam 2

	Week 11
Mar 31-Apr 2
	L’Océan Pacifique : Intro
Exploration : Nouvelle-Caledonie, Wallis-et-Futuna, Vanuatu, Polynesie Francaise

	Week 12
Apr 7-9
	Les Caraibes :Intro
Exploration : Martinique, Guadeloupe, Haiti, Guyane Francaise Saint-Martin Saint-Barthelemy, Saint-Pierre et Miquelon

	Week 13
Apr 14-16
	L’Amérique du Nord : Intro
Exploration : Acadie, Québec, Nouveau-Brunswick et autres territoires francophones au Canada

	Week 14
Apr 21-23
	Poster presentations

	Week 15
Apr 28-30
	Exploration : Louisiane, Nouvelle-Angleterre

	Finals Week
	Exam 3



* The instructor reserves the right to change this schedule. students will be notified of any modifications via Canvas.
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