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	ASLP 4040- Introduction to Language Disorders
Course Syllabus Summer 2025
Department of Audiology and Speech Language Pathology
University of North Texas
College of Health and Public Service






Instructor Contact

Lauren Mathews, M.S., CCC-SLP (she/her)
Clinical Professor
Department of Audiology and Speech Language Pathology 
Lauren.Mathews@unt.edu 


Teaching Assistant

Nicole Ebel (she/her)
NicoleEbel@my.unt.edu


Course Description 

This course will cover the nature, causes and characteristics of language disorders in children and adults. Principles of evaluation and remediation of language problems also will be presented.


Pre-Requisites

ASLP 3035: Language Development. If you are a leveling student and have not taken ASLP 3035, please contact me at the beginning of the semester. 

-It is also recommended that you have taken ASLP 3010 Clinical Methods I but is not a requirement. 

Course Objectives

At the conclusion of this course, it is anticipated students will be able to identify, differentiate and apply their knowledge in the following three areas:

1. Nature of Language Impairment: Students will describe the characteristics and functional impact of language disorders across the lifespan.  Students also will examine how patient and family characteristics affects language to differentiate a language difference from a language disorder.  
 2. Assessment of Language Disorders: Students will be able to plan basic assessments for language disorders based on contemporary issues in the assessment of language disorders.  In addition, students will be able to apply various methods used to evaluate language skills across the lifespan.
 3. Treatment of Language Disorders: Students will describe and apply the basic methods used to treat language disorders across the lifespan. Students will identify the different models of clinical service delivery as well as guidelines for evidence-based practice.

Textbook

There is not a textbook for this class. All content will be contained within the PowerPoints and videos. 

Attendance Policy 
Students are expected to complete all self-study work and turn in assignments on time.  Please contact Mrs. Mathews if an exception is needed.
Course Expectations

     The time commitment for this course is no different than an in-person summer course. Since the content is condensed into 5 weeks, you should expect to spend 5-6 hours a week taking notes and interacting with the PowerPoint presentation.  In addition, workload on graded activities, discussions and video observations will differ from week to week, but on average, you should expect to spend at least 5 hours a week working on assignments and discussions. If you cannot commit to this amount of time, then you might consider taking it another semester. 
The purpose of this course is for you to learn about language disorders and begin to learn how to assess and treat them. There will be no tests or quizzes in this course. The graded activities and videos are there to help you really learn/think about the information and/or apply it. This course is a work in progress, so please give me real time feedback on any of the components. 

How to best learn the information: 
· Print PowerPoint or be able to take notes electronically.
· Listen to the PowerPoint video with audio and take notes.  You will need to pause the video to take notes and watch posted associated videos. If you miss information, you can always rewind the video and listen again. If you are still confused, please reach out to Mrs. Mathews or her TA!
· Complete the assignments and observations.
All grades will be posted under the "grades" tab and grades will be inputted as soon as possible. You are responsible for checking your grades and report any discrepancy within 5 DAYS after the grade has been posted or it will be understood you agree with your grade. Simply email the TA so that the situation can be addressed. Mistakes may happen on our part, so please email us if you see something.
Video observations for this course are mandatory. These will be very helpful in obtaining your 25 observation hours (for graduate school or SLPA license) and it will help you see more examples of language assessment and intervention. You will be required to post observations hours in Calipso (directions for purchasing are below if you do not already have an account) if you want Mrs. Mathews to sign-off. 

Grading

Course Grading: Your grade is determined by the total number of points you have earned during the semester divided by the total number of possible points (400).  Course grades will be based on the cumulative points from:

15 Chapter Quizzes:		120 pts
12 Graded Activities:  		350 pts.
6 Observation Reflections: 	30 pts.
Total number of points is 500

	Letter Grade
	Point Scale

	A
	450-500

	B
	400-449

	C
	350-399

	D
	300-349

	F
	0-299




· Throughout the semester keep track of number of points you have missed.
· [bookmark: _Hlk534471124]Grades will be posted on Canvas grade center.  When you do not complete an assignment, a grade of 0 will be entered. This will serve as your notification that no assignment has been received and you should take action if this is an error.  You are responsible for checking your grades and report any discrepancy within 5 DAYS after grade has been posted or it will be understood you are in agreement with your grade. Simply email the TA so that the situation can be addressed. Mistakes may happen on our part, so please contact the TA!


Course Components

All modules will contain an Overview and Materials section.  The other course components will vary per module:

1. Graded Activities: 10 graded activities- total of 350 points

These activities are in the Modules section.  These are for the student to show understanding of content or exhibit mastery of a clinical skill.  

	Activity #
	Activity
	Module #
	Points
	Due Date

	1
	Content, Form, Use Worksheet
	Module 1
	20
	5/25

	2
	Emergent Literacy Project
	Module 1
	40
	5/25

	3
	Special Populations Worksheet
	Module 1
	20
	5/25

	4
	Morpheme Analysis Project
	Module 2
	65
	6/1

	5
	Learning Disabilities Worksheet
	Module 3
	20
	6/8

	6
	Narrative Analysis Project
	Module 3
	40
	6/8

	7
	Childhood Disorders Worksheet
	Module 4
	20
	6/15

	8
	Adult Disorders Worksheet
	Module 5
	20
	6/19

	9
	Memory Project
	Module 5
	40
	6/19

	10
	Final Exam
	Module 5
	65
	6/19




2. Chapter Quizzes: 15 quizzes- total of 120 points

Quizzes are over the 15 chapters covered in this course.  Quizzes are via Canvas and are open-note.  You will have 45 minutes to answer 16 questions over each chapter.  Please note some modules cover two chapters and have 1-3 quizzes.  8 points per quiz.

	Quiz Chapter
	Module #
	Points
	Due Date

	Ch. 1
	Module 1
	8
	5/25

	Ch. 2
	Module 1
	8
	5/25

	Ch. 3
	Module 1
	8
	5/25

	Ch. 4
	Module 2
	8
	6/1

	Ch. 5
	Module 2
	8
	6/1

	Ch. 6
	Module 2
	8
	6/1

	Ch. 7
	Module 3
	8
	6/8

	Ch. 8
	Module 3
	8
	6/8

	Ch. 9 & Narratives
	Module 3
	8
	6/8

	Ch.10
	Module 4
	8
	6/15

	Ch. 12
	Module 4
	8
	6/15

	Ch.13
	Module 4
	8
	6/15

	Ch.11
	Module 5
	8
	6/19

	Ch.14
	Module 5
	8
	6/19

	Ch.15
	Module 5
	8
	6/19



3. Video Observation Hours: 6 observations - total of 30 points 

Students will earn observation hours via Master Clinician that will count toward the total of 25 hours needed for graduate school or SLP-A license.  To receive credit for Master Clinician hours and receive the observation points towards your grade, the student will need to register with Master Clinician and pay the annual fee.  Master Clinician videos are often used in other ASLP classes such as Clinical Methods I and Clinical Methods II and Speech Sound Disorders.  To register, the student will go to masterclinician.org and sign up.

To obtain observation hours, the student must:
1.) Watch the video in full and complete questions based on the video and prompts.  The discussion question(s) will be posted in the module in which the observation video is assigned.
2.) Keep a record of all observation hours and enter all hours in Calipso at the end of the semester.  If you do not have a Calipso account, contact the TA immediately.  At the end of the semester, hours will be verified to ensure a Discussion Post was completed for all hours and all hours are posted correctly in Calipso.  Mrs. Mathews will then sign off on the hours in Calipso and they will be a part of your permanent observation record. 

Observation Schedule:
	Module
	Video
	Time
	Points
	Due Date

	Module 2
	Video Obs. Of Andrew
	60 min.
	5
	6/1

	Module 3
	Video Obs. Of Matthew
	40 min
	5
	6/8

	Module 3
	Video Obs. Of Christian (sess. 1)
	41 min
	5
	6/8

	Module 4
	Video Obs. Of Mia
	40 min
	5
	6/15

	Module 5
	Video Obs. Of Carol
	33 min
	5
	6/19

	Module 5
	Video Obs. Of Rebecca
	45 min
	5
	6/19

	
	
	Total time: 240 min
(4 hours) 
	
	






Technical Support 

Part of working in the online environment involves dealing with the inconveniences and frustration that can arise when technology breaks down or does not perform as expected. Here at UNT we have a Student Help Desk that you can contact for help with Canvas or other technology issues:
Phone: 940-565-2324
Email: helpdesk@unt.edu
Technical Skill Requirements
Minimum technology skills for successful completion of this course include:
· Sending and receiving email
· Creating, sending, and receiving Microsoft Word documents
· Posting to discussion boards
· Printing Word documents OR opening and printing pdf files
· Navigate Canvas
Netiquette

Please follow Albion’s “Core Rules of Netiquette”: 
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html. 
· Rule 1: Remember the Human
· Rule 2: Adhere to the same standards of behavior online that you follow in real life
· Rule 3: Know where you are in cyberspace
· Rule 4: Respect other people's time and bandwidth
· Rule 5: Make yourself look good online
· Rule 6: Share expert knowledge
· Rule 7: Help keep flame wars under control
· Rule 8: Respect other people's privacy
· Rule 9: Don't abuse your power
· Rule 10: Be forgiving of other people's mistakes

Policies and Procedures

As members of the UNT community, we have all made a commitment to be part of an institution that respects and values the identities of the students and employees with whom we interact. UNT does not tolerate identity-based discrimination, harassment, and retaliation.



Attendance Policy

Students are expected to complete all assigned course activities. If you cannot complete the work within the specified time, please email me before the activity is due.  I am often accommodating on requests if the student contacts be proactively. 

Statement on Class Recordings:

Class recordings are the intellectual property of the university or instructor and are reserved for use only by students in this class and only for educational purposes. Students may not post or otherwise share the recordings outside the class, or outside the Canvas Learning Management System, in any form. Failing to follow this restriction is a violation of the UNT Code of Student Conduct and could lead to disciplinary action.

Academic Integrity Policy

Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may 
result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University. 

ADA Policy

UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time; however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website (https://disability.unt.edu/).

Emergency Notification & Procedures

UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials.



Course Calendar

	Module
	Due This Week
	Points
	Date Due

	Module 1:
5/19 – 5/25
	Activity #1: Content, Form, Use Worksheet
Activity #2: Emergent Literacy Activity
Activity #3: Special Populations Worksheet
Quiz Ch. 1
Quiz Ch. 2
Quiz Ch. 3


	20

40

20

  8
  8
  8

(104 pts)
	SUNDAY
5/25 @11:59pm

	Module 2:
5/26 – 6/1

	Activity #4: Morpheme Analysis Project
Video Observation #1: Andrew 
Quiz Ch. 4
Quiz Ch. 5
Quiz Ch. 6
	65

  5
  8
  8
  8

(94 pts)
	SUNDAY
6/1
@11:59pm

	Module 3:
6/2 – 6/8
	Activity #5: Learning Disabilities Worksheet
Activity #6: Narrative Analysis Project
Video Observation #2: Matthew
Video Observation #3: Christian Sess. 1
Quiz Ch. 7
Quiz Ch. 8
Quiz Ch. 9
	20

40

  5

  5

  8
  8
  8

(94 pts)
	SUNDAY
6/8
@11:59pm

	Module 4:
6/9 – 6/15
	Activity #7: Child Disorders
Video Observation #4: Mia
Quiz Ch. 10
Quiz Ch. 12
Quiz Ch. 13

	20
  5
  8
  8
  8

(49 pts)
	SUNDAY
6/15
@11:59pm

	Module 5:
6/16 – 6/19

	Activity #8: Adult Disorders
Activity #9: Memory Project
Video Observation #5: Carol
Video Observation #6: Rebecca
Quiz Ch. 11
Quiz Ch. 14
Quiz Ch. 15

Activity #10: Final Exam
	20
35
  5
  5

  8
  8
  8
65

(154 pts)
	THURSDAY 6/19
@11:59pm





You made it- Have a great rest of your summer! 
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