Luwis A. Mhlanga, Ph.D.
Phone: (940) 765-5212
Email: Luwis.Mhlanga@unt.edu

EDUCATION
Ph.D. in Educational Leadership
Northwest Nazarene University | May 2017
M.Ed. in Higher Education
University of North Texas | December 2013
M.S. in Hospitality Management
University of North Texas | December 2004
B.S. in Hotel & Restaurant Management
University of Houston | May 2002
A.A.S. in Hotel Management
Del Mar College | December 1998
BTEC Level 3 & 4 (Culinary Arts Management)
Hotel Career Center-Bournemouth UK | May 1993

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE
Senior Lecturer
University of North Texas, School of Merchandising & Hospitality Management
September 2020 – Present
Lecturer
University of North Texas, College of Merchandising, Hospitality & Tourism
August 2011 – August 2020
Lead Instructor
Wiley College, Marshall, Texas
August 2007 – May 2011
Teaching Fellow & Teaching Assistant
University of North Texas, College of Merchandising, Hospitality & Tourism
August 2003 – June 2007

TEACHING EXPERTISE
Core Curriculum Areas
· Restaurant Operations (I & II)
· Professional Food Preparation
· Hospitality Industry Orientation
· Managing Diverse Workforce
· Hospitality Accounting & Cost Controls
Specialized Areas
· International Tourism
· Sales and Marketing
· Hospitality Law
· Facilities Management
· Beverage Management
· Introduction to Event Management
Key Achievements & Leadership
· Developed and implemented comprehensive curriculum for Restaurant Operations II
· Founded and oversee the Mean Green Culinary Club
· Secured Connect Learning Grant ($1,400) for innovative curriculum development
· Advised National Society for Minorities in Hospitality
· Led high school outreach initiatives and marketing efforts for undergraduate programs
· Successfully stabilized and increased program enrollment at Wiley College
· Served on College Undergraduate Committee and University Undergraduate Curriculum Committee

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Shift Manager
QuickTrip - DFW
May 2023 – August 2024
Banquet Cook
Texas Motor Speedway - Levy Restaurant
October 2002 – December 2003
Summer Intern
Tanglewood Resort - Pottsboro, TX
May 2002 – September 2002
Banquet Captain
Jackson & Company Catering - Houston, TX
August 2000 – April 2002
Culinary Intern
Walt Disney World Resort, Orlando, FL
Disney's BoardWalk – Flying Fish & Room Service
January 1999 – December 1999
Houseman and Banquet Captain
Omni Corpus Christi Hotel
March 1998 – December 1998
Breakfast Cook
The Salvation Army – Corpus Christi, TX
September 1997 – February 1998
Additional Restaurant Management Experience
· Shift Manager positions at McDonald's and Sonic Drive-In (Corpus Christi, TX)
· International experience at Coriander Restaurant and Royal Bath Hotel (UK)

LEADERSHIP & SERVICE
University Service
College Retention and Recruitment Committee
2022 -Present
College Undergraduate Committee
2023 – Present
Committee Member, Status of Faculty of Color
2021 – 2024
Committee Member, Community Lecturer Series Committee
2020 – 2022
University Undergraduate Curriculum Committee
2018 – 2021
College Undergraduate Committee
2011 – 2021
Community Engagement
Chairperson
United Church of Christ Helping Hands USA
2010 – Present
Dallas Arboretum Catering Subcommittee Member
2020 – 2022
ProStart Culinary Judge
National Restaurant Association Educational Competition | 2022 - 2026
Texas Restaurant Show Department Representative
2019, 2022

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Generative AI Institute for Teaching - DSI-CLEAR
University of North Texas | Spring 2025
Chicago Study Tour
National Restaurant Association Show | 2023
ACF National Convention
American Culinary Federation, Las Vegas | 2022
Team-Based Learning Workshop
University of North Texas | 2019
Don A. Buchholz Lecture on Educational Equity 
University of North Texas | 2017

