PSYC 4640.001  PHYSIOLOGICAL PSYCHOLOGY

Room A106 Life TR 2:20-3:40PM
DR. KELLY  565-2671 (Department)   
Office #347 Terrill Hall
Kimberly.Kelly@unt.edu  (always use this email address to reach me – DO NOT use Canvas)
OFFICE HRS: Mondays 1:00-3:00PM or by appointment


REQUIRED TEXT: KALAT.  BIOLOGICAL PSYCHOLOGY, 14th EDITION. 
Description: The course offers an overview of physiological psychology and is designed to prepare students for graduate school. The anatomy and physiology of the CNS will be discussed, as will specific topics including (but not limited to) neurochemistry, neuropharmacolocy, the physiology of stress/psychoneuroimmunology, memory, and the biological basis of psychological disorders. 
Objectives: Students will have a broader understanding of psychology as a science and the physiological mechanisms of behavior and be better prepared for graduate school.

Aug. 18 - Introduction

Aug. 20 - Chapter 1- Cells of the nervous system; the nerve impulse

Aug. 25 – the nerve impulse cont.
                           
Aug.  27 – Chapter 2 - Synapses

Sept. 1 – Chapter 14 - Drugs and behavior 

Sept. 3 – drugs and behavior cont.

Sept. 8 - Exam 1

Sept. 10 -- Chapter 3 - CNS and cortical neuroanatomy

Sept. 15 -- Methodology

Sept. 17 – Chapter 4 – Brain development 

Sept. 22 – recovery from damage

Sept. 24 – finish up and review 

Sept. 29 – Exam 2

Oct. 1 - Chapter 5 – Visual coding and receptors

Oct. 6 - vision cont. 

Oct. 8 - Chapter 6 – Nonvisual sensory systems  

Oct.  13 – nonvisual sensory systems cont.

Oct. 15 - Chapter 8 – Wakefulness and sleep

Oct. 20 – sleep cont.
                                         
Oct. 22 – Chapter 9 Temp., thirst and hunger

Oct. 27 – finish up and review	


     Oct. 29 – Exam 3

     Nov. 3 – Chapter 10 – Hormones, sexual development/orientation	     

     Nov. 5 – Chapter 11 - Stress and emotional behaviors	     

     Nov. 10 – Chapter 12 – Learning and memory; information storage 	     

     Nov. 12 – learning and memory cont.; Chapter 13 – Lateralization and language              
                        
     Nov. 17 – Chapter 14 - Mood disorders

     Nov. 19 - mood disorders cont.            

     Nov. 24, 26 Thanksgiving
   
     Dec. 1 – finish and review

     Dec. 3 – Exam 4 

THERE IS NO FINAL EXAM IN THIS CLASS
 


      
The “Files” section on Canvas will have a WORDLIST for each section (1-4). In addition, other files will be made available throughout the semester. It is up to the student to be sure and check daily for any new information.

THERE WILL BE FOUR EXAMS, EACH GRADED ON A PERCENTAGE BASIS.  EXAMS
WILL CONSIST OF MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS WITH OTHER QUESTION TYPES POSSIBLE. THERE WILL ALSO BE SIX HOMEWORKS THROUGHOUT THE SEMESTER – DATES TBD. YOU WILL HAVE A WEEK TO COMPLETE EACH ONE, AND DUE DATES WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN CLASS. HOMEWORKS MUST BE UPLOADED TO CANVAS - LATE HOMEWORKS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS. EACH WILL BE WORTH 20 POINTS, AND YOUR TOP 5 of the 6 HOMEWORK TOTALS WILL BE COMBINED FOR A FIFTH EXAM GRADE [IF YOU MISS A HOMEWORK, THAT SCORE IS THE ONE YOU DROP]. YOUR FINAL GRADE WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE NUMBER OF TOTAL POINTS ACCUMULATED DIVIDED BY THE TOTAL NUMBER OF POINTS POSSIBLE (500). 100%-90%=A, 89%-80%=B, etc.

· CHEATING ON AN EXAM WILL RESULT IN EXPULSION FROM THE CLASS FOR THE SEMESTER AND A GRADE OF “F”.
· Attendance is not required; however, the student is responsible for all materials discussed in class and is strongly encouraged to attend and record the lectures.
· TWENTY-FOUR HOUR NOTICE IS REQUIRED IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO MAKE AN EXAM DATE. ALL MAKE-UP EXAMS ARE SHORT ANSWER/ESSAY EXAMS, AND WILL ONLY BE GIVEN TO THOSE WITH ACCEPTABLE, DOCUMENTED EXCUSES. MAKE-UPS MUST OCCUR WITHIN ONE WEEK OF A MISSED EXAM.
· A GRADE OF “I” WILL ONLY BE GIVEN UNDER EXTREME, UNIQUE CIRCUMSTANCES. IF A GRADE OF “I” IS ASSIGNED, THE STUDENT HAS 1 YEAR TO COMPLETE THE COURSE FOR A GRADE, OR THE “I” WILL CONVERT TO AN “F”.

Class time is from 2:20-3:40PM.  Please plan accordingly - get a drink, go to the restroom, etc. BEFORE class begins. Please do not walk in/out of class during lecture – to do so is disruptive and hinders class learning. Cell phones must be silenced during class. 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student.  For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.
 

This syllabus does not constitute a contract, and course plans will likely be modified during the semester. Exam dates are nothing more than an estimate.
