MDSE 4001 New York Study Tour
Merchandising and Digital Retailing
University of North Texas
Summer Maymester 2024

Course Description: Experience fashion and home furnishings industries through visits to
manufacturing facilities, retail establishments, museums, historical structures,
and industry support organizations.

Course Instructor
Dr. Kelcie Slaton
Email: kelcie.slaton@unt.edu
Office: Chilton 342D
Office hours available by appointment

Course Location and Dates
New York City, NY: May 12, 2024-May 18-2024
Chilton Hall: May 21, 2024-May 23, 2024
Online: May 27, 2024-May 30, 2024

Course Objectives
1. Identify current merchandising trends in the fashion and home furnishings industries.
2. Determine career opportunities in the fashion and home furnishings merchandising industries.
3. Outline the development of fashion and home furnishings market centers.
4. Relate cultural influences as sources of inspiration for products in the fashion and home furnishings industries.
5. Organize materials and information from fashion and home furnishings market centers into a resource guide.
6. Assess merchandising practices of various apparel and home furnishings retail store formats.

Assignments
Assignments will be submitted online via Canvas. Please be responsible and give yourself plenty of time to upload your assignment. It is strongly recommended that students submit the assignment early. Late assignments are downgraded 10% by calendar day. See detailed assignments and guidelines on Canvas.

	Assignment
	Due Date
	Points

	Emergency Contact Information
	May 13, 2024
	5

	Appointments #1-#7
	N/A
	140

	NYC Activities (3)
	N/A
	30

	Madison/5th Avenue Window Display Assignment
	May 20, 2024
	100

	Appointment Summaries Assignment
	May 24, 2024
	100

	MET Assignment
	May 20, 2024
	20

	New York City Cultural Presentation
	Varies
	50

	New York City Fashion Presentation
	Varies
	50

	Attendance for Week 2
	N/A
	30

	Retailer Analysis Research Project and Presentation
	May 29, 2024
	150

	Total Points
	675



Attendance and Participation in New York City: Punctuality, alertness, and participation in discussion will influence the grade received. Ten points will be deducted for each tardy. Your final grade will be docked one letter grade for missing any scheduled meeting. Students must be alert during scheduled sessions and be prepared to ask insightful and meaningful questions to the presenters. Take some time looking at your itinerary and research the companies you will be visiting and try to develop questions ahead of time. If you are falling asleep or otherwise not paying attention, points will be deducted.

Professionalism: Students are expected to always conduct themselves as professionals. Please dress business professional for all appointments. Any conduct that will bring embarrassment to CMHT or the university will not be tolerated whether during organized activities or free time. If a student’s behavior is inappropriate or illegal, the instructor reserves the right to send the student home immediately at the expense of the student. In this case, the student will receive an “F” for the course and their conduct will be reported to the Dean of Student’s Office. You are encouraged to have a good time while in New York, however, remember that our main purpose in New York Study Tour is to learn.

Detailed Schedule
	Sunday, May 12th: Travel Day and Welcome

	3:00PM
	Hotel Check In

	6:00PM
	Welcome Meeting 

	Monday, May 13th: Appointments and Food Tour

	
	Meet in the lobby to depart to Appointment #1

	10:00AM
	Appointment #1: The Citizenry

	12:00PM
	Lunch on your own

	2:45PM
	Meet in lobby to depart for the Food Tour 

	3:30PM
	Food Tour: Private Secret Food Tours NYC – Greenwich Village

	
	Enjoy the rest of the day!

	Tuesday, May 14th: Appointment and Broadway Show

	9:30AM
	Meet in the lobby to depart to Appointment #2

	10:00AM
	Appointment #2: Bergdorf Goodman

	11:30AM
	Lunch on your own

	12:30PM
	Meet in the lobby to depart to Appointment #3

	1:00PM
	Appointment #3: Doneger Tobe

	5:00PM
	Dinner on your own

	6:15PM
	Meet in the lobby to depart to the Broadway Show

	7:00PM
	Broadway Show: Aladdin

	Wednesday, May 15th: Appointments

	8:30AM
	Meet in the lobby to depart to Appointment #4

	9:00AM
	Appointment #4: Louis Vuitton 

	12:00PM
	Lunch on your own

	1:30PM
	Meet in the lobby to depart to Appointment #5

	2:00PM
	Appointment #5: Adrianna Papell  

	
	Enjoy the rest of the day!

	Thursday, May 16th: Appointments

	
	Meet in the lobby to depart to Appointment #6

	10:30AM
	Appointment #6: Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT) 

	12:00PM
	Lunch on your own

	
	Meet in the lobby to depart to Appointment #7

	2:30PM
	Appointment #7: Material Connexion

	
	Enjoy the rest of the day!

	Friday, May 17th: MET Tour

	9:45AM
	Meet in the lobby to depart to the MET

	10:30AM
	The Metropolitan Museum of Art

	1:00PM
	Use own time to work on the following if you have not yet:
Madison/5th Avenue Window Display Tour/Assignment
NYC Culture and Fashion Assignments
Retailer Analysis Research Assignment
See Canvas for details on these assignments

	
	Enjoy the rest of the day!

	Saturday, May 18th: Travel Day

	12:00PM
	Hotel Check Out

	Tuesday, May 21st: Class Day #1

	12:00PM
	NYC Cultural Presentations

	Wednesday, May 22nd: Class Day #2

	12:00PM
	NYC Cultural Presentations and NYC Fashion Presentations

	Thursday, May 23rd: Class Day #3

	12:00PM
	NYC Fashion Presentations





