Final 2/3/2026
Spring 2026 Syllabus
SOCI 3996-351 (14951) / 1 Credit
Honors College Mentored Research
(Also URF Program)

Faculty Mentor:			Dr. Karen Monique Gregg
					Karen.Gregg@UNT.edu
Student / Researcher:		Nate Quist
					NateQuist@my.unt.edu
Meet with Dr. Gregg:	1/27 (snow day), 2/3, 2/17, 3/3, 3/24 (Scholars Day), 4/7 (Last Meeting)
Time:					11:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
Place:					Dr. Gregg’s Office in Sycamore Hall 288V[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Meetings will not be held over Zoom. All meetings will be face-to-face in order to workshop the paper and presentation as it progresses. ] 

Explanation of Work
In the Spring 2025 semester Nate Quist met with Dr. Gregg throughout the semester to discuss his Undergraduate Research Fellow proposal for research. Dr. Gregg agreed to mentor him if he was selected for the URF program.  He applied for the URF program at UNT and was selected based on his proposal to study the intersection of racial bias, public perception, and media portrayal of Black athletes in the United States. (See attached Research Proposal for more detail.) After working with Dr. Gregg in the Fall 2025 semester, he wrote a research paper entitled, Get that Thug Off the Field: The Influence of Media Framing and How it Negatively Impacts Black Male College Athletes. In the Spring 2026 semester, he will continue to work with Dr. Gregg to create a poster and oral presentation of his work at UNT Scholars Day (March 24th 2026). 
Tentative Schedule
Fall 2025 semester: Nate Quist met with Dr. Gregg as his Faculty Mentor bi-weekly to create a paper based on his topic of interest.

Spring 2026: Nate will determine whether he will enter the competition. Nate will create a poster and/or oral presentation of his research to be presented at UNT Scholar’s Day Conference on Tuesday, March 24th held from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Nate will complete the application process online sometime before midnight on February 20th  and February 27th. 

Below is a tentative schedule with goals that should be achieved by Nate Quist by the embedded dates. Nate should come to meetings ready to discuss progress on each of the goals listed below. In the event he cannot make a meeting date and time, he is required to let Dr. Gregg know 24-hours in advance of missing the meeting and attempt to reschedule at a later and mutually agreeable time. 

	Date / Check
	Description
	Other Details

	1/27

11:00 a.m.
	Week Two of semester. Meet to iron out details for Scholars Day, poster presentation, and to develop a plan for proceeding. SNOW DAY

Dr. Gregg provides handout for Canva with instructions for creating and printing poster at UNT. 
	Sycamore 288V

	2/3

11:00 a.m.
	Create rough draft of Canva for presentation. See page 4 of this syllabus for more instructions. 

Practice presentation.
	Sycamore 288V

	2/17

11:00 a.m.
	Write script for 3Min video.

Practice oral presentation with Dr. Gregg. 

Edit Canva poster presentation.
	Sycamore 288V

	2/20
	If you want to compete, sometime before midnight submit application to compete at Scholars Day. 
· 3Min to Share Video Competition
· Full Research Paper Competition
	Do this online

	2/27
	Regardless of whether you enter the competitions, you need to fill out the application for Scholars Day by midnight on 2/27. Choices to make:
· Presenting poster (NATE CHOOSES THIS)
· Be sure to read the poster presentation guidelines within the application link.
· Presenting poster AND presenting
	Do this online

	3/3

11:00 a.m.
	Go over oral presentation once more with Dr. Gregg. 

Go over conference details and schedule. 
	Sycamore 288V

	3/24
	Scholars Day 
9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Oral Presentations from 9:00 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. Assigned presentation times announced in March.

Poster Presentations from 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. Arrive to check in between 2:00 and 2:45 p.m. NATE! 
· Be sure to read the poster presentation guidelines within the application link. 
	University Union 3rd Floor


	4/7
	Follow up and debrief. Goodbyes! 
	Sycamore 288V


Questions and Notes for Nate to Consider:
· Do you want to give a presentation or presentation with poster? Just the poster. 
· Do you want to apply for the competitive categories? Cash prizes! Yes. 
· All competitive submissions are due on 2/20 at 11:59 p.m.
· Nate chooses to do the 3Min to Share Video explaining the problem, argumentation, and solutions of his study. 
· Nate also chooses to submit his paper for the Full Research Paper Competition. Also due 2/20. 
· There will be a Scholars Day Reception but I do not see details on that. 
· https://honors.unt.edu/research/scholars-day/index.html
· If want to make a video presentation to compete, I can help with that. I’m very good with film production. Video only needs to be 3 minutes.
· The alternative to the 3-minute video competition is submission of your completed research paper. 




Canva Poster Template Link
· ***MOST IMPORTANT: Make a copy FIRST then add your materials. ***
· LINK for Canva Poster Template
· Make changes to fit your information
Making a QR Code for your References
✅ Method 1: Upload your Word document and turn the link into a QR code
1. Upload your .doc or .docx file to:
· OneDrive
· Google Drive
· Dropbox
· SharePoint
· Any cloud storage that gives you a sharing link
2. Get the shareable link.
3. Go to any QR code generator (e.g., QR Code Monkey, qr-code-generator.com, Adobe Express QR Maker).
4. Paste the sharing link into the QR generator.
5. Download the resulting QR code image.
This is the most common method.

✅ Method 2: Create a QR code that stores the file itself
Some QR generators allow you to upload a file directly instead of a link:
1. Visit a QR generator that supports file upload:
· QR Code Monkey
· GoQR.me
· Beaconstac
2. Choose “File” (instead of URL).
3. Upload your Word document.
4. Download the QR code.
Note: This produces a QR code that redirects the scanner to a download page.



Research Proposal

Research Participation Description This research project aims to explore the intersection of racial bias, public perception, and media portrayal of Black American athletes who have been involved in legal or violent incidents. The project will examine how systemic factors and social narratives contribute to public judgment and long-term societal outcomes for these individuals. The research will also identify potential solutions that can help reshape harmful stereotypes and promote more positive narratives.

Student Responsibilities 
As the student researcher, I will:
· Conduct a comprehensive literature review on athlete misconduct and racialized media coverage.
· Identify and analyze 5–10 case studies involving Black American athletes and related legal controversies or public backlash.
· Examine media framing through qualitative content analysis methods.
· Evaluate institutional responses and public discourse across selected cases.
· Propose community-based or policy-level solutions for changing narratives around Black male success.
· Submit progress updates to my faculty mentor throughout the semester.
Final Research Product 
The final deliverable will be a 8-10 page research paper in APA format summarizing the project’s findings, literature synthesis, and proposed solutions. I will also prepare a poster board research presentation for submission to both my faculty mentor and the Honors College.
Faculty Mentorship 
I will meet with my faculty mentor biweekly on Mondays, either in person or via Zoom, depending on availability. Additional meetings will be scheduled as needed based on project progress.
Schedule 
I will meet with my faculty mentor biweekly on Mondays, either in person or via Zoom, depending on availability. Additional meetings will be scheduled as needed based on project progress.
IRB Status 
This project will rely solely on secondary sources such as media reports, academic literature, and publicly available data. No data collection involving human subjects will occur, and therefore no IRB application is required.


3

