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Sociology of Religion / SOCI 3700 400
Spring 2026
Tues/Thurs 9:30-10:50 Life A106
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Name:				Dr. Karen Monique Gregg
Office Location:		Sycamore 288V
Phone Number:		940-565-2296
Office Hours:	Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:00 to 1:00 and by appointment
Instructor Email:		Karen.Gregg@UNT.edu
Communication: 	Please communicate with Dr. Gregg using the Inbox in Canvas. If you email Dr. Gregg using the UNT email address, she will kindly request that you communicate in Canvas and will respond there. Please allow 24-hours for a response in Canvas. Dr. Gregg does not respond to email on weekends. 
WELCOME TO UNT!
As members of the UNT community, we have all made a commitment to be part of an institution that respects and values the identities of the students and employees with whom we interact. UNT does not tolerate identity-based discrimination, harassment, and retaliation. UNT’s full Non-Discrimination Policy can be found in the UNT Policies section of the syllabus.
UNT DATES
Classes Begin:  Jan. 12th, First Day of Class: Jan. 13th, MLK Day: Jan. 19th, Spring Break:                                                    (Week 9) Mar. 8th -14th, Pre-Finals Days: April 29th – 30th, Last Day Class Meets: April 30th, Reading Day: May 1st, Final Exams: May 4th-8th 	
 
DUE DATES IN THIS COURSE
· Required Week One:
· Syllabus Quiz due Week One before Saturday midnight (11:59 p.m.). 
· 11 Chapter Quizzes due before midnight (11:59 p.m.) on Saturdays.
· 11 handwritten Minute Papers due at the end of class on Tuesdays. These count as participation and attendance. Students must attend to participate.
· 11 Chapter Discussion Questions typed up and brought to class on Thursdays. These count as participation and attendance. Students must attend to participate.
· 3 Online Tests:
· Test 1 due before midnight (11:59 p.m.) on 2/21.
· Test 2 due before midnight (11:59 p.m.) on 3/28.
· Test 3 opens at 7:30 a.m. and closes at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday 5/7.
· NEXUS Conference:
In this course students will research religion and AI, Cyber Security, and Cybercrime and prepare and present a poster presentation for the NEXUS Conference on campus. Participation and attendance at conference is graded. Poster is also turned into Dr. Gregg after the conference for a grade.
· Abstract Due 3/1
· Poster Due in Canvas 4/2
· Attendance and presentation at Conference 4/2 from 9:30 to 10:50 a.m.

UNT INFORMATION
The University of North Texas (UNT) is a major public research university deeply committed to advancing educational excellence and preparing students to become thoughtful, engaged citizens of the world.

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences / Mission and Vision
The College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (formerly the College of Arts and Sciences) began in 1945 with a diverse set of 14 departments. Today, our family of 22 academic departments and programs remains eclectic. And so are the college's alumni, who number in the tens of thousands and live throughout the United States and in many countries around the world. Our alumni have distinguished themselves in areas ranging from scientific research to politics to business and finance.

Mission: Our mission is to kindle the thirst for truth, justice, and beauty; to foster cultural literacy and scientific investigation; and to cultivate thinking, speaking, and writing abilities characterized by clear expression and logically coherent, evidence-based arguments. We see these as the values, forms of knowledge, and skills most needed by citizens of a democracy and by productive members of the global workforce.

Vision:  We seek a future in which the achievements of our faculty and students reach ever greater heights of excellence and public recognition; in which a spirit of inclusion and mutual respect is maintained and strengthened among faculty and students with differing viewpoints and from diverse backgrounds; and in which increasing interdisciplinary collaboration opens up new opportunities for intellectual, empirical, and creative discovery.

Department of Sociology: We are a dynamic community of faculty, staff and students who share a commitment to developing sociological imaginations in ourselves and others. Our mission as a department is to provide undergraduate and graduate students with conceptual and methodological tools to productively analyze social patterns. High-level sociological training prepares our students for careers in education, marketing, social services, government, data science, health care and many other fields.

CATALOG DESCRIPTION
SOCI 3700. Sociology of Religion. 3 hours. A review of the common sociological dimensions of all religions such as moral definitions, group membership and dynamics, prescribed ritual practices and definitions of the sacred. An examination of sociologists contributing to the field such as [Marx,] Durkheim, and Weber. Includes a sociological analysis of major world religions, including Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism.

COURSE LEVEL OBJECTIVES (Using Bloom’s Taxonomy)
· By the end of the course, students will be able to:
· Understand how sociologists approach the study of religion in society. (Quizzes and Tests)
· Remember sociological methods, concepts, terms, and theories about the sociology of religion. (Quizzes and Tests)
· Apply critical understandings to what they’ve learned from the text and discuss it in writing and with their peers. (Minute Papers and Discussion Questions)
· Analyze cyber security, cybercrime, or AI as it relates to religion in society and present findings at a conference on campus in the form of a poster. 

REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS
 ISBN:  9781538137987 Paperback[image: A book cover of a religious book  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


Sociology of Religion: Contemporary Developments,4th Ed. (2025) Kevin J. Christiano, Peter Kivisto, and William H. Swatos, Jr. 

This book is referred to as CK&S in Canvas and in this syllabus. It is important that you acquire this book ASAP! To be fair, everyone must have all their course materials by week one, day one of the semester. 

An electronic copy of this book has been put on hold for students through the UNT Library System. Students are permitted to check this book out for 24 hours at a time (only 3 students per day). Please contact Willis Library for more information. 

In addition to the main text, students will read several research articles and other readings related to religion and cyber security, cybercrime, and AI. After that, students are required to find several scholarly research articles on their own related to religion and cyber security, cybercrime, and AI in order to prepare a poster presentation for the NEXUS conference on campus. 

UNT ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS
UNT Code of Student Conduct
Click here to see the expectations regarding your conduct as a student of UNT. https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-012
UNT Academic Integrity
Academic integrity emanates from a culture that embraces the core values of trust and honesty necessary for full learning to occur. As a student-centered public research university, the University of North Texas promotes the integrity of the learning process by establishing and enforcing academic standards. Academic dishonesty breaches the mutual trust necessary in an academic environment and undermines all scholarship. For more information, see: https://vpaa.unt.edu/fs/resources/academic/integrity
· The use of AI in this course will not be tolerated and will be considered cheating.
· Students should act with academic integrity with all things they write, especially with the discussions. 
UNT Participation/Attendance
The University of North Texas recognizes that student success is promoted by regular attendance and participation in class. It is the responsibility of the faculty member to notify students in writing of any special attendance requirements for the class. This policy applies to all modes of course delivery. For more information see:  https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-039
Prof Gregg’s Requirements
You are expected to log into the Canvas site often and to participate on a weekly basis in the course. You have work to complete every week in Canvas. If it appears that you are not participating in the course, the TA and I will use the Care Team reporting system to alert the university of your lack of participation. Someone will reach out to you. 
Office of Disability Access
UNT is committed to providing equal access to higher education for academically qualified students with disabilities. The Office of Disability Access assists students with disabilities in achieving their academic potential by coordinating a variety of services. The office acts as a liaison between the student, instructors, and other university resources and community agencies.
To be eligible for services, you must register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) and provide current documentation of the disability. ODA recommends that students contact the office at least eight weeks before enrolling at UNT to ensure sufficient time to plan for individualized academic modifications and services. While every effort is made to accommodate students with disabilities, it is the student’s responsibility to make needs known, provide proper documentation, and request services in a timely manner. See: https://disability.unt.edu
UNT Writing Center
The Writing Center at the University of North Texas provides support for undergraduate and graduate writers across the disciplines. Their mission is to help students improve as writers at all levels, and they support a culture of teaching and learning at UNT through peer tutoring, interactive workshops, classroom support, and consultation with faculty and staff. For more information, see:  https://writingcenter.unt.edu/our-mission
UNT Title IX Information
The University of North Texas is committed to providing a safe environment for all community members. Dating violence, domestic violence, sexual harassment, sexual coercion, sexual exploitation, sexual violence, and stalking are prohibited. Please see their page on reporting sexual violence for more information. UNT is here to help. Find more information about sexual violence, including campus and community resources at https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/sexual-misconduct?utm_medium=deanofstudents&utm_source=web&utm_campaign=dsa-home-page
 
PROFESSOR GREGG’S COURSE EXPECTATIONS
What you can expect from your instructor (and the TA if there is one):
1. Respect and active listening.
2. Consistent grading with return time within one-two weeks.
3. Willingness to teach, learn and answer questions.
4. To be prepared each week for our class.
5. To allow ample opportunity for you to do well in this course.
6. To be available by Zoom appointment for additional help.
7. To treat everyone equally and fairly.
What we expect from you:
1. Patience with instructors and with all others who participate in this class.
2. Active participation in our class in the Canvas environment as required by the syllabus. 
3. To complete all assignments as they are scheduled in the syllabus. (See page 1-2 of this Syllabus.)
4. Consistent participation in class and online. If it appears you are not actively engaged in this course, Prof. Gregg (or the TA) will use the UNT Care Team reporting system to make recommendations. 
· If you are doing something disruptive in class, you will be asked to leave. 
· Please keep cell phone use to a minimum and only use laptops to take notes for this course. 
5. To read the syllabus carefully each week and know what is supposed to happen. This is our contract. Prof. Gregg (and the TA) will do all that she can to abide by the syllabus, so she expects you to do the same. 
6. To act with academic integrity during quizzes and completing all writing assignments. Your work should be your own. Cheating will not be tolerated! For more specifics, see the UNT policy on academic dishonesty.
· Use of AI to generate coursework will result in an Academic Integrity Violation Report being submitted to UNT. 
· To be clear, students should not use AI to generate their work in this course.
7. To read the grading comments that Prof. Gregg (and the TA) provide on all your assignments. She will incorporate tips about how you can do better on the next assignment. If you need extra help with your writing, Dr. Gregg will suggest that you use the Writing Center on campus (Sage Hall).
8. To not plagiarize the reading materials used in this course. This means citing ideas and thoughts that are not your own. This is especially important to do when creating your Poster for the NEXUS conference on campus.
9. To put assignments in the correct space in Canvas. If you put things in the wrong spot, you will receive a zero (0) and your work will not be graded. If you contact Dr. Gregg within a week of receiving the zero (0), she will help you sort out your mistake. If you do not reach out to her within a week, the zero (0) will stand as your grade. 
10. To follow ALL directions in the syllabus. If you do not, your grade will be substantially reduced and you might even receive a zero (0) on the assignment submitted. 
11. To buy and use the correct version of the book. Right now, that is the 4th Edition of Christiano, Kivisto, and Swatos’s Sociology of Religion: Contemporary Developments. If you analyze something other than what everyone else is analyzing, you will receive a zero (0). This is especially important when completing any writing assignments. So, please buy and use the correct version of the book. 
· IMPORTANT:  If Dr. Gregg (or the TA) happens to look up something you quote from CK&S (or elsewhere) and it is not on the page cited, you will automatically fail the assignment and receive a zero (0) with no chance to redo the assignment. 
11. To be responsible for your work and prepare for and handle situations of computer and Internet difficulties. If your Internet is out, go somewhere where it is working so that you do not miss any of the assignments. Students are required to have a working computer with reliable Internet service to be successful in this course. 
12. To turn in work on time. Students have 7 days each week to complete the work items for the week. Do not wait until the last minute to begin your work. Dr. Gregg recommends completing your work by Friday each week. That way, if you do have some technical difficulty, you’ll have 24-48 hours to correct it. 
13. To attend class and participate on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Participation and attendance are grades in this course. 
· Attend and participate on Tuesdays and complete the Minute Papers.
· Attend and participate in discussions on Tuesdays and turn in typed up discussion questions pertaining to the assigned reading.
14. To request a grade of Incomplete (if necessary) in writing and at least one week before Final Exams begin. This request must be accompanied by documentation of the reason that the course cannot be completed before the end of the semester. Incompletes are only considered if at least 50% of the course assignments have been completed with a passing grade. 
15. If you need additional help in this course, it is your responsibility to contact Dr. Gregg (or the TA) to make an appointment. Meeting during office hours usually helps students get on track. 
16. To contact the Dean of Students, Seeking Options and Solutions (S.O.S) Office in the event of a personal emergency in your life. This includes extended illness or hospitalization, death in family, or other personal issue that hinders your possibility of success in the course. Here is the URL and the contact information for that office.
· https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources/seeking-options-and-solutions

[image: Dean of Students Telephone Number (940) 565-2648]

TECHNICAL ISSUES & ASSIGNMENTS
All assignments should be submitted by the indicated dates and times embedded in the syllabus (also see page 1-2). There will be no extensions, except in cases of documented emergencies. 
· In the event of a legitimate emergency, students are to contact Dr. Gregg via the Inbox in Canvas to discuss your situation PRIOR TO missing the assignment. When students do this, Dr. Gregg routinely grants extensions.
· Each student is allowed only one documented emergency per semester. 
· As stated above, in the event your emergency-situation is very serious, Dr. Gregg will prompt you to contact the Dean of Students in order to receive a blanket excuse from the University for your work. 
· Caitlin Edgar, M.S., Student Services Coordinator, Dean of Students Office, Caitlin.edgar@unt.edu, 940-565-2648.

Students are responsible for knowing the Canvas environment. This means that students are responsible for their own training in Canvas. Technical problems with Canvas software are to be directed to the Help Desk. 

UNT Help Desk - 940-565-2324 / Sage Hall 330 / helpdesk@unt.edu
Monday - Thursday 8:00 am - midnight
Friday 8:00 am - 8:00 pm
Saturday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday noon – midnight

Technical problems with computers or Canvas ARE NOT satisfactory excuses for missing assignment deadlines. Dr. Gregg suggests that you DO NOT wait until the last minute to submit assignments. If you experience trouble with your computer or your home Internet access, you are expected to use the computer clusters on campus to complete your work on time. If the campus is closed for some reason (e.g., due to COVID), you are expected to find some other means to complete your work. 
Summary of Course Assignments and Point Values
	Assignment
	Point Value/Percent

	Syllabus Quiz 
	50 Pts / 2.5%

	11 Chapter Quizzes over CK&S
· Each quiz is worth up to 50 points
· All 11 quizzes assigned are required, no quiz is dropped
	550 Pts / 27.5%

	3 Required Online Tests over CK&S
· Test 1 Chs 1-4
· Test 2 Chs 5-7
· Test 3 Chs 8-11
· Each test is worth up to 200 points
	600 Pts / 30%

	Attendance and Participation
· Students are required to attend class and participate in all assignments. Attendance taken. 
· Minute Papers -- Tuesday grades worth up to 100 semester pts
· Discussion Questions -- Thursday grades worth up to 100 semester pts
· Failure to participate in all assignments will result in reduction of 5% of your final grade.
	200 Pts / 10%

	NEXUS Conference and Poster Presentation
· Abstract due 3/1 (100 Pts)
· Conference attendance and participation 4/2 (100 Pts)
· Poster Content (and presentation) 4/3 (400 Pts)
	600 Pts / 30%

	TOTAL
	2000 Pts / 100%


Dr. Gregg’s Grading Scale
At the end of the semester, Dr. Gregg will base your grade on the Grading Scale below.
	Percent
	Letter Grade

	90-100% of 2000 Points
	A

	80-89% of 2000 Points
	B

	70-79% of 2000 Points
	C

	60-69% of 2000 Points
	D

	59% or less of 2000 Points
	F



TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

Before coming to class on Tuesday, 1/13, print and read the Syllabus. Come to class with questions. Attendance is required on the first day. 

Week 1 (1/11-1/17)
	✔️
	Description
	Details

	Tue 1/13
	To Do:
· Meet Dr. Gregg
· Go over Syllabus / Answer questions
· Fill out index Cards
· Discuss NEXUS PROJECT (research, poster, and conference)
	Attend Class.

Attendance required.

	To Do
	Homework:
· Obtain book.
· Begin reading Ch1 CK&S.
· Read for NEXUS: Criminal Behavior in the Digital Environment: Historical Foundations and a Sociological Perspective by Brada and Dahmani (2025).
· Week One of Course register for Conference at: https://unt.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8bNs6qtpsm3IpUi
· Carefully read Syllabus.
	
Obtain text for course from UNT Barnes & Noble.

Come to class on Thursday ready to discuss research article.

	Thur
1/15
	Class Discussion: 
· What is Cybercrime? 
· How does it relate to religion? 
· Brainstorm ideas.
	Attend Class.

	
	Homework: 
· Take Syllabus Quiz
	Syllabus Quiz due before midnight on Saturday 1/17.



Part 1 of CK&S: The Basics (Chs 1-4)
Week 2 (1/18-1/24)
	✔️
	Description
	Details

	1/19
	MLK Day Holiday
	No Classes 

	Tue 1/20

MP1
	Dr. Gregg Lectures Ch1, By Way of Introduction: The Definitional Problem.

Minute Paper 1 due before the end of class.
	Attend Class. 
Take Notes.

Hand in Minute Paper.

	To do
	Homework: 
· Finish reading Ch1 CK&S.
· Watch Video Lectures.
· Create discussion question related to Ch1 for Thursday class.
· Read for NEXUS:  Religious Freedom, Cybersecurity, and the Stability of Society: Problems and Perspectives from a European Perspective by Roszak and Horvat (2022).
	
Bring typed up discussion question to class on Thursday.

Come to class on Thursday ready to discuss research article.

	Thur
1/22

DQ1
	Class Discussion Ch1.

Class Discussion:
What is going on with Cybersecurity in Europe?
	Attend Class.

Turn in discussion question.

	To Do
	Homework:
· Take Ch1 Quiz.
· For NEXUS: Research topics on religion and cybercrime, cyber security, and AI. Consider what topic interests you.  
· Begin reading Ch2.
	
Ch1 quiz due before midnight on Saturday 1/24.



Week 3 (1/25-1/31)
	✔️
	Description
	Details

	Tue 1/27

MP2
	Dr. Gregg Lectures Ch2, Studying Religion: Why Study Religion? 

Minute Paper 2 due before the end of class.
	Attend Class. 
Take Notes.

Hand in Minute Paper.

	To do
	Homework: 
· Finish reading Ch2 CK&S.
· Watch Video Lectures.
· Create discussion question related to Ch2 for Thursday class.
· Read for NEXUS: Why Churches Are Becoming Targets for Cyber Attacks by Dami Olusanya.
	Bring typed up discussion question to class on Thursday.

Come to class on Thursday ready to discuss web article.

	Thur
1/29

DQ2
	Class Discussion Ch2.

Class Discussion:
· What types of Cybercrime happen to religious organizations? 
· What can be done? 
	Attend Class.

Turn in discussion question.

	To Do
	Homework:
· Take Ch1 Quiz.
· For NEXUS: Research topics on religion and cybercrime, cyber security, and AI. Consider what topic interests you.  
· Begin reading Ch3.
	
Ch2 quiz due before midnight on Saturday 1/31.



Week 4 (2/1-2/7)
	✔️
	Description
	Details

	Tue 2/3

MP3
	Dr. Gregg Lectures Ch3, The “Religion” of Secularization and the History of Religions. 

Minute Paper 3 due before the end of class.
	Attend Class. 
Take Notes.

Hand in Minute Paper.

	To do
	Homework: 
· Finish reading Ch3 CK&S.
· Watch Video Lectures.
· Create discussion question related to Ch3 for Thursday class.
· For NEXUS: Find and read research article based on your topic of interest related to cybercrime, cyber security, or AI and religion.
	Bring typed up discussion question to class on Thursday.

Come to class on Thursday ready to discuss the research you found.

	Thur
2/5

DQ3
	Class Discussion Ch3.

Class Discussion:
· What have you learned? Share with everyone. 
	Attend Class.

Turn in discussion question. 

	To Do
	Homework:
· Take Ch3 Quiz
· For NEXUS: Find and read research article based on your topic of interest related to cybercrime, cybersecurity, or AI and religion.
· Begin reading Ch4.
	
Ch3 quiz due before midnight on Saturday 2/7.



Week 5 (2/8-2/14)
	✔️
	Description
	Details

	Tue 2/10

MP4
	Dr. Gregg Lectures Ch4, Religion in the United States: Denominations and Beyond.

Minute Paper 4 due before the end of class.
	Attend Class. 
Take Notes.

Hand in Minute Paper.

	To do
	Homework: 
· Finish reading Ch3 CK&S.
· Watch Video Lectures.
· Create discussion question related to Ch4 for Thursday class.
· For NEXUS: Find and read research article based on your topic of interest related to cybercrime, cyber security, or AI and religion.
	Bring typed up discussion question to class on Thursday.

Come to class on Thursday ready to discuss the research you found.

	Thur
2/12

DQ4
	Class Discussion Ch4.

Class Discussion:
· What have you learned? Share with everyone. 
	Attend Class.

Turn in discussion question.

	To Do
	Homework:
· Take Ch4 Quiz.
· For NEXUS: Find and read research article based on your topic of interest related to cybercrime, cyber security, or AI and religion.
· Study for Test 1 over Chs 1-4.
	
Ch3 quiz due before midnight on Saturday 2/14.



Week 6 (2/15-2/21) Test 1
	✔️
	Description
	Details

	Tue 2/17
	What do abstracts look like? What should go in your abstract?

Review Game with Dr. Gregg.

NOTE: Review quizzes. Correct answers to incorrectly answered questions on quizzes can now be seen in Canvas.
	Attendance is Optional.

	To do
	Homework: 
· Study Chs 1-4 for Test 1.
· When ready take Test 1.
	Test 1 opens on Sunday 2/15 at 12:00 a.m. and is due before midnight on Saturday 2/21.

	Thur
2/19
	While there is no class on this day, Dr. Gregg will be in her office during class time and ready to meet with students to discuss their NEXUS project. 
	No Class.

	To Do
	Homework:
· Begin reading Ch5.
· Prepare Abstract for NEXUS conference. 
	

Abstract is due 3/1.



Part 2 of CK&S: Religion and Social Differentiation (Chs 5-7)
Week 7 (2/22-2/28)
	✔️
	Description
	Details

	Tue 2/24

MP5
	Dr. Gregg Lectures Ch5, Social Class, Religion, and Power: A Classic Field of Inquiry.

Minute Paper 5 due before the end of class.
	Attend Class. 
Take Notes.

Hand in Minute Paper.

	To do
	Homework: 
· Finish reading Ch5 CK&S.
· Watch Video Lectures.
· Create discussion question related to Ch5 for Thursday class.
· Finalize Abstract to turn in for NEXUS conference.
	Bring typed up discussion question to class on Thursday.

Come to class on Thursday ready to discuss abstract. Bring two printed copies to class. 

NOTE: Abstract is due to conference organizers by 3/1.

	Thur
2/26

DQ5
	Class Discussion Ch5.

Class Discussion:
· Trade Abstracts.  Give each other feedback. Ask each other questions. Practice talking about your topic. 
	Attend Class.

Turn in discussion question.

Turn in copy of Abstract to Dr. Gregg. 

	To Do
	Homework:
· Take Ch5 Quiz.
· Put the finishing touches on your Abstract and submit before the deadline.
	Ch5 quiz due before midnight on Saturday 2/28.

NOTE: Abstract is due to conference organizers by 3/1.



Week 8 (3/1-3/7)
	✔️
	Description
	Details

	3/1
	 Abstract due to NEXUS conference organizers
· Submit in Canvas for a grade in this course.
· Submit to conference organizers. 
NEXUS Conference Information
https://class.unt.edu/sociology/nexus/index.html

	DUE!

	Tue 3/3

MP6
	Dr. Gregg Lectures Ch6, Religion and Ethnicity: A Complex Relationship. 

Minute Paper 6 due before the end of class.
	Attend Class. 
Take Notes.

Hand in Minute Paper.

	To do
	Homework: 
· Finish reading Ch6 CK&S.
· Watch Video Lectures.
· Create discussion question related to Ch6 for Thursday class.
· Begin working on Poster for Presentation at NEXUS conference. 

	Bring typed up discussion question to class on Thursday.

Come to class on Thursday ready to discuss organization of poster presentation.  

	Thur
2/26

DQ6
	Class Discussion Ch6.

Class Discussion:
· Discuss handouts explaining Canva, Poster, and Presentation at NEXUS conference 4/2. 
	Attend Class.

Turn in discussion question.


	To Do
	Homework:
· Take Ch6 Quiz.
· For NEXUS: Work on conference poster presentation.
· Begin reading Ch7.
	
Ch3 quiz due before midnight on Saturday 3/7.



Week 9 (3/8-3/14) Spring Break

Week 10 (3/15-3/21)
	✔️
	Description
	Details

	Tue 3/17

MP7
	Dr. Gregg Lectures Ch7, Gender, Sexuality, and Religion: Spirituality in Different Voices? 

Minute Paper 7 due before the end of class.
	Attend Class. 
Take Notes.

Hand in Minute Paper.

	To do
	Homework: 
· Finish reading Ch7 CK&S.
· Watch Video Lectures.
· Create discussion question related to Ch7 for Thursday class.
· For NEXUS: Continue working on Poster Presentation for conference. 

	Bring typed up discussion question to class on Thursday.

Come to class on Thursday ready to discuss organization of poster presentation.  

	Thur
3/19

DQ7
	Class Discussion Ch7.

Class Discussion:
· Continue to discuss handouts explaining Canva, Poster, and Presentation at NEXUS conference 4/2. 
	Attend Class.

Turn in discussion question. 

*Be prepared to share presentation with class.

	To Do
	Homework:
· Take Ch7 Quiz.
· Work on NEXUS conference presentation.
· Study for Test 2 over Chs 5-7. 
	
Ch3 quiz due before midnight on Saturday 3/21.



Week 11 (3/22-3/28) Test 2
	✔️
	Description
	Details

	Tue 3/24
	Review Game with Dr. Gregg.

NOTE: Review quizzes. Correct answers to incorrectly answered questions on quizzes can now be seen in Canvas.
	Attendance is Optional.

	To do
	Homework: 
· Study Chs 5-7 for Test 2.
· When ready take Test 2.
	Test 2opens on Sunday March 22 at 12:00 a.m. and is due before midnight on Saturday 3/28.

	Thur
3/26
	While there is no class on this day, Dr. Gregg will be in her office during class time and ready to meet with students to discuss their NEXUS project and presentations. 
	No Class.

	To Do
	Homework:
· Begin reading Ch8.
· For NEXUS: Practice poster presentation for next week. Rehearse what you’ll say.
	





Week 12 (3/29-4/4) NEXUS Conference
	✔️
	Description
	Details

	Tue 3/31
	PRACTICE. Come to class prepared to discuss poster presentation. We’ll practice with each other. 
	Attend Class. 

	To do
	Homework: 
· Continue to practice poster presentation for 4/2 conference. 
	

	Thur
4/2 
	NEXUS CONFERENCE 
From 9:30 to 10:50 (class time) students are expected to be located at their poster and ready to describe the content to anyone interested in hearing about their work. 

Students should make sure posters are delivered to the Sociology Office after the conference. Dr. Gregg will grade the content of the posters.
	Attend Conference.



Deliver poster to Sociology Office. 

	To Do
	Homework:
· Begin reading Ch8.
	




Part 3 of CK&S: Religion, Culture, and Change (Chs 8-11)
Week 13 (4/5-4/11)
	✔️
	Description
	Details

	Tue 4/7

MP8
	Dr. Gregg Lectures Ch8, Religious Change: The Case of Catholicism in the United States.  

Minute Paper 8 due before the end of class.
	Attend Class. 
Take Notes.

Hand in Minute Paper.

	To do
	Homework: 
· Finish reading Ch8 CK&S.
· Watch Video Lectures.
· Create discussion question related to Ch8 for Thursday class.

	Bring typed up discussion question to class on Thursday.

Come to class on Thursday ready to debrief on how the NEXUS Conference went. 

	Thur
4/9

DQ8
	Class Discussion Ch8.

Class Discussion NEXUS:
· How did the conference go for you?
· What happened?
· What did you learn? 
	Attend Class.

Turn in discussion question. 

	To Do
	Homework:
· Take Ch8 Quiz
· Begin reading Ch9.
	
Ch8 quiz due before midnight on Saturday 4/11.



Week 14 (4/12-4/18)
	✔️
	Description
	Details

	Tue 4/14

MP9
	Dr. Gregg Lectures Ch9, Politicized Religion and Conflict: National and Global Dimensions.

Minute Paper 9 due before the end of class.
	Attend Class. 
Take Notes.

Hand in Minute Paper.

	To do
	Homework: 
· Finish reading Ch9 CK&S.
· Watch Video Lectures.
· Create discussion question related to Ch9 for Thursday class.
	Bring typed up discussion question to class on Thursday.



	Thur
4/16

DQ9
	Class Discussion Ch9.

Show Films: 
· The Right’s Fight to Make America a Christian Nation (CBS)
· A (Un)Civil War: The Evangelical Divide (CBS) 
	Attend Class.

Turn in discussion question. 

	To Do
	Homework:
· Take Ch9 Quiz
· Begin reading Ch10.
	
Ch9 quiz due before midnight on Saturday 4/18.



Week 15 (4/19-4/25)
	✔️
	Description
	Details

	Tue 4/21

MP10
	Dr. Gregg Lectures Ch10, Mediating Meaning: Religion in—and as—Contemporary Culture.

Minute Paper 10 due before the end of class.
	Attend Class. 
Take Notes.

Hand in Minute Paper.

	To do
	Homework: 
· Finish reading Ch10 CK&S.
· Watch Video Lectures.
· Create discussion question related to Ch10 for Thursday class.
	Bring typed up discussion question to class on Thursday.



	Thur
4/23

DQ10
	Class Discussion Ch10.
 
	Attend Class.

Turn in discussion question. 

	To Do
	Homework:
· Take Ch10 Quiz
· Begin reading Ch11.
	
Ch9 quiz due before midnight on Saturday 4/25.

	
	Please complete the SPOT course evaluation for this course! 
	See Announcements.



Week 16 (4/26-5/2)
	✔️
	Description
	Details

	Tue 4/28

MP11
	Dr. Gregg Lectures Ch11, Boundary Issues: Church, State, and New Religions.

Minute Paper 11 due before the end of class.

NOTE: Review quizzes. Correct answers to incorrectly answered questions on quizzes can be seen in Canvas starting 5/2.
	Attend Class. 
Take Notes.

Hand in Minute Paper.

	To do
	Homework: 
· Finish reading Ch11 CK&S.
· Watch Video Lectures.
· Create discussion question related to Ch11 for Thursday class.
	Bring typed up discussion question to class on Thursday.



	Thur
4/30

DQ11
	Class Discussion Ch11.

LAST REGULAR CLASS MEETING!  
	Attend Class.

Turn in discussion question. 

	To Do
	Homework:
· Take Ch11 Quiz
· Begin studying for Test 3 over Chs 8-11.
· Test 3 is only open for 2 hours on Thursday 5/7. Please plan accordingly. 
	
Ch11 quiz due before midnight on Saturday 5/2.

	
	Please complete the SPOT course evaluation for this course! 
	See Announcements.

	4/29-4/30
	Pre-Finals Days
	

	5/1
	Reading Day
	No Classes.



Final Exams (5/4-5/8) Test 3
	✔️
	Description
	Details

	To do
	Homework: 
· Study Chs 8-11 for Test 3.
· When ready take Test 3.
	Test 3 opens at 7:30 a.m. and is due before 9:30 a.m. on Thursday 5/7





MORE DETAILS ON COURSE ASSIGNMENTS
Syllabus Quiz (50 Pts 2.5% of Final Grade)
After reading the syllabus and attending class on the first week of the semester,  students are required to take a Quiz over the syllabus and course expectations. Students are allowed 20 minutes to complete the Quiz and are permitted two attempts. If you do not earn 100% on the first attempt, please reread the syllabus and take the quiz again. The highest score will be recorded in the grade book. 
11 Chapter Quizzes (550 Pts 27.5% of Final Grade)
After reading the assigned chapter in the CS&K text, students should take a short 20-minute Quiz in Canvas. If you carefully read the chapter, have taken good notes while you read, and have watched Dr. Gregg's lecture videos, you should do very well on the Quizzes. More details follow.

Details:
· There is a quiz for each chapter in the CK&S text (11). Students are required to take all 11 quizzes. Students should not miss any quizzes this semester.
· Quizzes open on Sunday at 12:00 a.m. of each week and close on Saturday at midnight (11:59 p.m.).
· Each Quiz is worth up to 50 Points. There are 10 questions. Each question is worth 5 points. 
· As you take the quiz, you will be presented with True/False or Multiple Choice questions for which there is only one correct answer. 
· Students are presented with a random set of questions drawn from a test bank that Dr. Gregg wrote. These questions have been vetted by students in other semesters for use in this course. All he answers can be found in the CK&S text.
· Students are allowed 20 minutes to complete each quiz. After 20 minutes your quiz will automatically submit and your grade will be recorded in the grade book. Any unanswered questions will be marked as incorrect. 
· You are only permitted one attempt on each of the chapter quizzes.
· Quizzes are open book and students can use any notes they have taken as they read.
· Students should not work with others to complete the quizzes.
· If you think you might miss a deadline for a quiz, you are permitted to take it early. Reach out to the instructor.  
· If you need an extension for a quiz, you must contact the instructor BEFORE missing the quiz. If you do this, she routinely grants extensions. 
· If you miss a quiz, the grade book will be populated with a zero.
3 Required Tests (600 Pts 30% of Final Grade)
There are three parts to the CK&S text. As we conclude a part, students will be asked to demonstrate their knowledge by completing an online test over the chapters covered. Students should take all three tests. Each test is worth up to 200 points toward your final grade. Below are listed more details about the tests. 

Details:
· There are 3 online tests planned for this course. Students should take all 3 tests. 
· Each test is worth up to 200 points. 
· As you take the test, you will be presented with a combination of 25-50 True/False and/or Multiple Choice test questions for which there is only one best answer. 
· Point values for each question varies according to the number of questions on the test.
· Test questions will be separated into sections for each chapter.
· Students are permitted 1 hour to take each test (60 minutes). After that, the test will automatically submit and your grade will be recorded in the grade book.
· Students are only permitted one attempt for each test.
· The tests are online and open book and students can use their notes from class while taking the tests.
· Students should not work with others when taking the tests.
· Tests 1 and 2 open on Sundays at 12:00 a.m. the week they fall due and close on Saturdays before midnight (11:59 p.m.)
· Test 3 closes sometime during Final Exams time. Consult the syllabus on page 1for the exact dates and times for the Test 3. 
· If you need to arrange for a different date or time for one of the tests, you must request this from Dr. Gregg at least one week in advance of the due date for the test. If you do this, she will work with you to arrange a different time.
· If you miss a test, you have missed your opportunity to earn these points in the course.
Attendance and Participation (200 Pts 10% of Final Grade)
Minute Papers:  At the end of class on Tuesdays after lecture, students are asked to apply what they’ve learned to their own life by answering a question or questions related to lecture. Minute Papers can only be completed by attending and participating in class on Tuesdays. Minute Papers are worth 10 points each for a total of 100 points. These short essays count as participation and attendance.

For each chapter covered in CK&S, a Minute Paper will be due. Therefore, there are 11 Minute Papers. Students are required to participate in 10 out of the 11 Minute Papers. This means the lowest Minute Paper score will be dropped at the end of the semester. 

If a student is absent, they have lost their opportunity for these points. Minute Papers cannot be made up because they count for participation and attendance points. 

Students should strive to be on time to class. Dr. Gregg will spend the first few minutes passing back papers and/or taking attendance. If students arrive after this grace period, they will lose points on the Minute Paper for the day. If extremely late, they will lose a lot of points on their minute paper. 


Discussion Questions: At the beginning of class on Thursdays, students will turn in a discussion question to be used in class. These should be typed up and brought to class. Handwritten discussion questions will not be accepted. For each chapter covered in CK&S, a discussion question (or questions) is due. Students are required to participate in 10 out of the 11 discussion question assignments. This means the lowest discussion question score will be dropped at the end of the semester. 

For each chapter, discussion question(s) are worth 10 points each for a total of 100 points. Discussion questions count as participation and attendance.
NEXUS Conference and Presentation (600 Pts 30% of Final Grade)
Unmasking Cybercrime: Impacts, Issues, and Interventions
Overview:
Cybercrime is an ever-increasing threat to individuals, community, countries, and the world. Cybercrime is any illicit activity that has an online component. In our world today, nothing exists without an online component and no matter what that is, people will always find a way to exploit it and others, creating criminal activity and cybercrime. Common topics within cybercrime include online harassment, cyberbullying, hacking, hacktivism, financial fraud, cryptocurrency, digital espionage, etc. The topics are endless and growing by the day.

For this assignment, you are required to design and present an academic poster at the NEXUS Conference on April 2nd at UNT that explores a specific aspect of cybercrime as it relates to our class. Your poster should provide a well-researched, visually engaging overview of your chosen topic, integrating sociological perspectives and theories as relevant.
Important Dates:
· Week One of Course register for Conference at: https://unt.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8bNs6qtpsm3IpUi
· Read Brada & Dahmani article before 1/15 and come to class ready for discussion.
· Read Roszak & Horvat article before 1/22 and come to class ready for discussion.
· Read Why Churches are Becoming Targets… before 1/29 and come to class ready for discussion.
· From 2/1 to 3/1 students should find, read, and be prepared to discuss in class on Thursdays research articles they find on their own related to religion and cyber security, cybercrime, and AI. 
· Consider meeting with Dr. Gregg in her office during class time on these dates to discuss your NEXUS project: 2/19 (to discuss Abstract), 3/26 (to discuss poster presentation)
· Submit Abstract in Canvas (for a grade) and upload to the NEXUS conference web page before midnight on 3/1. 
· From 3/1 to 4/2 work on poster presentation for conference. Be prepared to share progress on poster presentation with class on Thursdays.
· Submit poster to conference. TBA
· Attend and participate poster presentation from 9:30 to 10:50 on 4/2 at NEXUS Conference on UNT campus. 
· Turn in poster to Sociology Office in 288 Sycamore Hall on 4/3 after conference. 
Objectives of NEXUS Project:
· Analyze a specific form or impact of cyber security, cybercrime, or AI as it relates to religion
· Present key facts, case studies, or theoretical frameworks
· Communicate complex ideas in a clear, concise, and visual format
· Encourage peer discussion on the social consequences of cyber security, cybercrime, or AI as it relates to religion
Possible Topics for Sociology of Religion course (choose one or propose your own):
· Cyberattacks on religious groups/churches, etc.
· Hate crimes online against religious groups (includes doxxing, harassment)
· Fake religious donation sites
· Use of religion (and imagery) to build trust during scams
· Framing cyberattacks as moral/ideological warfare.
· How religion can influence how cybercrime is responded to or punished.
· Religion cyber-based vigilantism.
· Applying sacred vs. profane to cyberspace
· Religious symbolism in phishing emails. 
· The targeting of women in conservative religious communities in cybercrimes.
· Cyberbullying of those leaving a religious group.
· Fake religious profiles used as scams.
Guidelines for Poster:
1. Title 
· What it includes:
· The full title of your research/project
· Your name(s)
· Course, institution, date
· Purpose:
· To clearly state what the research is about
· Should be attention-grabbing, informative, and specific
· Tip: Use a large, bold font (50-75 pt) so it's readable from across a room.

2. Abstract or Introduction
· What it includes:
· A brief overview of your topic
· The context or background
· Why this topic is important (the significance)
· Purpose:
· Introduces the reader to your topic and why you chose it
· Frames the issue and sets up your research question
· Tip: Keep this section brief (100–200 words max) and focused	

3. Clear Research Question or Focus Area
· What it includes:
· The specific question(s) your research addresses
· Your main objective(s) or hypothesis (if applicable)
· Purpose:
· Clearly defines the focus of your research
· Helps the viewer quickly understand what you're trying to find out or solve
· Tip: Use bold or color to make your question stand out.

4. Literature Review / Theoretical Framework
· What it includes:
· Summary of key existing research
· Relevant theories, models, or perspectives used
· Purpose:
· Shows your understanding of the scholarly context
· Explains how your work fits into or challenges existing knowledge
· Tip: Use citations (APA) even on a poster.

5. Methods / Approach
· What it includes:
· The process or methodology you used
· Type of research (qualitative, quantitative, mixed)
· Tools, data sources, or case studies
· Purpose:
· Explains how you gathered and analyzed your data
· Helps others understand the validity of your findings
· Tip: Use diagrams, flowcharts, or timelines to show the process visually.

6. Results / Findings
· What it includes:
· Key discoveries, patterns, or trends
· Charts, graphs, tables, or visual summaries of data
· Purpose:
· Presents the core outcome of your work
· Allows viewers to quickly grasp your most important insights
· Tip: Use visuals instead of large blocks of text here.

7. Discussion / Analysis
· What it includes:
· Interpretation of your findings
· Connections to your research question and literature
· Implications, surprises, or challenges
· Purpose:
· Explains the “so what?” of your results
· Shows your critical thinking and analytical skills
· Tip: Use bullet points or short paragraphs to keep this clear.

8. Conclusion / Recommendations
· What it includes:
· Summary of key points
· Limitations of your study (brief)
· Suggestions for future research or action
· Purpose:
· Ties everything together
· Leaves the viewer with a takeaway message
· Tip: Include a “call to action” if applicable (especially for social issues like cybercrime).

9. References/ QR Code 
· What it includes:
· A list of sources cited (APA)
· Purpose:
· Gives credit to other researchers
· Allows viewers to explore your sources further

10. Contact Information or LinkedIn Page / QR Code (optional but useful)
· What it includes:
· Your email or a QR code linking your LinkedIn
· Purpose:
· Allows interested viewers to follow up or learn more
Timeline:
· Proposal Due: [No Longer Relevant]
· Abstract Due: 3/1
· Poster Presentation Day: 4/2
· Presentation Format: Printed poster – Vertical- (36x48 inches recommended)
Evaluation Criteria:
· Depth and clarity of research (25%)
· Relevance and originality of topic (20%)
· Visual design and organization (20%)
· Integration of theory/evidence (20%)
· Oral presentation and engagement (15%)

Summary Checklist:
	Section
	Suggested Features

	Title
	Clear and bold

	Introduction
	Short paragraph

	Research Question
	Highlighted clearly

	Literature/Theory
	Brief and cited

	Methods
	Diagrams, steps

	Results/Findings
	Graphs, charts

	Discussion
	Bullet points

	Conclusion/Next Steps
	Summary + impact

	References (QR code)
	QR Code

	LinkedIn (QR code)
	QR Code


Canva Poster Template Link
· ***MOST IMPORTANT: Make a copy FIRST then add your materials. ***
· LINK for Canva Poster Template
· Make changes to fit your information
Making a QR Code for your References
✅ Method 1: Upload your Word document and turn the link into a QR code
1. Upload your .doc or .docx file to:
· OneDrive
· Google Drive
· Dropbox
· SharePoint
· Any cloud storage that gives you a sharing link
2. Get the shareable link.
3. Go to any QR code generator (e.g., QR Code Monkey, qr-code-generator.com, Adobe Express QR Maker).
4. Paste the sharing link into the QR generator.
5. Download the resulting QR code image.
This is the most common method.

✅ Method 2: Create a QR code that stores the file itself
Some QR generators allow you to upload a file directly instead of a link:
1. Visit a QR generator that supports file upload:
· QR Code Monkey
· GoQR.me
· Beaconstac
2. Choose “File” (instead of URL).
3. Upload your Word document.
4. Download the QR code.
Note: This produces a QR code that redirects the scanner to a download page.
Registering for the NEXUS Conference
· Abstract Submission Deadline: March 1, 2026
· Link to Register
· For more information contact Dr. Potts (Helen.Potts@unt.edu) or visit the Department of Sociology – NEXUS page 
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