Fall 2026 Syllabus
SOCI 4900 -703 / 3 Credits
Special Problems / Mentored Research

Faculty Mentor:			Dr. Karen Monique Gregg
					Karen.Gregg@UNT.edu
Student / Researcher:		Jace Turner
					JaceTurner@myunt.edu
Meeting Dates:			8/25, 9/8, 9/16, 9/22, 10/6, 10/20, 11/3, 11/17, 12/1
Time:					3:45 p.m. (as long as needed) 
Place:					Dr. Gregg’s Office in Sycamore Hall 288V[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Meetings will not be held over Zoom. All meetings will be face-to-face to workshop the paper as it progresses. ] 

The Plan
Jace Turner wrote a paper in an Anthropology course studying the third place in Denton’s town square. He would eventually like to use this paper to apply to graduate studies (including at UNT). After reading the paper, we agreed to work together on a special problems course this fall to accomplish the following things:
· Bulk up the literature review section.
· Add more data to the analysis.
· Solidify the argument being made in the paper.
· Present preliminary findings at UNT’s Research Day (10/1).
· Have a polished paper for graduate school applications before 12/31/26.
Tentative Schedule
Jace Turner envisioned meeting with me as his Faculty Mentor bi-weekly. Below is a tentative schedule with goals that should be achieved by Jace before we meet. Jace should come to meetings ready to discuss progress on the goals listed below. In the event he cannot make a meeting date and time, he is required to let Dr. Gregg know 24-hours in advance of missing the meeting and attempt to reschedule at a later and mutually agreeable time. 
	Date / Check
	Description
	Other Details

	8/14
	11:00 a.m. Meeting 
Meet before semester starts to discuss potential work on paper. Set up goals. 
	Sycamore 288V

	8/25
	Week Two of semester. Meet in Dr. Gregg’s office to iron out details of this research project and develop a plan for proceeding. 

Dr. Gregg has developed a preliminary syllabus to go over with Jace. Jace should approve the plan at this meeting.
	Sycamore 288V

	9/8
	Meet in Dr. Gregg’s office to provide progress update. 
Goals: 
· Find 3 more papers that discuss Oldenburg’s writing about third place. Who else has critiqued his theory? Who else has written on third place? What about proposing fourth place? Has anyone done this? Have books been written on this topic? If so, do we have them at the library. 
· After our meeting, add to paper. 
· Whenever possible, visit the downtown square to add more data to your field notes. 
	Focus:  Bulk up literature review

Submit report in Canvas prior to coming to meeting.

Bring printed copy of paper to meeting.

	9/22 
	Meet in Dr. Gregg’s office to provide progress update. 
Goals: 
· Prepare poster with preliminary findings for 10/1 UNT Research Day presentation. 
· Poster should have the following sections: The question or title; the venue; the data; the analysis or methods; the preliminary findings
· Plan to speak for 3 minutes and end by inviting questions from on-lookers.
· Practice presentation with Dr. Gregg. What will you say? What do you think your argument is? Are you adding to theory? Have you discovered something new that can be a contribution to the literature?
	Focus: Preparing for Conference


Create poster.

Bring printed copy of paper to meeting.

	10/1 
	UNT Research Day Conference Presentation
· Jace has already signed up for this and will learn more about it as the date approaches.
· Dr. Gregg will do her best to attend the presentation and take pictures.
	Focus: Present findings to research community

	10/6
	Meet in Dr. Gregg’s office to provide progress update. 
Goals: 
· Discuss conference feedback.
· Continue to work on writing and refining your argument. What do you want to say? What do you hope someone might take away from your paper. Write so that people clearly understand the purpose of the paper. 
· Whenever possible, visit the downtown square to add more data to your field notes.
	Focus: Adding data and writing

Submit writing to Canvas. 

Bring printed copy of paper to meeting.

	11/3
	Meet in Dr. Gregg’s office to provide progress update. 
Goals: 
· Continue writing.
· Come prepared to discuss what more needs to be done to bulk up the paper. 
· Should be finished with data collection at this point.
	Focus: Write

Submit writing to Canvas. 

Bring printed copy of paper to meeting.

	11/17
	Meet in Dr. Gregg’s office to provide progress update. 
Goals: 
· Begin writing in a way that makes a case that the pattern you are seeing is a problem that needs attention (resolving?). In your writing revisit some things said in the introduction. 
· Should be almost finished with the paper. 
· Create list of references for the end of the paper
· Use APA or MLA (use the Purdue Owl for help)
· Submit first draft to Dr. Gregg to read and provide feedback. First draft due before midnight on 11/21.
	Focus: Write


Submit your writing to Canvas. 

Bring printed copy of paper to meeting.

	11/22-
11/28
	Thanksgiving – Fall Break – Be with family and friends, eat good food, and celebrate!
	No Classes at UNT

	12/1
	Meet in Dr. Gregg’s office to provide progress update. Goals: 
· Last meeting to go over paper. Is the paper better? Is it ready to submit as a writing sample? What more needs to be done?
· Submit final paper to Dr. Gregg in Canvas before midnight on 12/5.
	Focus: Write

Submit writing to Canvas. 

Bring printed copy of paper to meeting.
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