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PSCI 3600.001: Governments and Politics around the World 
Maymester 2020 

 
  Dr. Ko Maeda (pronounced: ma-eh-dah) 
Office: 135 Wooten Hall 
Office Phone: 940-565-2337 
Email: Ko.Maeda@unt.edu  
Web: http://politicalscience.unt.edu/~maeda/ 

 
Class Time and Location: 
  Remote delivery 
   
Office Hours: 
 Via Zoom by appointment 

 
 
1. Course Description 

Comparative politics is a sub-field of political science that examines the world's different political 
systems in order to gain (1) a deeper understanding of politics in specific countries and (2) generalized 
knowledge about political phenomena. Comparison is a method to achieve both goals. 

This course is designed to introduce students to key concepts and themes of comparative politics. 
At the same time, students will also increase their factual knowledge of politics in foreign countries. 
Learning basic facts and history is an indispensable component for the completion of this course.  

Students are encouraged and expected to keep abreast of current political events in foreign 
countries by checking newspapers, news magazines, TV news, or news websites regularly. 
 
2. Course Objectives 
By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

• Understand major concepts of comparative politics 
• Understand basic facts about the government and politics of several foreign countries 
• Understand the basic logic of the methods of comparative political analysis 

 
3. Texts 
Please purchase: 

• Arend Lijphart. 2012. Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six 
Countries, 2nd ed. Yale University Press. ISBN: 9780300172027 

Recommended: 

• Gregory S. Mahler. 2012. Principles of Comparative Politics. Pearson. 

• Georg Sorensen. 2007. Democracy and Democratization: Process and Prospects in a Changing 
World, 3rd ed. Westview Press. 

There are several more articles for additional reading. They will be available on Canvas (canvas.unt.edu). 
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4. Requirements & Evaluation 
  Exams  100pts x  2 =200pts 
  Homework   20pts x  5 =100pts 
  Daily Quizzes   20pts x10 =200pts 
              Total 500pts 
 
Grading scale: 
  A   450-500pts 
  B   400-449pts 
  C   350-399pts 
  D   300-349pts 
F        0-299pts 

 
• Exams    There will be two exams. Midterm exam is at 9am on Monday, May 18. Cumulative final 
exam is at 9am on Thursday, May 28. Each exam is worth 100pts out of the 500pts total of the course. 
You will take them online on Canvas. There will be many multiple-choice/fill-in-the-blank/true-or-false 
questions and one or a few short essay questions. The instructor has the discretion to decide whether and 
when a makeup exam will be granted. 
 
• Homework    There will be five homework assignments. Each one is worth 20pts. You will submit your 
work on Canvas. Late submissions will be penalized. Submissions will not be accepted if they are more 
than two days late. 
 
• Daily Quizzes    There will be 11 daily online quizzes (not on the first day, but every weekday after 
that). Your lowest one will be dropped, and each of your ten best quizzes will be worth 20pts. You will 
take the quizzes on Canvas. Each day, you will see 5 multiple choice questions based on the materials you 
learned on that day. Open book & open notes, but you only have 15 minutes to answer the questions, so 
you will not have enough time to re-study while taking the quizzes. You are allowed to take each quiz 
twice, but your average score (not the highest) will be recorded. Each quiz will be kept available for a few 
days (the exact cut-off date for each quiz is noted on Canvas), but it is recommended that you take each 
quiz while your memory is still fresh. 
 
• Extra credits    No additional extra credit assignments will be offered to individual students. Please don’t 
even ask. 
 
 

 
5. Class Format & Advice 
You will watch pre-recorded video lectures and study at your own pace. Lecture outline handouts are 
available on Canvas, but they only show outlines, not the details. Thus, it is important that you take notes 
while watching video lectures. Without taking good notes, you will not be able to answer quiz and exam 
questions. Whenever you have any questions on the contents or the course logistics, contact the instructor. 
 
This is an extremely fast-paced course. You should be ready and willing to spend many hours studying 
for this class every day for 3 weeks. Take each day seriously and don’t fall behind! Once you fall behind, 
you will have too many things to learn to catch up.  
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=====================  
ADA Policy 

UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking 
accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a 
disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to 
begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any 
time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to 
avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every 
semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional 
information, see the ODA website at disability.unt.edu. 
 
Academic Integrity Policy 

Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic 
Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, 
fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic 
dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from 
the University. 

 
Emergency Notification & Procedures 

UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an 
emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, 
fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans for 
covering course materials. 

 

Acceptable Student Behavior: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class 
or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any 
instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the 
classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to 
consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for 
student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, 
discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr . In short, 
please be considerate of others.  

 

Sexual Assault Prevention 

UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all forms of sexual misconduct, including 
sexual harassment sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. Federal laws (Title IX and 
the Violence Against Women Act) and UNT policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex, and therefore 
prohibit sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know is experiencing sexual harassment, relationship 
violence, stalking, and/or sexual assault, there are campus resources available to provide support and assistance. 
UNT’s Survivor Advocates can assist a student who has been impacted by violence by filing protective orders, 
completing crime victim’s compensation applications, contacting professors for absences related to an assault, 
working with housing to facilitate a room change where appropriate, and connecting students to other 
resources available both on and off campus. The Survivor Advocates can be reached at 
SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students Office at 940-565- 2648. Additionally, alleged 
sexual misconduct can be non-confidentially reported to the Title IX Coordinator at oeo@unt.edu or at (940) 
565 2759. 
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6. Lecture Topics & Readings 
 
This course consists of the following 29 sections. A tentative schedule is shown on the next page.  
(“JofD” stands for Journal of Democracy -- available on-line) 
 
[1] Introduction 
[2] Facts about the countries around the world 
  Read: Mahler, the 2nd full paragraph on p.9 to the first paragraph on p.10 
[3] The comparative method 
  Read: Mahler ch1, esp. pp.5-12 
[4] Constitutions and ideologies 
  Read: Mahler ch2 
[5] Majoritarian and consensus democracy 
  Read: Lijphart ch1-3 
[6] Executive 
  Read: Mahler ch4 & Lijphart ch6-7 
[7] Legislature 
  Read: Mahler ch3 & Lijphart ch11 
[8] Electoral systems 
  Read: Lijphart ch8 
[9] Interest groups 
  Read: Mahler ch7 (until p.164) & Lijphart ch9 
[10] Political parties and party systems 
  Read: Mahler ch7 (on and after p.165) & Lijphart ch5 
[11] Judiciary 
  Read: Mahler ch5 (on and after p.118) & Lijphart pp.212-218. 
[12] Federalism 
  Read: Lijphart ch10 
[13] Politics in the U.K. 
  Read: Mahler ch9 
[14] Politics in France 
  Read: Mahler ch10 
[15] Politics in Germany  
  Read: Mahler ch11 
[16] Politics in Canada 
  Read: Mahler ch12 
[17] Democracy and non-democracy 
  Read: Sorensen ch1 
[18] Democratization 
  Read: Sorensen ch2 
[19] Overview of Latin America 
[20] Comparing presidential and parliamentary systems 
  Read: Stepan & Skach (1993) "Constitutional Frameworks and Democratic 

  Consolidation." World Politics 46(1): 1-22.  (available on-line) 
[21] Politics in Mexico 
  Read: Mahler ch15 
[22] Overview of Russia and former communist countries 
[23] Politics in Russia 
  Read: Mahler ch13 
[24] Politics in Africa 
  Read: van de Walle (2002) "Africa's Range of Regimes." JofD 13(2): 66-80. 
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[25] Politics in the Middle East 
[26] Overview of Asia 
[27] Politics and development 
  Read: Sorensen ch5 
[28] Politics in India and South Asian Countries 
  Read: Sumit Ganguly (2007) “Six Decades of Independence” JoD 18(2) (read until p.36) 
[29] Politics in East Asia 
  Read: Mahler ch14 
 
 
7. Course Schedule  
 
May 11 (Mon): [1] on Zoom at 9AM. [2][3] 
May 12 (Tue): [4][5]     Daily Quiz#1  HW1 given (due 5/15) 
May 13 (Wed): [6][7]      Daily Quiz#2 
May 14 (Thu): [8][9]      Daily Quiz#3  HW2 given (due 5/17) 
May 15 (Fri): [10][11][12]    Daily Quiz#4 
 
May 18 (Mon): Midterm exam at 9AM. [13][14]  Daily Quiz#5  HW3 given (due 5/21) 
May 19 (Tue): [15][16]     Daily Quiz#6 
May 20 (Wed): [17][18][19]     Daily Quiz#7  HW4 given (due 5/23) 
May 21 (Thu): [20][21][22]    Daily Quiz#8 
May 22 (Fri): [23][24]     Daily Quiz#9  HW5 given (due 5/26) 
 
May 25 (Mon): Memorial Day--No class 
May 26 (Tue): [25][26][27]     Daily Quiz#10 
May 27 (Wed): [28][29]     Daily Quiz#11   
May 28 (Thu): Final exam at 9AM 
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