
 
PSCI 3600 Section 1: Comparative Politics 

Fall 2014 
  Dr. Ko Maeda (pronounced: ma-eh-dah) 
Office: 135 Wooten Hall 
Office Phone: 940-565-2337 
Email: ko@unt.edu 
Web: http://politicalscience.unt.edu/~maeda/ 

 

Class Time and Location: 
  Tuesday/Thursday, 9:30-10:50am 
  GATE 132 
Office Hours: 
 Tuesday/Thursday, 2:00-3:30pm 

 

  Teaching Assistant: Mr. Jinrui Xi (Office Hours: TR, 8-9:30am, WH171; Email: JinruiXi@my.unt.edu) 
 
 
1. Course Description 

Comparative politics is a sub-field of political science that examines the world's different political 
systems in order to gain (1) a deeper understanding of politics in specific countries and (2) generalized 
knowledge about political phenomena. Comparison is a method to achieve both goals. 

This course is designed to introduce students to key concepts and themes of comparative politics. 
At the same time, students will also increase their factual knowledge of politics in foreign countries. 
Learning basic facts and history is an indispensable component for the completion of this course.  

Students are encouraged and expected to keep abreast of current political events in foreign 
countries by checking newspapers, news magazines, TV news, or news websites regularly. Quizzes may 
include questions from current events. 
 
2. Course Objectives 
By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

• Understand major concepts of comparative politics 
• Understand basic facts about the government and politics of several foreign countries 
• Understand the basic logic of the methods of comparative political analysis 

 
3. Required Texts 
• Gregory S. Mahler. 2012. Principles of Comparative Politics. Pearson. ISBN: 9780205852529 

• Arend Lijphart. 2012. Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six 
Countries, 2nd ed. Yale University Press. ISBN: 9780300172027 

• Georg Sorensen. 2007. Democracy and Democratization: Process and Prospects in a Changing World, 
3rd ed. Westview Press. ISBN: 9780813343808 

* There are several more articles for additional reading. They are available on-line and linked from 
Blackboard (learn.unt.edu). 

 
4. Requirements & Evaluation 
  Exams   60% 
  Homework  20% 
  Quizzes  20% 
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• Exams    There will be four exams including a cumulative final exam. The one with the lowest score 
will not count, and each of the three best ones will make up 20% of your course grade. Hence, if you are 
satisfied with your first three exams, you do not have to take the final. Since you can drop one exam, 
makeup or rescheduled exams will not be given unless most extreme and unusual circumstances force you 
to miss two. The instructor has the discretion to decide whether and when a makeup exam will be granted. 
If you arrive significantly late for an exam, your exam score will be penalized. 
 
• Quizzes    There will be an undetermined number of unannounced quizzes during the semester. 
Questions come from lectures and current events. Three lowest quizzes will be dropped; and thus there 
will be no makeup quizzes. 
 
• Homework    There will be many homework assignments. They are typically turned in on-line on 
Blackboard (learn.unt.edu). Deadlines and requirements will be announced in class. Late submissions will 
be penalized. 
 
• Extra credits    No additional extra credit assignments will be offered to individual students. Please don’t 
even ask. 
 
Grading Scale (this is tentative and subject to change) 
  A   90-100% 
  B   80-89.9% 
  C   70-79.9% 
  D   60-69.9% 
  F     0-59.9% 
 
5. Rules and Advice 
• This course is primarily lecture based, and the lectures will not closely follow the texts. Hence it is 
crucially important to attend class regularly and take good notes in order to succeed in this course. 
• Although role is not taken, beware of unannounced quizzes.  
• The instructor's lecture notes are not available to students. It is students' responsibility to obtain class 
notes from a classmate for missed classes. 
• Your lowest one exam and three quizzes will be dropped. But it is advised to save them for emergent 
events. Also, if you want to leave town earlier in the final week, you should take the first three exams and 
do well. 
• The instructor may make announcements using UNT’s Bulk Mail system which delivers emails to 
students’ EagleConnect accounts. 
• Disruptive behavior is not tolerated. Cell phones must be turned off during the class. 
• The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at 
UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance 
to comment on how this class is taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students. 
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===================== 
Course drop information: see schedule at – 
http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html 
 
Policies on academic dishonesty: 
http://www.vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm 
 
 

Department Statement of ADA compliance 
 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students 
with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you 
with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding 
your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA 
notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any 
delay in implementation.  

Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must 
meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information 
see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also 
contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 
 
 
 

University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science 
POLICY ON CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM 

 
The UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline defines cheating and plagiarism as the  

use of unauthorized books, notes, or otherwise securing help in a test; copying others' tests,  
assignments, reports, or term papers; representing the work of another as one's own; 
collaborating without authority with another student during an examination or in preparing 
academic work; or otherwise practicing scholastic dishonesty. 

Normally, the minimum penalty for cheating or plagiarism is a grade of "F" in the course.   
In the case of graduate departmental exams, the minimum penalty shall be failure of all fields of 
the exam.  Determination of cheating or plagiarism shall be made by the instructor in the course, 
or by the field faculty in the case of departmental exams. 

Cases of cheating or plagiarism on graduate departmental exams, theses, or dissertations 
shall automatically be referred to the departmental Graduate Studies Committee. Cases of 
cheating or plagiarism in ordinary coursework may, at the discretion of the instructor, be referred 
to the Undergraduate Studies Committee in the case of undergraduate students, or the Graduate 
Studies Committee in the case of graduate students. These committees, acting as agents of the 
department Chair, shall impose further penalties, or recommend further penalties to the Dean of 
Students, if they determine that the case warrants it. In all cases, the Dean of Students shall be 
informed in writing of the case. 

Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid 
down in the UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline. 
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University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science 

POLICY ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 
The Political Science Department adheres to and enforces UNT’s policy on academic integrity 
(cheating, plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage).  
Students in this class should review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), which may 
be located at http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-
Academic_Integrity.pdf.  Violations of academic integrity in this course will addressed in 
compliance with the penalties and procedures laid out in this policy. Students may appeal any 
decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the UNT The UNT Policy 
Manual Section 18.1.16 “Student Standards of Academic Integrity 
 
Acceptable Student Behavior: 
 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional 
forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the 
classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and 
Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  
The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including 
university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student 
Conduct can be found at https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct.  
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6. Lecture Topics & Readings 
 
This course consists of the following 29 sections. A tentative schedule is shown on the next page.  
(“JofD” stands for Journal of Democracy -- available on-line) 
 
[1] Introduction 
[2] Facts about the countries around the world 
  Read: Mahler, the 2nd full paragraph on p.9 to the first paragraph on p.10 
[3] The comparative method 
  Read: Mahler ch1, esp. pp.5-12 
[4] Constitutions and ideologies 
  Read: Mahler ch2 
[5] Majoritarian and consensus democracy 
  Read: Lijphart ch1-3 
[6] Executive 
  Read: Mahler ch4 & Lijphart ch6-7 
[7] Legislature 
  Read: Mahler ch3 & Lijphart ch11 
[8] Electoral systems 
  Read: Lijphart ch8 
[9] Interest groups 
  Read: Mahler ch7 (until p.164) & Lijphart ch9 
[10] Political parties and party systems 
  Read: Mahler ch7 (on and after p.165) & Lijphart ch5 
[11] Judiciary 
  Read: Mahler ch5 (on and after p.118) & Lijphart pp.212-218. 
[12] Federalism 
  Read: Lijphart ch10 
[13] Politics in the U.K. 
  Read: Mahler ch9 
[14] Politics in France 
  Read: Mahler ch10 
[15] Politics in Germany  
  Read: Mahler ch11 
[16] Politics in Canada 
  Read: Mahler ch12 
[17] Democracy and non-democracy 
  Read: Sorensen ch1 
[18] Democratization 
  Read: Sorensen ch2 
[19] Overview of Latin America 
[20] Comparing presidential and parliamentary systems 
  Read: Stepan & Skach (1993) "Constitutional Frameworks and Democratic 

  Consolidation." World Politics 46(1): 1-22.  (available on-line) 
[21] Politics in Mexico 
  Read: Mahler ch15 
[22] Overview of Russia and former communist countries 
[23] Politics in Russia 
  Read: Mahler ch13 
[24] Politics in Africa 
  Read: van de Walle (2002) "Africa's Range of Regimes." JofD 13(2): 66-80. 
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[25] Politics in the Middle East 
  Read: To be provided 
[26] Overview of Asia 
[27] Politics and development 
  Read: Sorensen ch5 
[28] Politics in India and South Asian Countries 
  Read: Sumit Ganguly (2007) “Six Decades of Independence” JoD 18(2) (read until p.36) 
[29] Politics in East Asia 
  Read: Mahler ch14 
 
 
7. Tentative Schedule  
 
Week 1 (8/26,28):  
 Tues [1][2] 
     Thurs [2] 
Week 2 (9/2,4):  
     Tues [2][3] 
     Thurs [3][4][5] 
Week 3 (9/9,11):  
     Tues [6] 

Thurs [6] 
Week 4 (9/16,18):  
 Tues [6][7] 
     Thurs EXAM 1 
Week 5 (9/23,25):  
     Tues [8] 
     Thurs [8][9] 
Week 6 (9/30; 10/2):  
     Tues [9][10] 
     Thurs [10][11] 
Week 7 (10/7,9):  
     Tues [12][13] 
     Thurs [13][14] 
Week 8 (10/14,16):  
     Tues [14][15] 
     Thurs [15][16] 
 

Week 9 (10/21,23):  
     Tues EXAM 2 
     Thurs [17] 
Week 10 (10/28,30): 
 Tues [18] 

Thurs [19][20][21] 
Week 11 (11/4,6):  
     Tues [21][22] 
     Thurs [22][23]  
Week 12 (11/11,13):  
     Tues [23][24] 
     Thurs [25] 
Week 13 (11/18,20):  
     Tues [26][27] 
     Thurs EXAM 3 
Week 14 (11/25,27):  
     Tues [28] 
 Thurs No class--Thanksgiving 
Week 15 (12/2,4):  
     Tues [28][29] 
     Thurs [29]; Exam 3 will be returned 
 
Please see the Registrar’s website for the schedule 
of the Final Exam

 
 
 
 

 6 


