
PSCI 1050.010 
American Government: Process and Policies 

Fall 2014 
 
Dr. Ko Maeda (pronounced: ma-eh-dah) 
  Office: 135 Wooten Hall 
  Email: ko@unt.edu 
  Office Phone: 940-565-2337 
  Political Science Phone: 940-565-2276 

    Office Hours: Tues/Thurs, 2:00-3:30pm 
   

Class Time and Location: 
Tues/Thurs, 3:30-4:50pm 
Wooten Hall 222 

 
 
 

● Teaching Assistant: Ms. Gabriela Gorescu <GabrielaGorescu@my.unt.edu> 
Office Hours: Wed/Fri, 2:00-3:30pm, WH 354 

 
● Supplemental Instructor (SI Leader): Ms. Audry Salvador <adrianasalvador@my.unt.edu>  

Office Hours: TBA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Course Description 
 
 This is one of two courses on American and Texas government required by state law. 
This 1050 course focuses on the processes and policies, in contrast to the 1040 course that deals 
mainly with the structure of government. Government can make decisions that greatly influence 
our lives. Thus it is important that we understand how government works—more specifically, 
how individuals’ preferences are formed, how they are transmitted to the political system, and 
how they influence the outcomes of government policy. We will take a social scientific approach 
to examine the mechanism behind American politics and policies. 

 

For technical problems on Blackboard <learn.unt.edu>, please contact 
the Helpdesk. 

• 940-565-2324 
• helpdesk@unt.edu 
• Sage Hall 130 
• https://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/ 

 
All students of this course should have access to their EagleConnect 
email and Blackboard. There will be an extra credit opportunity during 
the first week to make sure they can access both. 
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2. Course Objectives 
 
By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

• Understand the roles of public opinion, interest groups, and political parties in American 
and Texas politics. 

• Understand electoral processes of the national and state levels. 
• Understand basic issues and concepts of public policies and policy making process. 
• Understand how course topics affect being personally and socially responsible. 

 
3. Required Text 
 
Ginsberg, Lowi, Weir, & Tolbert. We the People: An Introduction to 
American Politics. Ninth Texas Edition. ISBN: 978-0-393-92111-3  
 
 
4. Requirements & Evaluation 
 
    Exams  60% 
    Online quizzes 20% 
    In-class quizzes 20% 
 

• Exams    There will be four exams including a cumulative final exam. The lowest one will be 
dropped, and each of the three best ones will make up 20% of the course grade. Thus, if you are 
satisfied with your grade before the final exam, you do not have to take the final. Makeup exams 
will be given only under most extreme and unusual circumstances and at the discretion of the 
instructor. All makeup exams will be conducted on December 4th—no exceptions. 

 Rules about exams: 

 Headphones and sunglasses are not allowed. Baseball caps must be turned backwards. 
 No restroom breaks. If you leave the classroom for any reason, you are not allowed to 

come back. Please bring tissues and/or cough drops with you. 
 No entry after the first student finishes and leaves the room. 
 All electronic devises must be turned off and placed in your bag or under your seat. 

 

• Online quizzes    There will be 10 online quizzes (see the schedule on p.6). You will see 
questions and submit answers on Blackboard <learn.unt.edu>. Questions will be posted on 
Thursday evening or Friday, and they are due before the next class (Tuesday at 3:30pm). Late 
submissions will be accepted with penalty for a week, but the submission box will be closed after 
that. 

• In-class quizzes    There will be an undetermined number of unannounced in-class quizzes 
during the semester. They are typically conducted at the end of a class, and you can see your 
notes to answer them. Three lowest quizzes will be dropped; and thus there will be no makeup 
quizzes. 
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• Extra credits    When extra credits are offered, they are for all students. No additional 
assignments will be offered to individual students. Please don’t even ask. 
 
Grading Scale (this is tentative and subject to change) 
  A   90-100% 
  B   80-89.9% 
  C   70-79.9% 
  D   60-69.9% 
  F     0-59.9% 
 
 
5. Rules and Advice 
 
• Although role is not taken, beware of unannounced quizzes.  
• The instructor's lecture notes are not available to students. It is students' responsibility to obtain 
class notes from a classmate for missed classes. 
• Your lowest exam and three in-class quizzes will be dropped. But it is advised to save them for 
emergent events. 
• The instructor may make announcements using the UNT’s Bulk Mail system which delivers 
emails to students’ EagleConnect accounts. 
• Disruptive behavior is not tolerated. Cell phones must be turned off during the class. 
• Your grade is not negotiable. Unless there is a calculation error on my part, I do not change 
students’ grades after they are finalized. I have never done it in my career, and I will never do it 
as long as I am in this profession. If you want to earn a certain grade, work hard before exams, 
not afterwards. 
• I reserve the right to modify this syllabus by providing you with sufficient advance notice of 
changes in class and on Blackboard. You are responsible for any changes that may occur during 
the course of the semester. 
• The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized 
classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, 
providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught.  I am very interested in the 
feedback I get from students. 
 
Supplemental Instruction 
A Supplemental Instruction (SI) component is provided for all students who want to improve 
their understanding of the material taught in this course. SI sessions are led by a student who has 
already mastered the course material and has been trained to facilitate group sessions where 
students can meet to compare class notes, review and discuss important concepts, develop 
strategies for studying, and prepare for exams. Attendance at SI sessions is free and voluntary. 
Students may attend as many times as they choose. SI sessions begin the second week of class 
and continue throughout the semester. A session schedule will be announced in class. For 
information about the program, and session schedule/updates, visit: http://learningcenter.unt.edu/ 
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===================== 
Course drop information: see schedule at – 
http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html 
 
Policies on academic dishonesty: 
http://www.vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm 
 
 

Department Statement of ADA compliance 
 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students 
with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you 
with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding 
your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA 
notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any 
delay in implementation.  

Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must 
meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information 
see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also 
contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 
 
 
 

University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science 
POLICY ON CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM 

 
The UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline defines cheating and plagiarism as the  

use of unauthorized books, notes, or otherwise securing help in a test; copying others' tests,  
assignments, reports, or term papers; representing the work of another as one's own; 
collaborating without authority with another student during an examination or in preparing 
academic work; or otherwise practicing scholastic dishonesty. 

Normally, the minimum penalty for cheating or plagiarism is a grade of "F" in the course.   
In the case of graduate departmental exams, the minimum penalty shall be failure of all fields of 
the exam.  Determination of cheating or plagiarism shall be made by the instructor in the course, 
or by the field faculty in the case of departmental exams. 

Cases of cheating or plagiarism on graduate departmental exams, theses, or dissertations 
shall automatically be referred to the departmental Graduate Studies Committee. Cases of 
cheating or plagiarism in ordinary coursework may, at the discretion of the instructor, be referred 
to the Undergraduate Studies Committee in the case of undergraduate students, or the Graduate 
Studies Committee in the case of graduate students. These committees, acting as agents of the 
department Chair, shall impose further penalties, or recommend further penalties to the Dean of 
Students, if they determine that the case warrants it. In all cases, the Dean of Students shall be 
informed in writing of the case. 

Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid 
down in the UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline. 
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University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science 

POLICY ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 
The Political Science Department adheres to and enforces UNT’s policy on academic integrity 
(cheating, plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage).  
Students in this class should review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), which may 
be located at http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-
Academic_Integrity.pdf.  Violations of academic integrity in this course will addressed in 
compliance with the penalties and procedures laid out in this policy. Students may appeal any 
decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the UNT The UNT Policy 
Manual Section 18.1.16 “Student Standards of Academic Integrity 
 
Acceptable Student Behavior: 
 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional 
forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the 
classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and 
Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  
The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including 
university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student 
Conduct can be found at https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct.  
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6. Lecture Topics & Readings 
 
This course consists of the following sections.  

[1] Introduction 
[2] Public Opinion (Ch.6) 
[3] The Media (Ch.7) 
[4] Political Participation and Voting (Ch.8) 
[5] Political Parties (Ch.9) 
[6] Campaigns and Elections (Ch.10) 
[7] Groups and Interests (Ch.11) 
[8] Parties and Elections in Texas (Ch.21) 
[9] Government and the Economy (Ch.16) 
[10] Social Policy (Ch.17) 
[11] Public Policy in Texas (Ch.27) 
[12] Foreign Policy and Democracy (Ch.18) 
 
 
7. Tentative Schedule  
 
Week 1 (8/26,28):  
 Tues [1] 
     Thurs [2] 
Week 2 (9/2,4):  
     Tues [2] Online quiz (1) due 
     Thurs [2][3] 
Week 3 (9/9,11):  
     Tues [3] Online quiz (2) due 

Thurs [3][4] 
Week 4 (9/16,18):  
 Tues [4]  Online quiz (3) due 
     Thurs [4] 
Week 5 (9/23,25):  
     Tues EXAM 1 
     Thurs [5] 
Week 6 (9/30; 10/2):  
     Tues [5]  Online quiz (4) due 
     Thurs [5][6] 
Week 7 (10/7,9):  
     Tues [6]  Online quiz (5) due 
     Thurs [6][7] 
Week 8 (10/14,16):  
     Tues [7]  Online quiz (6) due 
     Thurs [7] 
 

Week 9 (10/21,23):  
     Tues EXAM 2 
     Thurs [8] 
Week 10 (10/28,30): 
 Tues [8]  Online quiz (7) due 

Thurs [9] 
Week 11 (11/4,6):  
     Tues [9][10]  Online quiz (8) due 
     Thurs [10]  
Week 12 (11/11,13):  
     Tues [10][11]  Online quiz (9) due 
     Thurs [11] 
Week 13 (11/18,20):  
     Tues [11]  Online quiz (10) due 
     Thurs EXAM 3 
Week 14 (11/25,27):  
     Tues [12] 
 Thurs No class--Thanksgiving 
Week 15 (12/2,4):  
     Tues [12] 
     Thurs Reserved for makeup exams 
 
Please see the Registrar’s website for the schedule 
of the Final Exam
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