
PSCI 3700.002: Japanese Politics 
Spring 2014 

 
Dr. Ko Maeda (pronounced: ma-eh-dah) 
  Office: 135 Wooten Hall 
  Office Phone: 940-565-2337 
  Email: ko@unt.edu 
  Web: http://politicalscience.unt.edu/~maeda 

 
 

Class Time and Location: 
Mon/Wed/Fri, 2:00-2:50pm 
BLB 035 

Office Hours:  
     Mon/Wed,11am-noon & Fri, 8:50-9:50am 

 
 

1. Course Description 
 
 This is a course on the government and politics in Japan with emphasis on elections and 
political parties in the post-World War II era. The unique experience of Japan since the mid-19th 

century—the rapid modernization since the 1860s, the external aggression that lasted until 1945, 
the postwar economic “miracle,” decades of one-party rule, and the sudden economic slump in 
the 1990s—sometimes leads us to think that Japan is a mysterious country that cannot be 
understood in a comparative perspective. In this class, we will seek to remove the veil of mystery 
and “make sense of Japan” from a comparative politics framework. There will be discussions on 
current political events in Japan from time to time. 

 
2. Course Objectives 
 
By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

• understand the historical and social background of the modern political system of Japan. 
• understand the basic structure of the LDP-dominant politics in the post-WW2 era. 
• understand the recent changes of the political and economic systems since the 1990s. 

 
3. Required Texts 
 

• Louis D. Hayes. 2008. Introduction to Japanese Politics, 5th edition. M.E. Sharpe. ISBN: 
978-0-7656-2279-2 

• Frances McCall Rosenbluth & Michael F. Thies. 2010. Japan Transformed: Political 
Change and Economic Restructuring. Princeton University Press. ISBN: 9780691135922 

      (Readings other than these books will either be available on-line or distributed in class.) 
 
 
4. Requirements & Evaluation 
 
    Midterm Exam 20% 
    Final Exam  25% 
    Homework  15% (5% each) 
    Paper  20% 
    Quizzes  20% 
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• Exams    There will be a midterm exam and a cumulative final exam. The format of the exam 
will be announced in advance. Makeup exams will be given only under most extreme and 
unusual circumstances and at the discretion of the instructor. If you arrive significantly late for 
an exam, your exam score will be penalized. Questions on current political events in Japan may 
be included in the exams. 

• Homework    There will be three small assignments which will not take too much time. Your 
work should be uploaded to Blackboard <learn.unt.edu>. Late work will be downgraded 
significantly. Detailed instructions about the assignments will be distributed later. 

• Paper    You are going to write a paper on Japanese politics. There will be specific 
requirements on the structure and contents of the paper, which will be explained in a handout to 
be distributed later. Both a hard copy and an electronic copy must be turned in. Late work will be 
downgraded significantly. 

• Quizzes    There will be an undetermined number of unannounced quizzes during the semester. 
Questions come from lectures and readings. Three lowest quizzes will be dropped; and thus there 
will be no makeup quizzes. 
 
• Extra credits    No additional extra credit assignments will be offered to individual students. 
Please don’t even ask. 
 
 
Grading Scale (this is tentative and subject to change) 
  A   90-100% 
  B   80-89.9% 
  C   70-79.9% 
  D   60-69.9% 
  F     0-59.9% 
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5. Rules and Advice 
 
• Although role is not taken, beware of unannounced quizzes.  
• The instructor's lecture notes are not available to students. It is students' responsibility to obtain 
class notes from a classmate for missed classes. 
• Your lowest three quizzes will be dropped. But it is advised to save them for emergent events. 
• In completing the homework and the paper, technical malfunctions (e.g., computer viruses, disk 
crash, printer problems) do not necessarily constitute acceptable excuses for lateness. Always be 
sure to save your work and make backups and leave yourself enough time to deal with 
unexpected problems. 
• The instructor may make announcements using the UNT’s Bulk Mail system which delivers 
emails to students’ EagleConnect accounts. 
• Disruptive behavior is not tolerated. Cell phones must be turned off during the class. 
• The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized 
classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, 
providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught.  I am very interested in the 
feedback I get from students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
=====================  
Course drop information: see schedule at – 
http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html  

Policies on academic dishonesty: http://www.vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm  

Department Statement of ADA compliance 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide 
you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion 
regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, 
however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the 
semester to avoid any delay in implementation.  

Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet 
with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see 
the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also 
contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.  
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University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science 

POLICY ON CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM 
The UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline defines cheating and plagiarism as the use of 
unauthorized books, notes, or otherwise securing help in a test; copying others' tests, assignments, reports, 
or term papers; representing the work of another as one's own; collaborating without authority with 
another student during an examination or in preparing academic work; or otherwise practicing scholastic 
dishonesty.  

Normally, the minimum penalty for cheating or plagiarism is a grade of "F" in the course. In the case of 
graduate departmental exams, the minimum penalty shall be failure of all fields of the exam. 
Determination of cheating or plagiarism shall be made by the instructor in the course, or by the field 
faculty in the case of departmental exams.  

Cases of cheating or plagiarism on graduate departmental exams, theses, or dissertations shall 
automatically be referred to the departmental Graduate Studies Committee. Cases of cheating or 
plagiarism in ordinary coursework may, at the discretion of the instructor, be referred to the 
Undergraduate Studies Committee in the case of undergraduate students, or the Graduate Studies 
Committee in the case of graduate students. These committees, acting as agents of the department Chair, 
shall impose further penalties, or recommend further penalties to the Dean of Students, if they determine 
that the case warrants it. In all cases, the Dean of Students shall be informed in writing of the case.  

Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the UNT 
Code of Student Conduct and Discipline.  
 

University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science 

POLICY ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

The Political Science Department adheres to and enforces UNT’s policy on academic integrity (cheating, 
plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage). Students in this class 
should review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), which may be located at 
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf. 
Violations of academic integrity in this course will addressed in compliance with the penalties and 
procedures laid out in this policy. Students may appeal any decision under this policy by following the 
procedures laid down in the UNT The UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16 “Student Standards of 
Academic Integrity  

Acceptable Student Behavior:  
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at 
UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the 
instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether 
the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student 
conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion 
groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr.
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6. Lecture Topics & Readings 
 
This course consists of the following sections. “R&T” stands for Rosenbluth & Thies (2010). Readings 
other than Hayes and R&T will be either provided in class or made available on-line. Short readings may 
be added occasionally. 
 
[1] Introduction 
 
[2] People and history 
 Hayes ch1 (pp.11-17); ch8 (skim) 
 R&T ch2 
 Kenichi Ohno (2006) The Economic Development of Japan, Ch2 
 
[3] The Meiji Regime 
 Hayes ch1 (pp.17-28) 
 R&T ch3 (pp.32-42) 
 
[4] The road to destruction 

Sumio Hatano & Sadao Asada (1989) “The Japanese Decision to Move South (1939-1941)” in 
Robert Boyce and Edmund Robertson (eds), Paths to War: New Essays on the Origins of the 
Second World War (New York: St. Martin's Press). 

 We will also watch two videos: "The road to war" and "The world at war, Japan: 1941-45" 
 
[5] The early post-war years 
 Hayes ch2 
 R&T ch3 (pp.42-52) 
 
[6] The structure of government 
 Hayes ch3 
 
[7] Party politics until the 1980s 
 R&T ch4 

Ko Maeda (2012) “An Irrational Party of Rational Members: The Collision of Legislators' Re-
election Quest with Party Success in the Japan Socialist Party.” Comparative Political Studies 
45(3): 341-65. 

 
[8] Postwar Political Economy 
 R&T ch5 
 Hayes ch9 
 Chalmers Johnson (1982) MITI and the Japanese Miracle. Ch1. 

Yukio Noguchi (1998) “The 1940 System: Japan under the Wartime Economy.” American 
Economic Review 88 (2). 

 
[9] Political reforms in the 1990s 
 R&T ch6 
 Hayes ch6 (skim) 
 
[10] New Political Economy 
 R&T ch7 
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[11] Political participation 
 Hayes ch7 
 
[12] The Koizumi years and the 2005 election 
 Ko Maeda (2006) “The general election in Japan, September 2005” Electoral Studies. 
 There may be another reading TBD. 
 If time permits, we will watch a movie “Campaign” (2007) directed by Kazuhiro Soda. 
 
[13] Post-Koizumi years and the 2009 election 

Ellis S. Krauss & Robert J. Pekkanen (2010) “The Rise and Fall of Japan’s Liberal Democratic 
Party” The Journal of Asian Studies.  
Ko Maeda (2010) “Factors behind the Historic Defeat of Japan’s Liberal Democratic Party in 
2009” Asian Survey. 

 
[14] The DPJ administration and the 2012 election 
 Reading TBD 
 
[15] Education 
 Hayes ch10 
 
[16] Public safely 
 Hayes ch11 
 
[17] Foreign relations 
 Hayes ch12 & ch13 
 R&T ch8
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7. Tentative Schedule  
 
Week 1 (1/13,15,17):  
 Mon [1] 
     Wed [2] 
     Fri [2] 
Week 2 (1/22,24; no class on Monday):  
     Wed [2] 
     Fri [2][3] 
Week 3 (1/27,29,31):  
 Mon [3] 
     Wed [3] 
     Fri [4] 
Week 4 (2/3,5,7):  
     Mon [4] 
     Wed [4] 
     Fri [4] 
Week 5 (2/10,12,14):  
     Mon [5] 
     Wed [5]; Homework 1 due (at 5pm) 
     Fri [5][6] 
Week 6 (2/17,19,21):  
     Mon [6] 
     Wed [6] 
     Fri Midterm Exam 
Week 7 (2/24,26,28):  
     Mon [7] 
     Wed [7] 
     Fri [7] 
Week 8 (3/3,5,7):  
     Mon [8]; Homework 2 due (at 5pm) 
     Wed [8] 
     Fri [8] 

Week 9: Spring Break! 
Week 10 (3/17,19,21): 
 Mon [8][9] 

Wed [9] 
Fri [9] 

Week 11 (3/24,26,28):  
     Mon [10] 
     Wed [10] 
     Fri [10][11] 
Week 12 (3/31;4/2,4):  
     Mon [11] 
     Wed [12] 
     Fri [12] 
Week 13 (4/7,9,11):  
     Mon [12] 
     Wed [13]; Homework 3 due (at 5pm) 
     Fri [13] 
Week 14 (4/14,16,18): 
     Mon [13] 
     Wed [13][14] 
 Fri [14] 
Week 15 (4/21,23,25):  
     Mon [14]; Paper due (in class) 
     Wed [15] 
     Fri [16] 
Week 16 (4/28,30; no class on Friday):  
     Mon [17] 
     Wed [17] 
 
Please see the Registrar’s website for the schedule 
of the Final Exam.
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Timeline 
 

1603-1867 The Tokugawa Shogunate 
1853 Commodore Matthew Perry's visit  

1868 The Meiji Restoration 

1889 The Meiji Constitution was promulgated (in effect 1890-1947) 
1890 The first parliament convened 

1894-95 The First Sino-Japanese War 
1895 Taiwan was ceded from China to Japan 
1904-05 The Russo-Japanese War 
1910 Annexation of Korea 

1925 Universal male suffrage 
1931 The Manchurian Incident 
1930s Ultra-nationalists and the military increased influence 

1937-45 The Second Sino-Japanese War 
1941-45 The Pacific War (The Attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941) 

1945 Atomic bombs on Hiroshima & Nagasaki; Surrender in August; Occupation 

began 
1947 The new constitution came into force 

1952 Independence regained; The US forces remained 
1955 The Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) was formed; "The 1955 System" began 
1956 Joined the United Nations 

1972 Normal diplomatic relationship with China was restored 
1972 Okinawa was returned 
1990s Economic trouble--"The Lost Decade" 
1993 LDP lost power for the first time (returned to power in 1994) 

2005 LDP’s landslide electoral victory 
2009 DPJ’s landslide electoral victory 
2012 LDP’s landslide electoral victory 
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Japan’s Prime Ministers under the current constitution 

1. Tetsu Katayama    (1947-1948;   282 days)  Japan Socialist Party 
2. Hitoshi Ashida    (1948-1948;   220 days)  Democratic Party 
3. Shigeru Yoshida    (1948-1954; 2251 days)  Liberal Party 
4. Ichiro Hatoyama    (1954-1956;   745 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
5. Tanzan Ishibashi    (1956-1957;     65 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
6. Nobusuke Kishi    (1957-1960; 1241 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
7. Hayato Ikeda    (1960-1964; 1575 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
8. Eisaku Sato   (1964-1972; 2798 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
9. Kakuei Tanaka    (1972-1974;   886 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
10. Takeo Miki   (1974-1976;   747 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
11. Takeo Fukuda    (1976-1978;   714 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
12. Masayoshi Ohira  (1978-1980;   554 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
13. Zenko Suzuki    (1980-1982;   864 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
14. Yasuhiro Nakasone (1982-1987; 1806 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
15. Noboru Takeshita  (1987-1989;   576 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
16. Sosuke Uno    (1989-1989;     69 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
17. Toshiki Kaifu    (1989-1991;   818 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
18. Kiichi Miyazawa    (1991-1993;   644 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
19. Morihiro Hosokawa  (1993-1994;   263 days)  Japan New Party 
20. Tsutomu Hata    (1994-1994;     64 days)  Japan Renewal Party 
21. Tomiichi Murayama   (1994-1996;   561 days)  Japan Socialist Party 
22. Ryutaro Hashimoto (1996-1998;   932 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
23. Keizo Obuchi    (1998-2000;   616 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
24. Yoshiro Mori    (2000-2001;   387 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
25. Junichiro Koizumi (2001-2006; 1980 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
26. Shinzo Abe  (2006-2007;   366 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
27. Yasuo Fukuda   (2007-2008;   365 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
28. Taro Aso    (2008-2009;   358 days)  Liberal Democratic Party 
29. Yukio Hatoyama   (2009-2010;   266 days)  Democratic Party of Japan 
30. Naoto Kan  (2010-2011;   452 days)  Democratic Party of Japan 
31. Yoshihiko Noda   (2011-2012;   482 days)  Democratic Party of Japan 
32. Shinzo Abe  (2012-present              )  Liberal Democratic Party 

 
#6 Kishi and #8 Sato are brothers. 
#6 Kishi and #26&32 Abe are grandfather and grandson. 
#11 Fukuda and #27 Fukuda are father and son. 
#3 Yoshida and #28 Aso are grandfather and grandson. 
#4 Hatoyama and #29 Hatoyama are grandfather and grandson. 
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