University of North Texas—Dept. of Political Science 
PSCI 2306 - US and Texas Constitutions and Institutions
Dr. Gloria Cox – On-line (Asynchronous)
PSCI 2306.707, 708, 709 - Dr. Kimi King – Recitation (In-person)

Political Science 2306 On-line Content
Professor: Gloria Cox, Ph.D  
Wooten Hall 163, Gloria.Cox@unt.edu
Other Information: Ph.D. University of South Carolina. University Distinguished Teaching Professor. Founding Dean of UNT’s Honors College, Associate Department Chair, Associate Professor.
A Message from your professor: I am honored to be your professor, and I look forward to a great semester and hope you have one too. One in which you learn a great deal, one that you enjoy, and in which you are successful. Even though I will come to you as a recording, I am a real person, and you are welcome to connect with me if I can be of help to you. I am also the department’s internship advisor, and if you are interested in learning more, please see me. I look forward to your messages. 

Course Structure
This course is divided between the online lectures and other lessons provided each week and a recitation section. I will provide a lesson for each week that you will be able to access at the time of your choosing. You will also be required to attend a recitation session each week to discuss the topics being covered.  There are fifteen weeks in the semester, and I will open a new module for you each week. 

How to Be Successful in this Course 
You are my student and I am committed to your success in this class. Moreover, I am hoping you love this class and learn a great deal about American and Texas government as the semester goes along. You will have a professor for your recitation section, too. They will do a great job for you and help you succeed.
Please read the following reminders about my availability and how to contact me.

1. I hold office hours each week. This semester I plan to be in the office on Tuesday mornings from 9 until Noon and on Wednesday afternoon from 3 until 4. You do not need an appointment or an urgent issue to stop by the office and introduce yourself and chat. I will be able to answer questions about the online materials, and your recitation professor will provide support for your assignments in that section.

2. Please try to keep up in the class. Getting behind is the enemy of success. In this class, that means checking the schedule for each week and seeing all the things listed under the Read, Watch & Listen section and all those under the Complete These section. To learn more about campus resources and information on how you can be successful at UNT, go to Succeed at UNT (https://www.unt.edu/success/) and explore Wellness. (https://www.unt.edu/wellness/) To get all your enrollment and student financial-related questions answered, go to scrappysays.unt.edu.

Course Objectives:
· Provide a foundational understanding of the political institutions that shape American and Texas governments.
· Examine the historical context, evolution, interactions, and dynamics between institutions, along with their roles in shaping policy and governance for both federal and state government.
· Foster critical thinking and analytical skills using normative and empirical political science around contemporary issues.
· Equip students with the knowledge and skills to engage in informed discussions about political processes, policymaking, and the protection of civil rights and civil liberties.

Course Goals:
· Understand the structure and functions of the American and Texas political systems, including the roles of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches.
· Explore the principles and concepts underlying the U.S. Constitution and the Texas Constitution, highlighting democratic rule and federalism.
· Examine the division of powers between federal and state governments in the context of Constitutional governance.
· Analyze the functions and responsibilities of the U.S. Congress and the Texas legislature, in the lawmaking process.
· Investigate the role of the bureaucratic apparatus at both federal and state levels, and evaluate its influence on policy.
· Study the structure, jurisdiction, and decision-making processes of the U.S. and Texas courts, focusing on their impact on legal interpretation and precedent.
· Explore the historical struggles and legal developments related to civil rights, addressing issues of discrimination, equality, and affirmative action, including the importance of the Fourteenth Amendment in providing equality.
· Examine the protection of civil liberties and civil rights, including the Bill of Rights and the importance of the First Amendment rights, due process privacy rights, and the rights of the criminal defendant. 
· Develop analytical skills by critically evaluating the work of the legislatures, executive, and judicial branches.
· Study landmark legislative debates, executive and administrative actions, as well as Supreme Court decisions that have shaped political institutions.
· Enhance written and verbal communication skills through class discussions, assignments, and presentations on topics related to political institutions.

Course evaluation: Grade Scale & Percentages A=90+; B=80-89.9; C=70-79.9; D=60-69.9 F=0-59.9

60% of 2306 grades come from on-line material (Dr. Cox)
1) 19 SOOMO Webtext chapters and questions (100 points each chapter) = 15% (Dr. Cox)
2) 14 Weekly post-tests (multiple choice-variable points) = 15% (Dr. Cox)
3) Mid-term exam - 1st half – Chps. 1-9 & online content (multiple choice-variable points) = 15% (Dr. Cox)
4) Final exam - 2nd half – Chps. 10-19 & online content = 15% (Dr. Cox)

40% of 2306 grades come from in-class recitations (see your in-person recitation instructor) (Jason Buono, Dr. Chad King, or Dr. Kimi King).

On-Line Course Modules

Every week for the online course has a module. In it you will find your online lectures, video, SOOMO Webtext assignments, and a post-test quiz (short quiz that asks you about the Webtext, lectures, and videos. You have one week to complete the module, and all modules are open beginning the first day of the semester. If you want to work ahead, you may, be sure you are ready for the in-class activities because they use the material in the Webtext. The PowerPoint notes for all the lectures is in a Module on Canvas (PowerPoint Notes).

SOOMO Webtext requires either the purchase of a passkey from a bookstore, your you can purchase it for a lower price through the quick start set of instructions and link to complete your payment under the “Welcome and Course Introduction-Dr. Cox”.  The questions you answer for the Webtext do NOT have unlimited chances. 
· Normal questions--3 attempts
· Investigations questions--2 attempts
· Chapter quizzes--2 attempts

Questions include multiple choice questions. response board questions, and poll questions. You must answer all questions to get full credit. If you do not want to give your opinion on the response board questions, type in anything and save the assignment as private. 

Post-test quizzes have a variable number of points (200 total-every question 2 points). Some quizzes count more than others because there is more content in those weeks. If a quiz has more questions, that means it is worth “more” as a percentage of the grade in the post test assignments (see below for what each week is worth).

	Post Test
	Points
	% of Assignment Group
	% of Overall Course Grade

	Week 1
	6
	3.0%
	0.5%

	Week 2
	14
	7.0%
	1.1%

	Week 3
	10
	5.0%
	0.8%

	Week 4
	20
	10.0%
	1.5%

	Week 5
	16
	8.0%
	1.2%

	Week 6
	16
	8.0%
	1.2%

	Week 7
	20
	10.0%
	1.5%

	Week 8
	10
	5.0%
	0.8%

	Week 10
	20
	10.0%
	1.5%

	Week 11
	10
	5.0%
	0.8%

	Week 12
	20
	10.0%
	1.5%

	Week 13
	10
	5.0%
	0.8%

	Week 14
	18
	9.0%
	1.4%

	Week 15
	10
	5.0%
	0.8%

	Total
	200
	100.0%
	15.0%



Mid-term exam (15%) covers ONLY Chps. 1-9 in the Soomo Webtext and all Dr. Cox lectures and online videos covered in on-line modules Weeks 1-8.  Everyone takes the mid-term exam during Week 9 of the Syllabus (Oct. 12-16). See your in-class recitation instructor for details and scheduling. 

Final exam (15%) – overs only second half of course and it is NOT cumulative - Chps. 10-19 in the Soomo Webtext and all Dr. Cox lectures, and online videos. PLEASE NOTE: There was an administrative error in the scheduling of finals and so the Department of Political Science MOVED your final to Week 16 (which is technically the week before finals (remember, it’s not technically a final (only the last half of the course) and it is exempt under UNT Policy because it only meets one day per week. YOU MUST SEE YOUR in-person professor about those arrangements. All 2306 recitation courses are doing that. 




Political Science 2306 In-person Content (Recitation)
Professor: Kimi King, JD/PhD 		
Office Hours: M/W – 3-5pm in-person 148 Wooten Hall + Zoom (by appointment) 
PSCI Phone: 940.565.2276 		Cell: 940.597.4802	 E-mail: kking@unt.edu 

Course Meeting Times, Teaching Assistants for ALL Dr. King sections
All classes meet ENV  110 - 1704 W Mulberry St, Denton TX 76205
PSCI 2306.707	M 10:10am-11am
PSCI 2306.708	W 10:10am-11am
PSCI 2306.709	W 11:15am-12:05pm

Teaching Assistants (Students whose last name begins A-L): Catarina Bezerra
Office hours:   TBA 
 Wooten Hall + Zoom (online by appointment) 
Office Phone: 940.565.2276
E-mail:  CatarinaRoseBezerra@my.unt.edu 

Teaching Assistants (Students whose last name begins M-Z): JP Kandissounon
Office hours: Mon. & Weds. 12:30-3 pm
 Wooten Hall + Zoom (online by appointment) 
Office Phone: 940.565.2276
E-mail:  JeanPhilippeKandissounon@my.unt.edu 

Required Materials (Also needed for Online Course) 

1) Canvas – All materials for our one-day per week class are online under combined sections of PSCI 2306.707, 708, 709 and you are registered for PSCI 2306.450 (course # at the Registrar and for the online content by Dr. Gloria Cox) and then we meet in individual in-person sessions. Call the Student Help Desk if you are having computer or technology issues (e.g. having trouble with email, taking quizzes, etc.). Always fill out a “remedy ticket” to document the problem. UIT Helpdesk—Phone: (940) 565-2324—See website for hours; Email: helpdesk@unt.edu. 

2) Soomo Webtext (all one bundle – only one book) – Central Ideas in Government, Jocelyn Evans & Kristy Michaud; Texas Politics, James Henson and the Texas Politics Project; UNT Workbook. Price: $78.75 ISBN (978-1-963859-42-3) 

Only an online version available on Canvas and needed for the Webtext assignments. You purchase the code for your section either: 
· Online in Canvas with a credit card (cheapest option), and we can help first day of class; or 
· At a bookstore (check prices, more expensive), they give you a “passkey” & you enter it online. 
· Do not buy on Amazon as students have been tricked by fraudsters. 
· If you are a veteran, please see Dr. King about obtaining a Webtext sponsorship.
There is a three week free trial for the Webtext, and then you must buy it for assignments. If your financial aid takes more than 3 weeks, see us so we can contact the Financial Aid Office or make arrangements. 

3) Texas Tribune – News source – free online. A link with questions about current events is sent to your Canvas inbox, every day (Monday-Friday), but not school holidays (Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving week, Spring Break), reading day, and finals week. All quizzes are open notes on Canvas. There are 11 quizzes scheduled, I will drop your lowest score (if you miss one, have a bad week, forget, etc.) (so your grade is based on 10 quizzes). You will have two attempts to take each quiz-the highest score is used for that quiz. There is a quiz bank, so you will not get the exact same set of questions the second time. 

4) iClicker Polling – Required equipment-Smartphone, laptop or personal computer for iClicker-a student response system to answer questions, take polls, and real-time in class to reinforce material and engage more with learning (it helps with exams and quizzes too). It is free to UNT students. Download the app for iOS and Android. If you have used iClicker before, use the SAME account-do not create a second account-reset your password. Enter your name exactly as it appears in Canvas. We begin the first week of class. 

SEE YOUR TA for help
PSCI 2306.707_Mon. 10:10-11am  - ENV 110
https://join.iclicker.com/NVMN 
[image: QRCODE for students to join their section of the class, check which section you are in.
]
PSCI 2306.708 _ Weds 10:10-11am  - ENV 110
https://join.iclicker.com/AMIT
[image: QRCODE for students to join their section of the class, check which section you are in.

]
PSCI 2306.709 _ Weds 11:15-12:05pm - ENV 130
https://join.iclicker.com/GIZB 
[image: QRCODE for students to join their section of the class, check which section you are in.
]

5) Simulations-in-class activities and assignments - Throughout the semester, students participate in three interactive, in-class simulations designed to connect constitutional principles, political institutions, civil liberties and rights, and public policy to contemporary issues. These activities emphasize critical thinking, teamwork, public speaking, evidence-based argumentation, and the application of course concepts to real-world debates. Students work individually and in groups to analyze competing viewpoints, develop policy positions, have structured discussions, and make decisions similar to those faced by elected officials, judges, and policymakers.

40% of 2306 grade comes from PSCI 2306 Recitations sections 707, 708 and 709 (Dr. King)
1) 7-Texas Tribune quizzes - online, open note = 10% (Dr. King)
2) Class iClicker questions - in class weekly all semester = 15% (Dr. King)
3) 3 Recitation-In-class activities / Simulations = 15% (5% each one) (Dr. King)

In-Person Course Policies:

1. My teaching philosophy relies on a “taxpayer theory” of education. You should take full advantage of the democracy you paid for with your tuition dollars. As a member of the community, you have rights and responsibilities, and there are policies in place to help with the smooth functioning of government (this class). You have the right of redress of grievances and for assistance resolving issues and getting the most of your tax dollars. All materials encourage student engagement for developing an “active citizenry”. Materials (including Dr. Cox and my notes) are copyrighted and on-line. No one is authorized to sell, distribute, or otherwise make available any course products for economic benefit and will be subject to legal penalties and disciplinary action. 

2. If you have Office of Disability accommodations, email Dr. King the first two weeks of class so we can meet privately and briefly to be sure your needs are met.

3. This course relies on technology for assignments, readings, quizzes, etc. You need your EUID and password to access Canvas. Messages are only sent to your my.unt.edu account and Canvas Inbox. We cannot send grades to outside emails for legal reasons. If you have trouble with computer access, you must contact the UNT Help Desk. If you have problems with a personal computer, go to a university computer facility where someone can assist you. I reserve the authority to change assignments if there are technological glitches. 

4. Consult and sign the policy regarding academic honesty that is on Canvas. Having other students do your work, collaborating on quizzes or exams, unauthorized use of Artificial Intelligence (AI), and clicking in for others are all grounds for sanctions under UNT’s policy. We will have a candid conversation about this.

5.  The schedule below outlines the topics, readings, and assignments. All material must be completed by the date assigned. Do not wait until the last minute. Even if there is no assigned reading or assignments, you are expected to attend class every day (we only meet once per week people, come on!)!

6. There are several "do not disturb policies". If you bring food or drink to class with you, dispose of it properly. If you are late or leave early, please do not disturb others. In class, silence and remove all devices – including headphones. Students who have complaints about others' disruptive behavior should talk to their classmate, their TA, or myself. Sanctions for disruption include: moving you to a different seat, asking you to leave, dropping you from the class, or giving you an "F". Any student creating a material and substantial disruption will be asked to leave temporarily or permanently if warranted. 

7. This course discusses some of the most difficult issues of our time, and we engage about our political rights and freedoms, as well as deeply personal issues. I may not explicitly provide trigger warnings when discussing discomfiting material. We all have varying political beliefs, and we can respectfully disagree to focus on the principles involved. You have the right to express your beliefs freely and openly without fear of reprisal when you speak with others in class. No one in this class will be censored or limited in their free speech rights, unless it creates a material and substantial disruption to the order and discipline of the class.

8. Laptop computers during in-class lectures are welcome for note taking. Powerpoint notes are posted online for brief summary lectures and iClickers given in-class.

9. There are opportunities for extra credit. Guest lectures and events, television programs, films, election night watches, debates, and presidential or legislative addresses are all possibilities and vary by semester. Extra credit is announced in class, on email, or posted on Canvas. There are "expiration dates" for the extra credit, so watch due dates. I also give “Good Citizen” extra credit for those who bring things to our attention to correct confusion or misinformation about the class, or if you find an item for lost and found. All extra credit is added to your 7th Texas Tribune quiz so it is not included in the class average until the end. [Example: If you get a 75 on Texas Tribune Quiz 7 & have 15 points extra credit, you get a 90 for Quiz 7.

10. UNT may cancel classes for emergency reasons. Emails will be sent if that occurs. Due dates will be adjusted accordingly if there are other issues not contemplated by this syllabus.

11. While I do not have an attendance policy, we use iClicker for participation in class, real-time. You cannot make up missed iClicker questions—missing a few tends not to matter—there are so many. Systematically missing, arriving late, and leaving early harms your grade. Students should attend class regularly in person. Lectures are recorded on Zoom for those with excused absences. You cannot participate via Zoom regularly, and there are no guarantees if technology fails us. Rely on the PowerPoint notes or get notes from classmates if you do not attend. Please communicate with your TA prior to your absence if possible. Persons missing In-class activity simulations may make up ONE at the end of the semester with other students who have missed.

12. If you miss an exam or quiz, you must see me immediately. Where possible, you should contact us in advance of absences for class because participation matters with the iClicker. Make up exams will be essays covering the content of the first or second half if there is a university approved absence. Makeup Texas Tribunes will cover questions from the entire semester. 

13. Student Perception of Teaching (SPOT) is a student evaluation system allowing students to confidentially provide constructive feedback to their instructor and department to improve the quality of student experiences. The SPOT evaluation opens near the end of the semester, and you receive an email with a link (check your junk folder). I will give 2 points extra credit if 80% of the class completes the SPOT and 3 points extra credit if 90% of the class completes it (individual credit not possible-SPOT is anonymous.

14. This syllabus is not a contract, and I reserve the authority to change requirements by providing you with reasonable notice (typically 24-48 hours) of changes in class and on Canvas. Stay engaged! 

iClicker daily questions and polls (“Clicking In”):
We use iClicker to encourage dynamic interaction in class where questions & polls are asked and you answer by “clicking in”. The first question is typically in the first 5 minutes of class and the last as class ends. Log in to your app as soon as class starts so you don’t miss any questions. Getting off your app and texting or surfing the web slows you down, so you may miss questions. Your grade is a percentage of “clicks in” and correct answers. You get partial credit even if you have the wrong answer. We set up iClicker and begin first day. See us immediately if your technology fails. 

Texas Tribune
To understand the political system and current events, we read the Texas Tribune (free online) for a Texas perspective on politics. These are also used for in-class activities. Links to news articles are emailed through Canvas, Monday-Friday (none weekends, Labor Day, Thanksgiving, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, spring break, Reading Day, etc.). If you forward UNT email to another server which fails, you are still responsible for the material. There are “hints” on the daily email that are a list of questions about the article to think about the topic. If you can answer the questions in the hints, you will do well on the quizzes. Do not send us answers to the questions, use them to study. There are 10 online quizzes (20 multiple choice and true/false questions per quiz). You have 25 minutes, open notes, with two attempts per quiz (we take the highest score). Note: there are 11 Texas Tribune quizzes, and we drop your lowest score for the 10 counted in your grade. Quizzes are available on Canvas by Friday, 5pm and due Sunday night by 11:59 pm. If you take the quiz a second time, it has different questions because it’s a test bank.

In-Class Activity Assignments
Throughout the semester, students participate in three (3) structured in-class team activities designed to apply course concepts to contemporary political issues. These activities emphasize critical thinking, communication, civic engagement, and collaborative problem-solving. Working in assigned teams, students analyze current political controversies, evaluate competing perspectives, debate policy alternatives, and develop evidence-based recommendations. Topics include constitutional amendments, federalism disputes, civil rights and civil liberties controversies, legislative decision-making, presidential powers, and the role of the courts. These issues are also connected to current Texas and national politics (which is why you read the Texas Tribune). Students are expected to come prepared, actively participate in discussions, contribute to their team's work, and demonstrate respectful engagement with differing viewpoints.

Course Schedule-See “Work at a glance summary spreadsheet” too!

*All assignments due according to dates and times below - on Canvas. 
*M/Tu/W/Th/F/Sa/Su refer to days of the week
*XC refers to Extra Credit Opportunity 
*All Recitations (in-person classes) are once per week. Inform the TA or Dr. King if you need to be remote for health, emergency, or university approved reasons.
*All readings should be completed by the start of class on the day it is assigned below. 
 
Week 1 – Aug 17 - 21
Lecture: Introduction to all things political!
Welcome to all politics all the time: Course requirements, expectations, policies, and pro-tips for success 
Online Reading & Assignments: Syllabus, Canvas requirements, Webtext instructions, read iClicker info, visit Texas Tribune website
Assignment:
Canvas - “Start here” and “Getting Set for Success” modules (use the Tutorial if needed)
Sign-up and use iClicker the first day of class
Get Soomo Webtext online (cheaper than bookstore) 
Texas Tribune hints begin Weds. Aug. 19. See my.unt.edu email (or junk folder), See us asap if not received.

Week 2 – Aug 24 - 28
Lecture: What were the Framers thinking??
Online Reading & Assignments: 
· Soomo Webtext Chp. 1 The Founding and the Constitution 
· Soomo Webtext Chp. 3 Workbook: Constitution 

Assignment:
Texas Tribune Quiz #1 – Due: Sun Aug 30, 11:59 Canvas (covers Wed-Fri Aug 19-21, Mon-Fri Aug 24-28)

Week 3 – Aug 31– Sept 4
Lecture: You Call This Democracy? 
Online Reading & Assignments: 
Soomo Webtext Chp. 2 Texas: The Constitution 

Assignment:
In-class activity Assignment #1: Propose or oppose a constitutional amendment - federal legislature
Inform Dr. King if you have religious holiday observances during the semester requiring a class absence

Week 4 – Sept 8 – 11 (Labor Day-Sept 7-no UNT classes or Texas Tribune for that Mon.)
Lecture: Uncle Sam versus the Nifty Fifty (PSCI 2306.707, check out the notes online)
Online Reading & Assignments:
Soomo Webtext Chp. 4 Federalism 
Soomo Webtext Chp. 5 Workbook: Federalism
Assignment:
Texas Tribune Quiz #2–Due: Sun Sept 13, 11:59 Canvas (covers Mon-Fri Aug 31-Sept 4, Tues-Fri, Sept 8-11)

Week 5 – Sept 14 - 18
Lecture: The Liberties You Have (Not)
Online Reading & Assignments: Soomo Webtext Chp. 6 Civil Liberties
Assignment: 
· Texas Tribune Quiz #3 – Due: Sun Sept 20, 11:59 Canvas (covers Mon-Fri Sept 14-18)

Week 6 – Sept 21 - 25
Lecture: Freedom for Me, but not for Thee
Online Reading & Assignments: Soomo Webtext Chp 7 Workbook: Civil Liberties
Assignment:
In-Class Activity Assignment #2: Haters Gonna Hate: Universities and Hate Speech

Week 7 – Sept 28 – Oct 2
Lecture: Whose Rights are These Anyway?
Online Reading & Assignments: 
· Soomo Webtext Chp. 8 Civil Rights
· Soomo Webtext Chp. 9 Workbook: Civil Rights
Assignment: 
Texas Tribune Quiz #4 – Due: Sun Sept 27, 11:59 Canvas (covers Mon-Fri Sept 21-25, Mon-Fri Sept 28 - Oct 2)

Week 8 – Oct 5 – 9
Lecture: Devolving Rights 
Assignment:
Get ready for exam 
Texas Tribune hints this week on Texas Tribune Quiz #5 after exam

Week 9 – Oct 12 – 16 EXAM #1- 331 Sage Hall-Computer Testing Center 
Mon Oct 12 and Weds Oct 14 – 9am-9pm-covers Soomo Webtext Chps. 1-9 [Closed book but one 8-½ x 11-inch piece of paper, writing on both sides allowed, and Lockdown Browser]

Week 10 – Oct 19 – 23 
Lecture: I'm Just a Bill
Online Reading & Assignments: 
Soomo Webtext Chp. 10 Congress
Soomo Webtext Chp. 11 Workbook: Legislatures 

Assignment:
Texas Tribune Quiz #5 – Due: Sun Oct 25, 11:59 Canvas (covers Mon-Fri Oct 5-9, Mon-Fri Oct 19-23)
Sat. Oct. 24 - XC Act as Bailiff (instructions provided) for the UNT Moot Court team Round ‘Em Up competition. Up to 5 points extra credit for working 2 (two) 45-minute sessions (first come, first serve).
EARLY VOTING BEGINS! 

Week 11 – Oct 26 – 30 
Lecture: Blue Dogs and Yellow Dogs: What do Canines have to do with anything in Texas?
Online Reading & Assignments: 
Soomo Webtext Chp. 12 Texas: The Legislature 
Assignment:	
In-Class Activity Assignment #3: Should there be term limits for members of Congress

Week 12 – Nov 2 - 6
Lecture: Separate Institutions Sharing Power? 
Online Reading & Assignments: 	
Soomo Webtext Chp. 13 The Presidency
Soomo Webtext Chp. 14 Workbook: The Presidency
Assignment:
Texas Tribune Quiz #6 - Sun Nov 8, 11:59 Canvas (covers Mon-Fri Oct 26-30, Mon-Fri Nov 2-6)
ELECTION DAY-XC-Tues-Mid-term election results-watch 30 minutes of coverage after 8pm (CST)

Week 13 – Nov 9 - 13
Lecture: Wrapped up in Red Tape 
Online Reading & Assignments: 
Soomo Webtext Chp. 15 Texas Executive
Soomo Webtext Chp. 16 Bureaucracy
Soomo Webtext Chp. 17 Workbook: The Bureaucracy
Assignment:
In-Class Activity Assignment #4: Curbing Presidential Enthusiasm

Week 14 – Nov 16 - 20
Lecture: The Supremes at the Crossroads
Online Reading & Assignments:  
· Soomo Webtext Chp. 18 The Judiciary
· Soomo Webtext Chp. 19 Workbook: The Courts
Assignment:
Texas Tribune Quiz #7 - Sun Nov 22, 11:59 Canvas (covers Mon-Fri Nov 9-13, Mon-Fri Nov 16-20) (note this is due on Sunday night after Thanksgiving break has started – see TA if you are unable to get this done).
· XC - SPOT Evaluations begin-see UNT email (check junk mail)

Week 15 – Nov 23 – 27 THANKSGIVING WEEK-No Class-No Texas Tribune

Week 16 – Nov 30 – Dec 4 – FINAL EXAM-PLEASE NOTE THIS IS NOT FINALS WEEK BUT THE WEEK RIGHT AFTER THANKSGIVING BREAK!
Assignment: 
· Final exam because of Registrar error, exams are being held the week before during class time. More details to follow.
· Mon/Weds makeups for anyone missing ONE In-Class Activity Assignment
· Mon Makeup Texas Tribune for one quiz. Those who missed 2 or more quizzes, you may only make up ONE.
· Covers PSCI 2306 Online Material, Soomo Webtext Chps. 10-19 [Closed book but one 8-½ x 11-inch piece of paper, writing on both sides allowed, and Lockdown Browser].

Week 17- Sat. Dec. 7-Dec. 11 Finals for everyone at UNT except you because you took it early!

University of North Texas Policies-University-wide Policies

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO F-1 VISA HOLDERS
Federal regulations state that students may apply only 3 fully-online semester credit hours (SCH) to the hours required for full-time status for F-1 Visa (DOC) holders. Full-time status for F-1 Visa students is 12 hours for undergraduates and 9 hours for graduate students. You should check with your academic advisor if you have questions.

Academic Integrity Standards (UNT Policy 06.003): Academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. Unauthorized use of artificial intelligence is also prohibited for assignments, materials, or any other class work which is used as part of a grade. Consult with your professor about what constitutes “unauthorized use”. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University

The UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline defines cheating and plagiarism as the use of unauthorized books, notes, or otherwise securing help in a exam; copying others' exams, assignments, reports, or term papers; representing the work of another as one's own; collaborating without authority with another student during an examination or in preparing academic work; or otherwise practicing scholastic dishonesty. 

The misuse of iClicker is considered a violation of academic integrity and will be treated as cheating. For this class, iClicker is to be used as a learning tool. Misuse includes, but is not limited to, submitting answers for someone who is not in attendance in class, having someone else submit answers for you when you are absent from, or any other use of iClicker by which you are not submitting your own work in class.

The Political Science Department adheres to and enforces UNT’s policy on academic integrity (cheating, plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage), Office of Disability Accommodations requirements, prohibitions on discrimination, and . Students in this class should review UNT policy. Violations of academic integrity in this course will addressed in accordance with University policy.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Policy: UNT makes reasonable academic accommodations for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class (see the UNT ODA website). 

Prohibition of Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation (UNT Policy 16.004): UNT prohibits discrimination and harassment because of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, or any other characteristic protected under applicable federal or state law in its application and admission processes; educational programs and activities; employment policies, procedures, and processes; and university facilities. The University takes active measures to prevent such conduct and investigates and takes remedial action when appropriate.

Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, & Assault (UNT Policy 16.005): UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. If you (or someone you know) experience any of these acts of aggression, know that you are not alone. Title IX prohibits discrimination, harassment, and assault based on sex and gender. UNT has staff trained to support you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, and helping with legal protective orders, and more. 

Emergency Notification & Procedures: UNT uses the “Eagle Alert” system to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials.

Acceptable Student Behavior: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer you to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. 

Policy Regarding Class Recordings & Student Likenesses: Synchronous (live) sessions in this course will be Zoom recorded for students who have university approved absences. Class recordings are the intellectual property of the university or instructor and are reserved for use only by students in this class for educational purposes. Students may not post or otherwise share the recordings outside the class, or outside the Canvas Learning Management System in any form. Failing to follow this restriction is a violation of the UNT Code of Student Conduct and could lead to disciplinary action.

University of North Texas-Professor Kimi King policy

Policy on Artificial Intelligence (AI) for all written materials submitted for this class

My teaching philosophy is based on a taxpayer theory of education which promotes 21st Century information literacy skills for training the next generation. I encourage the effective and responsible use of AI tools such as ChatGPT, Bing Chat, Gemini, Bard, and Grammarly, etc. to facilitate learning and collaboration. These tools enhance your intellectual work and efficiency, leverage data and information capacity, and increase your understanding about the world around us. It does not replace learning, reviewing information, processing and writing material in ways that verify the validity and accuracy of your work. It does not replace thinking critically about what you are reading and writing by cutting and pasting into a document. You do not learn material you do not process to understand. Your future employer is not looking to hire you for that. You should use it and then lose it. Remember you are going to HAVE to TALK about it and explain it in class. You should understand it so you don’t look like a bot. I’m going to ask questions. 

Any verbatim copying and pasting of these tools' output and presenting it as your original work to fulfill the assignment is considered plagiarism and constitutes a violation of UNT’s Academic Integrity Policy. For more information on UNT’s evolving training, check out AI Resource Hub.

Collaboration Policy & Research Teams

· You may collaborate when studying to discuss ideas, share insights, and gather information relevant to the assignment using AI tools.
· Each student must always author their own original written material for assignments.

AI Usage & Documentation Requirements: You are permitted to use AI tools according to the following guidelines. UNT policy leaves AI usage at the discretion of each department. Our department does not have one. Under no circumstances should you assume that my class policy applies to any other class here, or at another university.

· Origination of Ideas: You may use AI to generate ideas and brainstorming sessions.
· Organizing Arguments: AI can assist in structuring your arguments and organizing information.
· Summarizing Material: AI may help in summarizing key points from documents and concepts, particularly in bullet points or concise formats. 
· Accountability: You alone are responsible for all inaccurate information generated through AI or provided to you by your team. You should always get sources and verify those sources. AI likes to hallucinate. You are responsible for verifying all information in your assignment.
· Editing: AI tools such as Grammarly may be used for grammar and spelling corrections.
· As this is a policy that is in a beta testing phase, I reserve the authority to alter the substance or procedures regarding its implementation. 


University of North Texas – UNT Resources 

UNT’s Dean of Students offers a range of on- and off-campus resources to support survivors, depending on their unique needs. We have Student Advocates who can be reached at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students 940-565-2648. You are not alone. We are here to help.

Incomplete (I) Information for Federal/State Laws: Requests for Incompletes (I) at any time during the semester can be made to the Dean of Students office, Title IX Coordinator, or Survivor Advocate due to circumstances regarding Title IX (Including Pregnancy & Parenting), the Americans with Disabilities Act or Active Duty Military in compliance with federal and state laws. All efforts will be made to accommodate student needs as the highest priority. It is the responsibility of the student to contact the instructor and meet the expectations to ensure completion of the course within the one year extension and follow Registrar guidelines. 

Physical and Mental Health Resources: UNT provides physical and mental health resources to students to ensure there are numerous outlets to turn to for the care you need, regardless of the issue or its severity. If you are experiencing any health issues please seek medical attention from the Student Health and Wellness Center (940-565-2333 or your health care provider PRIOR to coming to campus. While participation is important, your health and wellness are more important. Below are on-campus resources to support your academic success and mental well-being:

1. Student Health and Wellness Center, 1800 Chestnut St., Denton, TX 76201 (940)-565-2333
M-Th: 8:00am-5:00pm / F 9am-5pm - Telehealth appointments available 

2. Counseling and Testing Services (free of charge to UNT students), 801 N. Texas Blvd, Suite 140 Denton, Tx 76210, Suite 140 (940)-565-2741 (M-F: 8:00am-5:00pm) - Telehealth appointments available 

3. UNT CARE Team (940) 565-2648 careteam@unt.edu: https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care.

4. Psychiatric Services (940) 565-2333 

5. Individual Counseling* (940) 369-8773 

*These Services are free of charge to UNT students 
If at any time you are feeling lonely or having thoughts of self-harm, consider reaching out;
-NATL Suicide Hotline: 800-273-8255
-Denton County MHMR Crisis Line: 800-762-0157
-Denton Count Friends of the Family Crisis Line: (940)-382-7273
-UNT Mental Health Emergency Contacts:
● During Office Hours (M-F 8am-5pm): (940)-565-2741
● After Hour Calls: (940)-565-2741
● Crisis Text Line: Text CONNECT to 741741 
● Live Chat for suicide prevention

If you are concerned, anxious, or nervous about reaching out on your own, please feel free to reach out to Dr. King so we can work through this together. I can make referrals that can help guide you through the process in difficult times. I repeat, you are not alone. There is always a path forward.
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