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LING 4050: Morphology & Syntax            Spring 2015 

 

Instructor: Dr. Konstantia Kapetangianni 

Time: Tu/Th 3:30PM – 4:50PM 

Location: General Academic Building 317 

Office: Lang 408J   Office Hours: Tu/Th 1:30PM – 3:00PM and by appt. 

Email: Konstantia.Kapetangianni@unt.edu 

 

 

Course prerequisite: LING 3060 (Principles of Language Study) 

 

 

Course Goals & Objectives 

 

This course will introduce students to the foundations of morphological and syntactic analysis, 

providing descriptive and analytical techniques for understanding the internal structure of words, 

phrases and clauses. We will use these foundations to organize linguistic data, find patterns and 

solve problems in typologically different morphological and syntactic systems and assess 

theoretical constructs in linguistics. More specifically, the course will explore in detail many 

structural properties that are common across different languages, even those that clearly do not 

share a common recent past. A simple example: all languages have specific strategies to ask 

questions that make them different from affirmative sentences (e.g. English uses special question 

words — ‘who’, ‘what’ and so on — as most languages do). In order to explain this and many 

other common properties of human language, a scientific hypothesis that has been explored in 

depth is that a large part of human knowledge of language is biologically determined, and maybe 

innate.  

 

 

Required Textbooks 

 

Aronoff, Mark & Kirsten Fudeman. (2010). What is Morphology? (2nd edition). Wiley-

Blackwell. 

 

Tallerman, Maggie. (2014). Understanding Syntax (4
th

 edition). Routledge. 

  

 

Additional Recommended Textbooks 

For Morphology: 

Haspelmath, Martin & Andrea D. Sims. (2010). Understanding Morphology (2nd edition). 

London: Hodder Education. 

 

For Syntax: 

Carnie, Andrew. (2012). Syntax: A Generative Introduction (3rd edition). Wiley-Blackwell. 

van Valin, Robert D. Jr. (2001). An Introduction to Syntax. Cambridge University Press.  
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Course credit requirement and grading 

� Class Attendance & Participation  10pts   

� In class group presentation  10pts 

� Weekly Homework Assignments  40pts 

� 1 Midterm exam 20pts  

� 1 Final exam  20pts 

 

 

Attendance & Participation 

Attendance in class is expected ☺! Absences will be excused and not counted toward the grade 

only in the case of illness, accident, personal tragedy, or travel for academic functions and should 

be communicated to the instructor in advance wherever possible. Students should provide proper 

official documentation in order to have absences excused for the reasons mentioned above. You 

will be allowed three unexcused absences. Additional unexcused absences will result in poor 

grades for participation.  

To achieve the best possible grade for participation you should come to every class, complete all 

weekly assigned readings, come prepared to discuss the texts you have read, and volunteer your 

ideas in discussion. Even if you do not understand a reading, you can participate by asking 

questions!!! 

 

 

Readings and lecture notes: 

Students are expected to have read all assigned readings before class. Lecture notes based on the 

reading and the class lecture will also be provided after each class on BB as an aid to 

understanding the textbook and readings. The lecture notes are just a skeletal treatment of the 

lecture, however, and are not a substitute for the class lecture or the reading. Students will be 

learning about a new field of study in this class, therefore some of the materials and concepts 

may seem fairly complex. In such cases, students should read the assigned readings and go over 

the lecture notes multiple times. Students are expected to bring the course textbook and assigned 

readings in class sessions on the days that they are discussed. 

 

 

Extra Credit 

There are no extra credit assignments for this course. If you miss a significant portion of class (3 

or more classes), you may submit a make‐up assignment. Please contact me when you have 

missed, or know you will miss, 3 or more classes. 

 

 

Coursework 

Homework Assignments 

 

� There will be several problem-solving homework assignments. They will include 

problems that require you to account for various morphological & syntactic phenomena 

from different languages. 

� Homework must be presented in class to the instructor on the days that they are due. 

They will be assessed for completeness. No late homework will be accepted. If you 
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cannot present to me a homework due to illness, the weight of the grade will fall on the 

remaining homeworks, provided advanced notice and proper documentation of illness is 

given. 

� The homework assignments will give you a good sense of what goes into the exams. 

 

 

Group Presentation 

We will have group presentations in class (2 - 3 students in each group) on topics of students’ 

choice and interest. These group presentations will be given over the course of the semester and 

should not take longer than 20-25 minutes each. Students will be allowed to choose their topic 

and content of the presentation. For example, the presentation may involve summarizing a 

linguistics article related to morphology or syntax topics covered in class. In this case, it will 

involve reading the article carefully to fully understand the argument, creating an outline, and 

writing a cogent summary of the main points. Another possibility for a group presentation may 

involve collecting linguistic data from a language other than English focusing on a particular 

morphological or syntactic property and analyze the data using the tools we will be learning in 

class.  

All presentations should come with a handout; the handout must be submitted to me via email a 

week before the day of the presentation. It should have the following structure: (i) introduction: 

theoretical assumptions and main hypotheses, (ii) data and methods, (iii) results, (iv) discussion: 

implications for hypotheses and beyond. 

Your group presentation will be graded (a total of 10pts) for: content (presentation/discussion of 

the main points of the article/or the data set; 2.5pts), structure (well structured, clear and easy to 

follow presentation; 2.5pts), explanation (explanation of empirical results or terminology & 

technical notions; 2.5 pts) and creativity (use of questions/activities/exercises to engage your 

fellow class members in discussion; 2.5 pts). 

 

 

Class behavior (instructor’s policy) 

Be on time! Please make every effort to get to class on time. It is important that you don’t arrive 

late or leave early. Repeated late arrival will result in loss of points in your attendance grade. 

Refrain from using electronic devices in class! Please avoid using cell phones or other 

electronics during class time. It is disruptive for the instructor and your fellow classmates!  

Be respectful! Avoid eating, sleeping, chatting or working on other classes.  

 

 

Class behavior (University policy) 

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 

opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional 

forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the 

classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and 

Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  

The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including 

university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of 

Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr  
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Academic Integrity 
Please make sure that all the work you submit in this course is your own!!! 

It is your responsibility to know the definitions and consequences of plagiarism, cheating etc. as 

outlined in the Code of Student Conduct and Discipline, available in the Undergraduate Catalog 

and online at 

http://catalog.unt.edu/content.php?catoid=5&navoid=244#Student_Standards_of_Academic_Inte

grity 

 

 

Disability Accommodation Statement 

“The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 

disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 

Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide 

you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion 

regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, 

however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester 

to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 

accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 

implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability 

Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 

940.565.4323.” 

 

Students with any special needs or disabilities (including learning disabilities) should inform me 

of their needs as soon as possible so that proper accommodations can be made. 

 

LING 4050: Morphology & Syntax 

 

Weekly Plan: Notice that assigned readings should be completed before the scheduled class day. 

Week Date Topics Assigned Readings; Due 

dates 

Week 1 Jan 20 Setting the stage: Course 

Introduction & Film: Discovering the 

Human Language: Part I  – 

Colorless Green Ideas 

 

Section I: 

Morphology 

Jan 22 Morphology & Morphological 

Analysis  

Textbook Ch. 1 

Week 2 Jan 27 Words & Lexemes  Textbook Ch. 2 

 Jan 29 cnt’d Textbook Ch. 2 

Homework due 

Week 3 Feb 3 Morphology & Phonology Textbook Ch. 3 

 Feb 5 cnt’d Textbook Ch. 3 

Homework due 

Week 4 Feb 10 Derivation & Lexicon Textbook Ch. 4 
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 Feb 12 cnt’d  Textbook Ch. 4 

Homework due 

Week 5 Feb 17 Inflection  Textbook Ch. 6 

 Feb 19 cnt’d Textbook Ch. 6 

Homework due 

Week 6 Feb 24 Morphology & Syntax Textbook Ch. 7 

 Feb 26 cnt’d Textbook Ch. 7 

Homework due 

Week 7 

Section II: 

Syntax 

Mar 3 ‘How Language Works’&  

Video: Linguistics as a Window to 

Understanding the Brain by Steven 

Pinker. 

 

Pinker, The Language 

Instinct, Ch. 4. 

Video available on 

YouTube 

 Mar 5 Foundational issues: 

1. The biological basis of human 

language knowledge: The innateness 

hypothesis.  

2. Why languages are so strikingly 

similar: Universal Grammar. 

3. Description and explanation: 

Explanatory vs. descriptive 

adequacy. 

4. Principles and Parameters: 

Individual grammars and particular 

languages. Why Prescriptive rules 

don’t count. 

5. Grammaticality vs. acceptability 

The competence vs. performance 

distinction. 

Chomsky  

Week 8 Mar 10 Identifying Word classes Textbook Ch. 2 

 Mar 12 Midterm Exam  

Week 9 Mar 17-

19 
Spring Break  

Week 10 Mar 24 How do we identify constituents? 

How to draw a tree  

Textbook Ch. 5 

 Mar 26 Looking inside sentences Textbook Ch. 3 

Homework due 

Week 11 Mar 31 cnt’d Textbook Ch. 3 

 Apr 2 Heads & their dependents Textbook Ch. 4 

Homework due 

Week 12 Apr 7 cnt’d Textbook Ch. 4 
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 Apr 9 Relationships within the clause  Textbook Ch. 6 

Week 13 Apr 14  cnt’d Textbook Ch. 6 

 Apr 16 Structural Relations: 

- Dominance 

- C-command 

Binding Theory 

Carnie Ch. 5 

Homework due 

Week 14 Apr 21 Processes that change grammatical 

relations 

Carnie Ch. 4 

 

 Apr 23 DP Movement Carnie Ch. 10 

Homework due 

Week 15 Apr 28 Wh-constructions: Questions & 

relative clauses 

Textbook Ch. 8 

 Apr 30 Wh-movement  Carnie Ch. 11 

Homework due 

Week 16 May 5 Islands – Ross Constraints  J. R. Ross 

(1967) Constraints on 

Variables in Syntax.  

 May 7  Course evaluation: what we have 

learned so far! 
Last class day 

 

 

Useful resources/links for Syntax  

 

Blackwell Linguistic Compass 

http://linguistics-compass.com/syntax-morphology/ 

 

Lingbuzz (papers on syntax) 

http://ling.auf.net/lingBuzz 

 

50 Years of Linguistics at MIT (see the videos on syntax and semantics) 

http://ling50.mit.edu/ 

 

MIT Working Papers in Linguistics 

http://mitwpl.mit.edu/ 

 

EALING archives (videos and handouts, EALING stands for Ecole d'Automne de Linguistique) 

http://ealing.cognition.ens.fr/ealing2012/site/PreviousEalings 

 

The syntax of natural language: An online introduction using the Trees program  

Beatrice Santorini , Anthony Kroch  

http://www.ling.upenn.edu/~beatrice/syntax-textbook/index.html 
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World Atlas of Language Structures (online database - it can be addictive to start playing with 

this) 

http://wals.info/ 

 

Syntactic Structures of the World’s Languages (online database) 

http://sswl.railsplayground.net/ 

 

The AFRANAPH Project (online database) 

http://www.africananaphora.rutgers.edu/ 

 


