MUJS 2410.002/5361.002		Fall 2024
AURAL SKILLS III (FOR JAZZ STUDIES MAJORS)
MW 8:00-8:50 | Room 262
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Instructor: Kai Wagner	Mentoring Professor: Rodney Booth
Email: KaiWagner@my.unt.edu	Email: Rodney.Booth@unt.edu
Office: TBD	Office: Annex 121
Office Hours: by appointment	Office Hours: TBA



Note: This is a newer course, and as a result, the material will be adjusted through the semester to best serve students.

Course Philosophy:
	Aural Skills are exactly that: skills. Everyone that can “hear things” has worked to harness and develop that skill to be used in their musical careers. That means that however innate a musician’s ability is to identify and communicate what they hear, the way they can learn and expand on that ability affects their overall musical ability as they progress in their artistry.
	For any current music student, whether they plan on playing, teaching, researching, recording, or otherwise engaging with music, aural skills are essential. In jazz or any other improvisatory and collaborative style, the extent to which we can skillfully identify elements of music aurally can improve our ability to act, react, and respond to others in real time. As a student, developed aural skills can help us to appreciate more elements of this music, transcribe more quickly, and ultimately rely more heavily on our intuition and emotion to transcend what is on a piece of paper.
	This class, combined with Music Theory III, is designed to develop the student’s ability to identify a broad range of musical elements found in jazz music. Although this course will be regularly relating aural phenomena to theoretical frameworks, this course will be focused on creating an emotionally intuitive understanding to accompany the student’s growing knowledge of musical concepts. The following objectives enumerate the primary areas of focus for this course:

Learning objectives:
1) To improve ability to hear melody, rhythm, harmony, and form in jazz style.
2) To improve ability to sing jazz lines and rhythms.
3) To improve ability to write down the music you hear.
4) To improve ability to hear and perform the music you read.
Required Texts:
Required texts and handouts will be distributed via Canvas unless otherwise specified by the instructor.

Evaluation:
	25% Attendance and Participation
	25% Homework
	50% Tests/Presentations

Grade Scale:
A= 90-100% 
B=80-89% 
C=70-79% 
D=60-69% 
F=59% and below

Exams may include an in-class portion and may include an individual portion. Every exam may be comprehensive. Standard rounding will apply to final grades; for example, 89.4 is a B, 89.5 is an A (unless you lose the round-up for attendance).

Attendance policy:
Regular attendance is crucial to your success in this course. You may miss two class meetings with no penalty. Any additional unexcused abscences will result in a penalty of -5% of your total grade per missed class, and loss of the round-up feature in the grading scale. I expect you to arrive on time and to stay for the entire class. If you need to leave early, speak with me before class. Any exception should be discussed with the instructor beforehand and put in writing at least 24 hours in advance. 
Examples of excused absences include:
1) Those for university-sponsored activities, such as ensemble tours, which you must document in writing.
2) Extended serious illness requiring a doctor's care, which you must document in writing. Ordinary "not feeling well" does not count as extended serious illness. If you are not present when the roster is passed around to sign at the start of each class, you are absent. 

Course activities:
Each class will consist of listening, singing, transcribing, etc. Please bring music manuscript paper to each class. We will be using this to practice in class and to take quizzes/exams. Having these materials is crucial to participation in class. This will factor into your grade.
In some cases, the instructor may ask to have students complete tasks between classes to prepare for the next class period, namely continuing to practice concepts from in class, finding opportunities to apply the knowledge to music from other classes or outside of class, etc. This will also contribute to your Homework grade.

Course Topics:
This course will be roughly mirroring the timeline for Theory III. The following schedule is TENTATIVE and is subject to change.


INTRODUCTION							(8/19 – 8/21)
	8/19 – NO CLASS
	8/21 – Syllabus Day

UNIT 1 – Modes of Major and Harmonic Minor 			(8/26 – 9/11)
	Due F 9/11 @ 8a: Identification Assignment 1
	Test 1: 9/11
	Due F 9/18 @ 8a: Revision 1

UNIT 2 – Chord Qualities						(9/16 – 10/2)
	Due F 10/2 @ 8a: Identification Assignment 2
	Test 2: 10/2
	Due F 10/9 @ 8a: Revision 2

UNIT 3 – Chord Progressions					(10/7 – 10/23)
	Due F 10/23 @ 8a: Identification Assignment 3
	Test 3: 10/23
	Due F 10/30 @ 8a: Revision 3

UNIT 4 – Dictation/Transcription					(10/28 – 11/20)
	Due M 11/4 @ 8a: Transcription Choice	
	Due M 11/11 @8a: Transcription Draft
	Test 4: 11/13
	Due M 11/20 @ 8a: Final Transcription
***Thanksgiving Break***

FINAL PRESENTATIONS						(12/2 & 12/4)
	



Assignments:
There are few assignments in this course, so it is crucial that you complete them on time. They are designed to be simple and practical; not something to overthink. Late work will result in half credit.

Identification Assignments
	These assignments are the primary type of homework in this course. For each unit (excluding the last), you will find musical examples of the elements that you are learning to distinguish by ear. You will write two to three sentences about the emotional effect of the usage of that musical element in the context of the piece of music, and provide a link to that music that I can access so that I can check your work. It can be an example of music that you wrote, music you play in or out of school, music that you listen to, etc. as long as I can access it. This is designed to apply your knowledge that you learn in class as best as possible. This will be an unusual exercise for most, but will become easier as you practice this skill. This assignment is graded on completion.

Revisions
	After the instructor grades your Identification Assignment, you will receive feedback regarding which elements you were able to correctly identify in your assignment. In the event that you misidentify any elements, you will be asked to revise and resubmit your assignment at a later date to demonstrate your learning. This assignment is graded on whether you were able to understand your mistakes and rectify them.

Tests:
	Because Aural Skills are constantly ongoing and cumulative, tests in this course are designed to reflect this. All tests will be cumulative. However, if you score higher in the cumulative portion of tests 2, 3, and 4 that cover the content of the unit immediately prior than you scored on the whole test in the immediately prior unit, your previous test will be retroactively improved to be the same percentage score as that cumulative portion. This gives you one “second chance” to continue learning the material as we expand on your Aural Skills. (i.e. If you scored a 70% on Test 2, but later scored 90% on the portion of Test 3 that covers content of Unit 2, your grade for Test 2 will then be changed to 90%.)

Final Presentations: 
	At the end of the term, students will sing a transcription that they did this semester that includes the notes of a solo with bebop/blues language (as approved by the instructor), and an outline of changes played by the band. This will serve as a cumulative final to the class, combining skills acquired throughout the previous units. Singing is the only way that I can confirm as an instructor that you can hear something, and this is not the only singing you will do in class. This is not meant to be a difficult assignment. Make it only as challenging as you would like. As with anything else in life, the more you work at something, the more you can get from it, but there is no reason to overburden yourself. Make it fun!

Instructor’s expectations of the students:
1) Keep a positive attitude
2) Take responsibility for your learning in this class
3) Attend every class, arrive on time, and stay the entire time
4) Arrive for your office appointments on time
5) Work on the skills we study outside of class

What students can expect from the instructor:
1) Treat every student with respect and the expectation that every student can do well in this class
2) Begin and end class on time
3) Allow time for questions in class
4) Be prepared for class
5) To be available outside of class in the office or by email 
6) To be willing to modify what we do in class to help you learn better

Students with Disabilities:
Students with disabilities that affect their work in this class are invited to speak with the instructor privately about how to best accommodate any needs/

SPOT Evaluations:
The standard UNT SPOT evaluation will be done at the end of the course. This class is relatively new, and any suggestions for teaching methods or content will be taken into consideration. If you have comments or suggestions for improving the course before then, please let the instructor know at any time.



Academic Integrity:
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam [or specify alternative sanction, such as course failure]. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students (Office of Academic Integrity), who may impose further penalty. 
According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: 
1) The use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations;
2) Dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments
3) The acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university
4) Dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or 
5) Any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. 

The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: 
1) The knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and 
2) The knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 
For more information, visit: https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003.

Student Behavior: 
Behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. 
Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. 
The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classrooms, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. 
More information at: https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct.

Access To Information – Eagle Connect:
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account.  For more information, please visit: eagleconnect.unt.edu/. 

ODA Statement: 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. 
If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter. You can now request your Letters of Accommodation ONLINE and ODA will mail your Letters of Accommodation to your instructors. You may wish to begin a private discussion with your professors regarding your specific needs in a course. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester. For additional information see: disability.unt.edu.

UNT Policy Statement on Diversity:
UNT values diversity and individuality as part of advancing ideals of human worth, dignity and academic excellence.  Diverse viewpoints enrich open discussion, foster the examination of values and exposure of biases, help educate people in rational conflict resolution and responsive leadership, and prepare us for the complexities of a pluralistic society. 
As such, UNT is committed to maintaining an open, welcoming atmosphere that attracts qualified students, staff, and faculty from all groups to support their success.  UNT does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status in its application and admission process, educational programs and activities, employment policies and use of university facilities.
Visit: https://idea.unt.edu/diversity-inclusion.

Health and Safety Information:
Information available at:  https://music.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness.

Final Exam Schedule
Visit: https://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/fall.

Add/Drop Policy
Please be reminded that dropping classes or failing to complete and pass registered hours may make you ineligible for financial aid.  In addition, if you drop below half-time enrollment you may be required to begin paying back your student loans.  After the 12th class day, students must first submit a completed “Request to Drop” form to the Registrar’s Office. The last day for a student to drop a class in Fall 2022 is November 18.  Information about add/drop may be found in the Academic Calendar (listed above).
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