MUAS 1507.707 / 5507.703		Spring 2026
SECONDARY BASS LESSONS
Room 280A
____________________________________________________________________

Instructor: Kai Wagner	
Email: Kai.Wagner@unt.edu	
Office: Music Building 280A	
Office Hours: by appointment	

Lessons:
The semester consists of 325 minutes of lessons total. This can be divided into twelve weekly 25-minute lessons or one 25-minute lesson and six bi-weekly 50-minute lessons. Scheduling will be done individually between the student and the instructor.

Learning objectives:
1) To develop an understanding of the harmonic and melodic vocabulary of jazz.
2) To broaden the understanding and ability to express this vocabulary on an instrument.
3) To develop a theoretical knowledge through study of theory and of aural skills through practical application in repertory.
4) To apply the knowledge in real-life performance contexts.

Attendance:
Students are expected to attend class meetings regularly and to abide by the attendance policy established for the course. It is important that you communicate with the professor and the instructional team prior to being absent, so you, the professor, and the instructional team can discuss and mitigate the impact of the absence on your attainment of the course learning goals. Please inform the professor and instructional team if you are unable to attend class meetings because you are ill, in mindfulness of the health and safety of everyone in our community.
*Note: jazz bass or classical bass departmental attendance is not required.

Required Texts:
	None.

Join the International Society of Bassists at www.isbworldoffice.com 
Professor Seaton also recommends that you join the ISB. Benefits include:
-	A biannual conference featuring performances and seminars given by world class bassists 
-	A monthly publication with cutting edge information about what’s happening in the bass world
-	A rich library of music and other resources
-	Being entered into a directory of professional performing artists, luthiers, and educators
-	Lower rates on instrument insurance.
Please feel free to ask me for more information on the ISB, as I would love to be an advocate for the organization.

Evaluation:
Grading is based on student attendance/preparation/participation.

Grade Scale:
A= 90-100% 
B=80-89% 
C=70-79% 
D=60-69% 
F=59% and below

Attendance policy:
“Attendance is mandatory. Two missed lessons without advance notice and permission of the instructor will result in the grade being lowered one degree. If the instructor must miss a lesson, a makeup will be scheduled. There will be no makeup lessons for unexcused student absences. See the Departmental attendance policy above.” – Professor Seaton 

Examples of excused absences include:
1) Those for university-sponsored activities, such as ensemble tours, which you must document in writing.
2) Extended serious illness requiring a doctor's care, which you must document in writing. Ordinary "not feeling well" does not count as extended serious illness. 

Course Schedule:
	Course schedule and topics will be determined individually in the first meeting, and will be adjusted as needed by the instructor.

Jury:
	No jury will be held at the end of the semester.

Students with Disabilities:
Students with disabilities that affect their work in this class are invited to speak with the instructor privately about how to best accommodate any needs. Students must proactively speak with instructor for any accommodations to be considered legitimate and actionable.

SPOT Evaluations:
The standard UNT SPOT evaluation will be done at the end of the course. This class is relatively new, and any suggestions for teaching methods or content will be taken into consideration. If you have comments or suggestions for improving the course before then, please let the instructor know at any time.
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