MUJS 3470		Fall 2025
JAZZ LECTURE SERIES
Sec. 001: Tu 9:30 – 10:50
Sec. 002: Tu 2 – 3:20
Recital Hall
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Instructor: Rob Parton	
Email: Robert.Parton@unt.edu	
Office: Music Building 280A	
Office Hours: by appointment

Instructor: Kai Wagner	
Email: KaiWagner@my.unt.edu	
Office: Music Building 280A	
Office Hours: by appointment	

History of the UNT Jazz Lecture Series
The University of North Texas Jazz Lecture Series was started in 1982 by Neil Slater, who had just begun teaching at UNT after many years in the NYC area. Neil said that he couldn’t take the students to New York, but he could bring New York to the students. Since then, UNT students have been able to learn from and talk with guest artists not only from New York, but from around the world. During the Jazz Lecture Series’ first year, UNT hosted prolific figures including Bob Brookmeyer, Joanne Brackeen, Leonard Feather, Dizzy Gillespie, Frank Foster, Tom Scott, Clark Terry, Jackie Cain and Roy Kral, Grady Tate, and Don Sebesky. You can browse the full list at: http://jazz.unt.edu/jazz-lecture-series.

Learning objectives:
1) To learn about the history and current state of jazz by listening to and interacting with prominent jazz musicians
2) To gain insight into the business of music and career strategies
3) To gain career and professional insight from the guest artist’s presentation

Course Requirements
· Students will attend every class meeting.
· Students will attend the section for which they are registered, be on time, and enter through the doors at the top of the Recital Hall.
· There are two sections of this class: one meeting from 9:30-10:50, and the other from 2-3:20.
· Attendance rosters are taken away 15 minutes after each class starts. If you arrive after this time, you will be considered absent.
· Students will attend the entire duration of class. If you are going to be late or must leave early, make arrangements for permission with Professor Parton or Kai Wagner prior to that class. If you leave early without prior notice, you will be marked absent.
· Students are encouraged to take notes as there will be a comprehensive final exam which requires the student to write about each artist that spoke during Jazz Lecture Series. The exam will be closed note.
· Students will refrain from using electronic devices for activities not pertaining to class.
· Students will come to class ready with questions for the guest artist.
· Students will conduct themselves in a professional manner.

Attendance policy:
· Students will attend every class meeting. Your final grade will be reduced by one letter for each unexcused absence.
· Students will attend the section for which they are registered. Students may attend the other section with advanced notice and permission from the instructors if the student has a temporary conflict.
· Students will attend the entire duration of class.

Course Schedule:
The following schedule is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.

	Date
	Class
	Notes

	8/19
	Syllabus Day
	

	8/26
	Rob Parton TBD
	Trumpet

	9/2
	Lynn Seaton
	Bass

	9/9
	Jennifer Barnes
	Voice

	9/16
	John Proulx
	Piano, Vocals

	9/23
	Darol Anger
	Violin

	9/30
	Amanda Eckery
	Composition, Research

	10/7
	
	

	10/14
	Jennifer Wharton
	Trombone

	10/21
	Brian Lynch
	Trumpet

	10/28
	Bill Moring
	Bass

	11/4
	Alan Baylock
	Writing

	11/13 THURSDAY
	Mike Stern group
	(Thursday)

	11/18
	Pasquale Grasso
	Guitar (morning only)

	11/25
	THANKSGIVING
	

	12/2
	Schedule TBD
	TBD

	12/9
	Schedule TBD
	TBD



Tests:
	The final test for the course will be the only written assignment for this course. For the final, students will write a paragraph for every guest, enumerating the guest’s primary instrument(s), main points shared, and what the student took away.

Students with Disabilities:
Students with disabilities that affect their work in this class are invited to speak with the instructor privately about how to best accommodate any needs. Students must proactively speak with instructor for any accommodations to be considered legitimate and actionable.
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