
 

GENDER AND SOCIETY 

SOCI 4250 | Summer 2020 

Online 

 

Instructor:  Dr. Katherine Sobering    

Email:  katherine.sobering@unt.edu   

Office Phone: 940-369-5769  

Office Hours:  Thursdays 3-5pm via Canvas Chat;  

 By appointment via Zoom 

 

TA:  Sarah Pinney 

Email: SarahPinney@my.unt.edu 

Office Hours: Mondays 11-12pm and Tuesdays 12-1pm via Canvas Chat;  

 By appointment via Zoom 

 

Course Description and Objectives 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the sociology of gender. We will learn what 

gender is and how it structures major social institutions, especially the work, family, religion, 

politics, education, and the media. We will explore the ways that gender is socially constructed 

and survey changes in gender roles over time. We will examine the unequal treatment of women 

and men in the major social institutions and examine policies that create and perpetuate these 

differences. The course concludes by considering the possibility of a degendering institutions and 

proposals to support gender equity in society.  

After the successful completion of this course, students will be able to:  

• Understand the concept of gender as it differs from sex. 

• Analyze how gender affects our interactions, organizations, and institutions.  

• Critically examine how we learn about and understand gender in society. 

• Explain how gender is used to justify inequalities between men and women.  

• Consider the possibilities of a more gender egalitarian future. 

Readings 

 

The required book is available at the UNT Bookstore and online. Please make sure to acquire the 

correct edition. 

 

Kimmel, Michael and Aronson, Amy. 2017. The Gendered Society Reader. 6th edition. 

New York: Oxford University Press. ISBN-13: 978-0190260378 

 

Additional required readings will be available online, through the UNT Libraries, or posted on 

Canvas.  

 

Course Requirements & Grades 

In order to take this course, you must have completed SOCI 1510 or an equivalent credit. Check 

with your academic advisor if you feel unsure about this requirement.   
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The final grade in the course is made up of two exams (20%), two assignments (20%) four 
discussions (30%) and quizzes for each module (30%).  
 
This is the point breakdown: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assignments: 

 

There are two assignments in this course. The first is an Introduction post where you will “unpack 

your privilege” and introduce yourself to the class. The second is a fiction media analysis, where 

you will critically analyze gender representations in a film, TV show, music, or story of your 

choice.   

 

Introduction: “Unpack your Privilege” 

For this assignment, you will read the now-famous essay, “White Privilege: Unpacking the 

Invisible Knapsack,” in which Peggy McIntosh explores some of the privileges she experiences as 

a white person.  Using her original list as a guide, unpack your own invisible knapsack of privilege 

in a post of 500 words or more. This post should also include a simple introduction for your 

professor and peers, including your name, major, and classification. Specific guidelines and the 

grading rubric are available on Canvas.  

This assignment is due by Friday, July 10 at 11:59 p.m. No late work will be accepted. 

Fiction Media Analysis: 

In 1,000 words or more, students will analyze the messages about gender in fiction media of your 

choice. You can choose any discrete chunk of fiction media. This could be a movie, a season of a 

TV show, a single episode of a TV show, a novel, a comic book, or some other fiction narrative. 

You may also choose to analyze gender in audible media, such as music lyrics on a single music 

album. Media can be targeted at kids, teens or adults. The only media that is off-limits are 

documentaries, other non-fiction sources, and porn, because in this assignment you will be 

analyzing the ways that mainstream media give us messages about gender. Specific guidelines and 

the grading rubric are available on Canvas.  

This assignment is due by Sunday, August 2 at 11:59 p.m. No late work will be accepted. 

 

 Points Percent 

Assignment: 

Introduction 

50 

20% 
Assignment: Media 

analysis 

150 

Weekly discussions 75 x 4 (1 per week) 30% 

Quizzes 20 x 15 (3 per week) 30% 

Exam 1 100 
20% 

Exam 2 100 

Total 1,000 100% 

Grade Determination 

895+  A  

795-894 B 

695-794 C 

595-694 D 

0-594  F 
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Quizzes 

You will complete 15 quizzes (3 per week) on Canvas that are worth 20 points each. The quizzes 

cover the reading material and lectures in the course, and consist of multiple-choice questions 

which test your knowledge of the basic concepts in the course. The questions are open-book and 

open-note. The quizzes are timed (15 minutes) so you will need to have already read and taken 

notes over the material before you start the quiz. Please refer to Canvas for the due date of each 

quiz. 

Quizzes consist of 10 multiple choice or true/false questions. These questions are randomly pulled 

from a larger pool of questions over the chapter. Your exams will also pull questions randomly 

from this same large question pool. Therefore, quizzes are a chance for you to 1) see exactly how 

the exam is formatted, and 2) possibly get answers to exam questions, if you get the same question 

on a quiz as an exam. Students who do not take all the quizzes usually do poorly.  

Quizzes may be completed late for half credit until the last regular class day, August 6, at 11:59 

p.m.  

Discussions 

We will have 5 discussions in this course, 1 each week. To earn the total points, you will only need 

to complete 4 discussions (worth 75 points each). If you complete all 5, your lowest grade will 

drop. Please refer to Canvas for the due date of each discussion. To make these discussions more 

productive, students will be randomly assigned into smaller groups of 8-12 students. 

Weekly discussions will have a major post and three response posts for peer feedback. Major posts 

should be at least 400 words and thoroughly answer the prompt and show that you read and 

processed the material. This is your chance to prove you really understand and have critically 

thought about the material. You must cite any sources you reference. 

In addition to your original post, you will need to respond to 3 of your peers (at least 150 words). 

One of the response posts can be a response to feedback you have received from your peers (I 

strongly encourage this). Specific guidelines and the grading rubric are available on Canvas. 

No late discussion posts will be accepted for credit. 

Exams: 

 

Two exams will cover all the readings and materials presented in class. Each exam is worth 100 

points. Please mark your calendar for the following dates: Exam 1 opens on July 17 at 8 a.m. and 

closes on July 19 at 11:59 p.m. Exam 2 will take place during the university-designated Final Exam 

period, which is August 7 from 8 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. The dates of these exams will not change.  

 

Exams will be a combination of multiple choice and true/false questions. The questions are open-

book and open-note. The exams are timed (90 minutes) so you will need to have already completed 

the readings, studied the material, and organized your notes before you start. None of the exams 

are cumulative. 
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Class Environment  

I am committed to the principle of universal learning and making our virtual spaces and 

interactions as inclusive as possible. I strive to create an atmosphere of mutual respect and civility. 

I encourage students to participate by expressing your opinions, asking questions, and presenting 

outside information to deepen your engagement with course material.  

This summer online course is fast-paced and requires students to stay on top of the workload. This 

course is organized into modules that include on content, learning activities, quizzes, and readings. 

We will cover three modules each week. Each module will require at least three hours of attention, 

so please allocate your time appropriately. 

 

Because this class is conducted online, there is no official attendance requirement. Nevertheless, 

your participation and active engagement online is a central component of your grade in this 

course. Participation will take place on the discussion boards in Canvas and will be evaluated 

through weekly online discussions. Students who do not check Canvas do not do well in this 

course. Please set your communication preferences so that you are notified of announcements and 

grade submissions. 

 

Please do your part to facilitate a stimulating and rewarding learning environment. This involves 

being respectful of one another, having an open mind, and being willing to have your ideas 

challenged. I expect you to be courteous toward others and avoid making comments that could be 

construed as personal attacks. Harmful words and actions will not be tolerated: This includes racist, 

sexist, classist, homophobic, or ableist language.  

Please consider the following points related to online learning and communication: 

1. Be polite and direct. Online as in person, jokes and sarcasm can come off as rude to people 

who do not know you personally. Please approach your class participation as professional 

interactions with your peers and instructors. 

 

2. Use proper spelling and grammar. Do not write emails or assignments as if they were 

informal text messages or notes to friends. Please make an effort to use proper punctuation, 

spelling, and grammar. Emojis and memes are not appropriate. 

 

3. Write respectful messages. In all correspondence, use appropriate greetings, full sentences, 

signatures and words designating respect like “please” and “thank you” that you would use 

in real life. Never used your instructor’s first name unless invited to do so. The appropriate 

greeting is Dr. or Professor Sobering.  

 

4. DON’T YELL IN CLASS. In most situations online, typing in all capital letters is 

perceived as shouting. Please avoid this in classroom interactions. 

 

5. Think before you type. Your participation in this class is part of an online digital record. 

Like other online interactions, please do not share personal information that you would not 

be comfortable presenting in front of a classroom of your instructor and peers.  
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Communication Policy 

 

This is an online course. All the information for this class can be found in the course modules. I 

will communicate course information via Canvas announcements and email. It is your 

responsibility to check your email daily. Please set your communication preferences in Canvas so 

that you are notified of announcements and grade submissions. I recommend students download 

the Canvas app for notifications and reminders. 

 

If you have a general question about the course or assignments, please post it to the Q&A 

discussion board in Canvas. Either I will answer it, or, one of your classmates will. This way we 

can all benefit from questions asked, and they can be answered in a venue that the whole class can 

see. You may also want to find someone in class to be a "buddy" with. This will give you at least 

one other person who you can email with questions. 

If you have a private question, please contact me directly. I reply to emails within 24 hours and 

within the time frame of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. Please plan accordingly before 

exams and due dates. Students may also make an appointment to meet with me in person or online 

via Skype.  

This class requires computer use and internet access. It is your responsibility to make sure you are 

able to access this course material. If you need technical support, please reach out to the UNT 

Student Help Desk: http://it.unt.edu/helpdesk 

Policy for Examinations and Graded Materials 

All assignments must be submitted via Canvas before the posted deadline to be graded. Late 

assignments and discussion posts will not be accepted. The only exception is the quizzes. All 

quizzes can be submitted for half credit before August 6 at 11:59 p.m.  

Because this course is accelerated, I will do my best to return grades promptly and provide 

feedback within a week of the due date. If I determine that grading will take longer than a week, 

you will see an announcement from me with an update. Any assignment sent via email or received 

in person will not be graded. Students should submit assignments as a PDF or Microsoft Word 

document. Assignments that are submitted in a different format or that cannot be opened will not 

be graded. 

Under ordinary circumstances, no makeup exams will be given. Exams may be rescheduled only 

under exceptional circumstances (written verification of disability, illness, or emergency) or with 

prior instructor consent. Please let me know as soon as possible if you need to reschedule an exam.  

 

You earn the grade you receive in this class. I do not curve or scale exams, assignments, or final 

grades. If you become concerned about your grades, please contact me immediately. Except in 

extreme circumstances, I do not give incompletes. 
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Making a Suggestion 

 

Students with a suggestion or complaint should first visit the instructor and then the departmental 

chair. Complaints must be made within six months of the incident.  

 

Accommodations 

 

Students with Disabilities: It is my goal to foster an inclusive learning environment in this class. 

If you require accommodations, please notify me during the first week of classes, or as soon as 

possible, by presenting a letter from Office of Disability Access. If you need more information 

about accommodations, please review the UNT Policy 16.001 or contact Office of Disability 

Access at 940-565-4323 (voice) or http://disability.unt.edu. 

 

Student Athletes: Provide me with a game schedule for the semester, signed by the coach, in the 

first week of class in order to be eligible for exceptions. 

 

Religious Holy Days: If you plan to miss class to observe a religious holiday, UNT policy states 

that you must notify the instructor with as much advanced notice as possible. If, with proper notice, 

you miss a class, assignment, or exam, you will be given an opportunity to complete the missed 

work within a reasonable timeframe. For more information, see: https://edo.unt.edu/religious-

observances 

 

Understanding Sexual Harassment 

 

Sexual harassment subverts the mission of the University and threatens the well-being of students, 

faculty, and staff. This can occur in person and online. All members of the UNT community have 

a responsibility to uphold this mission of the university and contribute to a safe environment that 

enhances learning. For more information, see the policy: https://policy.unt.edu/policy/16-005.  

 

Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights 

offenses subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to 

offenses against other protected categories such as race, national origin, etc. If you or someone 

you know has been harassed or assaulted, please refer to the appropriate resources: 

http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/sexual-misconduct 

 

Academic Honesty  

 

All students are expected to abide by the UNT Code of Student Conduct: “As a student-centered 

public research university, the University of North Texas has established standards of conduct to 

foster a safe environment conducive to learning and development. Students and university student 

groups are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that demonstrates respect for the rights and 

property of others and upholds the integrity of the university community.” You are responsible for 

understanding the Code of Student Conduct: http://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-012. 

 

All work you produce on assignments, papers. and exams must be your own work. If you use 

words or ideas that are not your own (or that you have used in previous class), you must cite your 

http://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-012
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sources otherwise you will be guilty of plagiarism and subject to academic disciplinary action, 

including failure of the course. All written assignments will be evaluated with Turnitin 

(https://www.turnitin.com), which sends both the student and instructor an originality report.  

 

Please maintain a high standard of individual honor and integrity. Collaboration of any kind on 

exams will result in a failing grade for the exam. Cheating of any kind of assignments will also 

result in a failing grade.  Scholastic dishonesty also includes, but is not limited to, providing false 

or misleading information to receive a postponement or an extension on an exam or assignment, 

and submitting a written assignment from a previous course without prior permission of both 

instructors. Scholastic dishonesty will be reported to the appropriate administrators in the College 

of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences. 

 

Ultimately, you a responsible for understanding what constitutes a violation of academic integrity, 

according to UNT Policy 6.003, available here: https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003. If you are not 

familiar with an appropriate citation method, seek assistance from the instructor or the free 

University writing lab: http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/. 

 

 

https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003
http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/
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