	
	
	



Understanding and Appreciating Jazz in U.S. and World History and Culture
Winter 2026, 3 Week Session 
MUJS 3400
Instructor Information  
Instructor: Dr. Kim Teal (she/her)
Email: kimberly.hannonteal@unt.edu 
Office Location: Music Building 216a
Office Hours: By appointment (Zoom or in person)
Communication Expectations: Email is the best way to reach me with questions or concerns regarding this course, including information related to assignment extensions or to schedule a time to meet in person or over Zoom. You can expect to receive a response by the next business day (but not after 5pm or on weekends and holidays). Assignment feedback will be available on Canvas within one week of the due date for assignments that are submitted on time. Assignments are typically graded in the order they are submitted.

Catalog Description:
Study of jazz music in the context of U.S. and world history and culture. Listening for musical style. Study of the role of jazz music in expressing and mediating differences in racial, gender, and national identity.

Learning Objectives
At the end of the semester, students who actively engage in this course will be able to…
1. identify common musical elements of jazz performances through active listening
2. describe major events and figures from jazz history
3. analyze the ways in which jazz is shaped by social and cultural forces like race, gender, and nationality
4. present original work on the relationship between musical sounds and the people who make and listen to them

Required Materials 
· You do not need to purchase a textbook for this course. Required readings can be accessed via the Canvas page for our class and the UNT Library.
· Required listening materials are available via Canvas and our Class Spotify Lists. You can create a free Spotify account by clicking the link to the list and following the prompts. 
· Technology requirements:
This course is 100% online. To fully participate in this class, students will need internet access to reference content on the Canvas Learning Management System, headphones or speakers for listening to music and podcasts, and a microphone for recording sound-based assignments. The internal speakers and microphones included with most personal computers and tablets should be sufficient for your needs in this course as long as they are in working order. If circumstances change, you will be informed of other technical needs to access course content. Information on how to be successful in a digital learning environment can be found at Learn Anywhere.


How to Succeed in this Course 
This course is completed almost fully asynchronously online, which has some great perks—you can schedule your work time whenever and wherever works best for you. It also comes with significant responsibility, however, to make yourself a reasonable schedule and stay on track. This is especially challenging in this very condensed three-week session! Each module is designed to be completed over the course of two class days. You can expect to spend around two hours in each module reading about and listening to music related to key terms and spotlight artists, and you’ll need another hour for listening to the assigned podcast. Then you’ll need to set aside work time to complete discussions, assignments, and quizzes. Sometimes you will need to coordinate with a group or partner, so planning ahead will be important to your success.
Help is available as you embark on this adventure! Connecting with the instructor and other students will help you get through—and enjoy—this course. Office hours are available both in person and over Zoom by appointment. 
The deadlines in this course are intended to help you keep on track, not to punish you. I know that things can come up that may cause you to fall behind, and, if that happens, I encourage you to be in touch. Extensions are available for assignments and quizzes if you arrange them in writing before the deadline. So, if your physical or mental health, family commitments, or work life force you to put this course on the back burner at some point during the session, send an email or schedule a meeting to make plans for successfully completing the semester with some modifications to your timeline. 
Finally, many of you are taking this course to satisfy your core Creative Arts requirement, so get ready to be creative and artistic! Many of the grades for assignments in this course are based on the timely completion of a good faith effort. It’s okay to take some creative risks and make mistakes—in fact, that’s a great way to learn! 
Supporting Your Success and Creating an Inclusive Learning Environment  
Jazz is a global music created and enjoyed by all kinds of different people, some of whom you will engage with in this course as musicians, authors of readings, podcast creators, and other students. Undoubtedly, you will encounter some ideas and perspectives that are different than your own. In discussions of music and its meanings, there are rarely right or wrong answers. Please do your best to contribute to a class environment characterized by mutual respect and inclusion, and endeavor to both share your ideas and experiences and learn from those of other people. As you participate in discussions and group activities, remember to focus your responses on concepts and ideas rather than the people who describe them. If you find yourself struggling with the class environment, please don’t hesitate to be in touch so that we can work toward a more positive situation.
Assignments and Grades
In each module of this course, you will complete four items worth ten points each:
1. Podcast Discussion
2. Listening Journal
3. Creative Project
4. Quiz
You will also create a podcast as the final project for the course. It will be shared on a discussion board so that everyone in the class has an opportunity to learn from and discuss each other’s work. The final podcast and the related discussion are worth twenty points total.
Final semester grades will be calculated as follows: 
· A = 234-260 points (90-100%) 
· B = 208-233 points (80-89%) 
· C = 182-207 points (70-79%) 
· D = 156-181 points (60-69%) 
· F = 0-155 points (0-59%) 
Late work will be accepted until the last day of classes, but the maximum score for a late assignment is 8 points (80% B). Extra credit is not available. There is no final exam for this course.
Please note that use of AI-generated text in creative projects does not constitute a good faith effort and will result in a failing grade for the assignment.
Participation  
Because this course involves collaboration, participation is essential to learning. Activities and assignments will require you to be actively engaged in discussions and group work. If circumstances arise that prevent you from actively participating in group work during a given module, please contact me in advance to arrange an extension or alternate assignment.
Course Requirements/Schedule 
Introduction and Module 1: Foundations and Mini-History of Jazz
December 15-16
To Begin:
Read through the “Introduction” module on Canvas and take the syllabus quiz (0 points) to open Module 1.
Content:
· Key Terms: form, call and response, blues, polyphony
· Read: Mini-History of Jazz
· Spotlight Artist: Bessie Smith
· Podcast Exemplar: A History of Jazz, “1619-1917: A Prehistory”
Assignments (10 points each, due December 16 at 11:59pm):
· Podcast Discussion
· Listening Journal
· Creative Project 1: Blues Lyrics and Arrangement
· Module 1 Quiz
Module 2: Improvisation
December 17-18
To Begin:
Complete all the assignments in Module 1 to open Module 2
Content:
· Podcast Exemplar: Cautionary Tales, “Bowie, Jazz, and the Unplayable Piano”
· Key Terms: melody, bass line, chord, rhythm section, improvisation
· Activity: learn to improvise on “Liza Jane”
· Spotlight Artist: Keith Jarrett
Assignments (10 points each, due December 18 at 11:59pm):
· Podcast Discussion
· Listening Journal
· Creative Project 2: Improvise on “Liza Jane”
· Module 2 Quiz
Module 3: Jazz and Politics
December 19-22 
Content:
· Key Terms: harmony, consonance, dissonance, homophony, and heterophony
· Watch: The Jazz Ambassadors documentary
· Spotlight Artist: Dizzy Gillespie
· Podcast Exemplar: Off Ramp, “Remember that Time Dizzy Gillespie Ran for President?”
Assignments (10 points each, due December 22 at 11:59pm):
· Podcast Discussion
· Listening Journal
· Group Creative Project 3: Diplomatic Tour Plan
· Module 3 Quiz
Winter Break December 24-January 2
Module 4: Jazz and Place—New Orleans 
December 23-January 5 
Content:
· Key Terms: polyrhythm, syncopation, clave
· Watch: The Origin of Jazz video series
· Spotlight Artist: Christian Scott aTunde Adjuah
· Podcast Exemplar: American Masters, “Christian Scott aTunde Adjuah: The New Chief”
Assignments (10 points each, due January 5  at 11:59pm):
· Podcast Discussion
· Listening Journal
· Group Creative Project 4: Musical Biography Interviews
· Module 4 Quiz
Module 5: Jazz at UNT
January 6-7
Content:
· Key Terms: jazz education, lab band, dance band, GI Bill
· Read: UNT Library blog posts on the history of the UNT Jazz Studies program
· Spotlight Artist: Billy Harper
· Podcast Exemplar: From the Archives, “Early Jazz Studies at UNT”
Assignments (10 points each, due January 7 at 11:59pm):
· Podcast Discussion
· Listening Journal
· Creative Project 5: Concert Report
· Module 5 Quiz
Module 6: Jazz and the Body
January 8-9
Content:
· Key Terms: Charleston, Lindy Hop, scat
· Read and Watch: Barbara Englebrecht, “Swinging at the Savoy” and scene from Hellzapoppin’
· Spotlight Artist: Ella Fitzgerald
· Podcast Exemplar: Rough Translation, “May We Have this Dance?”
Assignments (10 points each, due January 9 at 11:59pm):
· Podcast Discussion 
· Listening Journal
· Creative Project 6: Dance it Out
· Module 6 Quiz
Podcast Party!
January 9
Assignments:
· Final Project: Podcast (15 points, due January 9 by 12pm)
· Discussion: Comment on peer podcasts (5 points, due January 9 at 11:59pm)
UNT Policies and Resources:
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students (Office of Academic Integrity), who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 
See:  Academic Integrity
LINK:  https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003

STUDENT BEHAVIOR 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classrooms, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. 
See: Student Code of Conduct 
Link: https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct

ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT 
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account.  For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect.  
See:  Eagle Connect
LINK:   eagleconnect.unt.edu/ 

ODA STATEMENT 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter. You can now request your Letters of Accommodation ONLINE and ODA will mail your Letters of Accommodation to your instructors. You may wish to begin a private discussion with your professors regarding your specific needs in a course. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester.  For additional information see the Office of Disability Access.
See:  ODA
LINK:  disability.unt.edu. (Phone: (940) 565-4323)

Health and Safety Information
Students can access information about health and safety at:  https://music.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellness

Registration Information for Students
See:  Registration Information
Link:  https://registrar.unt.edu/students

Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress

Undergraduates
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid.  Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total hours registered.   Students cannot exceed attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.

Students holding music scholarships must maintain a minimum 2.5 overall cumulative GPA and 3.0 cumulative GPA in music courses.

If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended that you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course before doing so.
See:  Financial Aid
LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap
 
Graduates
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term. Music scholarships require a 3.5 cumulative GPA.  Students cannot exceed maximum timeframes established based on the published length of the graduate program.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.   

If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended you schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college, an advisor in UNT-International or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course.
See:  Financial Aid
LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap

RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS 
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Canvas online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those mandates.
See:  FERPA
Link: http://ferpa.unt.edu/

COUNSELING AND TESTING
UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor for students in need.  Please visit the Center’s website for further information: 
See: Counseling and Testing
Link:  http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services.  

For more information on mental health issues, please visit:  
See:  Mental Health Issues
Link:  https://speakout.unt.edu.

ADD/DROP POLICY
Please be reminded that dropping classes or failing to complete and pass registered hours may make you ineligible for financial aid.  In addition, if you drop below half-time enrollment you may be required to begin paying back your student loans.  See Academic Calendar (listed above) for additional add/drop Information.  

Drop Information:  https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-registration-guide.html

STUDENT RESOURCES
The University of North Texas has many resources available to students.  For a complete list, go to:
See:  Student Resources
Link:   https://success.unt.edu/aa-sa-resources
(Note:  A printer-friendly PDF version is available by clicking the green button on the home page)

CARE TEAM
The Care Team is a collaborative interdisciplinary committee of university officials that meets regularly to provide a response to student, staff, and faculty whose behavior could be harmful to themselves or others.
See:  Care Team
Link:  https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care-team


Important Notice for F-1 Students taking Distance Education Courses 
Federal Regulation
To read detailed Immigration and Customs Enforcement regulations for F-1 students taking online courses, please go to the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations website at https://www.ice.gov/sevis/schools/reg#f6iv. The specific portion concerning distance education courses is located at Title 8 CFR 214.2 Paragraph (f)(6)(i)(G). 
The paragraph reads:
(G) For F-1 students enrolled in classes for credit or classroom hours, no more than the equivalent of one class or three credits per session, term, semester, trimester, or quarter may be counted toward the full course of study requirement if the class is taken on-line or through distance education and does not require the student's physical attendance for classes, examination or other purposes integral to completion of the class. An on-line or distance education course is a course that is offered principally through the use of television, audio, or computer transmission including open broadcast, closed circuit, cable, microwave, or satellite, audio conferencing, or computer conferencing. If the F-1 student's course of study is in a language study program, no on-line or distance education classes may be considered to count toward a student's full course of study requirement.

University of North Texas Compliance 
To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need to engage in an on-campus experiential component for this course. This component (which must be approved in advance by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-campus exam, participating in an on-campus lecture or lab activity, or other on-campus experience integral to the completion of this course.

If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student’s responsibility to do the following:
(1) Submit a written request to the instructor for an on-campus experiential component within one week of the start of the course.
(2) Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor documents it in writing with a notice sent to the International Student and Scholar Services Office.  ISSS has a form available that you may use for this purpose.

Because the decision may have serious immigration consequences, if an F-1 student is unsure about his or her need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course, s/he should contact the UNT International Student and Scholar Services Office (telephone 940-565-2195 or email internationaladvising@unt.edu) to get clarification before the one-week deadline.
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