
ENG3200: Rhetorical Histories and Historiographies 
Dr. Kyle Jensen 
Office: Language 409 G  
Office Hours: T,Th 11am-1:30pm & by appointment 
Email: kyle.jensen@unt.edu 
Website: http://www.engl.unt.edu/~kjensen/courses/pathos 
 
Our goal in this course is to develop an introductory understanding of the goals and methods that 
distinguish rhetorical studies. Because discussions of rhetoric date back to classical Greek culture, 
we will need to blaze a trail through the proverbial woods. In this course, we will do so by 
examining rhetoric through the lens of emotion, or pathos. As we will find, emotion is gaining 
increased attention in rhetorical studies as scholars attempt to broaden the field's ethical and 
historical terrain.    
 
Our study of the relationship between rhetoric and emotion will bring into clearer view the 
difference between rhetorical history and rhetorical historiography. More specifically, we will use 
the concept of emotion as guide for understanding how marginalized voices have been excluded 
from and subsequently reintroduced to the canons of rhetorical studies. As we encounter these 
excluded voices, we will develop methods for listening to the ways they challenge grounding 
assumptions in the field. Toward the end of the course, we will explore how emotions circulate in 
the media and seek to invent ways of complicating the underlying assumptions that inform these 
arguments.   
 
Our course will be broken up into three major sections. First, we will learn the basics of rhetorical 
studies. Second, we will read primary texts that contribute to rhetorical theory and history, paying 
close attention to the role emotion plays in how rhetoric is defined and critiqued. Finally, we will 
look at contemporary discussions of emotion to see what these texts might uncover about the 
possibilities for altering the world we inhabit. 
 
Assignments & Evaluation 
Hupomnemata (25%) 
 

Hupomnemata or a notebook—In ancient Greece, hupomnemata were used as 
memoranda where one “entered quotations, fragments of works, examples, and actions to 
which one had been witness of or of which one had read the account, reflections or 
material memory of things read, heard, or thought, thus offering these as an accumulated 
treasure for rereading and later meditation. They also formed a raw material for the 
writing of more systematic treatises in which were given arguments and means by which 
to struggle against some defect . . . or to overcome some difficult circumstance” . . . “no 
technique, no professional skill can be acquired without exercise” 

—Michel Foucault “On the Genealogy of Ethics” (273). 
 
Although I will offer specific directives on how to create and use this text throughout the term, 
generally I ask that students purchase a Moleskine notebook (or its off brand equivalent) and use 
it to copy crucial passages in the readings; raise questions about those readings for further 
discussion; catalogue popular artifacts that resonate with the course readings; and, sketch ideas 
for future papers. In effect, these notebooks should provide you a space to begin testing the initial 
arguments that you will elaborate in the short papers for this course and, eventually, your final 
project. 
 



Midterm Exam (15%) The midterm exam will consist of a handful of concept identifications and 
three short answer essay questions. Details will be made available as we approach the test date. I 
will give you a handout of the concepts you need to learn in order to pass the test, and we will 
have a pre-test preparation session where you will be responsible for teaching a particular concept 
to your peers. I would encourage you to study as a group outside of class in order to adequately 
prepare for the exam.   
 
Final Exam (25%) The final exam will consist primarily of concept identification. It is a 
cumulative exam, which means that you will be responsible for knowing all the material we have 
discussed throughout the term. We will have a pre-test preparation session where you will be 
responsible for teaching a particular concept to your peers. As with the midterm, I would 
encourage you to study as a group outside of class in order to adequately prepare for the exam.   
 
The Rhetorical Devices Project (35%)  
This essay will be two pages single-spaced; Times New Roman; size 10; follow MLA guidelines; 
& include whatever supplementary materials are necessary for making your argument. We will 
discuss the details of this project throughout the term.   
 
Grading Policy 
My policy is to leave final grade determinations open until the day grades are due to the 
university. This means that if you receive a grade that you would like to change, you may revise 
the assignment in order to earn a higher mark. The final project is, as the title indicates, final, but 
you may bring drafts of your project in during office hours to gauge the type of grade you might 
receive.  
 
Academic Honesty 
For the UNT’s policy on academic honesty, please visit:   
http://www.vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm 
 
Drop Information 
For information regarding UNT’s course drop policy, please visit: 
http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/scheduleclass.html 
 
Related Issues 

 
“The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and 
letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 – The 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation 
entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the   same 
opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.” 

 
If you have a learning difference and would like to learn more about the accommodations offered 
by Disability Concerns, you can contact their office at (940) 565-4323 (voice). 
 
 


