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The University of North Texas 
Department of Communication Studies 

COMM 3010: Communication Perspectives 
Spring 2015 

 
Instructor: Dr. Karen Anderson-Lain 
Email: karen.anderson-lain@unt.edu    Office: GAB 302 
Office hours: Mon. 11am—12:30pm; Wed. 1-2:30pm; And by appointment 
Course Time: MWF 10-10:50am in SAGE 330 
 

***Please note:  Email is my preferred method of contact. Please allow 24 hours for 
me to respond to your emails. I will not check emails on the weekend*** 

 
TEACHING ASSISTANTS: 
Mary Knickerbocker     TA Office:  322 
Bryan Lysinger      Office Hours:   TBD 
Ashley Trudeau 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________    
Required Texts and Materials:  
American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual of the American 

Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychological 
Association. 

 
Recommended Texts: 
Strunk, W., & White, E. B. (2014/1979). The elements of style (4th ed.), Needham Heights, 

MA: Allyn and Bacon. 
 
Course Description: 
Our purpose in this course is to equip students with concepts and skills that will enable 
them (1) to engage in critical research about communication phenomena, and (2) to 
produce stronger written work (content and style) in 3000- and 4000- level 
communication studies courses. Students must pass this course with a grade of “C” or 
better in order to progress in the major. Students who successfully complete the course 
may enroll in upper-level communication courses in subsequent semesters. Students who 
are unsuccessful must retake the course. During a student’s initial enrollment s/he may 
enroll concurrently in one other upper-level communication courses. If a student must 
repeat the course, s/he will not be permitted to enroll concurrently in another upper-level 
communication course. 
 
Enrollment Restriction: 
Enrollment in this course is limited to Communication Studies majors. Communication 
Studies minors and students majoring in subject areas other than Communication Studies, 
including General Studies, are ineligible for enrollment. 
 
Two groups of Communication Studies majors are eligible for enrollment in 
Communication Perspectives: 

mailto:karen.anderson-lain@unt.edu


2 

 

(1) Students who have completed 1010 and all but one of the 2000 level courses in the 
pre-major (i.e., 2020, 2020, 2140, 2060) and are taking that course concurrently 
with 3010, and 

(2) Students who have completed all requirements for the pre-major and are ready to 
begin enrolling in upper –level communication studies courses. Students in this 
category may concurrently enroll in one other course from the following list:  3120, 
3260, 3265, 3320, 3520, 3720, 3760, 3840, 3860, 3920 

Students who do not meet these requirements will be dropped from the class.  
 
Course Objectives: 
Upon completion of this course, students will be proficient at: 

 Conducting research 
 Assessing communication and communication related research in handbooks and 

academic journals 
 Abstracting articles and writing detailed annotated bibliographies 
 Synthesizing research findings 
 Writing papers using appropriate academic style 
 Documenting sources in the body of texts, and 
 Documenting sources in reference lists 

 
Course Policies: 
Class Participation 
Students are expected to attend each class session, to have read the material to be covered 
that day, and to be prepared to participate actively and intelligently in class discussions.  
You will be unable to participate intelligently if you have not completed the reading 
assignment for the day.   

 
Your classroom participation reflects directly on your grade. Our class time is NOT 
designed for you to work on homework for other classes, complete the crossword puzzle, 
or update your Facebook status. I promise to give you my undivided attention – please give 
me yours. 
 
Class participation includes attending class regularly, being on time, doing all assigned 
work outside of class as directed, and being prepared to take part in all in-class activities.  
These will include informal writing and speaking exercises, as well as large and small group 
discussions.  Please note that you need to balance speaking and listening, to direct 
comments constructively to the subject at hand, and to show respect to all speakers.  
Dialogue facilitates critical thinking and true learning.  

Absences & Tardiness 
Attendance is crucial to your participation and personal development in this course. Not 
only is the material covered in class important to your success, but your participation as an 
audience member and in the daily activities of the class is crucial for a conducive learning 
environment. If you accumulate more than three (3) absences over the course of the 
semester, your grade will be adversely affected. Beginning with your fourth absence (and 
continuing with each subsequent absence), we will lower your final grade by 5 percentage 
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points (the equivalent of half of a letter grade). Absences that meet the University 
Authorized Absence policy will not be counted towards your attendance record. However, 
University Authorized Absences that are not cleared within two weeks of the date(s) of the 
absence(s) will remain on the roll as unauthorized absences. Tardiness is a distraction to 
the entire class and I will not stop class to ensure you are not counted as absent, nor will I 
repeat the information you have missed. In addition, chronic, unexcused tardies may be 
counted as absences.  You must sign-in each class period.  If you arrive late it is your 
responsibility to ensure that you are counted on the roll.  
 
You should assume responsibility for keeping track of the number of absences you have 
accumulated. We do not provide warnings about how absences are affecting grades. Help 
us maintain a good working relationship by contacting one of us in advance when you are 
going to be absent, even if you must email just prior to the beginning of class. 
 
Late Work 
Each student has an automatic extension of 48 hours on writing assignments turned in to 
turnitin.com.  Thus, if the assignment is due on Friday at 11:59pm you can turn it in without 
penalty by Sunday at 11:59pm.  If you turn it in after the automatic extension you will receive a 
zero for the assignment.  No other extensions will be considered.  This is to help keep us on track. 
Please do not treat the extension as the “due date”.  If you have a computer problem or 
turnitin.com doesn’t work of you when you are attempting to turn in after the due date you will 
receive a zero on the assignment.  The 48 hours is to resolve emergencies.  Please be mindful. 
Extensions do not apply to EXAMS or Class Journal Article Abstracts.   
 
Handing in Work 
All written assignments must be typed and double-spaced unless otherwise specified. 
Assignments that do not follow these guidelines will not be graded. All papers should 
be typed using Times New Roman, 12 pt. font. All papers must be written utilizing APA 
formatting. Most writing assignments will be turned in via turnitin.com via Blackboard. 

Extra Credit 
A number of extra credit opportunities may be offered during the semester (e.g., participate in 

research, attend performances, and participate in departmentally sponsored events and 

organizations). Each opportunity is worth 1 percentage points you may complete up to 2 options 

for a total of 2 percentage points. So if you had an 88% in the class and did the extra credit you 

would have 90% in the class.  We do not “round” grades. So please take advantage of this 

opportunity. 

 
Grade Discussions 
Any grade disputes will need to be addressed at least 24 hours after you receive your grade and 

within 7 days after receiving your grade. 

 
General Classroom Guidelines  
Please turn off all cell phones, etc.  Sometimes special circumstances require you to leave 
your cell phone on vibrate during class. Please see me BEFORE class starts to discuss your 
situation and I will make every effort to work with you. If you are texting during class, I 
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reserve the right to mark you as absent. If you check your phone during an Exam you 
will receive a Zero on the exam.  
 
Disrespectful behavior aimed toward a classmate will NOT be tolerated and may warrant 
removal from the class. 
 
COMM Library Copier Use Policy 
Students conducting research in the Communication Studies Library associated with departmental 
coursework have access to a printer/photocopier located in the office adjacent to the library.  We 
encourage students to make use of this resource to print research accessed online in the library or 
to copy essays from any of the department’s holdings.  Students may not use this resource for 
other purposes, such as printing courses assignments, class notes, scripts, etc.  Students who use 
the copier for uses other than those outlined above will lose copying privileges. 
 
UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
Access Policy 
“The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter 
of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112-The Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation, entitled Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is 
renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all 
citizens.”  
 
We will cooperate fully with the University’s Office of Disability Accommodation to provide 
reasonable accommodation to students who require help. Students who wish to self-
identify should register with the ODA no later than the second day of class. 
 
Firearms Policy 
It is unlawful to bring firearms on the campus of the University- even if you hold a permit. 
 
Policy on Incompletes 
An “Incomplete” will be awarded only in cases where 75% of the coursework has been 
completed AND the grade is warranted by an excuse (e.g., medical, military). Inability to 
complete coursework in a timely fashion does not constitute an acceptable reason for 
requesting or receiving an incomplete. 
 
Code of Student Conduct 
All persons shall adhere to the Code of Student Conduct regarding academic dishonesty, 
including acts of cheating and plagiarism. 
 
Cheating. The willful giving or receiving of information in an unauthorized manner during 
an examination, illicitly obtaining examination questions in advance, using someone else’s 
work or written assignments as if they were your own, or any other dishonest means of 
attempting to fulfill a requirement in this course. 
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Plagiarism. The use of an author’s words or ideas as if they were your own without giving 
proper credit to the source, including but not limited to failure to acknowledge a direct 
quotation. Exact wording from a source must be identified by quotation marks and citation 
of the author. Concepts and ideas from sources should also be identified by citation of the 
author. Rules for citing quotes and ideas can be found in the Publication Manual of the 
American Psychological Association, 6th edition. 
 
Punishments for cheating or plagiarism range from a grade of ZERO points on an 
assignment in question to failure of the course. 
 
Acceptable Student Behavior: 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other 
students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in 
any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be 
directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for 
Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the 
Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all 
instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion 
groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr 
 
Disclaimer 
This syllabus should not be construed as a binding contract between the instructor and the 
students. The instructor reserves the right to change any aspect of the course without 
notice.  
 
Blackboard 
This class will utilize Blackboard as a classroom learning site. Additional information will 
be provided as needed. Your grades will be available throughout the semester on BB and 
you may have various assignments that will be due utilizing BB features such as journaling, 
discussion prompts, etc. Failure to come to class with the proper materials from 
Blackboard will result in a grade deduction. 
 
Crisis Contingency 
In the event of the university closing for weather-related reasons or illness outbreak, e.g. 
flu, please visit the course website on Blackboard. I will provide instructions on how to turn 
in assignments and how the class will proceed utilizing Blackboard's Announcements 
function.  Snow days do not necessarily result in assignment postponement or changes in 
the syllabus. 
 
Turn It In 
All assignments will be turned in utilizing Turnitin.com via Blackboard. When you submit 
something to turnitin.com you receive a confirmation number AND are emailed a receipt to the 
email address used for the login.  You must keep this email receipt to verify that you turned in 
the document.  Note: If you do not submit your written assignments through Turnitin.com, 
it is as though it does not exist. If for some reason Turnitin.com or Blackboard is down you 
must email your paper to your TA or Instructor prior to the deadline.  

http://www.unt.edu/csrr
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SETE Evaluations 
The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized 
classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, 
providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught.  Student feedback is 
important in order that the classroom environment can continue to evolve to meet the 
needs of students at UNT. Thus, the SETE is an important part of your participation in this 
class. Students may access the online SETE evaluation through their my.unt.edu page. Note 
that students who complete the SETE will have access to their grades earlier than students 
who do not. 
 
Grade Distribution: 
Success in this course depends on attention to detail in conducting and reporting the 
results of research. The department insists on mastery in both areas. All assignments will 
be evaluated on matters of form as well as content.  
 
Incomplete assignments will automatically receive a zero (0) on style. 
 
If you should receive three (3) zeros on style grades within one semester, each 
subsequent style zero will result in the entire assignment being assigned a zero. The 
assignments and their point values are described below. The Paper Template and is 
not included in this rule. 
 
During the course of the semester, you have the opportunity for one style revise and 
resubmit assignment (R&R).  You may choose the assignment from a group of 
selected assignments (See starred assignments below) and request permission for 
an R&R. The starred articles are the only ones eligible.  Although this might allow 
you to have an improved grade, the resubmission will not affect the number of zeros 
you have accumulated. If you received a Zero (0) on an assignment due to plagiarism 
you will not be allowed to revise that assignment. REQUESTS FOR A R&R MUST BE 
SUBMITTED WITHIN 48 HOURS OF GRADE ASSIGNMENTS. YOU WILL HAVE 72 HOURS 
AFTER THE REQUEST IS RECEIVED TO COMPLETE THE REVISION.  
 
Failure to bring assignments designed for in-class workshops will result in an 
unexcused absence even if you are in attendance in class. 
 
Assignments: 
Paper template (5%) – Students will create a template for use with all assignments for the 
course.  The template will be submitted and evaluated in conjunction with the ‘Topic 
Selection” assignment. 
 
Topic Selection (5%)- Students will be provided a handout in class to assist them in 
selecting and narrowing a topic.  Students will be required to find a handbook chapter and 
at least two additional materials to assist in selecting the topic. The goal of this activity is to 
begin to research a topic area to find focus for their final research projects. 
***PLEASE NOTE: The Paper Template and Topic Selection assignments are submitted 
as ONE assignment, however, they each receive their own, separate grade*** 
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Class Journal Article Abstracts (5%) – Students will be provided a journal article from 
each of the three areas of Communication Studies (I/O, Performance, & Rhetoric). Students 
will prepare a one-page synopsis identifying various elements, the theory framework of 
each article, and an APA citation of each of article. 
 
APA References Exam (10%) – An assessment of the ability to write citations and to 
correctly order citations within a reference list. 
 
APA Textual Citations Exam (10%) – An assessment of the ability to recognize and edit 
citations of materials in the body of a research paper. 
 
Writing Style Exam (10%) – An assessment of the ability to identify and correct errors 
common in student writing. To prepare, students should study lecture notes and the 
Writing Guide for Student Papers. 
 
Project Journal Abstracts- Part I (5%)- Students document recently published research 
in their primary area of interest in abstract form. Students will abstract 5 journal articles 
for this assignment.  
 
Project Journal Abstracts- Part II (10%)- Students document recently published 
research in their primary area of interest in abstract form. Students will include an abstract 
of a seminal work in the assignment. Students will abstract 7 journal articles for this 
assignment.  
 
Rationale & Research Question (10%) – Students narrow their research to a single 
question and justify their selection. 
 
Literature Review Assignment (10%) – Students write and submit one sub-section of 
their literature review. In the review, students should focus on one thematic area from the 
literature review that serves as a foundation for their research proposal. 
 
Individual Meeting with Outline & References (5%) – Students will meeting 
individually with the instructor prior to the final research proposal submission.  During 
this meeting students will present a completed outline of their project with all references 
(20-25 academic journal articles) in APA style.  The depth of the outline as well as the 
references will be evaluated during the meeting and assigned a grade.  
 
Research Proposal (15%) – Students synthesize the relevant research they have 
conducted over the course of the semester and create an extended argument for the 
research they wish to conduct; they also explain how the study, if conducted, would add to 
the knowledge base in communication studies. A 12-15 page (of text) paper with 20-25 
academic references in APA style.   
 

ADDITIONAL ASSIGNMENT DETAILS WILL BE POSTED ON BLACKBOARD 
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GRADE TRACKER 
Foundational Assignments (15% of total grade): 

 Paper Template      __________  X .05  = _______ 

 Topic Selection Activity     __________ X  .05 = ________ 

 *Class Journal Article Abstracts    __________  X .05 = _______ 

Exams (30% of total grade):  

 APA References Exam     __________  X .10 = _______ 

 APA Textual Citations Exam     __________  X .10 = _______ 

 Writing Style Exam      __________ X .10 = ________ 

Building A Research Proposal/Linked Assignments (55% of total grade): 

 *Project Journal Abstracts- Part I (5 abstracts)  __________X .05 = ________ 

 *Project Journal Abstracts- Part II (7 abstracts)  __________X .10 = ________ 

*Rationale & Research Question    __________X .10 = ________ 

 *Literature Review      _________ X .10 = ________ 

Individual Meeting with Outline and References   _________X .05 = _________ 

Research Proposal      __________X .15 = ________ 

 
* Assignment eligible for Revise & Resubmit 
 
Grading Scale:   
90-100  A  Clearly outstanding; exceeds expectations 
80-89   B  Very good; exceeds stated expectations 
70-79   C  Average; fulfills stated requirements 
60-69   D  Below average; does not fulfill stated requirements 
59 or below  F  Failing work 
 

We do not round in COMM 3010. Extra credit will be offered. 
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COMM 3010: COMMUNICATION PERSPECTIVES-- TENTATIVE Course Schedule 
Week 1 

Jan. 21st  Goal of the Course – Final Project 
Proposal Overview 
Syllabus Review 
Student contract 

 

Jan. 23rd 
 

Grammar Guide Part I 
 

Read Student Writing Guide (on 
BB) prior to class! 

Week 2 
Jan. 26th  Grammar Guide Part II  
Jan. 28th Research & Choosing a Research 

Topic 
 

Assign:  Paper Template and 
Topic Selection  
  

Jan. 30th  Writing Abstracts Assign: Class Journal Abstracts 
Week 3 

Feb. 2nd  I/O Research & Article Discussion Read Class Journal Articles 
Provided on BB prior to class  

Feb. 4th Performance Research & Article 
Discussion 

Read Class Journal Articles 
Provided on BB prior to class 

Feb. 6th Rhetoric Research & Article 
Discussion 

Read Class Journal Articles 
Provided on BB prior to class 

Week 4 
Feb. 9th Research Process- Field Trip to 

Computer Lab & Comm. Library: 
Work on Topic Selection Activity  

DUE: Paper Template & Topic 
Selection via Turnitin.com @ 
11:59pm 

Feb. 11th  Faculty Presentations  
Feb. 13th Faculty Presentations  

Week 5 
Feb. 16th Class Abstracts Workshop – Bring 

your abstracts with you to class to 
peer-edit 
 
   

Bring draft of Class Journal 
Article Abstracts to class 
 
DUE: Class Journal Article 
Abstracts via Turnitin.com @ 
11:59pm 

Feb. 18th APA References Assign: Project Journal 
Abstracts- Part I 
 
Read: APA Chapter 7  

Feb. 20th  APA References  
Week 6 

Feb. 23rd APA References  
Feb. 25th APA Reference Citation Exam  
Feb. 27th Hands on R & R (Research & 

wRiting) 
DUE: Project Journal Abstracts- 
Part I via Turnitin.com @ 
11:59pm 
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Week 7 
March 2nd Expanding Research: Seminal 

Journal Articles 
Assign: Project Journal 
Abstracts- Part II 

March 4th Paraphrasing & Plagiarism Read APA 1.10 (pp. 15-16) 
March 6th  APA Textual Citations Read APA Chapter 6  

Week 8 
March 9th  APA Textual Citations  
March 11th APA Textual Citations  
March 13th APA Textual Citations Exam  

Week 9 
March 16th-20th Spring Break- No Class 

Week 10 
March 23rd Hands on R & R (Research & 

wRiting) 
DUE: Project Journal Abstracts- 
Part II via Turnitin.com @ 
11:59pm 

March 25th Writing RQs/ Using Headers to 
Organize 

Assign:  Rationale & Research 
Questions  
Assign: Individual Meetings 
with Outline & References 
 
Read: APA 3.03 (pp. 62-63) 

March 27th Narrowing Focus   
Week 11 

March 30th-
April 3rd 

Hands on R&R/ Individual Meetings   

Week 12 
April 6th APA Writing Style  Assign:  Literature Review & 

Final Proposal 
 
Read: APA 3.05-3.23 (pp. 65-86) 

April 8th APA Writing Style DUE:  Rationale & Research 
Question Assignment via 
Turnitin.com @ 11:59pm 

April 10th APA Writing Style –Exam Review  
Week 13 

April 13th APA Writing Style Exam   
April 15th Writing Literature Reviews  
April 17th Writing Literature Reviews  

Week 14 
April 20th Hands on R&R  
April 22nd Putting It All Together – The Final 

Project 
Read: APA 2.05 (p. 27-28) 
DUE:  Literature Review via 
Turnitin.com @ 11:59pm 

April 24th Final Project Q&A  
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Week 15 & 16 
April 27th & 
29th; May 1st, 
4th, and 6th 

Individualized Meeting- Outline with References due at Meeting 

FINALS  Due Monday May 11th: Final Proposal via Turnitin.com @ 11:59pm 
 


