
ASLP 2020 Phonetics  
Spring 2026 

  
Instructor:  Katsura Aoyama, Ph.D.  

  
*Primary communication method with the instructor is through Canvas.* If 

you send me a message through Canvas, I will try to respond within 48 hours.  
  
Course number:   ASLP 2020  
Class Time:  Mondays and Wednesdays, 2:00 p.m. to 3:20 p.m.  
Place:    
  

Wooten Hall 122 

Office:    Chilton Hall 238E  
Lab:     UNT Speech & Hearing Clinic, Room 232  
Email:    Kat.Aoyama@unt.edu  
Phone:   940-369-7340  
  
Office Hours:   
Mondays, 11:30 am to 1:00 pm in Chilton 238E (office)  
Tuesdays, 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in Speech and Hearing Clinic Room 232 (lab) or 
by appointment (also available virtually by appointment)  
  
Course description  
The purpose of this course is to develop skills for phonetic transcription in American English. 
The course will include information on the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), basic 
articulatory phonetic principles, segmental and suprasegmental features, and dialectal variations.  
  
Course objectives:  
At the conclusion of this course, it is anticipated that students will be able to demonstrate 
knowledge in the following:  
  

1. Vowels and consonants of the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).  
2. Transcription of sounds and single words.  
3. Regional dialects and other variations of speech.  

  
Required Textbook:  

Edwards, H. T. (2003). Applied Phonetics: The Sounds of American English (3rd ed.). 
Clifton Park, NY: Delmar learning. 

• An outline for each chapter will be posted on Canvas. Students are expected to 
bring a copy of the outline for each chapter to class.  

• Students are expected to complete the reading assignment prior to coming to 
class.  YOU WILL NEED YOUR TEXTBOOK! 



Grading  
Your grade is determined by the total number of points you have earned during the semester 
divided by the total number of possible points. Course grades will be based on the cumulative 
points from:  

A = 450-500 points (90.0-100%)  
B = 400-449 points (80.0-89.9%) 
C = 350-399 points (70.0-79.9%) 
D = 300-349 points (60.0-69.9%) 
F = below 299 points (< 59.9%)  

  
• There will be NO rounding.  
• There will be NO extra points.  
• There will be NO extra credit opportunities.  
• Your grade-to-date will be posted on Canvas.  
• Your assignments and exams will be graded within two weeks after the due date or the 

day of the exam. If you see that your grade is not posted on Canvas, the assignment or 
exam has not been graded.  

  
Homework (20 points each, 100 points total) – Due dates will be announced in class.  

There will be five homework assignments. Satisfactory performance on each homework 
assignment will be worth up to 10 points. Points may be deducted if the assignment was 
not completed or not done accurately. The due date for each homework assignment will 
be announced in class and on Canvas.  

  
Exams (200 points total)  

• Dates will be announced in class and on Canvas.  
  
Exam I – 100 points  

  Exam II – 100 points  
  
Final exam (100 points) – The final exam will be cumulative.  
  
Phonetic transcription project (100 points total) – Due dates will be announced in class.  

a. Phonetic transcription (40 points)  
Students are required to obtain an audio speech sample from a person who has a 
different language/dialectal background from their own.  
Students will phonetically transcribe at least 50 words from the obtained sample, 
and also phonetically transcribe their own speech corresponding to the words that 
their interviewees said.  

  
b. Analysis (60 points)  

Students will analyze their phonetic transcriptions, and compare their own speech  



and the interviewee’s speech. The summary of analysis should NOT be more than  
 2 pages.    
 
Attendance policy  
Regular attendance in class and active listening/participating in classroom discussion is 
necessary for optimal learning. Students are expected to come to class consistently.  
  
Material presented in class will not be made up on an individual basis. If a student misses class, it 
is their personal responsibility to obtain the material missed.  
  
Electronic communication devices: Electronic devices should be used for note-taking and 
learning purposes only during the class time. Please demonstrate your respect by not texting, 
checking messages, etc. during class time.  
  
Class recordings are the intellectual property of the university or instructor and are reserved for 
use only by students in this class and only for educational purposes. Students may not post or 
otherwise share the recordings outside the class, or outside the Canvas Learning Management 
System, in any form. Failing to follow this restriction is a violation of the UNT Code of Student 
Conduct and could lead to disciplinary action.  
  
Academic integrity  
Academic Integrity is defined in the UNT Policy on Student Standards for Academic Integrity.  
Any suspected case of Academic Dishonesty will be handled in accordance with the University 
Policy and procedures. Possible academic penalties range from a verbal or written admonition to 
a grade of “F” in the course. Further sanctions may apply to incidents involving major violations. 
You will find the policy and procedures at http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity  
  
The use of Artificial Intelligence (AI):   
The use of generative AI tools (such as ChatGPT, GPT-3, GPT-4, BERT, or others) is prohibited 
for graded assignments in this course. You will transcribe and analyze speech and language data 
on your own. Examples of prohibited AI use include, but are not limited to: transcribing 
language data, preparing language sample, transcribing speech data using the International 
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), and report writing. The exams will be in-person, and no electronic 
devices including smart phones and smart watches will be allowed. Any use of AI technologies 
in your work on graded assignments and exams will be considered as an violation of UNT's 
academic integrity policy and addressed accordingly.  
  
Disability Accommodations  
The Department of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology cooperates with the Office of 
Disability Access (ODA) to make reasonable accommodation for qualified students with 
disabilities (of American with Disabilities Act and Section 504, Rehabilitation Act). All students 
who have a specific disability that qualifies them for academic accommodations are encouraged 
to register with ODA. If you need any accommodations for a disability, please submit your 

http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity
http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpolicy.unt.edu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F06.003%2520Student%2520Academic%2520Integrity.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CKat.Aoyama%40unt.edu%7C55c0cce6d3ce48e6440a08dcbbabb849%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C638591593411291733%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8l6O0HIz2IlFAaRNOpRruGlOgRWHmSmc2Vik9YQeDek%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpolicy.unt.edu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F06.003%2520Student%2520Academic%2520Integrity.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CKat.Aoyama%40unt.edu%7C55c0cce6d3ce48e6440a08dcbbabb849%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C638591593411291733%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8l6O0HIz2IlFAaRNOpRruGlOgRWHmSmc2Vik9YQeDek%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpolicy.unt.edu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F06.003%2520Student%2520Academic%2520Integrity.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CKat.Aoyama%40unt.edu%7C55c0cce6d3ce48e6440a08dcbbabb849%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C638591593411291733%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8l6O0HIz2IlFAaRNOpRruGlOgRWHmSmc2Vik9YQeDek%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpolicy.unt.edu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F06.003%2520Student%2520Academic%2520Integrity.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CKat.Aoyama%40unt.edu%7C55c0cce6d3ce48e6440a08dcbbabb849%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C638591593411291733%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8l6O0HIz2IlFAaRNOpRruGlOgRWHmSmc2Vik9YQeDek%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpolicy.unt.edu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F06.003%2520Student%2520Academic%2520Integrity.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CKat.Aoyama%40unt.edu%7C55c0cce6d3ce48e6440a08dcbbabb849%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C638591593411291733%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8l6O0HIz2IlFAaRNOpRruGlOgRWHmSmc2Vik9YQeDek%3D&reserved=0


written request to the instructor and provide certification from ODA on or before the 12th day of 
class. The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter 
of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 – The Rehabilitation Act of 
1973 as amended.  With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus 
on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.  
  
Drop Information  
Please go to the Registrar’s office for information regarding dropping a class.  
  
Emergency Notification Procedures  
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the 
event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety 
emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please 
refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials.  
Succeed at UNT!  
https://success.unt.edu/  
  
Show up. Find support. Get advised. Be prepared. Get involved. Stay focused.  
  
Supplemental Instruction (SI):  
This course offers Supplemental Instruction (SI) sessions, which are peer-led study groups 
designed to help you succeed. SI Leaders—students who have previously done well in this 
course—will facilitate these sessions. SI is free and open to all students enrolled in the course. 
Regular attendance at SI sessions has been shown to improve understanding of the material and 
overall course performance. For more information on SI session times and locations, please visit 
our website: Welcome to The Learning Center! | Learning Center (unt.edu)  
  
Additional notes – Please read carefully and often.  

• Check Canvas consistently for messages from the instructor, announcements, and 
current grades.  

• Late assignments (homework or project) will NOT be accepted.  
• If a student takes an exam on a later date than the scheduled date, 10% of the points 

earned will be deducted (e.g., if you get 100 points, 10 points will be deducted).  
  

• Requests to reschedule an exam are considered only when there is a family or medical 
emergency with documentation (e.g., not for personal conveniences).  
  

• Material presented in class will not be made up on an individual basis. If a student 
misses class, it is their personal responsibility to obtain the material missed.  

  
• If a student has a legitimate excuse for missing a due date for an assignment or an 

exam, they can submit documentation, such as a doctor’s note, to the instructor.  

https://success.unt.edu/
https://success.unt.edu/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flearningcenter.unt.edu%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKat.Aoyama%40unt.edu%7Cb738666c217148f69bd708dcbd639b4d%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C638593483238572852%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7j3CR5uwEr2tICcIgcZf%2Beo2ZIVOyR6rpIK%2BwjUKctw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flearningcenter.unt.edu%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKat.Aoyama%40unt.edu%7Cb738666c217148f69bd708dcbd639b4d%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C638593483238572852%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7j3CR5uwEr2tICcIgcZf%2Beo2ZIVOyR6rpIK%2BwjUKctw%3D&reserved=0


Consideration may be given at the end of the semester at the instructor’s discretion.  
  

• All students are expected to exhibit consistent professional conduct in the classroom. 
Disruptive classroom behaviors include, but are not limited to: tardiness, leaving 
early, offensive remarks, or chattering. Points may be deducted from their grades if a 
student exhibits unprofessional conduct in class.  

  
  



Tentative general plans  
  
Specific dates (assignment due dates, exam dates) will be announced in class and on 
Canvas.  
  
  Topic  Reading  Exams and 

assignments  
Week 1  Introduction  

IPA symbols  
    

Week 2   The study of phonetics  Chapter 1  HW 1  
Week 3  The study of phonetics  Chapter 1    
Week 4   Dialects  Chapter 2   HW 2  
Week 5  Classifying the sounds of 

speech  
Chapter 3    

Week 6   Classifying the sounds of 
speech  

Chapter 3  HW 3  

Week 7  Classifying the sounds of 
speech  

Chapter 3    

Week 8   Stop consonants  Chapter 5  Exam I  
Week 9  Fricative consonants  Chapter 6  HW 4  
Week 10   Affricate, nasal, and glide 

consonants  
Chapters 7, 8, 9  Project Part 1   

(speech sample)  
Week 11  Front and central vowels  Chapters 10 and 11    
Week 12  Back vowels and 

diphthongs  
Chapters 12 and 13  HW 5  

Week 13  Clinical phonetics  Chapter 4  Exam II  
Week 14  Clinical phonetics  Chapter 4    
Week 15  Suprasegmentals   Chapter 14  Project Part 2  

(speech analysis)  
  

Final exam: Monday, May 4, 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
  
  


