

Shakespeare

ENGL 4430 
Hickory Hall 252 / MW 2:00-3:20

Prof. Jeff Doty 								
Office: Lang 407H
Office hours: Tue 2:00–4:00 and by appointment
Contacting me: Jeffrey.Doty@unt.edu (typical response time: 12-48 hours, excluding weekends); Canvas email (typical response time: 3-5 days)
		
Course Description
Shakespeare’s plays are among the greatest achievements in human history. But no one being honest would call them easy of access. He wrote over four hundred years ago (ca. 1590-1612) in a world very different from ours. His language can be obscure and excessive, his syntax convoluted and bewildering, and the conventions of his stagecraft alien and awkward. But Shakespeare is worth his difficulty. Modern life -- especially its digital forms – dulls our experience of being human. Great art restores you to your senses, awakens your love of the world and its majestic splendor, and reminds you to think better of the other people in it, who have minds as rich and cares as heavy as your own. No art is greater in this regard than Shakespeare’s. Such is my opinion, and by the end of the term I hope it will be yours as well. 

Learning Goals
Students will:
· develop a formal vocabulary for discussing Shakespeare’s poetry and drama;
· identify continuities in human experience and meaning from Shakespeare’s time to now as well as historical differences;
· engage in the moral reasoning demanded by the political, ethical, theological, and aesthetic questions Shakespeare raises; 
· demonstrate the ability to communicate a central idea effectively using appropriate organization in written and digital formats; and 
· develop arguments at an advanced level using a combination of effective supporting materials.
Required Texts (available at the University Bookstore): 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Oxford Shakespeare)		The Tempest (New Cambridge Shakespeare)
Measure for Measure (New Cambridge Shakespeare) 		Hamlet (New Cambridge Shakespeare)
Macbeth (New Cambridge Shakespeare)			Coriolanus (New Cambridge Shakespeare)
The First Part of Henry IV (New Cambridge Shakespeare) 

· You need a printed edition with footnotes. Bring it to class every day.
· Do not use the “No Fear Shakespeare” series. Reading him in modern translation would prevent you learning how to read him for yourself. 
· If you lose your book or have trouble purchasing one, you have two options: (1) go to the library and check a copy out or (2) print the play out from the New Oxford Shakespeare scholarly edition: see the link on the Canvas course page or go to http://libproxy.library.unt.edu:5454/nos. 

Prepare
This class will be time-consuming. We are studying rather than just reading the plays. By the time we finish a play, you should have gone through it on your own at least twice. For each day’s assigned reading, I recommend going through once at a normal speed (or reading along with a production) to get the gist, and then going back through it again more slowly, paying attention to the footnotes, the repeated words or motifs you notice, the turning points for characters, etc. Take notes as you read, keeping track of questions you want to ask and passages and issues you want to analyze in class. 
[bookmark: _Hlk174885959]
Watch
I have also posted links to performances of these plays in Canvas. Some are required but all are recommended. You’ll learn so much from seeing professionals stage the plays. Watch scenes that you were puzzled by or had trouble picturing. If you are struggling with the language, watching performances after you read or reading along with them is helpful. 

Participate
Most of this course will be devoted to guided discussions of the plays. I need you to contribute to these discussions. This means taking risks by answering and asking questions – for all 15 weeks rather than in spurts. Quality participation also includes listening to others and entering dialogue that makes room for other voices. 

Take Notes; Read Your Notes Weekly
Recent studies indicate that we forget up to 40% of what we learn within 24 hours. Taking notes, however, can allow close to 100% retention (especially if you read your notes once a week). Students who take notes by hand score better on exams. 

Attend
Because class discussions is the primary activity of the course, and because Shakespeare is difficult to understand through self-study, attendance is important and therefore mandatory. More than 3 absences will result in a lowering of your final grade. The readings build on one another, so absences in this class tend to levy their own intrinsic penalty, which is why it is important, if you miss class, to keep up with the reading, get notes from a classmate, or ask me for supplementary materials. 

Office Hours
If there are aspects of the plays that you’d like to go over in more depth or things you would like to understand better, please come to my office hours or schedule an appointment to meet with me. Office hours are a resource for you.

Assignments & Grade Breakdown 
30%	Quizzes, take-home assignments, in-class writing, group work 
15% 	Poem memorization (with professor, not whole class) & explication in digital format 
15%	Midterm exam 
20%	Project: either a set of short essays or an in-class performance of a soliloquy or (with a partner) a colloquy or a teaching portfolio (a unit on Shakespeare for a high school class and a philosophy of teaching statement)  
20%	Final exam (can be replaced by a final paper for students who have a grade of greater than 90.0 and no more than 3 absences.)
+/–	Participation etc. I may add up to 3 points to the final grade based on the totality of your contributions to the class in the form of consistent and quality participation, preparation, and attention; conversely, I may subtract up to 3 points of the final grade based on chronic learning-environment distractions in the form of electronic device use, tardiness, leaving early, and unpreparedness, which includes not having a printed copy of the plays each day.

[bookmark: _Hlk187215168]Late Work is subject to a penalty of 5 points off per day. 

[bookmark: _Hlk187215250]Civility & Attention Management (see Canvas PPT for more details)
· Observe the NO ELECTRONIC DEVICES policy by putting your phone, tablets, and laptops away for the duration of the class. Away – not on the table, on your lap, or on top of our bag etc., but away. Why?
· It is good for you. Every study confirms that electronics create major attention fragmentation, which in turn prevents learning as well as habits of mind (concentration) and habits of character (patience and concentration). Even having your phone near you harms your ability to learn. 
· It is good for others. It is an act of courtesy to give your professor and classmates your undivided attention. Moreover, messing around with your phone distracts others, especially when we all know that it violates the course policy, which then makes everyone wonder if the professor is going to say something about it.  
· Please be on time. 
· Because traffic in and out of the room is distracting, please keep your seat for the duration of the class (unless you are experiencing an emergency). 
· See “Participation” above for grade adjustments (e.g., an A- would become a B+) tied to violations of civility & attention management policies. I do not typically issue warnings, so please stay vigilant about your own habits.   
 
[bookmark: _Hlk174883569][bookmark: _Hlk187215328]Standard UNT Policies on Academic Integrity, AI, and Disability Accommodation: see Canvas

SCHEDULE
I have broken the plays into smaller units for each day. You should think of this not as ‘the reading for this day’ but rather what you have been asked to study for that day; ideally it will be your second time through. Try to get through each the play twice – plus watching a performance. Shakespeare gets better and easier with each reading.

1/12	Introduction to Shakespeare’s Life & Times 
Sonnet 30 (handout)
1/14	Introduction to Shakespeare’s Theatre
Sonnet 65 (handout)
	Shakespeare’s dramatic verse: Midsummer Night’s Dream, 2.1.84-120 and dramatic prose: 1.2.1-32 
		
1/19	MLK, JR. DAY
1/21	A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Acts 1.1-2.1
		 
1/26	A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Acts 2.2-4.2. Required viewing: Globe performance before class.
1/28	A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Act 5

2/2	Macbeth, Acts 1-2.2
2/4	Macbeth, Acts 2.3-4

2/9	Macbeth, Act 5. Required viewing: either the Tennant Macbeth or Kurosawa’s Throne of Blood (on Canvas)
2/11	1 Henry IV, Act 1

2/16	1 Henry IV, Acts 2-3
2/18	1 Henry IV, Act 4-5. 

Sonnet memorization & explication in digital format due before 2/20 (schedule an appointment)

2/23	The Tempest, Acts 1-2 
2/25	The Tempest, Acts 3-4

Extra credit: attend a performance of The Tempest -- February 26-March 1 at UNT (RTFP 132). 
Tickets will be purchased for you. Details on short response essay t.b.a.

3/2	The Tempest, Act 5 
3/4	Exam 1
	
3/9	SPRING BREAK 
3/11	SPRING BREAK 

3/16	Hamlet, Act 1 
3/18	Hamlet, Acts 2-3 
	
3/23	Hamlet, Act 4 
3/25	Hamlet, Act 5. Required viewing: one of the Hamlets on Canvas by this class period. 

3/30 	Measure for Measure, Act 1
4/1 	Measure for Measure, Acts 2-3

4/6	Measure for Measure, Acts 4-5
4/9	Coriolanus, Act 1. 
	
4/13	Coriolanus, Act 2-3
4/15	Coriolanus, Acts 4-5

4/20 	Coriolanus, Act 5. Required viewing: Ralph Fiennes’s Coriolanus (on Canvas) by this class period. 
4/22 	selected Sonnets (t.b.a.)

Final Project Due 4/24 at 11:59pm

4/27	Shakespeare’s Sonnets, con’t // performances for those doing the soliloquy or colloquy option   
4/29	Prepare for final exam

Final Exam: Monday, May 4th, 12:30-2:30
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