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English 3830
American Literature I
Spring 2026

Instructor: Dr. Robin Coffelt

Office: Language 409J

Office Hours: In person Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 1:00-1:50.
Via Zoom Tuesdays 10:30-11:30 and Thursdays 1:30-2:30 https://unt.zoom.us/j/81509678128 

English Department Main Office: (940) 565-2050

E-mail address: Janie.coffelt@unt.edu 

Why you’re here: The purpose of this course is to expose you to a wide variety of works from what is now the United States, from the earliest written literatures to the Civil War. We’ll be discussing genres and forms, culture and cultural attitudes, influences and influencers. 

Textbook:    		The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Volumes A and B, 10th Edition

Course Objectives	●  To learn about some of the major works of American literature from origins to 1865.
			●  To become more discerning readers
			●  To develop new perspectives on literature by listening to the views of your fellow students and your instructor
			●  To learn new lenses through which to view early American literature and its social and cultural context
			●  To learn to appreciate the value of literature and of reading in a broad    context and develop a lifelong love of reading
			●  To develop skills in writing about literature
			●  To become a better, more empathetic and compassionate human being by better understanding the experiences of others




Evaluation		Exam #1				15%
Exam #2				15%
Final Exam				20%
Short Paper #1				20%
Short Paper #2				20%
Participation/Attendance 		10%

Policies and		
Procedures

Attendance	• You must attend class regularly. I comply with the English Department attendance policy. Per departmental policy, if you miss more than ten classes for any reason, you may fail the course.  It is your responsibility to keep a record of how many absences you have, although you may ask me to confirm.

			•    In accordance with English Department policy, I do not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences, except for university-excused absences, military service, Title IX-related absences, and religious holy days, as required by state law. For these, please bring me all appropriate documentation as soon as possible. If you have a chronic illness or other documented case that is not an excused absence as defined above but may result in an unusual number of absences, please see me as soon as possible to discuss your situation.

Office Hours 		●	I offer both in person office hours on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays, and Zoom office hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The Zoom link is for ALL Zoom office hours and for class days when we’ll meet on Zoom. 

Participation	● Your participation and attendance grade will be determined as follows: any student who has four or fewer absences and has participated regularly and positively in class through discussion questions and other participation will earn a grade between 90 and 100%. The grade will then decrease by ten percent per absence for absences 5-9. Students with ten or more absences (except for excused absences as defined above or substantial extenuating circumstances) will earn a grade of zero for participation, and may also fail the course for nonattendance/ low attendance. 

Short Essays 	•	You will write two short (2-5 page) essays, each about one of the works we are reading this semester.  As you complete each reading, think about whether it is a work about which you might like to write.  You will receive a handout explaining each essay.

			•   Essay #2 incorporates a research component using research techniques and strategies typically expected of English majors. If you are not an English major (and that’s great, you are more than welcome!) or have not yet taken English 3000, you may want to swing by my office hours to discuss research strategies for the second essay, since we won’t spend much class time on that topic.  

Exams			•		Exams will contain a variety of question types, which may include but are not limited to matching, fill in the blank, short answer, and essay. The final exam will have a cumulative component.  	

Plagiarism 	“The term ‘plagiarism’ includes, but is not limited to, the use, by 
And  Other		paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or unpublished work of 
Academic		another person without full and clear acknowledgment. It also includes Dishonesty		the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or 
agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials”  (UNT Undergraduate Catalog).

If you turn in a piece of writing all or part of which you have plagiarized, you may be dismissed with an “F” in the course.  If you use unauthorized assistance of any kind in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations, you may be dismissed with an “F” in the course.  Further action within the context of university guidelines may be considered. Be aware that plagiarism and/or academic dishonesty are grounds for penalties up to and including expulsion from the university.

Special note one: one form of plagiarism that students sometimes aren’t aware of is “dual submission.” Dual submission means turning in the same or a substantially similar assignment for two classes, or retaking a class to improve your grade and turning in the same or very similar work, or in other ways reusing work for assignments that are expected to be your original effort. 

Special note two: The use of generative AI writing tools (such as ChatGPT, Grammarly, Gemini, CoPilot, and others) is prohibited in this class. Assignments for the course have been designed to help you develop as a writer without the use of these technologies. You will generate ideas, read, revise, and write on your own and/or in consultation with peers, me, or Writing Center tutors, and you will not use AI at any stage of your writing process. You are the author of your work for the course and authorship means you take responsibility for your words and claims. It is your responsibility to understand what is and is not generative AI. For this class, a good guideline is that spell checkers and grammar checkers that do not recommend phrasing changes are allowed, but any software that suggests phrases or sentences is “generative,” meaning it generates content, and is NOT allowed. If you use a spelling or grammar checker, or any other assistance including the Writing Center, your roommate or your mom, please add a note to your work acknowledging this use, and what software you used (e.g. Microsoft Word spellcheck). Any use of AI technologies in your work will be considered an violation of UNT's academic integrity policy and addressed accordingly. 

All coursework turned in on Canvas will be subject to evaluation by TurnItIn. Note that you have access to the TurnItIn originality report. 


Names 		If you have a chosen name or nickname that is different from your legal 
			name and would like that to be used in class, please let me know.

Pronouns		Pronouns (she/her, they/them, he/him, etc.) are a public way for people to address you, much like your name, and can be shared with a name when making an introduction, both virtually and in-person. Just as we ask and don’t assume someone’s name, we should also ask and not assume someone’s pronouns.
You can add your pronouns to your Canvas account, so that they follow your name when posting to discussion boards, submitting assignments, etc.

Your			•	I expect that you will read (and thus that I may test you on)
Responsibilities  		headnotes for the texts which we read as well as any handouts, unless I explicitly state that they are optional reading.

				• I may test you on, and will expect you to be familiar with, any assigned material, whether or not we discuss it in class.

			• I strongly encourage you to drop by my office with questions or concerns. Students who meet with their instructors tend to have better grades and learn more than those who do not.  

· Please talk to me in person rather than emailing me, whenever possible.  

			• I expect that your behavior in the classroom will be respectful of me and of your fellow students. Always remember that you have an opportunity to enhance or detract from your participation grade each time you enter the classroom.

• This is a low-technology classroom. Turn off ringers on cell phones 
before entering our classroom, and place phones and other electronics out of your sight. If you have an emergency and must use your phone, please excuse yourself from the classroom before doing so. If you have a special situation, please let me know. If you cannot agree to this course responsibility, please select a different section of the course.

· Rather than taking notes on a laptop or tablet, please take notes by hand in this course unless you have a strong reason or preference for typing notes. Please check with me if you prefer to use a laptop or tablet for note taking. I may ask you to sit at the back of the room to reduce distractions to others.

•  Do not make audio and video recordings of this class or take 
photographs in this class, including photos of the board, your instructor, or any other student, without express permission from me and other students, if relevant. If you have an ODA accommodation that allows audio recording, you MUST complete the ODA audio recording agreement and discuss parameters with me BEFORE recording any discussions. 

			•  It is possible that you may find some of the readings or discussion topics this semester morally, ethically, or personally challenging—or even disturbing or offensive. That is to be expected in any course that includes literature, and these reactions are sometimes part of the process of engaging with the texts we’ll read. You are always welcome to discuss any of these issues with me privately, and you are welcome to discuss them in class, as long as you approach the discussion with an open mind and a positive attitude.

			●  Bring at least one thoughtful, insightful discussion question to class each day. These questions should be developed from your close reading of the day’s assignment, and should promote interesting conversation among your classmates. Most class days, I will ask students to write these questions on the board at the beginning of class. I will select some of them to assist in development of class discussion. These discussion questions will form part of your Attendance and Participation grade for the course. 

Essential		In accordance with the terms and spirit of the Americans with Disabilities
Competencies		Act and Section 504, Rehabilitation Act, I will cooperate with the office of Disability Accommodation to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.  If you have a disability for which you require accommodation, please advise me of your needs in writing no later than the second week of class, and make time to discuss those accommodations with me, briefly, in person during my office hours. 

Essential competencies for the course include the ability
• to read and analyze literature
			• to write clear, concise prose in response to questions within the context of a timed exam
• to write essays
• to discuss literature in class and in small groups



Schedule of Readings and Assignments



Notes: 
1. The first page only of each reading assignment is provided except in cases where there might be confusion.
2. Close reading with annotation is expected unless I explicitly note otherwise. 
3. Students should complete readings by the day listed. 

Week One
Mon., Jan. 12				•	Introduction to the Course	 

Wed., Jan. 14				•	“Beginnings to 1820,” (Vol. A) pg. 3-25


Fri., Jan. 16				Native American and European Encounters: Three Perspectives
· King Philip’s Speech, pg. 48
· Columbus, Intro and Letter of Discovery, pg. 53
· de las Casas, Intro and from “An Account, Much Abbreviated, of the Destruction of the Indies,” pg. 61

Week Two
Mon., Jan. 19				MLK Day. Classes Do Not Meet. 

Wed., Jan. 21				• Anne Bradstreet, pg. 211; “The Author to Her Book,” pg. 230; 
					   “Before the Birth of One of Her Children,” pg. 230; Bradstreet, “To My Dear and Loving Husband,” pg. 231; “In Memory of My Dear Grandchild Elizabeth Bradstreet,” pg. 234

Fri., Jan. 23				•  Mary Rowlandson, pg. 260; “A Narrative of the Captivity and 
				   Restoration…” pg. 262


Week Three
Mon., Jan. 26				• Mary Rowlandson, continued.	

Wed., Jan. 28				• “American Literature and the Varieties of Religious Expression,” pg. 407-408
					• Jonathan Edwards, pg. 360; “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” pg. 394 (a close reading is not necessary unless this is your jam; just get the idea of the major themes and dominant tones of this famous sermon)
				•  John Woolman, pg. 413				 
Fri., Jan. 30			• Olaudah Equiano, pg. 649; The Interesting Narrative…Written by 
				  Himself, pg. 651-695
				      

Week Four
Mon., Feb. 2			• Equiano, continued	

Wed., Feb. 4			 • Phyllis Wheatley, pg. 713; “On Being Brought from Africa to 
				   America,” pg. 715; “Thoughts on the Works of Providence,” pg. 719; 
				   “To S.M., a Young African Painter, on Seeing His Works” pg. 721      

Fri., Feb. 6			•   “Native American Eloquence: Negotiation and Resistance,” pg. 883
				•   Cherokee Women to Governor Benjamin Franklin, pg. 891; 
				    Tecumseh, Speech to the Osages, pg. 892


Week Five
Mon., Feb 9			  Exam #1 	

Wed., Feb. 11			•   American Literature 1820-1865, pg. 3-24 (Vol. B)	

Fri., Feb. 13			•  Washington Irving, pg. 25; “Rip Van Winkle,” pg. 29		


Week Six
Mon., Feb. 16	 		•   Nathaniel Hawthorne, pg. 304; “My Kinsman, Major Molineaux,” 
				     pg. 308				

Wed., Feb. 18			•   Hawthorne, “The Minister’s Black Veil,” pg. 338	

Fri., Feb. 20			•  Hawthorne, “The Birth-Mark,” pg. 347	

 Week Seven
Mon., Feb. 23			•  Essay #1 Due on Canvas by 11:59 p.m.
				•  Hawthorne, Rappaccini’s Daughter,” pg. 359	
					
Wed., Feb. 25			•  Hawthorne Wrap-Up Day
					
Fri., Feb. 27			•   Edgar Allan Poe, pg. 556; “The Raven,” pg. 562; “Annabel Lee,” pg. 
				    568 

Week Eight				
Mon., Mar. 2			•  Poe, “The Masque of the Red Death” pg. 612; “The Tell-Tale Heart,” 
				    pg. 616
Wed., Mar. 4				•   Poe, “The Cask of Amontillado,” pg. 639

Fri., Mar. 6				•   Poe, “The Purloined Letter,” pg. 626


March 9-13: Spring Break. Classes Do Not Meet

Week Nine
Mon., Mar. 16				  Margaret Fuller, pg. 693; Review of Narrative, pg. 731
					•  Harriet Beecher Stowe, pg. 760 (biographical headnote only)

Wed., Mar. 18				•  Frederick Douglass, pg. 1064; “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass…,” pg. 1068-1098

Fri., Mar. 20				• Douglass, “Narrative,” pg. 1098-1133


Week Ten
Mon., Mar. 23				• Douglass, “Narrative,” continued

Wed., Mar. 25		 	 	• Exam #2

Fri., Mar. 27				•  	Herman Melville, pg. 1263; “Bartleby, the Scrivener,” pg. 1322


Week Eleven
Mon., Mar. 30		       	  “Bartleby,” continued

Wed., Apr. 1				 Melville, “Billy Budd, Sailor,” pg. 1426

Fri., Apr. 3				 “Billy Budd,” continued

Week Twelve
Mon., Apr. 6				•	 “Billy Budd,” continued

Wed., Apr. 8				•   Walt Whitman, pg. 1148; Whitman, “Song of Myself,” pg. 1168

Fri., Apr. 10				•  Whitman, “Song of Myself,” continued

Week Thirteen
Mon., Apr. 13				•  Whitman, “Song of Myself,” continued

Wed., Apr. 15				•  Emily Dickinson, pg. 1508; poems beginning pg. 1512: #39; #112; #207; #236, #260
					
Fri., Apr. 17				• Dickinson poems beginning pg. 1518: #269; #320; #340; #359; #409

Week Fourteen
Mon., Apr. 20				•  Dickinson poems beginning pg. 1528: #448; #466; #479; #591; #656
		 
Wed., Apr. 22				•   Essay #2 due on Canvas by 11:59 p.m.
					 • Dickinson poems beginning pg. 1538: #764; #857; #1096; 
						   #1108; #1263 

Fri., Apr. 24				•  Louisa May Alcott, pg. 1577; “My Contraband,” pg. 1577


Week Fifteen
Mon., Apr. 27				•  Rebecca Harding Davis, pg. 1548; “Life in the Iron Mills,” pg. 1550
 
Wed., Apr. 29  			•  Discussion: Davis, continued
					•  SPOT evaluation and course wrap up

Fri., May 1				University Reading Day. Classes Do Not Meet. 

The final exam for this class is Wednesday, May 6 from 7:30-9:30 a.m. in our usual room. Note the new final times.
