MUJS 1131.507 and 1132.507 Fundamentals of Vocal Jazz Performance  

One CrHr each semester  •  Mon-Wed 2:00 – 2:50 p.m  •  Room 263


Instructors: Paris Rutherford (fall-08), Jennifer Escue (spring-09)

Fundamentals of Vocal Jazz Performance is an introductory course focusing on the essential elements required of a jazz singer, especially of the vocal major in the Jazz Studies program at the University of North Texas. These include:


•
Standard jazz repertoire and interpretation (how and to whom to listen)


•
Singing chords, scales and modes


•
Singing “enclosures” and memorizing running patterns that make up jazz language


•
Growth in sight singing


•
How to write an acceptable lead sheets


•
The use of Finale and Band-in-a-Box


•
Learning to schedule yourself and your work efficiently


•
Communication skills – verbal and behavioral


•
Practice routines to build your fluency in all of the above.

MUJS 1131.507 has no prerequisite.  Co-requisites include a music lab (jazz), and the Jazz Fundamentals course(s) as needed (1360, 1361, etc) for advancement in your degree plan.  By the end of your Freshman year, you must have completed all four sections of Jazz Fundamentals, and pass the Listening to Jazz Records course (MUJS 1470) with a grade of A or B.

Attendance and Grading    You are expected to be at every class on time, and to complete assignments according to directions.  Two absences are permitted for the semester.  Formal grading will begin with the midterm test, and you will be given a grade for participation and assignments each week thereafter.  Final grade will be an average of weekly grades, Midterm, and Final Exam.

Text: Jazz Singer’s Handbook (Michele Weir), available at Penders Music, South Elm St.

You are expected to take notes, to keep a notebook for your materials, and to communicate appropriately.  You are also expected to attend jazz performances, both on and off campus, and to learn to associate in the jazz community.

You will learn six new tunes, and sing them in class, on mic, for comments – improvisation is optional at first, expected by midterm.  For these, you will prepare lead sheets according to UNT standards.  We will help you in all of this!   You will also be supportive of others as they sing.

You may expect me to be prepared for every class session, and to push your development as a jazz singer.  I will make the most helpful comments possible.  You may also expect me to hold you to your daily practice regimen and to accept no excuses for not pursuing your degree in a business-like manner, with help as needed.

MUJS 1131 and 1132 operate within the University policy on disabilities.  See Rutherford for problems during the first week of class.  

Group 1
Group 2

Group 3___________Group 4__

Mikaela Kahn
Kaela Bratcher

Angela Bou-Keir
Mee Jee Lee

Katrina Cain
Robert Reid

Jacqueline Sotelo
Grace Wright


Vanessa Catalanotta





Class Schedule

Week 1

Mon
8/25
Intro and perspectives on the jazz degree: courses, ensembles etc..  Sight reading

Wed
8/27
Repertoire – what makes good jazz - where to find the best tunes.  Sight reading

Assn
Prepare your own repertoire list, and identify eight new tunes from rep list that


you will learn this semester.  (Print and submit Wednesday 9/5)

Week 2


Singing in class:


Mon
9/1
Labor Day – no class
No-one yet


Wed
9/3
Listening and transcribing
No-one yet



Assn
Major scales – around the 5ths (ongoing)
Week 3



Mon
9/8
Creative listening: the ballad
Guest performer

Wed
9/10
Creative listening: the ballad
Group 1 sings

Assn
One transcription (16 bars)



Due Monday 9/15

Week 4



Mon
9/15
Creative listening: Swing
Group 2 sings

Wed
9/17
Using Band-in-a-Box (Room 348)
B-in-a-B

Assn
One transcription (2nd half)



Due Monday 9/22

Week 5



Mon
9/22
Creative listening: Swing
Group 3 sings

Wed
9/24
Writing good lead sheets
Group 4 sings

Assn
Transcription and B-in-a-B




Also, record yourself with BiaB




(Purchase and label a minidisk.)


Week 6


Mon
9/29
Creative listening: Latin & -8
Group 1

Wed10/1

Finale software (Room 348)
Group 2

Assn
Transcribe from Latin source



Record yourself w/BiaB

Week 7



Mon
10/6
Creative listening: Latin & -8
Group 3



Wed
10/8
Transcribing bass lines
Group 4

Assn
Record yourself w/BiaB, due 10/17.

Week 8



Mon
10/13
Reviewing first 7 wks (Room 348)
No-one

Wed
10/15
Mid Term Exam (Room 348 – signup)
No-one
Week 9



Mon
10/20
Building your book
Group 1 & 2 Transcriptions

Wed
10/22
Enclosures
Group 3 & 4 Transcriptions 
Week 10



Mon
10/27
Patterns and sight reading
Group 1 & 2 – sing from your book


Wed
10/29
Patterns and sight reading
Group 3 & 4 – sing from your book

Assn
Learn a recorded instr solo 

Week 11




Mon
11/3
Singing modes to changes
Group 1 & 2 Transcriptions


Wed
11/5
More Finale-ing
Group 3 & 4 Transcriptions
Week 12



Mon
11/10
Focus on transcriptions
Group 3


Wed
11/12
Focus on the keyboard 
Group 4


Fri
11/14
Masterclass with Nancy  King (11:00 a.m., Lab East – be there!)



JSgrs 1 fall concert – 8:00 p.m. Winspear, Nancy King at 9:00)

Week 13



Mon 11/17
Improvisational patterns
Jennifer and Hil


Wed 11/19
Improvisational patterns
Everyone sings


Fri 11/21
JSgrs 2 fall concert – 6:00 Kenton, be there!


Sun 11/23
JSgrs 3 Fall Concert – 6:00 Kenton, be there!
Week 14



Mon
11/24
Putting it together
Everyone - trading the blues

Wed
11/26
Review for the Final Jury Exam 
No-one

Week 15

Prefinals: schedule for the final jury will be confirmed at Mid Term.


Mon
12/1
Last class meeting – bring all of your materials.


Wed
12/3
Mock Juries, Room 348

Week 16

Final Juries


Wed 1210
Final Exam – 3:00 p.m., Room 263

Upcoming Events

January: auditions


Jazz Singers auditions for the spring will be held Sunday and Monday afternoons (1/18-19) 


and not Friday Saturday according to the Jazz Website.  If Martin Luther King Day is a 


sensitive day for you, plan to audition on Sunday.   Signups are posted by Final Week.
February: Gomez Artist Week


The week of February 23rd is Gomez Artist Week;  The Thursday night concert will feature


Dave Brubeck and his group.  Plan to attend as many of the sessions as possible.  Official


class absence excuses are available through Paris Rutherford

April 16 - 18: North Texas Jazz Festival, Addison


This is an internationally recognized festival, with non-competitive school performances in 


the daytime, and high-level jazz performances in the evening.  Plan to drive to Addison for


as many events as possible.

June 20-26, North Texas Vocal Jazz Workshop, with faculty including Rosana Eckert, 


 Jennifer Barnes, Hildegunn Gjedrem, and Paris Rutherford.

VJ Solo Listen – 1

1. Softly As In A Morning Sunrise – Dianne Reeves

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

2. September Song – Sarah Vaughn

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

3. Close Enough For Love – Dianne Reeves

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

4. September Fifteenth – Mark Murphy

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________


5.
Moments Notice – Mark Murphy

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________


6.
Farmers’ Market – Mark Murphy

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________


7.
Body And Soul – Eddie Jefferson

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________


8.
Do It Again – Judy Garland

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________


9.
Blackbird – Bobby McFerrin

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________


10.
Frim Fram Sauce – Diana Krall

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________


11.
Gone With The Wind – Ella Fitzgerald

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________


12.
Spring Can Really Hang You Up The Most – Jackie & Roy

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Preparing to Improvise

Improvisation is the creative use of your own version of the musical language.  Improvisation usually involves singing to chord changes, so your musical language must contain sufficient harmonics that when telling your own story you are agreeing with those chord changes without being pedantic.  (Arpeggiating the chords or singing scale passages that agree with the chords)

Singers develop this accessible language by incorporating patterns and scale exercises into their daily practice.  AND, by recording and listening at least twice each week.  



There is no substitute for this step.  
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Incorporate these into your daily warm-ups.  Sing them slowly with nonsense lyrics of your own (doo-ee-oo-ee etc), around the circle of fifths.  Record yourself – no singer on earth knows exactly what he/she sounds like while actually singing.

Start simple, with major, then in a couple or three weeks add Dorian.
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