
MUJS 1361 Jazz Aural Fundamentals
John Murphy

Spring 2011 Syllabus

1 Course information
Syllabus version 1.2 on 2011-02-13
Meets Mon and Wed 11-11:50 in Music 262
Website ecampus.unt.edu
Office Music 266
Office hours Monday 1-1:50; Wednesday 2-2:50; Thurs-

day 3-3:50; Friday 11-11:50; and by appointment. To
make an appointment, send me several times you can
meet. I’ll reply with the time that fits my schedule.

Phone (940) 565-4344
Email Please use the email tool in Blackboard

for class-related email. My UNT email is
john.murphy@unt.edu.

2 Syllabus changelog
1. 2011-02-13 Changed Test 2 to Feb. 23 and Test 3 to

Mar. 9 due to days lost to weather closing.
2. 2011-01-26 Added dates of tests.

3 Learning objectives
In this class, students will prepare for jazz improvisation
study by improving their ability to:

1. recognize the risks to your hearing that are part of
being a musician and ways to reduce them

2. hear structurally by building a perceptual grid against
which we perceive musical events. perceptual grid =
scale degrees, chromatic scale, functional harmony,
metrical grid

3. hear melody, rhythm, harmony, timbre, and form in
jazz style

4. sing jazz melodic lines and rhythms with preparation
5. sing melodies and perform rhythms at sight
6. listen with analytical understanding
7. understand jazz theory concepts that are also covered

in 1360
8. use software to work on aural skills, including tran-

scribing music

4 Required text
The Jazz Language by Dan Haerle.

5 Grading
The final exam will be given on Monday, May 9, 2011 from
10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Table 1: Tests
Test 1 (Feb. 2) 5%
Test 2 (Feb. 23) 8%
Test 3 (Mar. 9) 12%
Test 4 (Midterm, Mar. 23) 15%
Test 5 (Apr. 6) 15%
Test 6 (Apr. 20) 20%
Final exam 25%
Total 100%

Midterm and final exams will include an in-class portion
and an individual portion. The individual portion for the
final will happen during week 15. Every exam is compre-
hensive, which means it includes all of the course topics
up to that point. The standard mathematical rounding
procedure will apply to final grades. For example, 89.4 is a
B, 89.5 is an A (see Table 2).

Table 2: Grading scale
A 89.5–100%
B 79.5–89.4%
C 69.5–79.4%
D 59.5–69.4%
F 59.4% and below

6 Attendance policy
Regular attendance is crucial to your success in this course.
You are allowed two unexcused absences without penalty.
For the third unexcused absence, 2.5 points are deducted
from your final point total. For the fourth unexcused ab-
sence, another 2.5 points are deducted. If you miss five or
more classes, you must drop the class or your final grade
will be F. I expect you to arrive on time and to stay for
the entire class. If you need to leave early, speak with me
before class.
The only excused absences I will accept are absences

caused by:

1. university-sponsored activities, such as ensemble tours,
which you must document in writing;

2. extended serious illness requiring a doctor’s care, which
you must document in writing. Ordinary “not feeling
well” does not count as extended serious illness. For
that you can use one of the unexcused absences.
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3. other serious reason that is documented in writing

If you are not present when the roster is passed around to
sign at the start of each class, you are considered absent for
that day. Please make sure your phone won’t ring during
class.

7 Academic Honesty
Academic honesty means presenting only your own ideas
as your own, and giving credit for the ideas of others when
you use them in your academic work. No form of academic
dishonesty will be tolerated in this class. Students are
expected to follow the UNT Code of Student Conduct and
Discipline. Plagiarism or cheating will result in a failing
grade for the course. Having someone else sign the roster
for you is a form of academic dishonesty, and if this is
detected you will be asked to drop the course or receive a
final grade of WF or F.

8 Course activities
Each class will be a mix of listening, singing, transcribing,
and playing. Bring a music manuscript notebook and a
regular notebook to each class. On exam days, please bring
a pencil. In some classes I’ll ask for volunteers to play
instruments.

9 Course topics
We’ll move from simple to complex as we study the follow-
ing topics:

• hearing health
• intervals
• hearing structurally within a key using scale degrees
• rhythm and meter
• chords and chord voicings
• scales and modes
• progressions
• song form
• timbre
• transcription

10 Professor’s expectations of the
students

I expect you to:

1. take responsibility for your learning in this class
2. attend every class, arrive on time, and stay the entire

time
3. arrive for your office appointments on time
4. work consistently on the skills we’re studying outside

of class

11 What students can expect from
the professor

You can expect me to:

1. treat every student with respect and the expectation
that every student is capable of doing well in this class

2. begin and end class on time
3. allow time for questions in class
4. be prepared for class
5. to be available outside of class in the office and by

email within Blackboard
6. to be willing to modify what we do in class in order

to help you learn better

12 Students with disabilities
Students with disabilities that affect their work in this
class are invited to speak with me privately about it. If
you need an accomodation that affects graded work, you
must submit the form from the ODA.

13 UNT Ally
I participated in UNT Ally training in Fall 2010. From the
UNT Ally website:

Ally Training educates and trains students, staff
and faculty to create a safe zone for GLBT (gay,
lesbian, bisexual, transgender) people at UNT.
You don’t have to be GLBT/LGBT to go through
training. Ally training is for anyone who’s inter-
ested. The goal is to achieve a culture where any
person can study and/or work in an environment
free of discrimination and harassment.

The UNT Ally website is ally.unt.edu.

14 Evaluation of the course
The standard UNT evaluation (SETE) will be done at the
end of the course. If you have comments or suggestions for
improving the course before then, please give them to me.

15 Changes
This syllabus is subject to change with notice.
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