
MUJS 4470 and 5430 Syllabus Spring 2017 
 
Last updated Jan. 15, 2017 
 
Class format 
This class uses the blended format. Some class meetings will be replaced by 
work done outside of class. 
 
Catalog description 
MUJS 4470, History of Jazz. Catalog description: Chronological survey of the 
major styles and artists of jazz, from African acculturation in the New World 
to the present. Prerequisite(s): MUJS 1470 with grade of C or higher.  
MUJS 5430, Graduate Review of Jazz History. Catalog description: Study of the 
standard narrative of jazz history and jazz repertoire. Prerequisite(s): None. 
Meets with MUJS 4470. 
 
Instructor 
John Murphy, Ph.D., Professor and Chair, Division of Jazz Studies. My email is 
john.murphy@unt.edu. Students are required to use UNT email for all class-
related email. 
Office hours: If you need to make an appointment, send several times you can 
meet by email (remember to use UNT email) and I’ll reply to confirm the 
earliest time that fits my schedule. My office is 266. 
 
Who should take this class 
MUJS 4470 is crosslisted with MUJS 5430, Graduate Review of Jazz History. 
Graduate students in MUJS 5430 will attend all class meetings of 4470; do all 
the graded work for 4470; meet a graduate standard for their research papers; 
have optional additional meetings to discuss extra readings and pedagogical 
topics; and have the option to make a class presentation based on their 
research papers. According to the catalog, the prerequisite for undergraduates 
is MUJS 1470 with grade of C or higher. Jazz studies majors must have earned 
an A or B in MUJS 1470 before taking this class. 
 
I don’t enforce the prerequisite for non-majors because music majors with 
majors other than jazz studies are often advised to take this class as an 
upper-division elective. Students with majors other than jazz studies are 
welcome, but they should be aware that prior knowledge of music in general and 
jazz in particular is expected. Students can do well in this class regardless 
of major if they have regular attendance and good study skills. If you are new 
to jazz and would like suggestions of short books you can read to learn a lot 
about jazz in a short time, let me know. 
 
Who shouldn’t take this class 
This is only required for jazz studies majors. If you have another major and 
you are not prepared to attend regularly and keep up with the work, you will 
find it frustrating and your GPA is likely to be negatively affected. This 
class requires a lot of work. If you are not already familiar with jazz and/or 
your study and attendance habits are weak, you shouldn’t take it because you 
will probably earn a low grade or have to withdraw. 
 
Required text 



Gioia, Ted. 2011. The History of Jazz. 2nd edition. New York: Oxford 
University Press. This is a trade book, not a textbook. 
It’s available at the UNT Bookstore and possibly at other local bookstores. On 
amazon you can find Kindle and audio editions. Don’t get the first edition. 
You must work from the second edition. 
 
Reading and listening 
We’ll use library resources and your preferred listening sources for reading 
and listening. 
 
Learning goals 
1. To understand that the word jazz has a history, and that studying the 
history of jazz involves studying what the word and the music have meant to 
people over time in various places. 
2. To understand the history of jazz in terms of musical style and historical 
context. 
3. To understand the contributions of important jazz musicians and important 
figures in the music who have roles other than musician. 
4. To improve your ability to listen aesthetically and analytically to jazz 
performances. To support this goal, we will emphasize listening with total 
focus. Our current media environment privileges the visual. We will privilege 
listening. 
5. To cultivate the habit of finding the metadata about each track we listen 
to. Metadata (data about the data) include things like the personnel, 
recording date, album(s) the track was issued on. It’s common in today’s 
listening environment to listen without being provided with any of that 
information. We will use a variety of sources to always know who we are 
listening to. 
6. To improve your ability to make and evaluate arguments about jazz history. 
7. To understand how jazz relates to other kinds of music, including Western 
classical and traditional music and various kinds of world music. 
8. To understand the contributions of jazz to U.S. and world culture. 
9. To be able to find high-quality print and audiovisual information about 
jazz in the library and on the web, think critically about it, and write a 
research paper. 
10. To use new media to represent your knowledge of jazz history. 
11. To understand jazz history from the perspective of historiography. History 
is the narrative of past events. Historiography is the critical study of how 
histories are written. 
 
Graded work 
There are 100 course points in the grading scale. 
 
60 points: Quizzes ensure that students are keeping up with reading, classes, 
and listening. 
 10 chapter quizzes. Quizzes will be on Blackboard. For each chapter, a 
set of listening selections will be identified as quiz repertoire. The quiz 
will not cover every tune mentioned in the chapter. The lowest grade is 
dropped. The average grade in percent of 9 highest quiz grades multiplied by 
60 course points will be your grade for this portion. Quiz 10 will be given on 
Blackboard at the final exam time. 
 



40 points: To enable students to learn independently, these assignments will 
constitute the research portfolio: 
Three listening annotations (using software to annotate an audio track) 20 
course points (5 each for the first two, 10 for the third one because tracks 
get longer as we move later in jazz history). You may use the free Sonic 
Visualiser software (http://www.sonicvisualiser.org/) or the inexpensive 
Transcribe! Software (https://www.seventhstring.com/). 
 
Research project. An independent research project on a topic in jazz history. 
You will have the option to communicate the results of the research project in 
a 2000-word paper, an audio documentary with brief essay, or a video 
documentary with brief essay, 20 course points. The audio documentary is like 
a nonfiction podcast or NPR story. 
 
Grading scale 
 
The grading scale is: A = 89.5-100; B = 79.5-89.4; C = 69.5-79.4; D = 59.5 
69.4; F = 59.4 and below 
 
I grade each assignment and total up the points. I do not go back and adjust 
the final point total. I do not accept extra credit work or extra work to make 
up for low grades or excessive absences. You will receive grade reports in 
your UNT email. I don’t use the Blackboard gradebook. 
 
Calendar of topics and readings 
Week 1 Introduction; Library orientation; Orientation to listening sources and 
technology tasks. 
Week 2 Ch 1 The Prehistory of Jazz 
Week 3 Ch 2 New Orleans Jazz 
Week 4 Ch 3 The Jazz Age 
Week 5 Ch 4 Harlem 
Week 6 Ch 5 The Swing Era 
Week 7 Ch 6 Modern Jazz 
Week 8 Ch 6 Modern Jazz 
Week 9 Ch 7 The Fragmentation of Jazz Styles 
Week 10 Ch 7 The Fragmentation of Jazz Styles 
Week 11 Ch 8 Freedom and Fusion 
Week 12 Ch 8 Freedom and Fusion 
Week 13 Ch 9 Traditionalists and Postmodernists  
Week 14 Ch. 9, continued. Ch 10 Jazz in the New Millennium 
Week 15 Ch. 10, continued 
Final Exam 
 
Calendar of class meetings 
We will meet in room 262 from 9-9:50 on the dates labeled “class meeting.” The 
schedule of class meetings is open to revision based on what students need. 
More class meetings can be added to this list, and class meetings can be 
canceled if what you need more is time to work on your projects. After week 1, 
we will not meet on Fridays. There will be graded and non-graded work to do 
throughout the semester. The blended course model substitutes some class 
meetings with guided work outside of class. 
 
Week 1 Wed 1/18 class meeting 



 Fri 1/20 class meeting 
Week 2 Mon 1/23 class meeting 
 Wed 1/25 class meeting 
Week 3 Mon 1/30 class meeting 
 Wed 2/1 class meeting 
Week 4 Mon 2/6 class meeting 
 Wed 2/8 class meeting 
Week 5 Mon 2/13 class meeting 
 Wed 2/15 class meeting 
Week 6 Mon 2/20 class meeting 
 Wed 2/22 class meeting 
Week 7 Mon 2/27 class meeting 
 Wed 3/1 class meeting 
Week 8 Mon 3/6 class meeting 
 Wed 3/8 class meeting 
 
Spring Break 
 
Week 9 Mon 3/20 class meeting 
 Wed 3/22 class meeting 
Week 10 Mon 3/27 class meeting 
 Wed 3/29 class meeting 
Week 11 Mon 4/3 class meeting 
 Wed 4/5 class meeting 
Week 12 Mon 4/10 class meeting 
 Wed 4/12 class meeting 
Week 13 Mon 4/17 class meeting 
 Wed 4/19 class meeting 
Week 14 Mon 4/24 class meeting 
 Wed 4/26 class meeting 
Week 15 Mon 5/1 class meeting 
 Wed 5/3 class meeting 
 
Attendance policy 
We will follow the UNT attendance policy. Article 7 states: “Any instructor 
who so informs students in writing about the necessity of class attendance may 
request of the Registrar that a student be dropped from the course with a 
grade of WF upon the accumulation of the stated number of absences.” I affirm 
the necessity of class attendance so that students can accomplish the learning 
goals of this class. The maximum number of unexcused absences allowed is four. 
Students who have five or more unexcused absences will receive the final grade 
of WF or F. Excused absences are limited to 1) university-sponsored activities 
(things like ensemble tours, recording at Panhandle House with your small 
group); 2) illness only if it is serious or chronic enough to be documented by 
the Dean of Students office and you provide me with the documentation from the 
Dean of Students office; for ordinary occasional illness, use one of your four 
allowed unexcused absences; 3) for documented professional reasons such as an 
out-of-town audition, performance, or other professional activity. A maximum 
of three professional absences (not counting university-excused absences) will 
be excused. Each absence after the fourth will be counted as an unexcused 
absence. If you expect an absence to be marked excused, you must communicate 
about it either in advance or within 24 hours after the ending time of the 
missed class. 



 
Expectations 
I expect you to: 
1. take responsibility for your learning 
2. attend every class, arrive on time, and stay the entire time 
3. communicate effectively 
4. contribute to the discussion, either in class or on Blackboard 
5. put in the work time outside of class that is necessary for you to reach 
your maximum potential 
6. understand and follow the syllabus policies, especially the attendance 
policy 
7. be alert and engaged in class (this includes not using your electronic 
devices for anything except class-related work) 
8. let me know if there are any errors in your grade or attendance information 
in the grade reports 
9. let me know if there something I can do to help you do your best work or if 
there is something I can change about the way we conduct class that will 
improve your experience 
 
You can expect me to: 
1. treat every student with respect and the expectation that every student is 
capable of doing well in this class 
2. be prepared for class and demonstrate the scholarly methods we are studying 
3. communicate my passion for this subject and for learning in general 
4. allow time for questions and discussion in class 
5. limit discussion if necessary so that we can get things done 
6. begin and end class on time 
7. be available outside of class in the office and by email 
8. have realistic expectations about the workload 
9. be willing to modify what we do in class in order to help you learn better 
10. speak with students who are chronically late so that they will stop 
disrupting the class with late arrivals and showing 
disrespect to the students who make the effort to arrive on time 
11. apply the syllabus policies fairly to all students 
 
Recording Class 
You may record class under these conditions:  
You ask permission in advance.  
It’s for your own use only during the semester.  
It’s never put on the web or shared in any form during or after the class. 
 
Canceled classes 
If UNT classes are canceled because the university has to close due to weather 
or for some other reason, we will communicate electronically and stay on 
schedule. 
 
Required text from the registrar 
Financial Aid Satisfactory Academic Progress - Graduates: A student must 
maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial 
aid. Students must maintain aminimum3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to 
successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total 
registered hours per term. Students cannot exceed maximum timeframes 
established based on the published length of the graduate program. If a 



student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their 
financial aid eligibility. If at any point you consider dropping this or any 
other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the 
potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. Please 
visit financialaid.unt.edu/satisfactory-academic-progress-requirements or more 
information about financial aid Satisfactory Academic Progress. It may be wise 
for you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or 
visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a 
course being doing so. 
 
UNT Ally 
I participated in UNT Ally training in Fall 2010 in order to learn more about 
creating an environment for learning in my classes that is characterized by 
mutual respect. I got a certificate in a frame that’s in my office, but unless 
you visit my office and happen to see it, you wouldn’t know about it. That’s 
why I put this note in the syllabus. From the UNT Ally website 
(https://edo.unt.edu/history-ally-training-unt): 

Ally Training educates and trains students, faculty, and staff to create 
safe spaces and support people of all gender identities and sexualities 
at UNT. Ally Training is for beneficial for allies and people in queer 
communities, as we all strive to create a culture in which any person 
can study and/or work in an environment free of discrimination and 
harassment. Participants receive an Ally certificate to display in their 
office, workspace, or residence hall. The certificate signifies 
completion of the training, but it also helps others identify 
individuals on campus (“Allies”) who are open and understanding and who 
they can talk to, in confidence, about issues, questions, and concerns. 
Ally Training supports UNT’s mission of providing a culturally diverse 
and mutually respectful environment where every member of the university 
community can feel safe, respected, and accepted. 

I am also an ally of students who are living with depression or other 
psychological conditions, students on the autism spectrum, and neurodiverse 
students in general. I am a member of UNT’s new Autism Ambassadors team, a 
group of faculty, staff, and administrators that is working to improve the 
experiences of students on the autism spectrum. 
 
Changes 
This syllabus is subject to change with notice. 
 
A note on the type 
This syllabus is typeset in Letter Gothic in honor of the women whose story is 
told in the movie Hidden Figures 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hidden_Figures). In the movie, Katherine Goble 
Johnson, played by Taraji P. Henson, uses an IBM Selectric typewriter with a 
Letter Gothic type ball to write reports. 
 



 http://www.100besttypefaces.com/27_Letter+Gothic.html  
 


