
MUJS 4470 and 5430 Syllabus
JohnMurphy

Fall 2016

1 Catalog description

MUJS 4470, History of Jazz. Catalog description: Chronological survey of the major styles and artists of jazz, from
African acculturation in the NewWorld to the present. Prerequisite(s): MUJS 1470 with grade of C or higher. MUJS
5430, Graduate Review of Jazz History. Catalog description: Study of the standard narrative of jazz history and jazz
repertoire. Prerequisite(s): None. Meets with MUJS 4470.

2 Instructor

JohnMurphy, Ph.D., Professor and Chair, Division of Jazz Studies. My email is john.murphy@unt.edu. We will use UNT
email to communicate (not your personal email).
Officehoursandhowto findme: I amatwork8-5mostdays.Myprimarywork space is 266. Sometimes Iwork in the jazz

studies division office, 284. For quickmeetings at times other than the 8 a.m. hour, classmeeting times, or the noon hour,
you can check in 266 to see if I’m available. If youneed tomake an appointment, send several times you canmeet by email
(remember touseUNTemail or Slack) and I’ll reply to confirm the earliest time that fitsmy schedule. Right before or after
class are not good times for me to meet because I am either preparing for class or packing up to go to my 10 a.m. class.

3 Who should take this class

MUJS 4470 is crosslisted with MUJS 5430, Graduate Review of Jazz History. Graduate students in MUJS 5430 will attend
all class meetings of 4470; do all the graded work for 4470; meet a graduate standard for their research papers; have
optional additional meetings to discuss extra readings and pedagogical topics; and have the option to make a class
presentation based on their research papers. According to the catalog, the prerequisite for undergraduates is MUJS
1470 with grade of C or higher. Jazz studies majors must have earned an A or B in MUJS 1470 before taking this class.
I don’t enforce the prerequisite for non-majors because music majors with majors other than jazz studies are often
advised to take this class as an upper-division elective. Students with majors other than jazz studies are welcome,
but they should be aware that prior knowledge of music in general and jazz in particular is expected. Students can
do well in this class regardless of major if they have regular attendance and good study skills. If you are new to jazz
and would like suggestions of short books you can read to learn a lot about jazz in a short time, let me know.

4 Who shouldn’t take this class

This is only required for jazz studies majors. If you have another major and you are not prepared to attend regularly
and keep up with the work, you will find it frustrating and your GPA is likely to be negatively affected. This class requires
a lot of work. If you are not already familiar with jazz and/or your study and attendance habits are weak, you shouldn’t
take it because you will probably earn a low grade or have to withdraw.

5 Required text

Gioia, Ted. 2011. The History of Jazz. 2nd edition. New York: Oxford University Press. This is a trade book, not a textbook.
It’s available at the UNT Bookstore and possibly at other local bookstores. On amazon you can find Kindle and audio
editions. Don’t get the first edition. Youmust work from the second edition.

6 Reading and listening

We’ll use library resources and your preferred listening sources for reading and listening.
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7 Learning goals

1. To understand that the word jazz has a history, and that studying the history of jazz involves studying what the
word and themusic havemeant to people over time in various places.

2. To understand the history of jazz in terms of musical style and historical context.
3. To understand the contributions of important jazz musicians and important figures in the music who have roles
other thanmusician.

4. To improve your ability to listen aesthetically and analytically to jazz performances.
5. To improve your ability to make and evaluate arguments about jazz history.
6. To understand how jazz relates to other kinds of music, includingWestern classical and traditional music and various
kinds of world music.

7. To understand the contributions of jazz to U.S. and world culture.
8. To be able to find high-quality print and audiovisual information about jazz in the library and on the web, think
critically about it, and write a research paper.

9. To use newmedia to represent your knowledge of jazz history.
10. To understand jazz history from the perspective of historiography. History is the narrative of past events. Histo-

riography is the critical study of how histories are written.

8 Graded work

There are 100 course points in the grading scale.
40 points: Quizzes ensure that students are keeping up with reading, classes, and listening.

• 10 chapter quizzes worth 4 course points each. For each chapter, a set of listening selections will be identified as
quiz repertoire. The quiz will not cover every tunementioned in the chapter.

• Two lowest grades are dropped. Average grade in percent of 8 highest quiz grades multiplied by 40 course points.
• Quiz 10 will be given at the final exam time onWednesday, Dec. 14 from 8-10 a.m.
60 points: To enable students to learn independently and be creative, these assignments will constitute the research

portfolio:
• Four listening annotations (using software to annotate an audio track) 5 points each, 20 course points
• Research project. You will have the option to communicate the results of the research project in a 2000-word paper,
an audio documentary with brief essay, or a video documentary with brief essay, 40 course points

9 Grading scale

The grading scale is: A = 89.5-100; B = 79.5-89.4; C = 69.5-79.4; D = 59.5-69.4; F = 59.4 and below
I grade each assignment and total up the points. I do not go back and adjust the final point total. I do not accept

extra credit work or extra work to make up for low grades or excessive absences. You will receive grade reports in
your UNT email. I don’t use the Blackboard gradebook.

10 Calendar

• Week 1 Introduction; Library orientation; Orientation to listening sources and software
• Week 2 Ch 1 The Prehistory of Jazz
• Week 3 Ch 2 New Orleans Jazz
• Week 4 Ch 3 The Jazz Age
• Week 5 Ch 4 Harlem
• Week 6 Ch 5 The Swing Era
• Week 7 Ch 6Modern Jazz
• Week 8 Ch 6Modern Jazz
• Week 9 Ch 7 The Fragmentation of Jazz Styles
• Week 10 Ch 8 Freedom and Fusion
• Week 11 Ch 8 Freedom and Fusion
• Week 12 Ch 9 Traditionalists and Postmodernists
• Week 13 Ch 10 Jazz in the NewMillennium
• Week 14 Recent Jazz
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• Week 15 Synthesis and Review
• Final Exam:Wednesday, December 14 from 8-10 a.m.
11 Attendance policy

Wewill follow the UNT attendance policy. Article 7 states: “Any instructor who so informs students in writing about the
necessity of class attendancemay request of the Registrar that a student be dropped from the course with a grade ofWF
upon the accumulation of the stated number of absences.” I affirm the necessity of class attendance in order to reach
yourmaximum level of understanding. Themaximumnumber of unexcused absences allowed is four. Studentswhohave
five or more unexcused absences will receive the final grade of WF or F. Excused absences are limited to 1) university-
sponsored activities (things like ensemble tours, recording at Panhandle House with your small group); 2) illness only if
it is serious enough to be documented by you to the Dean of Students office and you providemewith the documentation
fromtheDeanof Studentsoffice; forordinaryoccasional illness, useoneof your four allowedunexcusedabsences; 3) up to
four absences for documented professional reasons such as an out-of-town audition, performance, or other professional
activity; each absence after the fourth will be counted as an unexcused absence. If you expect an absence to be marked
excused, you must communicate about it either in advance or within 24 hours after the ending time of the missed class.

12 Expectations

I expect you to:
1. take responsibility for your learning
2. attend every class, arrive on time, and stay the entire time
3. communicate effectively
4. contribute to the discussion, either in class or on Blackboard
5. put in the work time outside of class that is necessary for you to reach your maximum potential
6. understand and follow the syllabus policies, especially the attendance policy
7. be alert and engaged in class (this includes not using your electronic devices for anything except class-related work)
8. let me know if there are any errors in your grade or attendance information in the grade reports
9. let me know if there something I can do to help you do your best work or if there is something I can change about
the way we conduct class that will improve your experience
You can expect me to:

1. treat every student with respect and the expectation that every student is capable of doing well in this class
2. be prepared for class and demonstrate the scholarly methods we are studying
3. communicate my passion for this subject and for learning in general
4. allow time for questions and discussion in class
5. limit discussion if necessary so that we can get things done
6. begin and end class on time
7. be available outside of class in the office and by email
8. have realistic expectations about the workload
9. be willing to modify what we do in class in order to help you learn better
10. speak with students who are chronically late so that they will stop disrupting the class with late arrivals and showing

disrespect to the students whomake the effort to arrive on time
11. apply the syllabus policies fairly to all students

13 Recording Class

Youmay record class under these conditions: You ask permission in advance. It’s for your own use only during the
semester. It’s never put on the web or shared in any form during or after the class.

14 Canceled classes

If UNT classes are canceled because the university has to close due to weather or for some other reason, we will
communicate electronically and stay on schedule.
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15 Required text from the registrar

Financial Aid Satisfactory Academic Progress - Graduates: A studentmustmaintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)
to continue to receive financial aid. Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully
completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term. Students cannot exceed
maximum timeframes established based on the published length of the graduate program. If a student does notmaintain
the required standards, the studentmay lose their financial aid eligibility. If at anypoint youconsiderdropping this or any
othercourse,pleasebeadvised that thedecision todosomayhave thepotential toaffectyourcurrentand future financial
aid eligibility. Please visit financialaid.unt.edu/satisfactory-academic-progress-requirements or more information about
financial aid Satisfactory Academic Progress. It may be wise for you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor
in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course being doing so.

16 UNT Ally

I participated inUNTAlly training in order to learnmore about creating an environment for learning inmy classes that is
characterizedbymutual respect. I got a certificate in a frame that’s inmyoffice, but unless youvisitmyoffice andhappen
to see it, youwouldn’t know about it. That’s why I put this note in the syllabus. From theUNTAllywebsite: “Ally Training
educates and trains students, staff and faculty to create a safe zone for GLBT (gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender) people
at UNT. You don’t have to be GLBT/LGBT to go through training. Ally training is for anyone who’s interested. The goal is
to achieve a culturewhere any person can study and/orwork in an environment free of discrimination andharassment.”
I am also an ally of students who are living with depression or other psychological conditions and students on the

autism spectrum. Many different kinds of minds have value. We learn better as a group when we are aware of the
different ways we perceive and think about music.

17 Changes

This syllabus is subject to change with notice.
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