
Course Policies and Requirements for World Literature II

Professor: Course:
Jack Peters English 2220, Section 9

A304 Life 3:00-4:20 MW
Texts:

The Norton Anthology of World Literature, Volumes D, E, and F
Takamura Kôtarô, The Chieko Poems (Green Integer)

Office: Office Telephone:
115 Auditorium Building (940) 565-2679

Office Hours: E-mail:
TTh 10:00-11:00, MW 2:00-3:00 jpeters@unt.edu
or by appointment, and most times I’m in my office

Course Requirements:
The requirements for this course are as follows: a mid-term exam (worth 40%), a final exam (worth 40%),
and reading quizzes (worth 20%). There will be 1 make-up quiz for those who miss a quiz as a result of an
excused absence. I will also drop the lowest quiz score.

Course Subject Matter:
This course will be an introduction to world literature. We will study how to read literature, and we will
look at different aspects of literature and different approaches to studying it. We will also consider literature
from eighteenth century to the present, including both Western and non-Western literature. The goal of
this class is for you to gain a greater appreciation of world literatures and cultures.

Course Policies:
Attendance/Promptness: You are allowed 3 unexcused absences without penalty. You can use these absences
for any reason, but use them wisely. Their purpose is to allow you to miss class if something important
comes up that does not constitute an excused absence. Illness, family emergency (e.g., death in the family,
etc.), observance of religious holidays, and university-excused absences (i.e., participation in intercollegiate
athletic events, etc.) are the only reasons for excused absences; all excused absences are subject to my
judgment and require documentation on your part. You also must attend at least 75% of a class to get credit
for attending that day. If you have 4 unexcused absences, I will drop your final grade for the class by 4%, and
I will drop your final grade for the class by an additional 2% for every unexcused absence after that. If you
miss more than 8 classes, depending upon the circumstances, I may ask you either to drop the class or take
an incomplete (this latter only in the case of excused absences). There will be a roll for you to sign for both
the first and second hour of class. It is your responsibility to sign these rolls. If you don’t sign the roll and I
don’t remember that you were in class, then I will assume you were absent on that day. Do not sign the roll
for anyone but yourself. If you do, you will be counted absent as well as the person in whose name you sign
the roll. Even though you have 3 unexcused absences to work with, you should try not to miss class except
when necessary, because it will be to your benefit to attend class, since much of the material appearing on
the exams will be covered in class. As a result, students who chronically miss class generally don’t do very
well in the course. Although I have no standard tardiness policy, if you are chronically late (in my



judgment), I may count a certain number of tardy days as an unexcused absence. Also, reading quizzes are
usually given during the first 10 minutes of class, and so if you arrive late you may miss a quiz. Quizzes
missed because of tardiness cannot be made up unless the tardiness is a result of a good, documented reason
(essentially that same as those that constitute an excused absence). In addition, whether you’re present or
absent, you’re responsible for all material we cover in class, including any changes in due dates, policies, or
reading assignments. So make sure you check the notes of other students for any classes you miss. Finally, if
you miss an exam, you must have a good, documented excuse or you will probably not be allowed to make it
up.

Accommodations: In accordance with the terms and spirit of the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section
504, Rehabilitation Act, I cooperate with the Office of Disability Accommodation to make reasonable
accommodations for you if you qualify as a student with disabilities. Please register with ODA, and present
your written request to me by the 2  class day.nd

Texts, Essays, Exams, Grades, Etc.:
Texts and Readings: The texts should be on sale at the student bookstore. You are welcome to use other
editions of the book, although the page numbering will likely differ and some of the material may also be
different. I have also placed a copy of the books on two-hour reserve in the library in case you don’t have
immediate access to the books. You should read ahead for any heavier reading periods. 

Mid-Term and Final Exams: The mid-term exam will be a one-hour exam and will likely be multiple choice,
consisting of both factual and interpretative questions. The exam is expected to determine your knowledge
and understanding of the material we have covered to that point. The final exam will be a two-hour exam
and will likely be similar to the mid-term in make up. If necessary, I scale mid-term exam and/or final exam
grades, either by lowering the standards for a single grade or multiple grades, by scaling the entire class, or
by using a slightly sliding scale, depending on the type of scale required in a particular situation. I do not give
early or late mid-term or final exams, except in extremely unusual circumstances (similar to those
constituting excused absences).

Final Grades: Your final class grade will be calculated based on the percentages noted earlier. I use standard
percentages for grades (0% - 59.4% = F; 59.5% - 69.4% = D; 69.5% - 79.4% = C; 79.5% - 89.4% = B; 89.5%
- 100% = A). If necessary, I scale final grades, either by lowering the standards for a single grade or multiple
grades or by scaling the entire class, depending on the type of scale required in a particular situation. There
are no extra credit assignments in this course.

Reading Quizzes: The purpose of reading quizzes is to determine whether you have read the material, not
necessarily whether you have understood the material. As a result, if you have read the material carefully,
you should do well on the quizzes, even if you have not fully understood it, but if you have not read you will
probably not do well. Quizzes will usually be given during the first 10 minutes of the class and must be
turned in when the 10 minutes is up. I do not scale quiz scores.

Cheating:
Finally, if you cheat on a quiz or exam, you will receive the maximum penalty allowed to me, and I’ll report
you to university standards for disciplinary action, regardless of your past performance or present class
standing.



Daily Schedule (Tentative)

August 29: Introduction to Course.

August 31: “The Ottoman Empire: Çelebi’s Book of Travels,” D: 281-84; “from The Book of Travels,”
D: 286-92; “The Enlightenment in Europe,” D: 295-300; “Jonathan Swift,” D: 430-33; “A
Modest Proposal,” D: 483-89.

September 5: No Class Labor Day.

September 7: “The Rise of Popular Arts in Premodern Japan,” D: 583-85; “Ihara Saikaku,” D: 588-90;
“The Barrelmaker Brimful of Love,” D: 591-603; “Ueda Akinari,” D: 629-31;
“Bewitched,” D: 632-48. 

September 12: “Revolution and Romanticism in Europe and America,” E: 651-58; “William Blake,” E: 780-
82; “The Lamb,” E: 783; “The Chimney Sweeper,” E: 785; “The Tyger,” 786-87; “The
Chimney Sweeper,” 788.

September 14: “William Wordsworth,” E: 789-92; “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud,” (handout); “Lines
Composed a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey,” E: 792-95.

September 19: “Samuel Taylor Coleridge,” E: 811-12; “Dejection: An Ode,” E: 815-18; “Percy Bysshe
Shelley,” 819-20; “Ode to the West Wind,” E: 821-23; “from A Defense of Poetry,” E: 823-
25.

September 21: “John Keats,” E: 825-26; “Ode on a Grecian Urn,” E: 829-30; “Ode to a Nightingale,” E:
831-33; Keats, “Ode to Autumn,” E: 834.

September 26: Alexander Sergeyevich Pushkin,” E: 863-64; “The Queen of Spades,” E: 865-83; “Alfred,
Lord Tennyson,” E: 883-85; “Ulysses,” E: 885-87.

September 28: Tennyson, “Tithonus,” E: 887-88; “Robert Browning,” E: 908-10; “My Last Duchess,” E:
910-11; “The Bishop Orders His Tomb at Saint Praxed’s Church,” E: 911-14.

October 3: “Fyodor Dostoevsky,” E: 1301-06; Notes from Underground, E: 1307-79.

October 5: Dostoevsky, Notes from Underground, continued; “Leo Tolstoy,” E: 1418-21; “The Death
of Ivan Ilych,” E: 1422-60.

October 10: “The Modern World: Self and Other in Global Context,” F: 1579-99; “Rabindranath
Tagore,” F: 1671-73; “Punishment,” F: 1693-99; “William Butler Yeats,” F: 1699-1702;
“Among School Children,” F: 1707-09. 

October 12: “Higuchi Ichiyô,” F: 1804-07; “Child’s Play,” F: 1807-36; “Thomas Mann,” F: 1836-39;
“Death in Venice,” F: 1840-90.



October 17: “Wallace Stevens,” F: 1896-99; “Anecdote of the Jar,” F: 1904; Stevens, “The Idea of
Order at Key West,” F: 1905-06; “T. S. Eliot,” F: 2071-75; “The Love Song of J. Alfred
Prufrock,” F: 2075-79.

October 19: “Premchand,” F: 1907-09; “The Road to Salvation,” F: 1910-17; “Lu Xun,” F: 1917-20;
“Diary of a Madman,” F: 1920-29.

October 24: Mid-Term Exam.

October 26: Lu Xun, “Upstairs in a Wineshop,” F: 1929-38; “James Joyce,” F: 1941-45; “The Dead,” F:
1945-74.

October 31: “William Faulkner,” F: 2130-35; “from Go Down, Moses, ‘The Old People,’” (reserve
reading room); “The Bear,” F: 2136-2208.

November 2: Faulkner, “from Go Down, Moses, ‘Delta Autumn,’” (reserve reading room).“Tawfiq Al-
Hakim,” F: 2277-81; The Sultan’s Dilemma, F: 2282-2336.

November 7: “Jorge Luis Borges,” F: 2411-14; “The Garden of Forking Paths,” F: 2414-21; “Richard
Wright,” F: 2515-18; “The Man Who Was Almost a Man,” F: 2518-27.

November 9: “Naguib Mahfouz,” F: 2527-31; “Zaabalawi,” F: 2531-38;“Albert Camus,” F: 2570-73;
“The Guest,” F: 2574-82.

November 14: “Kojima Nobuo,” F: 2583-85, The American School,” F: 2585-2606; “Tadeuz Borowski,”
F: 2770-73; “Ladies and Gentlemen to the Gas Chamber,” F: 2773-86.

November 16: “Doris Lessing,” F: 2722-2726; “The Old Chief Mshlanga,” F: 2726-34; “Alice Munro,” F:
3008-10 “Walker Brothers Cowboy,” F: 3010-20.

November 23: “Chinua Achebe,” F: 2855-59; Things Fall Apart, F: 2860-2948.

November 28: Things Fall Apart, continued.

November 30: “Wole Soyinka,” F: 3021-24; Death and the King’s Horseman, F: 3025-71.

December 5: The Chieko Poems (poems to be determined).

December 7: The Chieko Poems (poems to be determined); Course Conclusion.

December 16: Final Exam, 1:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.


