
ENGL 3840.002 –20th-Century Dystopia 
Spring 2010 
Instructor:  J. Foertsch 
foertsch@unt.edu 
Office:  LANG 409-D Hours:  T, W 11-1 
 
Course Objectives:  In this course, we will examine a range of dystopian texts from the US, 

Canada, and Europe, written throughout the 20th century and responding to their diverse and 
remarkable political contexts.  As utopian texts have from their inception sought to improve 
lived reality through depiction of ideal societies, so dystopian texts attempt also to instruct 
and suggest, but by frightening their readers with dark visions of societies out of control.  In 
each text we will examine the role of history, technology, language, and setting to determine 
not only recurrent patterns of significance across these works but also the unique 
contribution made by each to the cultural moment into which it was born.  We will move 
chronologically through the booklist, and when suitable we will draw upon the ideas of 
postmodern theorists (e.g., Michel Foucault, Jean Baudrillard) to dimensionalize our 
interpretations. 

Course Text: 
 Atwood, Oryx and Crake  McCarthy, The Road  
 Burgess, A Clockwork Orange  Moore/Lloyd, V for Vendetta 
 Čapek, RUR    Orwell, Animal Farm    
 Hoban, Riddley Walker  Vonnegut, from Welcome to the Monkey House 
 Huxley, Ape and Essence  Zamyatin, We 
 Kafka, The Trial    
Papers/Requirements: 
 Two (5-7 pages each) – 60% (30% each) 
 Final Examination - 20% 
 Class Participation - 20% 
 Please note how heavily weighted class participation will be in this course.  By this I mean 

frequent, on-topic, spontaneous contribution to class discussion (either in the form of 
comment or questions); regular class attendance; and compliance with all course 
requirements.  I give big points to students who take their roles as members of this class 
seriously, regardless of ability to handle the material.  Be prepared, follow directions, pay 
attention in class, and you'll earn much credit.  Office conferencing - especially over drafts 
of the essay assignments - is another way to maximize your class participation grade.  E-
conferencing is also an option for both earning participation points and improving one's 
essay drafts.  A word, however, regarding e-mail etiquette:  please use courteous forms of 
address and signature, and correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation in all correspondence. 

Attendance Policy:  Excessive absences (more than two) will likely lead to a student's being 
dropped from the course.  UNT does not recognize an excused/unexcused absence 
distinction; therefore, even "good" reasons for missing multiple classes (illness, job conflict) 
can result in a student's removal from class.  To that end, please  d o  n o t  approach me 
before or after class or via e-mail with stories regarding your upcoming or recent absences, 
as these will serve as no sort of excuse for the missed class.  Your absences are your own 
business, your own decision, and your own funeral when they become excessive. 



ENGL 3000 – Analysis and Interpretation 

Spring 2010 
Inst:  J. Foertsch 
 
Students with Disabilities:  I am happy to accommodate students with physical or learning 

disabilities with respect to room scheduling, seating arrangements, test time, tape recording, 
etc., once necessary documentation from the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) is 
produced.  If you need to obtain these documents, or would like to be tested/counseled for a 
disability, please call the ODA in Suite 321 of the Student Union, 565-4323. 

Final Examination:  Take-home essay, due May 13, 6:20 p.m. 
 
Course Schedule: 
 
Week 1: Introduction / RUR 
 
Week 2: Zamyatin, We 
 
Week 3:   We / Kafka, The Trial 
 
Week 4:   The Trial 
 
Week 5: Huxley, Ape and Essence 
 
Week 6: Ape and Essence / Orwell, Animal Farm 
 
Week 7:   Burgess, A Clockwork Orange 
 
Week 8: from Vonnegut, Welcome to the Monkey House 
  Essay #1 due 
   
Week 9: No classes, spring break 
 
Week 10: Hoban, Riddley Walker 
 
Week 11:   Riddley Walker 
 
Week 12: Atwood, Oryx and Crake 
 
Week 13:   Oryx and Crake 
 
Week 14: McCarthy, The Road 
 
Week 15: Moore/Lloyd, V for Vendetta 
 
Week 16: V for Vendetta 
  Essay #2 due 


