
ENGL 3913.001 - The African Novel in English 
Spring 2011 
Inst:  J. Foertsch 
Office:  LANG 409-D / x2168 / foertsch@unt.edu 
 Hours:  W 2-4, Th 1-3, and by appointment 
 
Course Objectives:  In this course, we will study an array of novels from Sub-Saharan Africa 

written in English from the late 1950s to the present.  We will familiarize ourselves with the 
colonial and post-colonial contexts of the African nations represented in this survey - 
specifically Nigeria, Ghana, South Africa, Zimbabwe, and Kenya - and attend to key themes 
that recur throughout this canon:  the evils of colonialism and Apartheid, the corruption and 
disenchantment of the post-colonial enterprise, the influence of ancient custom (especially 
the oral storytelling tradition), and the special plight of colonial and post-colonial African 
women. 

Course Texts, Primary: 
 Achebe, Chinua.  Things Fall Apart (1958) 
 Adichi, Chimamanda Ngozi.  Half of a Yellow Sun (2006) 
 Aidoo, Ama Ata.  Changes:  A Love Story (1991) 
 Armah,Ayi Kwei. The Beautyful Ones are Not Yet Born (1968) 
 Coetzee, J.M. The Life and Times of Michael K. (1983) 
 Dangarembga, Tsitsi.  Nervous Conditions (1988) 
 Emechetta, Buchi.  The Joys of Motherhood (1980) 
 Gordimer, Nadine.  The Pick-Up (2001) 
  La Guma, Alex.  In the Fog of the Season's End (1972) 
     Ngugi, wa Thiong'o Devil on the Cross (Gk. 1980, 1982) 
 Oyono, Ferdinand.  House Boy (Fr. 1960, 1966) 
 Secondary (optional): 
 Booker, M. Keith.   The African Novel in English 
Papers/Requirements: 
 Essay #1 (5-7 pages) - 30% 
 Essay #2 (5-7 pages) - 30% (25% source-free / 5% source material) 
 Final Exam (take-home / essay format) - 20% 
 Class Participation - 20% 
 Please note how heavily weighted class participation will be in this course.  By this I mean 

frequent, on-topic, spontaneous contribution to class discussion (either in the form of 
comment or questions); regular class attendance; and compliance with all course 
requirements.  I give big points to students who take their roles as members of this class 
seriously, regardless of ability to handle the material.  Be prepared, follow directions, pay 
attention in class, and you'll earn much credit.  Office conferencing - especially over drafts 
of the essay assignments - is another way to maximize your class participation grade.  E-
conferencing is also an option for both earning participation points and improving one's 
essay drafts.  A word, however, re:  e-mail etiquette:  please use courteous forms of address 
and signature, and correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation when writing. 



ENGL 3913.001 - The African Novel in English 
Fall 2008 
Inst:  J. Foertsch 
 
Attendance Policy:  Excessive absences (more than two) will likely lead to a student's being 

dropped from the course.  UNT does not recognize an excused/unexcused absence 
distinction; therefore, even "good" reasons for missing multiple classes (illness, job conflict) 
can result in a student's removal from class.  To that end, please  d o  n o t  approach me 
before or after class or via e-mail with stories regarding your upcoming or recent absences, 
as these will serve as no sort of excuse for the missed class.  Your absences are your own 
business, your own decision, and your own funeral when they become excessive. 

Students with Disabilities:  I am happy to accommodate students with physical or learning 
disabilities with respect to room scheduling, seating arrangements, test time, tape recording, 
etc., once necessary documentation from the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) is 
produced.  If you need to obtain these documents, or would like to be tested/counseled for a 
disability, please call the ODA in Suite 324 of the student union, 565-4323. 

Final Examination: 
 Take-home examination, due May 12, 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Jan. 20: Introduction, South African Short Fiction 
 
Jan 27:  Achebe    Mar. 24: Coetzee 
  Booker Ch. 3        
 
Feb.  3:   Emecheta   Mar. 31:   Ngugi 
  Booker Ch. 4         Booker Ch. 9  
 
Feb. 10:   Oyono    Apr.  7:   Dangarembga 
        Booker Ch. 10 
 
Feb. 17: Armah    Apr. 17:    Aidoo 
  Booker Ch. 8     Booker Ch. 6 
 
Feb. 24: Library Day   Apr. 21:   Short Fiction 
  Essay #1 due     Essay #2 (source-free) due   
 
Mar.  3:   La Guma    Apr. 28:   Adichi 
  Booker Ch. 4 
 
Mar. 10: Gordimer   May  5: Adichi 
  Booker Ch. 7     Essay #2 (source-enhanced) due 
 


