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Office Hours:  by appointment

Course Description: Professional training in the art of singing. Development of vocal technique and artistry through performance, technical exercises, listening, practice, repertoire, and observation.  Designed to develop the complete singer.
Required preparation for lessons: Translations of all repertory in languages other than English. Those studying (or who have studied) diction must prepare IPA transcriptions of all foreign language repertory Extra copies of music in 3-ring binder are required. Notes learned for at least 2 songs per lesson.

Practice Requirements: Your regular practice times and rehearsals with pianist must be entered into your weekly schedule  and a copy given to me no later than your 3rd lesson. The minimum expectation is 3 hours practice per week for each hour of credit. I expect students to put their practice time into their class schedules. Students with recitals or other performance commitments are expected to practice more. The content of practice will vary for each student. Students will be required to own and use a metronome .

Studio Class: Studio classes will be held on Tuesdays at 3:00 pm. in the Orchestra Rehearsal Room (232).   Attendance is required.
Class requirements:


Music must be memorized, 3 performances per semester required.


Spoken recitation of song texts in original language and in English translation
Departmental: Voice Departmentala are held on Tuesdays at 4:00 pm. Attendance is required for undergraduates and strongly encouraged for graduates. Performance majors are required to perform at least once per semester. Please do not wait till the end of the semester.

Translations:

www.lib.lsu.edu/hum/music/translations.html
www.recmusic.org/lieder/
Students are also expected to use dictionaries to check all translations for accuracy. Do not rely only on translations printed in your music as these are designed to be sung rather than to be true translations of the original.

Music and Scores: Do not expect the teacher to provide these. Providing one’s own books and scores is an indication of commitment to vocal study. In addition, UNT has a magnificent library and the librarians are eager to assist students with their research. Please ask for a student research form and a session with the adult librarian so that you will quickly become comfortable with the library.
Vocal music: resources

Penders, Elm Street, Denton, TX

www.tismusic.com
www.brodtmusic.com/choral/shtml
1800 438-4129

UNT Music Library at Willis

www.grovemusic.com/shared/views/home/html
Exams: At the end of each semester there will be a sung jury, which represents 50% of the semester grade. If the appropriate number of pieces is not presented, the highest possible grade is a C. Each student will be required to sing 6 or 8 songs prepared during that semester, depending upon whether the jury is before or after passing the upper divisional exam (UDE). Masters Degree students are required to sing 8 songs per jury. A mid-term will be given during Week 7 to all students who will sing juries at the end of the semester. This excludes DMA’s , GAC’s, and those students giving MM or Senior Recitals. DMA students must sing a qualifying jury, after which no more juries are required. See Vocal Student Handbook for repertoire and other requirements. 

Grading:  See Handbook. 50% jury, 50% studio/studio class. Each lesson, as well as the mid-term and studio class performances will be graded in order to determine the studio portion of your grade.

3-Ring Binders: Students must create two binders, one for me and one for themselves In the one you give me, only those items starred need be included. The other items you will need to show me from time to time without warning. Failure to prepare your binders will affect your weekly grade.
1. all music currently being studied*

2. repertoire list showing all juried music by language and semester juried*

3. student’s cv

4. notes taken during your practice sessions

5. translations

6. performance programs

7. copies of vocal treatises, articles, etc.

8. notes taken during studio class

9. if preparing recitals, program drafts

10. extra copies of your music for use by substitute accompanists

Accompanists: Students must secure an accompanist for 30 minutes of each voice lesson and for their juries.  The vocal area will make available a list of accompanists at the beginning of each semester. Students are expected to rehearse with their accompanists for at least one hour outside of the lesson. Students should expect to pay per session for their accompanists to come to their lessons unless their pianists are enrolled in the accompanying course (please see Vocal Handbook** for more on this topic). Students should also expect to pay the accompanist for weekly rehearsals outside of their lessons. Any student who comes to a lesson without having rehearsed the assigned music with their pianist, will use the lesson time for that rehearsal and will forfeit that lesson. 
Make-up Lessons: Due to responsibilities pertaining to my job here at UNT as well as my outside professional engagements (which are expected of faculty), I will at times need to cancel, interrupt, delay, or reschedule lessons. The time will be made up. If students must cancel lessons, please give 48-hours notice or the lesson will not be rescheduled. For illness, emergencies or cancellations less than 48-hours, communication by both email and telephone are required. In order to avoid forfeiting your lesson, please confirm offered make-up lessons or inform me of conflicts promptly.
Contact: Please contact me primarily by email and please respond promptly to email that I send to you. I check even when away from campus and on weekends. If you must cancel on the morning of your lesson due to illness, please send email and call me on my cell phone (650 867-2930). Otherwise please reserve calling or texting my cell phone for urgent reasons only. 

Concert Attendance: All students are required to attend 15 vocal recitals and vocal-related concerts. Departmental Recitals count. It is expected that you will attend each others’ and my concerts as well as performances by other UNT vocal faculty and students. It is also expected that you will attend UNT Opera performances (dress rehearsal is fine). A list of required concerts is attached. It is expected that any unavoidable conflicts will be brought to my attention at least 2 weeks in advance.
Auditions: As per the Vocal Handbook, it is expected that you will run all auditions and performance opportunities by me immediately upon receipt and before accepting or planning these. Once auditions and performances are planned, please keep in touch with me about them so that I am reminded of when they are  to happen and can help you to make the best showing possible. Any and all questions about this are welcome. When you are out of town, feel free to text, email, and even call me if you have any questions whatsoever about your experiences. Such steady communication with ones teacher is key to success.
Summary:

As a vocal major, you have chosen a highly competitive field, requiring tremendous dedication, personal sacrifice, and self-discipline. You will develop greatly by immersing yourself deeply in the vocal repertoire. Please make a point of listening to recordings and attending live performances often. Learn everything you can about those singers currently performing as well as singers of the past. Knowledge and preparation are everything in this field, making it possible for you to respond ably to opportunities as they arise. If you have any questions, please ask me or consult the Vocal Division Handbook. I look forward to working with each one of you!
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