Intro to Creative Writing
Instructor: John Muellner (Johnmuellner@my.unt.edu)
Fall 2026
M/W 12:45-2:05

Course Overview
In the first half of the semester, we will mostly be working with the textbook by Heather Sellers. For Tuesdays you will learn about specific methods and creative tools. You’ll respond to the readings from the book in a Canvas post reading response (RR) before class starts, then we’ll discuss as a class. Thursdays you’ll do some in-class writing, trying to practice the strategy we’re focusing on that week. Week 7, the end of September, we’ll transition out of the book and focus on specific genres. We’ll spend a week on fiction readings I provide for you, and the following week your own fiction submission will be due for peer review. We’ll follow this same pattern for poetry and creative nonfiction. After you have written something substantial in all three genres, you’ll choose one to revise and submit for a full class workshop. Finally, in our last days together we’ll talk about revision strategies and reflect on your growth over the semester.
Required Text
The Practice of Creative Writing: A Guide for Students by Heather Sellers *Fourth Edition*
Yes, get this book! We will be using it a lot.

Reading Responses 300-500 words
Just as you will come to workshop with comments written on your classmate’s work, you will also have something written in response to craft readings on Thursdays. I want you to tell me how the craft theme of the week relates to one of the examples provided by Sellers or myself. How does it or does it not work successfully for you? What was the writer able to accomplish with this tool? What interests you as you begin to think of writing your own piece with the theme in mind?
Reflection Paper
Three pages double-spaced. This will work as a guide to your portfolio. It’s a space for you to discuss choices you made in revision and the growth you notice in your own writing. You should also include assigned readings you were drawn to and how those influenced your work. Talk about workshop and how you worked with peer feedback. How did you arrive at this final portfolio?
Final Portfolio
· 1 revised short story
· 1 revised personal essay
· 3-4 revised poems
· 4 creative exercises
Communication and Feedback
I strive to return all graded work promptly. For shorter assignments and discussions, I will generally post grades/feedback within seven days of the due date. For the larger projects, I aim for fourteen days, but with the rise in cheating and plagiarism, it occasionally takes longer to finish grading a set of papers. If it has been longer than the times mentioned, please feel free to ask me when to expect the grades and feedback, but not before then. 

Office Hours
My office hours are by appointment; you need to email or speak to me in person to schedule a meeting. A good time this semester would be M/W 11:15-12:15, but if that doesn’t work, we’ll find something that does.

Email
I will respond to all official correspondence addressed to my UNT email in person or via email within three business days. Do NOT contact me any other way, there’s no guarantee I will see it. Even if I make digital comments on your submissions, do NOT reply to me there. I will not be notified. Email only. Johnmuellner@my.unt.edu

Please check the syllabus and related assignment sheets before emailing me, and in your email, indicate where you looked for the information you are seeking before you emailed me. So that if something is unclear, I can fix it. Additionally, when you write to me, please include the subject of your email in the subject line and write your email with appropriate salutations and grammar. For a sample email, read this article, “How to Email Your Professor.” Or, for a checklist on effective email communication between yourself and instructors, see https://www.wikihow.com/Email-a-Professor. It is your responsibility to check your UNT email during your ‘business’ hours each day to ensure you do not miss any time-sensitive information.

Public Writing
All submissions for this course, including but not limited to pre-writing, drafts, in-class assignments, and final projects, are public, i.e., any writing submitted for this course may be viewed by me or classmates. Do not submit any information that you are unwilling to share.

Syllabus Change Policy
I have made every attempt to provide an accurate syllabus for this course. However, if presently unanticipated circumstances arise that necessitate an amendment to the syllabus, advance notice will be given in writing via email.

Attendance
· Per university policy, missing more than 20% of classes results in automatic failure, regardless of assignment grades.
· Attendance will be taken during every class period.
· With every absence, your roll call grade will drop.
· Two tardies equal one absence.
· At 7 unexcused absences, you cannot pass the course. 6 is the limit.
· Excused absences are at your instructor’s discretion—stay in communication.
· After 2 minutes you’re considered tardy, after 10 minutes you’re absent.
· If you’re absent on your workshop day you will NOT be workshopped.

Grade Breakdown
30% Final Revised Portfolio & Reflection Paper
20% Written and Oral Critical Commentary in Workshop
20% Participation: Attendance, Preparedness & Focus in Discussion 
20% Written responses to readings
10% Creative Work Exercises

Excused Absences
Absences for the following reasons are considered excusable by the university based on UNT policy 6.039, but you must obtain a note from the Dean of Students (or other appropriate university offices) to verify your absence(s): (1) religious holy day, including travel for that purpose; (2) participation in an official university function; (3) active military service, including travel for that purpose; (4) pregnancy and parenting under Title IX; and (6) when the University is officially closed. Please inform me of any planned absences with at least 10 days’ notice to minimize any potential negative impact on your grades.
No other absences are eligible to be excused. Unless the absence is an illness or an extenuating circumstance that exceeds five consecutive days, you may request documentation from the Dean of Students’ office for an excuse. Examples include, but are not limited to: (1) temporary disability or injury; (2) extended medical absence or hospitalization; (3) illness of a dependent family member; or (4) major illness or death of a loved one. 
If you miss a class: 
You are responsible for finding out what you missed. Before the next time our class meets, review the Canvas page and ask a classmate for notes on what you missed, or make an appointment to meet with me during office hours, or if needed, email me to ensure you are on track and prepared for the next class. 
If you miss an assignment:
Only assignments missed due to an excusable absence can be made up. For excused absences that resulted in missing in-class assignments, it is your responsibility to 1) turn in all necessary documentation regarding the absence and 2) schedule a time to make up the missing work within two weeks of missing the assignment. Since I must prepare the missing assignment, you cannot make up work as a walk-in during office hours.  
Late Work
This course requires extensive reading and regular writing. To keep up with the course, you must complete all assignments by the date and time stated on Canvas. Late submissions will be marked down half of a letter grade (from a 90 to an 85) for every day that they are late.  There is no making up peer review.
Note that unreadable documents, e.g., inaccessible, unopenable, partially complete, incorrect files, etc., will be considered as a non-submission and thus late if the deadline has passed. It is your responsibility to plan on submitting with ample time to check the submission quality and viewability of your submission on Canvas. Additionally, showing “last edited date” metadata does not qualify to remove the penalization based on any technological ‘catastrophe’ that impeded your submission.
Academic Integrity Standards
According to UNT Policy 06.003, Academic Integrity standards are violated when students engage in academic dishonesty behaviors, including, but not limited to, cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty and my decision on academic sanctions will be reported to the Office of Academic Integrity. 
Plagiarism can include copying a passage from a source verbatim without citing it, but it can also include improper or misleading citations. Please note that all source material must be acknowledged, even if the material is paraphrased or sourced from generative AI technologies. Be careful always to acknowledge the work of other writers and take the time to work out the distinction between your original thoughts and arguments and those of others.  
Additionally, the use of any generative AI writing tools is prohibited in this class. Assignments for the course have been designed to help you develop as a thinker, reader, and writer without using these technologies. You will generate ideas, read, revise, and write independently or when appropriate in consultation with peers, UNT Writing Center tutors, and me. Any use of generative AI in your work for this class violates our syllabus and thus will be treated as an instance of cheating. Ignorance of the generative AI tools in your chosen digital writing technologies, whatever they may be, is not sufficient to excuse the violation. If you are unsure about a digital writing tool (even automatically integrated ones), don’t use it for this class. 
If you’re caught using AI you can redo the assignment for up to 70%. If you’re caught a second time you get a 0 and there’s no making it up. If you’re caught a third time you fail the course.
Acceptable Student Behavior
 According to UNT policy 07.012, student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be notified verbally or in writing and may be directed to leave the classroom. Additionally, the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. 
For additional information, refer to the Dean of Students website. 
There is zero tolerance for any racism, sexism, homophobia, etc. in this course. This includes comments made in discussion or feedback, and in the creative writing itself. 
ADA Accommodations
According to UNT policy 16.001, UNT will make reasonable academic accommodations for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA). Then, the ODA will provide them with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty members detailing the students' accommodation needs. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours. Students may request reasonable accommodation at any time; however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation and meet with all faculty members prior to accommodation implementation every semester. 
For additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website.
Emergency Notification & Procedures
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly provide students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials.
UNT Resources 
Technical Assistance: 
Information Technology Help Desk | University of North Texas   
Email: helpdesk@unt.edu
Phone: 940-565-2324
In Person: Sage Hall, Room 130

Writing Assistance: 
Writing Center | University of North Texas
Email:WritingCenter@unt.edu 
Phone: 940-565-2563
In Person: Sage Hall, Room 150
Week 1 
8/17 First Day
8/19 Sellers Chapter 1 Focus READ BY CLASS
· Pages 9-26
· “What I Do on My Terrace Is None of Your Business” (45-46)

Week 2 Images
8/24 Sellers Chapter 4 Images DUE BY START OF CLASS
· Pages 141-174
· RR1: Choose one of the examples at the end of the chapter and write about how the writer uses image in their piece. 300-500 words.
8/26 Image Exercise

Week 3 Energy
8/31 Sellers Chapter 5 Energy DUE BY START OF CLASS
· Pages 187-239
· RR2: Choose one of the examples at the end of the chapter and write about how the writer uses energy in their piece. 300-500 words.
9/2 Energy Exercise 

Week 4 Building Blocks
9/7 Labor Day NO CLASS
9/9 Sellers Chapter 2 DUE BY START OF CLASS
· Pages 48-77
· RR3: Choose one of the examples at the end of the chapter and write about how what moments feel most successful to you based off of what you’ve learned so far. 300-500 words.

Week 5 Tension
9/14 Sellers Chapter 6 Tension DUE BY START OF CLASS
· Pages 247-303
· RR4: Choose one of the examples at the end of the chapter and write about how the writer uses tension in their piece. 300-500 words.
9/16 Tension Exercise

Week 6 Pattern
9/21 Sellers Chapter 7 Pattern DUE BY START OF CLASS
· Pages 309-347
· RR5: Choose one of the examples at the end of the chapter and write about how the writer uses pattern in their piece. 300-500 words.
9/23 Pattern Exercise

Week 7 Fiction Readings
9/28 Discussion RR6
9/30 Discussion RR7

Week 8 Fiction Peer Review
10/5 Peer Review EVERYONE’S PIECE IS DUE TODAY
10/7 Peer Review

Week 9 Poetry Readings
10/12 Discussion RR8
10/14 Discussion RR9

Week 10 Poetry Peer Review
10/19 Peer Review EVERYONE’S PIECE IS DUE TODAY
10/21 Peer Review

Week 11 CNF Readings
10/26 Discussion RR10
10/28 Discussion RR11

Week 12 CNF Peer Review
11/2 Peer Review EVERYONE’S PIECE IS DUE TODAY
11/4 Peer Review
11/6 LAST DAY TO DROP 

Week 13 Final Workshop
11/9 Workshop EVERYONE’S PIECE IS DUE TODAY
11/11 Workshop

Week 14 Final Workshop
11/16 Workshop
11/18 Workshop

Week 15 
11/23 Thanksgiving Break NO CLASS
11/25 Thanksgiving Break NO CLASS

Week 16 Revision and Reflection
11/30 Revision Strategies
12/2 Reflection

Monday 12/7 Portfolio and 3-page reflection due 11:59pm

